
October 2024 News & Updates

Scioto River
District Website

FACEBOOK -
Check here for

local church
events

YouTube

THE OUTSIDERS
 
Dear friends and family of the Scioto River District
 
Have you ever felt like an outsider? Or have you ever caused
someone to feel like an outsider (whether intentionally or
unintentionally)?
 
Years ago, a group of pastors met in a small rural community near
Springfield, Ohio. After the gathering, they decided to check out a
local “mom and pop” diner. Country music was blaring. People were
laughing, smiling, eating, drinking and having a good ol’ time.
 
When the front door swung open, in came this group of pastors.

Now, they weren’t wearing their clergy robes or collars, but they definitely didn’t look like everyone else.
 
Suddenly, it seemed as if the music came to a crashing halt. And all eyes were on this group of
“outsiders.” Well, as it turned out, it wasn’t the entire group, but just one. That one was ME. (Boy, was it
ever awkward!) Although no one spoke, the message came through loud and clear to me. “You’re not
from around here! You don’t belong here!”
 
I felt like I was in a scene from “STAR WARS: Episode 4 ‘A New Hope’.”  When Luke Skywalker, Obi Wan
Kenobi, and two droids (C3PO and R2-D2) entered a bar, immediately, the bartender pointed to the two
droids and shouted, “HEY! We don’t serve their kind!” So, the droids waited outside!
 
Sometimes we don’t intend to demean others. Maybe our ignorance of the differences around us
unintentionally causes pain and hurt to others. There may be times, however, when we know exactly
what we are doing or saying and how we deliberately hurt others.
 
How are we treating others?
 
“Act wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity. Your speech should always be gracious
and sprinkled with insight so that you may know how to respond to every person.” (Colossians 4:5-6
CEB)
 
Let us remember, welcome and pray for the outsider!
 
 
Mark

Many thanks  to the pastors and churches that hosted One-on-
One meetings this summer/fall. It was a joy to meet so many
pastors for the first time and a blessing to spend time with each
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pastor and to learn about the amazing ministries taking place in
their lives as well as in the churches and communities they
serve.

200th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF MISSION & MINISTRY

Congratulations to Pastor Dan Pelzel and Winchester UMC on 200 years!

Bishop Jung and Rev. Im Jung, Rev. Calvin (Sandra) Alston and others were among the participants and
guests.

Winchester UMC is the first church in West Ohio Conference that Bishop Jung visited!



PASTOR PUBLISHES BOOK:
LIVE YOUR VALUES: LETTING THE ART OF YOUR STORY COLOR THE WAY YOU

LIVE EACH DAY

Congratulations to Reverend Kenn Barton, pastor of Circleville Good Shepherd
UMC & Stoutsville Fairview UMC, whose book was recently published. Available
HERE.

In the act of telling and remembering our daily experiences, core values for our
lives seem to appear. Through the author's simple and engaging storytelling, we
can realize that the impact our life’s experiences have on shaping who we are,
help us come to live more and more in the way that we naturally intend. By
examining the events of our lives, we see the values that keep popping up that
spur us forward, keep us going, and build our character. With some thoughtful
reflection, we can identify these recurring values clearly enough so that we can

begin to live them out into the world more and more.

LOCAL CHURCH ANNUAL CHARGE CONFERENCES SCHEDULED

It is Charge Conference time and time to begin preparing for a
new year of ministry.

The Scioto River District has designated specific locations by
county and identified potential circuits for ministry collaboration.
Each church is encouraged to participate in the conference held
in its respective county.

DATES AND LOCATIONS
Your church leadership should have a Church Council/ Leadership Team/ Administrative Board
meeting to complete all work  before attending your regional Charge Conference. (Note that you
do not need to secure an Elder to preside at this meeting.)

https://www.amazon.com/Live-Your-Values-Letting-Story/dp/B0DFMZJ1DD/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1B3LF9DPDQ4W3&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.XuEYWzMtKvTbfd9zv_plBg.pUFlVYyzA5FVvzkjFHcaIc01Jzq9tdkJrd0zwsTnGHI&dib_tag=se&keywords=%22Live+Your+Values%2C+Letting+the+Art+of+Your+Story+Color+the+Way+You+Live+Each+Day.%22&qid=1727887887&sprefix=live+your+values%2C+letting+the+art+of+your+story+color+the+way+you+live+each+day.+%2Caps%2C264&sr=8-1
https://files.constantcontact.com/af074c8b001/788215e3-da20-4507-90e6-4beeeddc07a3.pdf?rdr=true


Each church should bring with them copies of the following approved forms, which will be
received and blessed during our worship time together: 

Lay Leadership Nominations
Ministry Recommendations, if any
2025 Pastor Compensation Report
the Signature Page signifying that the Church Council/ Board/ Leadership Team has voted
and approved all charge conference forms

It is preferred that all forms have been completed and uploaded to the MyChurch platform on
West Ohio Conference’s website prior to the regional conference. If that cannot be done, please
bring all forms to the regional conference.
Note that these regional Charge Conferences are       your annual charge conference, so use these  
regional charge conference dates in your paperwork . Church leaders and pastors are to attend, 
and please invite all church members to attend with you. This should be a celebration of              
ministry!  

WHAT DO I NEED TO GET READY FOR CHARGE CONFERENCE?

​SAMPLE AGENDA & COMPLETE CHARGE CONFERENCE PACKET

 
SPRINGFIELD PRAYER, PRAISE & COMMUNITY WORSHIP

SERVICE
October 11, NOON

Grace UMC
1401 W Main Street, Springfield

Join Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, Western Lakes District Superintendent
Rev. Dr. Jim Wilson, and pastors from the Springfield area for a
time of Prayer, Praise, and Community for the people of
Springfield.

INSTALLATION SERVICE FOR BISHOP HEE-SOO JUNG
Oct 12, 4:00 pm

Columbus Trinity UMC
1581 Cambridge Blvd, Columbus

Please join us as we welcome Bishop Hee-Soo Jung and his
spouse, Rev. Im-Hyon, to the West Ohio Annual Conference at his
installation service. Bishop Hee-Soo Jung has been assigned to
The Ohio Episcopal Area, which includes the East and West Ohio
Conferences. His assignment began September 1

Bishop Jung's bio

OCTOBER'S MINISTRY MONDAY TO DISCUSS ODRC'S
CHRISTMAS MIRACLE PROGRAM

October 28, 7:00 p.m. Virtual

All In Community’s Ministry Monday information session in
October will discuss how to get involved with Christmas Miracle,
an annual event through the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation
and Correction (ODRC) that is held at various state correctional
facilities. In conjunction with The Four Seven Ministries out of
Cincinnati, ODRC has created a beautiful opportunity for families

to experience the Christmas holiday with their incarcerated loved ones. 

Join us on October 28 beginning at 7:00pm to hear details about this year’s plans. You will find out how
you can help to make Christmas magical for those who are often forgotten and left out of holiday
celebrations.
 

ADVANCED REGISTRATION REQUIRED 
https://qrco.de/bfQRAo 

Cost:      FREE

Questions and requests for the ZOOM link can be directed to Jami Nathan, AIC Ministries Coordinator, by
email (jami.nathan.22@gmail.com) or by phone (419-591-9717). 

FLIER
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https://qrco.de/bfQRAo
mailto:jami.nathan.22@gmail.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/af074c8b001/ecccae7f-e5eb-437f-bf5d-6fd3783260ce.pdf?rdr=true


As we witness the immense devastation caused by Hurricane
Helene in the Southeast US, know that the conferences in those
areas are working around the clock to check in with affected
community leaders, clergy, and disaster response teams. 

In the coming days, more information available on ways you can
help with the recovery efforts across the areas. In the meantime, prayerfully consider the list of ways
you can help below. We know that our United Methodist family will show up with abundance to help
those whose lives and livelihoods have been impacted by this storm. We thank you for your generosity
and support. 
 
How you can help:

Pray for those impacted by Hurricane Helene.
Encourage your churches to donate to support UMCOR's relief efforts.

Direct donations to UMCOR: Global Ministries - UMCOR US Disaster Response and Recovery
(umcmission.org)
You may also donate through West Ohio Conference UMC - note UMCOR: Hurricane on the
memo line.

Early Response Team Training . See below for the next West Ohio Conference training.
UMCOR Cleaning Bucket  s: We will likely need UMCOR Cleaning Buckets to replace those
distributed to impacted areas. Instructions for making kits can be found
here: https://umcmission.org/umcor-cleaning-kit
Pause: do not self-deploy to the area. Due to the nature and magnitude of this disaster, it will
take months, maybe even years to recover. Just so you know, you will be needed. Just not yet.
We will provide more updates as they become available.

EARLY RESPONSE TEAM TRAINING & RECERTIFICATION

The eight-hour basic class ERT training will teach you how to
assist survivors of natural disasters in their time of need. You will
learn how to provide a Christian presence while taking steps to
prevent further damage to the family's personal property; this
may include tarping, debris removal, cleaning out flooded homes,
etc. FEMA recognizes this training to enter a disaster scene. The
recertification class will take place during the morning session and
is only for those who have completed the basic course and are
within one year of the date their badge expired. Cost is $40 for
the basic class; $35 for recertification. All Districts welcome!
 

Deadline to Register: Monday, November 4
 
NOTE: A background check is required to receive an ERT badge from UMCOR. You will receive a link to
run a background check with UMCOR when you register online. Please complete the background check
prior to the class. Your badge cannot be processed without a current background check on file with
UMCOR.
 
Sat, 11/09/2024 - 08:00- 4:00
Event Sponsored By West Ohio Conference Disaster Response Ministries
Hocking River District Office
47 Johnson Rd, The Plains, OH
Contact Mariellyn Grace at mgrace@wocumc.org
 

Register Now!

VIM Team Leader Training, November 2 : Are you planning a mission journey in 2025 or beyond? Join
West Ohio for a Volunteers in Mission (VIM) Team Leader Training! With an experienced team leader as
instructor, you will learn how to plan and lead a mission experience in Ohio, the United States, or around
the world. You will also be provided with checklists, timelines, team forms, and practical resources for
nurturing the spiritual life of your team. A background check is required. Volunteers in Mission (VIM)
Team Leader Training | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church (westohioumc.org)

Fall 2024 UMCOR Kit Collection : After the devastation of Hurricane Helene, Midwest Mission Distribution

https://www.wnccumc.org/newsdetail/bishop-carter-offers-a-prayer-for-the-people-of-western-north-carolina-18661825
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-620-umcor-us-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx?fbclid=IwY2xjawFqYjZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHfWZx6TJFJV8-6SU8uvvABk1poM4YAnKylUhgqUJLlQSmHbmbiyOEN93jQ_aem_Ykc3LJrkuF91KdXU8xiMqA
https://umcmission.org/umcor-cleaning-kit/
mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com:443/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fnbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001FNmkiOzMDnGlhIKUP0Vhi0GzOwInxks3b3yy93a6fHg85d31x6iyS1Zxkzt09Chrppdx0o3OJxrtq1%2d7OouiL46ZScJvrz2%2dm3Pyr3atE5AHguLpiCNeeRZIp4uIXLUdkgXmiovs6UYmu9UDZ82bGR1w%2dYF6KL3aK9p3Fg5Ow6cEDeGjNf9i6G8e0BFST23NpXTq%5fEU3Xk8OMjDkbEKBvytLm3W4Jh2A%26c%3dbRVXwa4l8Kq4YNW81veEB1s4KkyiHVDjooNGsBqgPVFMb63wDK5Y%5fw%3d%3d%26ch%3djb9nQCKvnK9SPF3Ho0aLx4IrRkAE%5fRJSBr7O4LSWsd0Zw6bPNv8mIQ%3d%3d&umid=530144e7-aadf-4cf6-a7e7-223ed6f8f3c0&auth=7e5c486f135444ac7cfa9fe85508a74dbd776877-81c91e6847b0a2a053f4a73ef0a4ea51a33936c6
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/volunteers-mission-vim-team-leader-training


Center (MMDC) needs our help replenishing their stock of UMCOR Cleaning, Hygiene, and Menstrual
Hygiene kits. From October 1-31, 2024, these kits - as well as other supplies. Fall 2024 UMCOR Kit
Collection | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church (westohioumc.org)

WEST OHIO CONFERENCE'S **NEW** SPARK MAGAZINE

UNITED FOUNDATION OF WEST OHIO FREE UPCOMING SEMINARS

​ENGAGE WITH UMC LEADERS IN WELL-BEING WEBINARS

​2025 HEALTH-FLEX ANNUAL OPEN ENROLLMENT TEASER

2024 NONPROFIT PARTNER SUMMIT

LOOKING FOR A LOCAL OUTREACH PROGRAM TO GET INVOLVED
WITH?

Clothed in Grace Ministry needs your support!
 
Trinity UMC has allowed the homeless of Chillicothe to shower in their
building for several years. In 2022 they began offering new and gently
used clothing to those in need as well. They also began offering to wash
clothes for the homeless and give them a bagged lunch to eat. When the
ministry started, they would serve approximately 15 people a
day. Currently, they serve 55-65 people a day with showers, laundry,
clothing, and lunch. Trinity Church has borne all the expenses and most
of the donations so far, but they can’t seem to keep up with
demand. They are asking surrounding churches for help with supplies,
financial donations, and volunteers (if able).
 

LIST OF ITEMS NEEDED

For more information, contact the Trinity office at 740-773-6640 or  office@chillicothetrinity.org

LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES COURSES AVAILABLE
(classes are offered in person, via Zoom or a combination of both)

Leading Worship - October 18-19, 2024
Olentangy River District - Register Here
 
Living Our United Methodist Beliefs (United Methodist Heritage)
November 3,5,7,10,14, 2024
Olentangy River District - Register Here 

Courses are open to anyone and especially for those seeking to assume
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leadership roles in their congregation and across the conference. More information on Lay Servant
Ministries can be found HERE

FREE ITEMS!
(Contact the district office for more information)

BLUE VOTIVES  - ideal for a Blue Christmas Service. No candles
included, just the holders.

HYMNALS ~200 used hymnals (dark blue with the name of the
former church embossed on the front) + 3 Large-print editions

​APPORTIONMENT E-STATEMENTS NOW AVAILABLE

West Ohio is now offering apportionment statements by e-mail.

Service begins 11/1/24
To receive your first e-statement in October, sign up by 10/18/24
After the initial 10/18/24 deadline, registration will remain open
indefinitely; however, your first emailed statement will not begin until
the following month after you’ve signed up.
 

Once registered:
Paper statements are no longer sent to your church by mail
Treasurers as well as lead pastors are automatically added to the e-statement distribution list
Additional email addresses may be added by emailing Rhonda Tyree at rtyree@wocumc.org
If a treasurer is not named for your church, please reach out to your district to set one up. This is
needed to receive e-statements
​This service is optional. If you prefer mailed statements, you do not need to do anything further.

 
Treasurers: To sign-up, register or sign on to our website at  Homepage | West Ohio Conference of The
United Methodist Church (westohioumc.org). Then go to MyChurch in the upper righthand corner >
Choose Apportionments from the red menu > Choose Apportionment Statements.  

​DISTRICT REMINDERS AND RESOURCES
ANNUAL REPORTING DUE DATES

April 15
Year End Statistical Data to be entered in GCFA's AC
Stats platform. Find Details HERE

June 1
Committee Driven Reports (click HERE)

Parsonage Inspection
Trustee Legal & Property Report
Fund Balance Report
Clergy Evaluation

December 1
Charge Conference forms due - All Forms can be found HERE

WEST OHIO CONFERENCE NEWS HEADLINES & RESOURCES

CONNECTING WEST OHIO (Connectional Ministries Resources & Schedule)
2024 GENERAL CONFERENCE Q&As
UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION OF WEST OHIO
CLERGY WELLNESS FINANCIAL RESOURCE GUIDE
ALL IN COMMUNITY EQUIPPING EVENTS
GENERATE OHIO (Resources for Congregations Seeing to Grow Younger )

WEST OHIO CONFERENCE NEWS
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CONTINUING OUR PRAYER MINISTRY

​It has been a standing custom to list several churches each month to lift
in prayer. Please add these churches and their pastors to your prayer lists
this month. Pray for the congregation, the pastor, their ministries and the
communities they serve.

Week of September 29
Stone Chapel UMC, served by Laity

Week of October 6
Stoutsville Fairview UMC, Pastor Kenn Barton

Week of October 13
Stoutsville St Paul UMC, Pastor Tim Buchanan

Week of October 20
Sugar Grove UMC, Pastor Todd Wallace

Week of October 27
Tyler Memorial UMC, Pastor Jim Wade

Week of November 3
Valley UMC, Pastor Tom Williams

CLICK HERE FOR A LIST OF ALL CHURCHES AND PASTORS IN THE SCIOTO RIVER DISTRICT
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