
MAY 2025 NEWS AND UPDATES

Scioto River District Website FACEBOOK - Check here for
local church events

REFLECTIONS FROM KOREA
 

Dear friends and family of the Scioto River District
 
Recently, I had the opportunity to explore a new land. Our journey began on a Monday evening in
Columbus, Ohio. A dozen colleagues from East and West Ohio Conference set off for a long night of
traveling. The first stop was in Atlanta, where we prepared for the rest of the long journey, which took us
to Seoul, Korea. It was Wednesday morning when we descended upon Seoul, bleary-eyed and drowsy,
trying to discern whether to head to the breakfast buffet or go straight to bed. Somewhere along the
way, we lost Tuesday.
 
During the next week or so, the group encountered beautiful sights and sounds, as well as unique and
memorable tastes. Many of us tried food we had never seen before. The presentation of our meals was
awe-inspiring. Many times, I felt like we were eating art. 
 
We were guests at the Seoul Annual Conference, which was hosted in one of the larger churches. Bishop
Jung introduced each of us to the clergy and lay delegates and then shared some inspiring words,
pointing us to continued connection and collaboration. 
 
One of the most powerful experiences for me was a prayer service on Friday night. With a sanctuary full
of people of all ages, the Pastor (who was also the Bishop) and an army of singers, instrumentalists, and
dancers led the spirit-filled time of singing and praying. At one point hundreds of voices were all praying
to God simultaneously, crying out for God’s mercy, grace, healing and peace. It was not a spectator
sport! Our Ohio delegation was introduced and invited to share a song. Soon afterward we left the
sanctuary, while the service continued. This prayer service lasted at least 90 minutes with the musicians
and participants still fully engaged. It was simply amazing!
 
Throughout our weeklong visit, we toured various sites, including several Korean Methodist Churches, a
cemetery for foreign missionaries, two Universities, offices for the Korean Methodist Church as well as the
United Methodist Church, and several other places, including Bishop Jung’s home church and the
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ). 
 
We enjoyed many gatherings with our hosts/new friends, savoring delectable meals, and learning more
about the culture, mission and ministry. Each time we gathered with our gracious hosts, we were greatly
blessed with thoughtful and generous hospitality gifts, in appreciation of our visit. Some of us needed
additional luggage to bring back our new treasures. What an outpouring of love!
 
We learned a lot about Korea, the Korean Methodist Church and the people of Seoul. Passion for prayer
was quite evident. A deep sense of commitment to evangelizing the world for Jesus permeated the
hearts of these faithful Jesus followers. Heartfelt expressions of appreciation filled our hearts and our
luggage!
Personally, I was overwhelmed with the generous and gracious welcome we received at every point. 
 
Overall, there was a deep sense of joy in all of our encounters! Our Ohio delegation bonded together as
one. The familiar chorus that our delegation sang at the powerful prayer service included these words:
 
“I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy Down in my heart
Down in my heart
Down in my heart
 
“I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy Down in my heart
Down in my heart to stay.
 
And I’m so happy, so very happy, I’ve got the love of Jesus in my heart.
And I’m so happy, so very happy, I’ve got the love of Jesus in my heart.”

 © 1926 “I’ve Got the Joy”

George William Cooke

https://www.westohioumc.org/sciotoriver
https://www.facebook.com/SciotoRiverDistrict
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=fdf2504c-ec32-4803-8935-53f56c03e501


(Minister of Methodist churches in New York)

(https://hymnary.org/text/i_have_the_joy_joy_joy_joy_down_in_my_h)

May your heart be full of the joy of the Lord.
 

Mark
 
Sights from recent trip to Korea with Bishop Jung and Rev. Im Jung and members of the East Ohio and

West Ohio Conference Cabinet

A PASTORAL MESSAGE ON THE ELECTION OF POPE LEOLeo XIV

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” - Matthew 5:9
(NRSVA)

Pope Leo XIV is a leader who has devoted himself to helping the poor and the marginalized
in Peru and other parts of the world. A descendant of immigrants, with Italian and Hispanic
ancestry, raised by working-class parents in Chicago, he is the first American-born Pope.
As a first-genera.on immigrant who served as a bishop for eight years in downtown
Chicago, I am delighted that a very close neighbor has become the Pope.
He has been known for his very conserva.ve stance on theological heritage and the social
implica.ons. Many hope he will con.nue to uphold Pope Francis’s spirit and build a bridge
among the divided. We pray he will lead new possibili.es for our troubled humanity. I
expect humility in the leadership of this Pope, and I believe that only the humility to wash
the feet of the wounded can fulfill the will of the Lord to bring true peace to the world.
I look forward to the first Pope from the United States helping our nation live out God’s love
and mercy here at home and around the world. I look forward to living a simple but
charisma.c path to save poor countries from war, reconcile conflicts, and ensure that
humanity no longer despairs over the destruction of the ecosystem.
I pray that the leadership of the religious world can create a new world where everyone is
respected and treated fairly, in a world where humanity is suffering from poverty, war,
imperialis.c monopoly, and greed. Our church, whether Catholic or Protestant, accelerates
de-religioniza.on by dropping the gospel for the poor on the ground. The calling of Jesus
Christ is to con.nuously create peace and create a world of equality for people who are
discriminated against.
Blessings and prayers for Pope Leo XIV as he begins his tenure. His first gree.ng was, "May
the peace be with you. This is the peace of the Risen Christ." He went on to say, "We have
to be a church that works together to build bridges and keep our arms open ... ."
As I look to the demands and responsibili.es of leadership that a brother in faith must
exercise toward the global church, I find myself praying for his daily life and for the Catholic
Church. We are all called to peace. We can never be lazy in building peace. Lord, give us
peace as your gift.

May it be so!

Grace and peace,
Bishop Hee Soo Jung

ANNUAL CONFERENCE BEGINS MAY 28

BOOK OF REPORTS AVAILBLE HERE

Reminders:

https://files.constantcontact.com/af074c8b001/069fa425-34cf-4dce-ad05-e13594cdbb18.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/page/files/2025 Book of Reports_final_web.pdf


Hands of Hope Challenge  supplies will be collected on Thursday, May 29, from 8:00am-5:00pm, and on
Friday, May 30, from 8:00am-3:00pm. Take all donations to the Midwest Mission truck located in the
turn-around area across the street from the Capital Center. Please do not bring supplies into the Capital
Center where Annual Conference is being held.

Annual Conference Mission Offering . Contributions made through the 2025 Annual Conference mission
offering will support various ministries throughout the Congo, humanitarian relief efforts through the
United Methodist Committee on Relief, and the building of the Scranton Mission Center.

Prayer Vigil.   There are opportunities for your church to be in prayer for the work of Annual
Conference! Lay members are asked to share the Prayer Vigil with their congregations. Click here to sign
up!

DERBY AND FIVE POINTS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES HOSTING REVIVAL

PRISON MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED TO SERVE IN SCIOTO RIVER DISTRICT

COME AND BE ABUNDANTLY BLESSED IN FOLLOWSHIP BY THE HOLY SPIRIT
Jesus commanded his followers: "Go into the world. Preach the Good News to EVERYONE." Mark 12:15

(NIRV)

MORE INFORMATION HERE

Contact Rev. Gary Hopkins, District Prison Ministry Coordinator
garylh1965@gmail.com
937-546-7446

COMMITTEE-DRIVEN REPORTS AVAILABLE ONLINE
ALL REPORTS DUE JUNE 1

Report forms can be found by logging on to the West Ohio Conference website and navigating to
MyChurch / Annual Reports, or if you would prefer a printed copy, contact the District Office.

TRUSTEE REPORTS
Trustee Legal and Property Report
Parsonage Inspection
Accessibility Audit
Green Church Audit 

STAFF/PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Local Church Pastor Assessment
Pastoral SPRC Assessment
SMART Goal Formation Plan Guide

CHURCH HISTORIAN

https://www.westohioumc.org/umcor-collection-hands-hope-challenge
https://www.westohioumc.org/2025-mission-offering-recipients
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0944A5A62FA2FCC16-56710559-rise
https://files.constantcontact.com/af074c8b001/f12c23d0-b77b-4627-8ac2-bd8ff2caaaee.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:garylh1965@gmail.com


Local Church History Survey Form  

FINANCE COMMITTEE
​Annual Fund Balance Report (Audit)

SUMMER SERVICE
OPPORTUNITIES

LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES
COURSES AVAILABLE

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR
MISSION U

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE NEW LEADERSHIP
LABS FROM ALL IN COMMUNITY

SUMMER LAITY RETREATS SCHEDULED

EXCITING THINGS ARE HAPPENING AT CAMP WESLEY, AND WE NEED YOUR HELP TO PREPAR E!
Lake reclamation has begun, and demo is scheduled for July. Everything that will be going away needs to
be removed from the buildings. Regardless of skill level, there is something everyone can do to help. We
have some tools, but if you have any that could help with the work, bring them along.  We will have
plenty of water, lunch, and snacks! We hope you’ll join us June 7 th, 14th or 28th as kick-off this exciting
time in Wesley’s history!

​Questions? Call or email Rev. Ann Marie Carley ( amcarley@wocumc.org, 380-223-9369)

https://www.westohioumc.org/mission-vim-opportunities
https://www.westohioumc.org/leadership/lay-servant-ministries
https://www.westohioumc.org/news/registration-now-open-mission-u-2025
https://westohioumc.newzenler.com/courses/aic-leadership-lab-servant-leadership
https://www.westohioumc.org/leadership/laity-discernment-retreats
mailto:amcarley@wocumc.org


CONFERENCE NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES
(CLICK ON THE LINK FOR MORE INFORMATION)

WEST OHIO CONFERENCE HOMEPAGE

EVENTS AROUND THE CONFERENCE

Emerging Generations Resources Available. Find information about ministries connected to children,
youth, and young adults. Family Ministry based Lenten Devotional  available as well as Emerging
Generations Connections.

New & Improved MissionInsite is Available

United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio

Connecting West Ohio (Connectional Ministries Resources & Schedule)\

New Clergy Financial Wellness Resource Guide

Ministry Resource Helpline

Update Your Church Profile

​NewZenler Training Platform

CONTINUING OUR PRAYER MINISTRY

It has been a long-standing tradition to pray for a local church each week.  Please add these churches and

https://www.westohioumc.org/
https://www.westohioumc.org/events
https://www.westohioumc.org/ministries/emerging-generations
https://www.westohioumc.org/2025-family-lenten-journal
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yVVTH0XNCGtfGLu8DEoblw3ZYM4q5OXWUc6Nzm1RobshTyM7x8ocuzwKIWWhU6mApU86-p8r5hQCbn3KKuvoZPtTb5zaosNxUF-icBhHA7jnhnCDPLRxrQBHtPODaqfs4HJyTiOGmCTuaN0e77CblDIfkRkYrj40yV0ZRBew-jnTV6glOdIGnPOpo0m6yDUsZyIF5pUhfLk=&c=Juk72wVMrifpdYPb-xNP09yTUQ5ZwZktS0kpl0Gir6dKeHvAQiJDVw==&ch=s7fUBVTSWVrEm0h2253VMdbzRm06lRkDu6MOBFdkYoX4PKum_P7Dqg==
https://app.missioninsite.com/login
https://umfwestohio.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/af074c8b001/3f566fb9-c384-4f9c-8f59-08aa0871b476.pdf?rdr=true_gl=1*yrkh8x*_gcl_dc*R0NMLjE3Mjc4ODY3MjEuMmM1YWI3ODc1YzRlMTI2NzgyY2ZkMTdhMjkzYjQzYWY.*_gcl_au*MTM4NTY3NTkzLjE3Mjc0NDE5NjE.*_ga*NTgzOTEwNzU1LjE3Mjc0NDE0Njg.*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTcyNzg4MjUzNy40LjEuMTcyNzg5NDk4Ni42MC4wLjA.&_gl=1*1k53d7i*_gcl_au*MTExODAxOTA2Ni4xNzM1ODM0ODYx*_ga*NTgzOTEwNzU1LjE3Mjc0NDE0Njg.*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTc0MzE4MDc0MC45My4xLjE3NDMxODc2MDEuNTUuMC4w
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yVVTH0XNCGtfGLu8DEoblw3ZYM4q5OXWUc6Nzm1RobshTyM7x8ocu5eFg5EaCQIKYs9cd_9j2cjHOp7iUg4DUJgqGoFAWl1HPVtDu-DVLJBt_OYA_HtS8ssOOHqVnk5QIkh6gkW_NSleBbn3k8RqjvB_gjW0zzzQr2xRjUAmy157XeHGm3M_FA==&c=Juk72wVMrifpdYPb-xNP09yTUQ5ZwZktS0kpl0Gir6dKeHvAQiJDVw==&ch=s7fUBVTSWVrEm0h2253VMdbzRm06lRkDu6MOBFdkYoX4PKum_P7Dqg==
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/ministry-resource-helpline
https://www.umc.org/en/find-a-church?utm_source=communication essentials&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=resourceumc&utm_content=fac06/23/2021&mkt_tok=MDc4LUpYUS02NDMAAAF92PP1TSvL7gTBt7Q8uwdMCz670d4xPdhfkdcksz286so4-wu4-34siFlcpnFq7CPZ4fVnsD4dEVW3SbZcv_FU8RpNtF1yg3vbg_bF5vd81VUWvA
https://westohioumc.newzenler.com/


their pastors to your prayer lists this month. Pray for the congregation, the pastor, their ministries and
the communities they serve.

Week of May 25
Greenfield UMC, Pastor Mark Armstrong

Week of June 1
Haverhill UMC, Pastor Bob Morrow

Week of June 8
Island Creek, served by laity

Week of June 15
Jackson Grace UMC, Pastor Karen Farr

Week of June 22
Liberty Chapel at Scrubb Ridge UMC, Pastor Rick Owens

Week of June 29
Nipgen UMC, Pastor Haden Davis

CLICK HERE FOR A LIST OF ALL CHURCHES AND PASTORS IN THE SCIOTO RIVER DISTRICT

Scioto River District, West Ohio Conference, The United Methodist Church | 260 Mill Street, PO
Box 124 | Chillicothe, OH 45601 US
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