
Scioto River District Website FACEBOOK - Check here for
local church events

LIST OF CHURCHES AND PASTORS IN THE SCIOTO RIVER DISTRICT

TEMPORARY CHANGE IN OFFICE HOURS
August 25 - October 6

District Administrative Assistant, Diana Hall, will be out of the office for
two weeks beginning August 25 and will maintain limited hours
September 7 until October 6.

If you need assistance, you may reach out to Barbara Conover, Hocking
River District Administrative Assistant (bconover@woucmc.org) or Jill
Philipp, West Ohio Conference Director of Administrative Services
(jphilipp@wocumc.org). They can answer your questions or connect you
with D.S. Wes Souders. You may also reach out to the West Ohio
Conference Office, 614-844-6200.

SCIOTO RIVER DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
INSTALLATION SERVICE
September 7, 4:00pm

First UMC, 405 South Street, Greenfield

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung will l ead a Service Celebrating the Appointment of
Scioto River District Superintendent, Rev. Wes Souders.

A light reception will follow the service. Please join us as we gather in
celebration of Wes' appointment to the superintendency. Everyone is
welcome. Accessible parking and elevator are available.

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES IN THE SCIOTO RIVER DISTRICT

Regional Charge Conferences are scheduled for the following dates
(locations to be determined)

Sunday October 26 - two locations at 2:00pm and 6:00pm
Sunday November 2- two locations at 2:00pm and 6:00pm
Sunday, November 9 - one location at 2:00pm

Start planning for 2026 ministries now!
Charge Conference Forms

https://www.westohioumc.org/sciotoriver
https://www.facebook.com/SciotoRiverDistrict
https://files.constantcontact.com/af074c8b001/ebf8e9a2-be94-4c88-a152-e06fa0e4f564.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.westohioumc.org/stewardshipfinancebenefits/2025-charge-conference-and-annual-report-forms
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=59b6d0ea-70d9-408a-8e1d-2da230d0e7d6


GO! GRANT APPLICATIONS OPEN SEPTEMBER 1

Are you bursting with passion and creativity to revolutionize ministry and make a lasting impact on your
community?
 
Go! Grants support  new, innovative ministry ideas  that help West Ohio United Methodist churches build
meaningful relationships beyond the walls of the church and within their local communities.
 
The Go! Grant application goes live Monday, September 1, 2025.

Last year, the West Ohio Conference received 220 applications for a Go! Grant. This year, we look
forward to more churches applying. For help with ideation or questions, please plan to join one of the six
Zoom whiteboard sessions.

More information

SCIOTO RIVER DISTRICT STRATEGIC MINISTRY
GRANT APPLICATIONS DUE OCTOBER 1

We are so excited in the Scioto River District to
partner with our churches in developing
meaningful, life-changing ministry!! 

Details can be found HERE

LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES COURSES
AVAILABLE

PLAN TO ATTEND THE UPCOMING PRE-
RETIREMENT WORKSHOP

You're Invited to Pre-Retirement Workshop
Hosted by the West Ohio Conference Benefits
Office in collaboration with Wespath Benefits and
Investments, scheduled for Tuesday, September
9, 2025, from 10:00 am – 3:00 pm at the West
Ohio Conference Center in Worthington, Ohio.

This workshop is intended for active clergy
enrolled in the Clergy Retirement Security
Program (CRSP) and the upcoming COMPASS
Retirement Plan, who plan to retire within the
next 1 to 10 years. It will offer information on
steps to begin preparing for retirement.

"Lord, Teach Us to Pray"

https://www.westohioumc.org/2026-go-grants
https://www.westohioumc.org/sciotoriver/district-grants
https://files.constantcontact.com/af074c8b001/2b9e7470-4f2e-4208-ab40-93a2912ebac5.pdf?rdr=true


REGISTER HERE ​ E-magazine or PDF Version

CERTIFIED LAY MINISTER ACADEMY RETREAT
September 5-6, West Ohio Conference Center, Worthington

Beginning on Friday from 6-8:30pm, the retreat will offer an
informational session  for those not enrolled in the Academy but
interested in becoming a Certified Lay Minister. You will learn about the
Certified Lay Minister Academy and hear from some of West Ohio's
Certified Lay Ministers as they share their ministry journey. Other
Certified Lay Ministers currently serving in West Ohio are invited to
attend.
 
On Saturday, from 9am-3:30pm, the Academy kicks off with two courses:
Spiritual Disciplines and Cultural Competency. The day will offer opportunities to explore the Academy
further, reflect, and enjoy time together. The weekend concludes with worship and communion.
 

​More information or Register
 

Click HERE for details on becoming a Certified Lay Minister or Contact Kathy Moore at
kathymoore@wocumc.org with any questions.

FESTIVAL OF SHARING
 
The Festival of Sharing is a yearly service opportunity for United
Methodists to prepare kits for hygiene, school, and cleanup to be
delivered to those in need.
 
Kit collection is taking place at First Community Church in Columbus
again this year on Friday, September 26 from 3-5pm and Saturday,
September 27 from 9-11am.

Visit the FOS website to find the list of kits needed and the packaging
instructions for each one. The item list for the hygiene kits has changed!
Click here for the current list.

Drop off times & locations in the Scioto River District:
Trinity UMC, Chillicothe
9/4 (Thu) - 12:00-3:30p
9/9 (Tue) - 9:00a-1:00p
9/16 (Tue) - 12:00-3:30p
9/18 (Thu) - 9:00a-1:00p

Jackson Area Ministries - Jackson
Call for details - (740) 286-1320

MISSION CELEBRATION LOOKS BACK IN GRATITUDE, FORWARD IN
HOPE

American and Korean Methodists gathered to celebrate a mission
partnership that began more than 140 years ago and continues to inspire
lives today. More than 200 people attended the three-day event August
4-6 at Church of the Saviour in Cleveland Heights. Attendees heard faith
stories, lectures and panel discussions from people impacted by the lives
of Mary and William Scranton.
 
“With a grateful heart, I see our church will be continually engaging in the advancement of the kingdom,
with The United Methodist Church and Korean Methodist Church working together, holding this
relationship as precious,” said Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, resident bishop of the Ohio Episcopal Area. “This is
God’s mission.”
 

EVENT RECAP

ANNOUNCING THE NEW FRAMEWORK FOR LEADERSHIP

The Leadership Development Team of the West Ohio Conference of the

https://www.westohioumc.org/events
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/50b784b0d6.html
https://files.constantcontact.com/d20bd20a001/6631ccce-5103-4b5e-94ab-f532f8f79121.pdf?rdr=true
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cN7WDIz9ZnXoaoGUGom0YR1N-f41L0Fz5HYBjiT9bHKQ0xaPFYAQwCi2PbX8XVoZ7K0x6FNQeu-8hIbDyHmUkowZkoTTfrrSri40Mb4pQKcvGBANnd0H7KyR9pwDhbGYfxIX-LUqCYDm7UcnQFjT8wiM2-hmqxshtXaENcxCqGsjTCsVfpIkElgHajoW-23T7thw1IMYIgdLq4I1-jEMumyPFQyOXlWqAb4CXXQhUZQ=&c=Q6-GJxZIQHaJNlq6KuD_l7hcPkUP092DC1L4WtwZf_fTJcGKgYvllQ==&ch=VET_vm44We_Vn_4C3W-tbNrWcPcPtdG_RltQuxM2SiQ20Ez04fwCfg==
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cN7WDIz9ZnXoaoGUGom0YR1N-f41L0Fz5HYBjiT9bHKQ0xaPFYAQwCi2PbX8XVoZ7K0x6FNQeu-8hIbDyHmUkowZkoTTfrrSri40Mb4pQKcvGBANnd0H7KyR9pwDhbGYfxIX-LUqCYDm7UcnQFjT8wiM2-hmqxshtXaENcxCqGsjTCsVfpIkElgHajoW-23T7thw1IMYIgdLq4I1-jEMumyPFQyOXlWqAb4CXXQhUZQ=&c=Q6-GJxZIQHaJNlq6KuD_l7hcPkUP092DC1L4WtwZf_fTJcGKgYvllQ==&ch=VET_vm44We_Vn_4C3W-tbNrWcPcPtdG_RltQuxM2SiQ20Ez04fwCfg==
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/page/files/CLM - STEPS TO BECOMING A CERTIFIED LAY MINISTER_0.pdf
mailto:kathymoore@wocumc.org
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FobFgl_qJLpTdWSQI99uVa7MCayFNx0-tQw5efebgdcdGscV6QepC3t6oCmsDzymgn4JLe9AFaQLEfykemwfNHSy7VpfYP3QfL6Z_RUw3ADAmorMkZ0ipEUyRC3aWak65JZfioQt3Xa5JpeSYMraMA==&c=ZU3DqsBlzSzIbwbL852MlNYaerPaz_J-twJKbozDsUZVAI3-ctz5ng==&ch=qVWrDc4lLr3jgFHwpQBeHMjTTUO7cc3K8Vu9jhnjriB75MkN3u563A==
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FobFgl_qJLpTdWSQI99uVa7MCayFNx0-tQw5efebgdcdGscV6QepC3t6oCmsDzymwi3A0pjAHH2soAkj04Pt6Iftse9DDh01Dbw76jofBkOXM8AuMHMHA4yNBvrOJ42bJP8ygbJxEU6oWX5kOBrwjZaf9Koall_8y1k150uE5Ud5iEM5oMNhA6iFXV_V6JYo&c=ZU3DqsBlzSzIbwbL852MlNYaerPaz_J-twJKbozDsUZVAI3-ctz5ng==&ch=qVWrDc4lLr3jgFHwpQBeHMjTTUO7cc3K8Vu9jhnjriB75MkN3u563A==
tel:7402861320
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LSkrcRUQaoYBS6Mb7rOauQGHHdU9QalYUH44dTpSsG8aarh0RXsQmDWo1k9b5rUdTNR6Zs6ymmWkC-2J0GAbrmW8daEQyRarqk6EWn1yTPBBYHzZA1JcOUO8mIKPLsXyVzc9ocEFgLXjP2FzxnylMb3ADQ1opFhCIPs4i9qMSSjUcr6TzbxRU-eHEzvEwQx0fXoHBeIDC_bwPP3eCrLcTw6aYqDF16TD0nNhOATl_Gc=&c=yRLjvZ-86HdhRzzAVHv-dczD-3jpuI3BaQ906z2_QWYKEpbkZ3pamg==&ch=7Kjl_KbvJ7syS2g4kRk1BjON4u6BB707Cnh6GL6UGZ6tUWfAqc3bmg==


United Methodist Church is excited to introduce the new Framework for
Leadership, a spiritually grounded and mission-driven model designed to
guide leaders in their journey of personal growth, relational leadership,
and community impact.

Rooted in Wesleyan values and responsive to the evolving needs of our
congregations and ministries, this framework offers a holistic approach to
leadership—one that nurtures the heart, equips the mind, and
strengthens the hands of those called to serve. READ MORE

DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES GOLF OUTING
Saturday, October 11, 2025

Bent Tree Golf Club, Sunbury, Ohio

What do golf clubs, good food, and God’s mission have in
common? They’re all part of the swing at Discipleship Ministries’
First Annual Golf Outing, and you’re invited!

Whether you’re a seasoned pro or can’t remember the last time
you picked up a driver, this is your chance to put purpose behind every putt.

FLYER

LAITY SUNDAY October 19, 2025     is a special Sunday
defined by General Conference “to celebrate the
ministry of all Christians” (The Book of Discipline –
2020/2024, ¶ 264.2).
 
The ministry of the laity is the work of mission or
ministry to which each believer is called. As Christians,
we are all called to this ministry or priesthood – not
just clergy. Each of us has a responsibility to proclaim
the Good News and reach out to others in love.
 
Traditionally observed on the third Sunday in October, Laity Sunday celebrates the deeply held deep
conviction that all people are called to participate in God’s mission and live out this calling through the
ministry of the church.
 
Ministries of the laity include lay leaders, lay servants, Sunday school teachers, small group Bible study
leaders, deaconesses, home missioners, and other roles not held by ordained clergy.
 
The theme for the 2025 Laity Sunday is Be Strong in the Spirit (Ephesians 3:16). For resources, visit the
Discipleship Ministries website by clicking here.
 
Other resources will be available from the West Ohio Conference Co-Lay Leaders and the Director of
Faith Formation and Lay Ministry in the next few weeks.

CLASSIFIEDS

PASTOR RELIEF SOCIETY PROVIDES SUPPORT
FOR CLERGY

https://www.westohioumc.org/news/announcing-new-framework-leadership
https://files.constantcontact.com/af074c8b001/3fa40764-3b0d-4b96-a528-67126d8a959f.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning
https://www.westohioumc.org/classifieds
https://www.westohioumc.org/news/prs-west-ohio-helping-clergy-1837


CONNECT YOUR COLLEGE STUDENT THROUGH
WOC CAMPUS MINISTRIES

NEED TO MAKE A WILL?
The UM Foundation of West Ohio has you

covered

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE NEW LEADERSHIP
LABS FROM ALL IN COMMUNITY

COMMON COPYRIGHT MYTHS

OHIO'S ANNUAL REENTRY COMMUNITY
GATHERING SET
September 24-25

H.O.M.E. for the Future

PAY YOUR APPORTIONMENTS ONLINE WITH E-
CHECK

CONFERENCE NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES
(CLICK ON THE LINK FOR MORE INFORMATION)

West Ohio Conference Homepage

Events Around the Conference

Emerging Generations Resources Available. Find
information about ministries connected to
children, youth, and young adults.

​NewZenler Training Platform

Update Your Church Profile

New & Improved MissionInsite is Available

United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio

Connecting West Ohio (Connectional Ministries
Resources & Schedule)\

New Clergy Financial Wellness Resource Guide

Ministry Resource Helpline

CONTINUING OUR PRAYER MINISTRY

It has been a long-standing tradition to pray for a local church
each week. Please add these churches and their pastors to your
prayer lists this month. Pray for the congregation, the pastor,
their ministries and the communities they serve.

Week of August 24
South Point UMC, Pastor Jamie Mosley
Felicity UMC, Pastor Roger Dill

https://files.constantcontact.com/af074c8b001/032a53ca-3b74-486b-9e25-f5042f03dde9.pdf?rdr=true
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cN7WDIz9ZnXoaoGUGom0YR1N-f41L0Fz5HYBjiT9bHKQ0xaPFYAQwPLpiYA4xUILJca8PBYvE8DPF5HVm7jOVVVzNAnzR7WaTTOFctwoZx2sPBkTjcOCOd-kQqta1A-CIxWmhg_UZRat4IIAnRicjbHIjyxAZCwaTOeOww-Yf5KbNDVGZ6YpwHliiE5UInqvE3K5Tv2vsMI0GgkKAeraoA==&c=Q6-GJxZIQHaJNlq6KuD_l7hcPkUP092DC1L4WtwZf_fTJcGKgYvllQ==&ch=VET_vm44We_Vn_4C3W-tbNrWcPcPtdG_RltQuxM2SiQ20Ez04fwCfg==
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cN7WDIz9ZnXoaoGUGom0YR1N-f41L0Fz5HYBjiT9bHKQ0xaPFYAQwPLpiYA4xUILJca8PBYvE8DPF5HVm7jOVVVzNAnzR7WaTTOFctwoZx2sPBkTjcOCOd-kQqta1A-CIxWmhg_UZRat4IIAnRicjbHIjyxAZCwaTOeOww-Yf5KbNDVGZ6YpwHliiE5UInqvE3K5Tv2vsMI0GgkKAeraoA==&c=Q6-GJxZIQHaJNlq6KuD_l7hcPkUP092DC1L4WtwZf_fTJcGKgYvllQ==&ch=VET_vm44We_Vn_4C3W-tbNrWcPcPtdG_RltQuxM2SiQ20Ez04fwCfg==
https://www.westohioumc.org/ministries/equipping-events
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00112dNMf0fOCajtRMGIapN5rkJej_JA-ruYCU4-GAhUXyMoDyWnf9JLSdDgnI75_2LBrkbZP-ZQhMZS7H351bCrgRNRrUrPOBbT8jQz2LCOBfnusBZ2Cf2xK68GHjAu4nykYlPam3AioHojQBtA6romTrGu8aW_Ck6Y-73plkF8SYbWpcS09X8QDXgWEPwVBTpRJzcwXobRDE=&c=3Srwot6Oe3NLMzpByVsmzxNF1uiIuJTjsGqLiB8UV67FAF_ibHZ-Mg==&ch=kJN2-J0eEmVh5ReNHZjEaJSgSWe6U7DB5lLaXxuH1mwGANgM2DNlSQ==
https://www.westohioumc.org/news/ohios-annual-reentry-community-gathering-scheduled-september-24-25
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/2025-08/WOC Apportionment E-Check Good to Know Media.pdf
https://www.westohioumc.org/
https://www.westohioumc.org/events
https://www.westohioumc.org/ministries/emerging-generations
https://westohioumc.newzenler.com/
https://www.umc.org/en/find-a-church?utm_source=communication essentials&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=resourceumc&utm_content=fac06/23/2021&mkt_tok=MDc4LUpYUS02NDMAAAF92PP1TSvL7gTBt7Q8uwdMCz670d4xPdhfkdcksz286so4-wu4-34siFlcpnFq7CPZ4fVnsD4dEVW3SbZcv_FU8RpNtF1yg3vbg_bF5vd81VUWvA
https://app.missioninsite.com/login
https://umfwestohio.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/af074c8b001/3f566fb9-c384-4f9c-8f59-08aa0871b476.pdf?rdr=true_gl=1*yrkh8x*_gcl_dc*R0NMLjE3Mjc4ODY3MjEuMmM1YWI3ODc1YzRlMTI2NzgyY2ZkMTdhMjkzYjQzYWY.*_gcl_au*MTM4NTY3NTkzLjE3Mjc0NDE5NjE.*_ga*NTgzOTEwNzU1LjE3Mjc0NDE0Njg.*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTcyNzg4MjUzNy40LjEuMTcyNzg5NDk4Ni42MC4wLjA.&_gl=1*1k53d7i*_gcl_au*MTExODAxOTA2Ni4xNzM1ODM0ODYx*_ga*NTgzOTEwNzU1LjE3Mjc0NDE0Njg.*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTc0MzE4MDc0MC45My4xLjE3NDMxODc2MDEuNTUuMC4w
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yVVTH0XNCGtfGLu8DEoblw3ZYM4q5OXWUc6Nzm1RobshTyM7x8ocu5eFg5EaCQIKYs9cd_9j2cjHOp7iUg4DUJgqGoFAWl1HPVtDu-DVLJBt_OYA_HtS8ssOOHqVnk5QIkh6gkW_NSleBbn3k8RqjvB_gjW0zzzQr2xRjUAmy157XeHGm3M_FA==&c=Juk72wVMrifpdYPb-xNP09yTUQ5ZwZktS0kpl0Gir6dKeHvAQiJDVw==&ch=s7fUBVTSWVrEm0h2253VMdbzRm06lRkDu6MOBFdkYoX4PKum_P7Dqg==
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/ministry-resource-helpline


Jamestown UMC, Pastor Scott Hicks
Week of August 31

South Salem UMC, Pastor Sam Mincey
Lancaster First UMC, Pastor Nikki Baker & Pastor Kathleen Kisner
Lancaster Maple Street, Pastor Kevin Chambers

Week of September 7
Springbank UMC, Pastor Jim Wade
Lancaster Pine Grove UMC, Pastor William Weaver
Laurel UMC, Pastor William Zeller

Week of September 14
Staunton UMC, Pastor Mark Armstrong
Lithopolis UMC, Pastor Alex Feldman
New Faith UMC, Pastor Shanna Hahn

Week of September 21
Stone Chapel UMC, served by Laity
New Jasper UMC, Pastor Alice Kay Lovelace
Old Town UMC, Pastor Latoya Warren

Week of September 28
Stoutsville St Paul UMC, Pastor Sujin Kim
Owensville UMC, Pastor David Tennant
Pickerington Fairview UMC, Pastor Patricia Wycuff

Week of October 5
Stoutsville St Paul UMC, Pastor Tim Buchanon
Pickerington Peace UMC, Pastor Bill Lyle
Pleasant Hill White UMC, Pastor Kevin Chambers
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