
General Conference Review &
Annual Conference Resources

Scioto River
District Website

Facebook YouTube

Dear friends in the West Ohio Conference,

It is my privilege to greet you again from the General Conference of The United Methodist Church. The
work of the General Conference has been shaped by inspiring worship, intentional prayer and thoughtful
pacing. It has been a joy to watch the ways that the delegates from the West Ohio Conference have
been diligent in their service. They are true servant leaders. We all should feel good about this.
One of the things that I am convinced of in our culture is that we are driven by our consumption of
headlines and sound bites. This is likely not news to you. Headlines are developed to draw us in but do
not and cannot convey detail, depth and nuance. That said I want to highlight some (but by no means
all) of the work the General Conference.

1. Adopted a budget four-year budget of $353.6 (down 41%)

2. Adopted the Revised Social Principles

3. Approved entering into Full Communion with the Episcopal Church

4. Affirmed a renewed commitment to eradicating racism and colonialism

5. Eliminated "incompatibility" language regarding homosexuality

6. Removed the barriers to gay and lesbian persons being fairly considered for ordained, licensed and
commissioned ministry. These changes bring the Book of Discipline back to a neutral place where one
group is not singled out for discrimination. It holds space for differing opinions within The United
Methodist Church.

Let me reiterate the above is by no means an exhaustive list. There is so much more to tell and
understand. But allow me to address a few obvious things.
The mission of The United Methodist Church continues to be making disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world. I am and will continue to be wholly committed to this mission and I expect
you to be also. We should expect that of one another and encourage one another in this good work.
The removal of barriers to serving in vocational ministry is eliminating prohibitions but does not take the
work of discernment away from District Committees on Ministry, the Conference Board of Ordained
Ministry and the Clergy Session of the Annual Conference.
Clergy retain full discretion on determining for whom they will perform the marriage ceremony. They also
retain primary responsibility for determining building use for religious services. Pastors are expected to
work appropriately with local church trustees.
I will be meeting with the cabinet and staff May 6-7-8, following which there will be more to say. We will
continue identifying and talking through the work of the General Conference and its implications for us
over the next days and weeks including during Annual Conference. In the meantime, stay on mission and
breathe and "be still.” God is at work and God reigns.

Yours in Christ,
+Bishop Gregory V. Palmer

MORE INFORMATION ON GENERAL CONFERENCE:
The United Methodist Church (umc.org)

General Conference 2020 (resourceumc.org)
General Conference Legislative Recap
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2024 WEST OHIO ANNUAL CONFERENCE
BOOK OF REPORTS AND LISTENING SESSION SCHEDULE

AVAILABLE

The 55th session of the West Ohio Annual Conference is set to
convene from Wednesday, May 29 through June 1, 2024       , at

http://www.shawneevalleydistrict.org
https://www.facebook.com/ShawneeValleyDistrict
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvPpnOjCP6L_RB8825VEnSA
https://www.umc.org/
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/general-conference-2020
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/general-conference-legislative-recap
https://www.umnews.org/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=ec0c110a-919b-4099-9b0f-92624f628123


Capital University in Bexley, Ohio. This year's theme, "God is
Able," draws inspiration from Ephesians 3:20-21, promising a
gathering that celebrates the limitless power of God.

It is too late to register as a lay member or clergy, but you can
stay involved with what is happening by following these links:

2024 BOOK OF REPORTS

LISTENING SESSIONS FOR PROPOSED RECOMMENDATIONS
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https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/2024-05/2024 Book of Reports_final_web.pdf
https://www.westohioumc.org/recommendation-listening-sessions
https://www.westohioumc.org/west-ohio-annual-conference-2024-god-able
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