Scioto River

e District

September 2024 News & Updates

Scioto River FACEBOOK -
District Website Check here for
local church
events

AN OHIO PRAYER
from Bishop Hee-Soo Jung

It is a new day
as the light of God shines anew into our souls.

We greet this day with a heart of obedience,
= with thankful heart,

because it is a day filled with grace

and giving us new dreams.

A feast of light approaches marvelously,
this morning is sweet and gentle
as we run towards your mystery.

Now, remove the heart of evil and separation,
and create a new one with unity and love.

Allow us to love only through the Gospel
to our heart’s content in your beloved community.

Help us to long for and earnestly live the new world
that only Jesus Christ opens,
following that path will be the greatest blessing.

Again, lift your church, the servant community,
at the center of the world
and carry out the good work of salvation with your mercy.

Heal our broken community,
build it with ceaseless and humble prayer,
and make us willing to forgive each other.

Bless us fully realize and know the fresh life of hope
that you are bringing about.

May our differences never become an obstacle
to the delicacy of creation,

and may we make it our mission to ensure
that everyone is loved

and respected all together.

Allow us embracing each,
through the boundless of divine holy,
O God, hold us in your blessed-ness.


https://www.westohioumc.org/sciotoriver
https://www.facebook.com/SciotoRiverDistrict
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvPpnOjCP6L_RB8825VEnSA
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=984d32ba-c868-4291-9298-b379e8704d30

Triune God, give us the courage

at every moment

to reach out to souls

who do not relate in Jesus,

and help us build a new community
across Ohio where everyone is welcome.

May the passion of Francis Asbury be revived in our mission,
and guide The United Methodist Church
to become the light of the world.

So be it.
Amen.
GREETINGS FROM BISHOP JUNG
A FAREWELL MESSAGE FROM BISHOP GREGORY V PALMER
WEST GHID WEST OHIO 2025 GO-GRANT APPLICATIONS WILL BE

GQ' GRANTS AVAILABLE FROM Sept 1 — Oct 15

Go Grants will resource new innovative ministry ideas that help

West Ohio UM churches develop relationships beyond the walls

of our buildings and within our communities, to make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world.

More information
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All In Community’s Ministry Monday information session in September
will feature Jonathan Platt, Executive Director of StoryChain. Join us for a

Y orvchain  barens read badtime storcs o thelr e o nurtire e and care
C yC dain for them . . . even from inside prison walls.
Monday, September 23, beginning at 7:00pm on ZOOM.
ADVANCED REGISTRATION REQUIRED

https://grco.de/bfKODv

Cost: FREE

Questions and requests for the ZOOM link can be directed to Jami Nathan, AIC Ministries Coordinator, by
email (jami.nathan.22@gmail.com) or by phone (419-591-9717

LOCAL CHURCH ANNUAL CHARGE CONFERENCES SCHEDULED

It is Charge Conference time and time to begin preparing for a
new year of ministry.

The Scioto River District has designated specific locations by
county and identified potential circuits for ministry collaboration.
Each church is encouraged to participate in the conference held
in its respective county.



https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1138309983917466
https://fb.watch/un1zdEob-O/
https://www.westohioumc.org/2025-go-grants
https://qrco.de/bfK0Dv
mailto:jami.nathan.22@gmail.com

DATES AND LOCATIONS

e Your church leadership should have a Church Council/ Leadership Team/ Administrative Board
meeting to complete all work before attending your regional Charge Conference. (Note that you
do not need to secure an Elder to preside at this meeting.)

e Each church should bring with them copies of the following approved forms, which will be
received and blessed during our worship time together:

Lay Leadership Nominations

Ministry Recommendations, if any

2025 Pastor Compensation Report

the Signature Page signifying that the Church Council/ Board/ Leadership Team has voted

and approved all charge conference forms

e It is preferred that all forms have been completed and uploaded to the MyChurch platform on
West Ohio Conference’s website prior to the regional conference. If that cannot be done, please
bring all forms to the regional conference.

e Note that these regional Charge Conferences are your annual charge conference, so use these
regional charge conference dates in your paperwork. Church leaders and pastors are to attend,
and please invite all church members to attend with you. This should be a celebration of
ministry!

WHAT DO I NEED TO GET READY FOR CHARGE CONFERENCE?

SAMPLE AGENDA & COMPLETE CHARGE CONFERENCE PACKET

INSTALLATION SERVICE FOR BISHOP HEE-SOO JUNG
Oct 12, 4:00 pm
Columbus Trinity UMC

1581 Cambridge Blvd, Columbus
Please join us as we welcome Bishop Hee-Soo Jung and his
spouse, Rev. Im-Hyon, to the West Ohio Annual Conference at his
installation service. Bishop Hee-Soo Jung has been assigned to
The Ohio Episcopal Area, which includes the East and West Ohio
Conferences. His assignment began September 1

Bishop Jung's bio

ATTENTION ALL HOCKING RIVER AND SCIOTO
DOUBLE DISTRICT CLERGY EVENTS RIVER DISTRICT CLERGY

HRD/SRD

We are creating some ‘connecting' events across
both districts for the pastors and their families.
Each event will include a short greeting &
devotions by D.S. Mark and then a time to visit
or enjoy some form of entertainment.

Our first event this fall will be at the Circleville Pumpkin Show on Thursday, October 17 . If you've never
been to the Pumpkin Show, you need to go! We will meet at 6:00 p.m. in the Community UMC parking
lot (150 N Pickaway Street). (Allow plenty of time to park and walk). The church has a tent and there will
be a ministry moment at 6:00 p.m. We will have a slice of pumpkin pie for you as well! After the
devotions, you're free to enjoy the fun. The parade of bands begins at 8:00 p.m., highlighting high school
& university marching bands and youth organizations from surrounding areas.

In November, we will host two events. The first one on November 23 is a visit to the White Gravel Mines
outside of Minford for their annual Christmas Cave. Prepare to be mesmerized as you step into a world of
twinkling lights, festive displays, and heartwarming holiday scenes. Tens of thousands have made this
unique telling of the Savior’s birth part of their annual Christmas tradition. No cost to enter, donations
appreciated. Food trucks will be on hand and we hope to provide food vouchers. More details will be
released soon.

On November 30 you're invited to join us for a Christmas Brunch aboard the Valley Gen Sternwheeler in
Marietta. Reservations will be required, details coming soon.

DISTRICT GRANTS AVAILABLE

We are so excited in the Scioto River District to invest money in
our congregations to partner with you in order to help create
meaningful life-changing ministry!! To that end, we have
developed two types of grants for which a congregation in the


https://files.constantcontact.com/af074c8b001/ff12fc6b-4c9d-49fc-b8d4-f2104b760a68.pdf?rdr=true_gl=1*7fgf5v*_gcl_dc*R0NMLjE3MjEwNTM0NjAuMWI4N2JmNjExMzZkMWQyMzg1YzhkOWY0MjI2NzhiMTg.*_gcl_au*MTk0ODA2NjQ2Ni4xNzIwNTQ4NTg4*_ga*Zjk4OWQ1ZDQtMzQwZC00NzkwLTgzYzYtZTlhOWEwNTBmMzIw*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTcyNTQ2ODMzMi4xMi4xLjE3MjU0NzMxMjMuNTQuMC4w
https://files.constantcontact.com/af074c8b001/f6ddb8c3-89c2-43b6-bd82-ad54792fba2c.pdf?rdr=true_gl=1*ckmon2*_gcl_dc*R0NMLjE3MjEwNTM0NjAuMWI4N2JmNjExMzZkMWQyMzg1YzhkOWY0MjI2NzhiMTg.*_gcl_au*MTk0ODA2NjQ2Ni4xNzIwNTQ4NTg4*_ga*Zjk4OWQ1ZDQtMzQwZC00NzkwLTgzYzYtZTlhOWEwNTBmMzIw*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTcyNTQ2ODMzMi4xMi4xLjE3MjU0NzA4NjguNTEuMC4w
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/page/files/charge-conference-form-complete-packet 2024.pdf
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/page/files/charge-conference-form-complete-packet 2024.pdf
https://westohioumc.org/news/bishop-hee-soo-jung-assigned-ohio-episcopal-area?fbclid=IwY2xjawFEL_NleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHcCB3Hy1Se3_3SBfIXAAcAjNaeU2vGdP_-pSMsZT5cAownWoYyVbzzOPKA_aem_YqL4lZ6rmvxo9wZaz_qMvA
https://www.pumpkinshow.com/
https://www.whitegravelmines.com/the-christmas-cave
https://www.valleygemsternwheeler.com/#:~:text=Upcoming Events on the Valley Gem and

Scioto River District can apply.

The Emerging Ministry Grant

We want every local church - no matter its size - to be
challenged and equipped to make new disciples of Jesus Christ
by taking risks and being involved in life-giving ministry. We
want to put your district apportionments to work by supporting
emerging ministries that create opportunities to engage people
outside the church. We are looking to provide "seed money" for
new and creative ministry that transforms lives. Up to $2,500 available.

Strategic Ministry Grant

e This application process is a bit more involved, and there is an Oct. 1 deadline for money to be

disbursed in January of the following year.
e Up to $12,000 is available and monies can be granted for the following categories:
Leadership Development
Evangelism with Discipleship Plan
Ministry to the Poor with Discipleship Plan
Structural improvements or expansion of facilities as a result of outgrowing space
currently used to reach & assimilate the community into the life of the congregation
Exclusions: Handicap ramps; elevators; general updating/redecorating, computer hardware or software;
equipment (A/V, mechanical, sports, appliances, etc.); supplies

Capital /Emergency Grant
Maximum of $4,000 - District Superintendent will consult with the Church Location & Building Team, the

team will review the request and give their recommendation to the D.S. Grants will be awarded
contingent on fund availability.
*a church may only receive one grant per quadrennium

More details and application forms

LOOKING FOR A LOCAL OUTREACH PROGRAM TO GET INVOLVED
WITH?

Clothed in Grace Ministry needs your support!

Trinity UMC has allowed the homeless of Chillicothe to shower in their
building for several years. In 2022 they began offering new and gently
used clothing to those in need as well. They also began offering to wash
clothes for the homeless and give them a bagged lunch to eat. When the
ministry started, they would serve approximately 15 people a
day. Currently, they serve 55-65 people a day with showers, laundry,
clothing, and lunch. Trinity Church has borne all the expenses and most
of the donations so far, but they cant seem to keep up with
demand. They are asking surrounding churches for help with supplies,
financial donations, and volunteers (if able).

LIST OF ITEMS NEEDED

For more information, contact the Trinity office at 740-773-6640 or office@chillicothetrinity.org

LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES COURSES AVAILABLE
(classes are offered in person, via Zoom or a combination of both)

Basic Course - October 4 & 5, 2024 zoom and in person
Hocking River District - Register Here

Justice in Everyday Life - October 12 & 19, 2024 - zoom
Western Lakes District -_Register Here

Leading Worship - October 18-19, 2024 zoom and in person
Olentangy River District - Register Here

e Living Out United Methodist Beliefs (Heritage) - November 3,5,7,10,14, 2024 (REGISTRATION
OPENS 9/27) Olentangy River District — Register Here


https://www.westohioumc.org/sciotoriver/district-grants
https://files.constantcontact.com/af074c8b001/27941d20-120c-4aa2-8b18-d665fa1b14ae.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:office@chillicothetrinity.org
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i0shPB6r2T3A3XqVdW9Y5KrUTSxNPS-BkPrbS1p-wnjoBnNb6JV4XvqlZcG69I6ZnId5JrLjMPL-ZaecF4C_-EaqgMnwJe1ZuxgWzqsFKFSPsP6VX29Wso2hr_PXd8DcUv-E1QwxO_aWPVBz4QcsEF2x3vJJUZdbfrVEB-8CBYB8FLIBQTqu_4jeZB465bakmbS43J_-Wgf6QJAmkgYHTiOCJY58kipl_XWjx2hNcVdB_3wYUs3iy7bD17pxdXDnfAfIA1Nn9AfByeyLG7zf4aOfUdSkakNlYFBcF3B_gjohKLxRyEeOyxF1l805U_6C6LHTLN6HnUHR2ucUk3WoWmvaEtpXJqLG6_VB4Ru8M9G3nw2Xwhl-H_Q-Q4IoLgSSXp-lxXoWcbDPdyeU_qixMLKxn7WHKiTaFPdhoAWRAsDzA87XV1tuQpjdI7rfs_TLvfzouoY8lRH653tOy8nL2q_Hj46vIDNxhcIUGB0hqfJY_9MyAg2waQxlqF0MSACJGIaQ7pyv8SkpvtASJXmw3sTLyKuDIsYDsiIyOZ02JEv5BV6KSGJVrx9Q_2SrXzFqB_TRqizrzUyAaZ7wftSBjqhMh-nfhPhZ-6oUK_6xyllLL5lNKtCAw0nwjJWMHwGW-oIKsGi4Wo0AVm7Mv2vor_ClFwH2dO49Hi92sE7Sw4wgApd4VK24hJc8-aonTYQJq3Zn4PKSyc3b1LEMKtjDn27028OBOLd2v03PhfgXbIPIaohUgYza090ZOf6ox33Be2O053tt9IWTh7aQI8B-atffzoXqK2TW0o6zXf1wIfIKnzqq-pKgSn8VGLqUY7G7nv0HVRlFhCEXQpxYq5N8qpfJbOdUB3c0E2xeQkT25CwMU785LmPonJf9DV2m-TORFjYLIVWQvqDcP_sph5_SWbSjNTeQ91P0cAuoYf3yk1O8UwJwml4pzyoLuYzaAyYpWxfkbfSNqyC86VWaCDbpyxjtiGKeX8PnW6PQv74IYOFAh_neYM3UsQ==&c=GaSAY5FCJXXRKRJLgr-nB2x9A8ogMr5Ichu7Xnx_93ntoUNEIgYfcQ==&ch=QtzO2UIx4fTN1B8WpA9_IvmvZXgQ49DUOW-6u2rxcXBsu2hA9gLWjA==
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https://www.westohioumc.org/olentangyriver/event/ord-living-our-united-methodist-beliefs-united-methodist-heritage-lsm-class

Courses are open to anyone and especially for those seeking to assume leadership roles in their
congregation and across the conference. More information on Lay Servant Ministries can be found HERE

ENGAGE WITH UMC LEADERS IN UPCOMING WELL-BEING
WEBINARS

Ja United Methodist

%/ Foundation of West Ohio WesPath and the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry

(GBHEM) are partnering together to engage leaders and
changemakers in the UMC to address systemic issues affecting clergy
well-being.

This fall, you are invited to three webinars on clergy well-being. Learn
more about each of the five dimensions of well-being, the current state of each dimension based on the
2023 Clergy Well-Being Survey results and various resources available to you.

Clergy input on well-being is essential. Register now for any or all of these sessions:
e September 19, 1-2pm Central — Financial Well-Being Register Now
e Qctober 24, 1-2pm Central — Physical and Emotional Well-Being Register Now
e November 7, 1-2pm Central — Spiritual and Social Well-Being Register Now

Your Feedback is Important

How does the UMC impact clergy well-being? What steps could we take to create a work environment
more conducive to clergy well-being? Complete this short form to share how the church can be more
supportive of clergy well-being.

IT'S STEWARDSHIP SEASON!

With mid-August upon us, many pastors and church leaders are beginning to think about annual
stewardship campaigns. Many are finding themselves in the same place they were last year: unsure what
to do, unsure what to say, and generally feeling like it's time for the annual doctor’s checkup: everyone
knows it’s good for them, but no one wants to go!

Don't be that church! The United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio is YOUR go-to resource for
stewardship education information. If you need help with this year’s campaign, give us a call and we will
discuss it with you.

If you just want to get through this year but know that changes are needed, our program, Generosity
Abounds! is free to any church to use. It is NOT a plug and play one-size fits all annual campaign
package. It's a step-by-step guide to help you increase discipleship and engagement and start on a path
to creating a culture of generosity in your church. The best time to start this program is about a year in
advance of when you want to start seeing results. So start now for next year! We can walk you through
it or you can do it on your own. Find out more at https://umfwestohio.org/services-for-
churches/stewardship-education-resources/ or give us a call.

CONFERENCE TRUSTEES ANNOUNCE GROUP UTILITIES PURCHASING PLAN WITH INTEGRITY ENERGY

West Ohio Conference Trustees are pleased to introduce your church to Integrity Energy. Integrity Energy
is a broker that will help minimize your utility expenses by comparing your current rates and contracts
with the best available in the market. With demand for energy increasing quickly because of the
expansion of data centers and other economic development, rates are forecast to increase significantly in
2025.

While there is no obligation to work with Integrity Energy, it makes sense if they can reduce utility
expenses so you have more resources for your mission. Click here to learn more about Integrity Energy.
Click here to read about what will drive energy prices in 2025.

UMFWO RECOMMENDED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well-Being — we're excited that Wespath is providing an online version
of this course open to anyone this fall, starting soon on September 9. Financial literacy is one of our
stewardship standards, so we highly recommend this for any church leader who wants to provide the
class in their church next year.

Financial Leadership for Churches — this comprehensive course with content similar to our Generosity
Abounds program is offered through Garrett Theological Seminary. It is pricey but you can get 2 CEUs
and take another person. Call us if you want to attend and we can discuss scholarships. There is also a
$500 incentive program for attendees who qualify.

Cultivating the Craft of Asking - develop your skills and confidence in asking donors for financial support.
Through the five online sessions, you will learn techniques to help you deepen donor relationships to
connect vision to mission while actively making progress on your own ministry goals — from a capital
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campaign to funding mission work. Provided through Myte Ministries.

The Foundation has lots of other resources we can share with you. Just give us a call to discuss your
needs so we can make tailored recommendations. sblack@wocumc.org 380-223-9257

NEW ZENLER PLATFORM

‘ T :
~‘° r a ' n I n g “ ”  This online training for Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee offers

the responsibilities, requirements, and helpful downloadable materials
Le Q r.h ~ to facilitate an effective S/PPRC.

STAFF/PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE TRAINING &
R oK RESOURCES AVAILABLE ON WEST OHIO'S

Wie,
Tleer,, Solg;
_"Capy,.

Click here for details

APPORTIONMENT E-STATEMENTS NOW AVAILABLE
West Ohio is now offering apportionment statements by e-mail.

Service begins 11/1/24

To receive your first e-statement in October, sign up by 10/18/24

After the initial 10/18/24 deadline, registration will remain open
GO GREEN WITH indefinitely; however, your first emailed statement will not begin until

E-STATEMENTS the following month after you've signed up.
“~— Once registered:

Paper statements are no longer sent to your church by mail

Treasurers as well as lead pastors are automatically added to the e-statement distribution list
Additional email addresses may be added by emailing Rhonda Tyree at rtyree@wocumc.org

If a treasurer is not named for your church, please reach out to your district to set one up. This is
needed to receive e-statements

e This service is optional. If you prefer mailed statements, you do not need to do anything further.

Treasurers: To sign-up, register or sign on to our website at Homepage | West Ohio Conference of The
United Methodist Church (westohioumc.org). Then go to MyChurch in the upper righthand corner >
Choose Apportionments from the red menu > Choose Apportionment Statements.

PRISON FELLOW HOPE AND CONNECTION—IN PRISON AND OUT

ANGEL TREE Incarceration can strain family ties to the breaking point. By

providing Christmas gifts on behalf of incarcerated parents,

sending kids to summer camp, hosting sports camps, and other
activities, Prison Fellowship Angel Tree allows local congregations to extend the hope of the Gospel to
families with loved ones in prison.

In addition, Angel Tree invites and equips congregations to integrate Angel Tree families into church
activities year-round, resulting in mutually beneficial relationships that foster growth, support, and
encouragement.

More Information on how your church can participate - Prison Fellowship Angel Tree

185th OHIO METHODIST SOCIETY (OMHS) CONVOCATION
October 11-12, Springboro, Ohio

John Van Zandt was an abolitionist and conductor of the
Underground Railroad. He also got caught. His case was even
appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court (Jones v. Van Zandt, 1847). The
Court ruled that slavery was protected by the U.S. Constitution, which
gave the U.S. government the right and obligation to support it, and
so the Fugitive Save Act of 1793 was constitutional and enforceable even in the free state of Ohio. But
what is the connection between Harriet Beecher Stowe's book Uncle Tom's Cabin, the Methodist
Episcopal Church, and Springboro? Join us at the October Convocation to find out.

Registration (umhso.org)
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DISTRICT REMINDERS AND RESOURCES ?J\ B ‘g \ il T

ANNUAL REPORTING DUE DATES AR :
IR v
e April 15 28 W W .
e Year End Statistical Data to be entered in GCFA's AC ‘ ‘4)
Stats platform. Find Details HERE ‘ =
e Junel

e Committee Driven Reports (click HERE)
Parsonage Inspection

Trustee Legal & Property Report
Fund Balance Report

Clergy Evaluation

e December 1
e Charge Conference forms due - All Forms can be found HERE

ﬂ; WEST OHIO CONFERENCE NEWS HEADLINES & RESOURCES

“e . ~——o CONNECTING WEST OHIO (Connectional Ministries Resources & Schedule)

e 2024 GENERAL CONFERENCE Q&As

e UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION OF WEST OHIO

L. CLERGY WELLNESS FINANCIAL RESOURCE GUIDE

e ALL IN COMMUNITY EQUIPPING EVENTS

e GENERATE OHIO (Resources for Congregations Seeing to Grow Younger )

e WEST OHIO CONFERENCE NEWS

e EVENTS AROUND THE CONFERENCE

e MINISTRY RESOURCE HELPLINE

o CLASSIFIEDS

e SAFE SANCTUARIES RESOURCES

e MALACHI PROJECT RESOURCES

e UPDATE YOUR CHURCH PROFILE

e DISABILITY AUDIT FOR YOUR CHURCH BUILDING

CLICK HERE TO BE DIRECTED TO THE WEST OHIO CONFERENCE'S HOMEPAGE FOR OTHER NEWS

CONTINUING OUR PRAYER MINISTRY

It has been a standing custom to list several churches each month to lift
in prayer. Please add these churches and their pastors to your prayer lists
this month. Pray for the congregation, the pastor, their ministries and the
communities they serve.

Week of September 1

South Salem UMC, Pastor Sam Mincey
Week of September 8

Springbank UMC, Pastor Jim Wade
Week of September 15

Sharon (Clinton) UMC, Pastor James Rawlins
Week of September 22

Staunton UMC, Pastor Mark Armstrong
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https://www.westohioumc.org/ministries/disability-ministries
https://www.westohioumc.org/

e Week of September 29
Stone Chapel UMC, served by Laity
e Week of October 6
Stoutsville Fairview UMC, Pastor Kenn Barton

CLICK HERE FOR A LIST OF ALL CHURCHES AND PASTORS IN THE SCIOTO RIVER DISTRICT

Scioto River District, West Ohio Conference, The United Methodist Church | 260 Mill Street, PO
Box 124 | Chillicothe, OH 45601 US
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