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A MESSAGE FROM CALVIN

 
To the Scioto River District family and friends. Blessings and
God’s continued presence in a brand-new year I pray that God
will shower you with a spiritual, physical, and financial healthy
New Year and beyond as we habitually practice trusting God and
walking by faith and not by sight.

As set-apart people of God, we are challenged to go in the ability
of the Holy Spirit in 2024 and beyond. In the last two editions of
the district newsletter, we focused on godly leaders from a
biblical perspective. For the month of January, I want to take the

time to thank you and your congregations for your sacrificial giving towards our Conference Missional
Apportionment. Your generous giving went towards missions to children, youth, young adults, seniors, staff, and
leadership support, as well as funding grants to many local congregations. Believe it or not, the bible is filled with
God’s call upon us in the practice of sacrifice, sowing/giving of our financial resources and time in order to receive
a blessing and to be a blessing to others. To all of our anointed and blessed church members, local church lay
leadership teams and pastors, please covenant with me in prayer that all of our congregations in the Scioto River
District sow/give towards our Annual Missional Giving (Apportionments) in 2024 and beyond. Whatever category
and amounts your church gave in 2023, be in prayer for putting together a plan of action over the next three to
five years to move gradually towards becoming 100% giving to our Missional Covenant.

Giving is an integral part of worship. Throughout the Bible, God calls all believers to covenant to pray for one
another, the church and to give sacrificially to its success. As our churches, districts and conference all succeed, we
all succeed in Jesus by faith. And as we give and support God’s mission/ministry, God will send his harvest and heal
our hearts and land by faith in Jesus. As a called-out anointed servant, I thank God for you in advance for
whatever you discern through prayer and are led by the Holy Spirit to do. Also, our Annual Conference has
resources to come alongside local churches to help in discipleship, church growth, age-level ministries (seniors,
young adults, youth, and children). All it takes is a call, email, or letter to the District Office to start the ball rolling.
We at the Scioto River District and the West Ohio Annual Conference are here to serve, train and resource local
churches for transformation of the world for Christ Jesus our Lord. We are in ministry together and with each
other. Below, are a few scriptures of peoples of God sowing tithes and offering and walking in the blessings of
God.
Everything we have comes from the Lord. And when we give and turn it over to God, God will reward the good and
the bad in His own time, season, and way.

Genesis 1:11-25 -- God in creation gave humanity everything needed for survival and God said that it was
good. 
Genesis 8:22 -- After the flood God spoke/commanded to Noah a pathway for receiving everything we
need to succeed. “While the earth remains, [there will be] seedtime and harvest….” If we sow/give of
what we are blessed with, we shall reap a harvest according to the promises of God.
Genesis 14:18-20 – “…Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God
Most High . And he blessed him (Abram) and said: “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of
heaven and earth; And blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into hand. AND
he/Abram GAVE HIM A TITHE of ALL.” Faithful women and men like Abram choose to sow/give their tithes
and offering to the vision, mission of God for the converting/transforming of the world for Christ, Jesus our
Lord.

Using the latest research, Donna Habenicht, Ed.D., provides more than 1,000 strategies for teaching the basic
Christian values to followers of God including respect, responsibility, self-control, honesty, compassion,
thankfulness, perseverance, humility, loyalty, faith in God, and the practice of sowing/giving of our tithes and
offerings. When we as believer trust God enough to give out of what seems to be a little, God multiple it into more
than enough.

Matthew 6:33 – “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all other things shall be given
to you.”
Mark 11:22-24 – “…have faith in God…and do not doubt in your heart but believe that those things God
says it will be done, you will have whatever you ask Him for.” 
Luke 11:9-13 – “…Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find… knock and it [opportunity] will
be opened to you….”

Lastly, God is calling us to faith and not fear. With God NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE. With God ALL THINGS ARE      
POSSIBLE.

Now when the brook ran dry…the word of the Lord came to Elijah saying, arise, go to Zarephath…I have                 
commanded a widow there to provide for you. So, Elijah arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the
gate of the city, indeed a widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Please bring me a little
water in a cup, that I may drink.” And as she was going to get it, he called to her and said, “Please bring me a
morsel of bread in your hand. [Faith is being obedient to God] So she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I do not
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have bread, only a handful of flour in a bin, and a little oil in a jar; and see, I am gathering a couple of sticks that I
may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear;
do as you have said, but make me a small cake first, and bring it to me; and afterward, make some for yourself
and your son. For thus said the Lord God of Israel: ‘The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run
dry until the day the Lord sends rain’” …so she went away and did according to word of the Lord to Elijah. First
Kings 17:8-16

And as we move on to Go in 2024, let us practice walking by faith and not by what we see. God is a Spirit and they
that worship Him must worship Him in Spirit and Truth.

With warm regards. Peace out,
 
Calvin Alston, Jr.

Please join me and others in praying for the Delegates of the UMC General
Conference

A Prayer for the Leading of, and Obeying the Movement of the Holy Spirit:

Dear God, we pray for all the delegates voting at the upcoming General
Conference of the United Methodist Church scheduled for April 23 – May 3,
2024. We pray that each delegate chooses to be led and to obey the moving
of the Holy Spirit to glorify our heavenly Father. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

LAST CHANCE TO REGISTER FOR LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT DAY
​IS THURSDAY, JANUARY 11

REGISTER HERE (YOU CAN ALSO CALL THE OFFICE TO REGISTER)

"WE LOVE JESUS AND OUR UMC" PHOTO CONTEST
 

Contest Theme: Capture moments that showcase your church's
love for Jesus and the spirit of The United Methodist Church.

Submission Criteria

Images submitted may be displayed at the West Ohio
Conference Center and on our social media channels. Photos will
also be used at the 2024 Annual Conference. Photo credits will

be included.
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Submission Deadline: February 14, 2024
How to Enter:  Send digital images to WOCMedia@wocumc.org

IT'S TIME FOR CLERGY W-2's!

2023 W-2's are due to all employees by January 31, 2024.
Information to help with preparing IRS Form W-2 for clergy, which
can be complicated, can be found on the Conference Website
Here. Use the worksheet and example as a guide for preparing
your pastor's W-2. This sample spreadsheet and W-2 is just that, a
sample. Your fact set may include more or fewer items to report
(for example, moving expenses that are now taxable if paid or
reimbursed are not in the sample).

Highlights and guidance for 2023 W-2 preparation

The resources referenced here and on the Conference website should answer most of your questions.
However, contact your payroll provider, a CPA, or tax preparer if you have technical questions.

LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES COURSE AVAILABLE ACROSS THE CONFERENCE

January 19 & 20 Called to Preach - Williamsburg UMC, Great Miami River
District

January 19 & 20 Introduction to Lay Servant Ministries - Williamsburg UMC,
Great Miami River District

February 23 & 24 Introduction to Lay Servant Ministries - Olentangy River
District via ZOOM

April 19 Discover Your Spiritual Gifts - Olentangy River District via ZOOM

ALL IN COMMUNITY MINISTRY MONDAY TO FOCUS ON GOOD
SAMARITAN MINISTRY

Are you a trained Stephen Minister ready to help those in crisis? 
Are you a Stephen Leader looking for new ways to provide care
to those in need? 

All In Community, a mission initiative through the West Ohio Conference, exists to engage individuals,
churches, criminal justice professionals, and community leaders in local efforts to restore hope and
support healing during these lived experiences with the criminal justice system. One of its signature
initiatives is the Good Samaritan Ministry.

Each correctional facility in the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction (ODRC) system has an
active Stephen Ministry program where inmates are trained to provide care to other inmates. Through
the Good Samaritan Ministry, All In Community is working to create a network of Stephen Ministers to
assist each of the ODRC’s facilities to enhance this vital program and keep it moving forward. 

On Monday, January 22, beginning at 7:00pm, join All In Community as valuable information will be              
shared to engage Stephen Ministers throughout Ohio to utilize their many hours of training in new              
ways. This information session will be held online via ZOOM.

Questions and requests for the ZOOM link can be directed to Jami Nathan, AIC Ministries Coordinator, by
email (jami.nathan.22@gmail.com) or by phone (419-591-9717).  

Ministry Monday Flyer

FOUNDATION TO OFFER EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS IN 2024

Foundation Fundamentals Class Online Jan. 23
Have you ever wondered what the United Methodist Foundation of
West Ohio could do for your church? There’s a great opportunity to
find out on January 23rd – all from the comfort of your home or
office! Join Foundation Executive Director Susan Black for an online
forum beginning at noon, January 23, 2024, and learn more about
what the Foundation is, how it operates, and how local

congregations and donors can benefit. Registration is not required. Find the Zoom link here: Join Zoom
Meeting.
 

FUND RECEIVES NEW LIFE WITH NEW CONGREGATION

FOUNDATION NONPROFIT PARTNERS

Watch the Conference and District newsletters, social media and Foundation Facebook page for more
information or request a flyer with all the details from sblack@wocumc.org. You can also find the details
on the Foundation webpage at www.umfwestohio.org.

BISHOP PALMER'S LEADERSHIP CLINICS

Bishop Gregory Palmer’s Leadership Clinics (LIVE and ONLINE
EDITIONS) are opportunities to give you access to leadership
insights from local, national, and global leaders. When we focus on
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growing our leadership skills for positive kingdom influence, we can
strengthen relationships and maximize the church’s impact, leading
to transformation in our communities. 

January 25
New York Times bestselling author and award-winning podcast
host, Kate Bowler. Bowler is the author of “Everything Happens for
a Reason and Other Lies I’ve Loved.” 
Bishop Palmer's Leadership Clinic with Kate Bowler | West Ohio
Conference of The United Methodist Church (westohioumc.org)

March 11
Founder of Equal Justice Initiative, author of “Just Mercy” Bryan Stevenson. Bishop Palmer's Leadership
Clinic with Bryan Stevenson | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church (westohioumc.org)​

"THE ROAD TO GENERAL CONFERENCE" TOWN HALL
WEBINAR WITH BISHOP PALMER
January 30, 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

The much-anticipated United Methodist Church General
Conference will be held April 23-May 3, 2024, in Charlotte, North
Carolina. In preparation for this event, Bishop Palmer will be
holding an online Town Hall to answer some of the questions
West Ohioans have regarding this important work.

Some of the topics will include: What is the General Conference and how does it impact the local church?
How does legislation get to the GC? Who votes at GC? Who attends the General Conference? What are
the General Agencies of The United Methodist Church?

To submit a question for this webinar, email to: townhallquestions@wocumc.org.

Registration ends January 25, 2024.

REGISTER HERE

LAITY DISCERNMENT RETREAT BEGINS JANUARY 30

Do you feel God's call on your life but are uncertain how to
discern that call or what to do next? If so, then this is the
Retreat for you! At the Laity Discernment Retreats, we will talk
about call, discernment and what it means to be "called by our
baptism." We will learn ways to intentionally enter into a time of
prayer about discernment and we will discover Spiritual Rhythms
that can help guide our journey. We will also discuss the variety
of ways Laity can serve both in our churches and in our

communities.

Each virtual retreat will consist of two, two-hour ZOOM sessions, followed 6 weeks later by a two-hour
ZOOM debriefing. In the 6 weeks between sessions, there will be opportunities to read, reflect, and
practice Spiritual Rhythms that will lead you to a better understanding of your own call.

Dates (please plan to attend all 3 sessions):
Tuesday, January 30, 2024, 6:30-8:30pm
Tuesday, February 6, 2024, 6:30-8:30pm
Tuesday, March 19, 2024, 6:30-8:30pm

REGISTER HERE

CLERGY DAY APART REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN
 
Register now for the Clergy Day Apart scheduled for Tuesday,
February 6, 2024, from 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM at Grove City United
Methodist Church. The featured speaker is Rev. Dr. Kenda
Creasy Dean, the Mary D. Synnott Professor of Youth, Church
and Culture at Princeton Theological Seminary.

Doing Ministry on Malta: The Good News of Shipwreck with Dr. Kenda Creasy Dean
You’re not imagining it: it’s a mess out there. Between cultural shifts in religiosity (especially among the
young), Covid-19, and disaffiliation, many of our flocks feel stuck, spent, and exhausted—and so do
we. And yet our current cultural realities offer opportunities for ministry that were unimaginable even
five years ago. What does the landscape of pastoral leadership look like after shipwreck, and how does
that energize our work as faith leaders? This interactive day will (playfully) help us reimagine what
ministry looks like on the “unknown shores” of 2024.

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY TO BE OFFERED VIA ZOOM

If you are interested in a Lenten Bible Study and would rather not go out in the
evening, you are welcome to join Rev. Vera Welker and the Clarksburg Charge
on Zoom.
 
Beginning on Thursday, February 15 at 7:00 p.m., Rev. Welker will be sharing
the study on Susan Robb’s book “Remember.”
 
“God’s covenants throughout the Old Testament show the character of God’s
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promises to the people of Israel. In this book, Susan Robb leads readers through
the covenants with Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David, followed by the new
covenant established on Maundy Thursday. The Lenten story culminates with an
examination of the cross as another example of God’s promise for a new world.” 
 
If you are interested, please call or text – 740-243-5441 or email
revveraaw@gmail.com for the particulars.
 
The study will begin on Thursday February 15 at 7:00 p.m. and will continue            
each Thursday through March 21.
 
Remember the God who remembers us.

Rev. Vera A. Welker – Clarksburg Charge

CONFIRMATION EVENT WITH BISHOP PALMER
MARCH 3, 2024

Attention all confirmation teachers, students, and church leaders!
On March 3, 2024, Bishop Gregory V. Palmer will be hosting a
very special confirmation event for all confirmands of West Ohio.

During this special event, confirmands will learn about the
history, polity & connections of The United Methodist Church,
fellowship & worship together, as well as spend time talking with
Bishop Palmer. We conclude our time together with a meal.  

If you have questions, contact Director of Camps, Retreats, and
Next Gen Engagement Rev. Ann Marie Carley

amcarley@wocumc.org.

REGISTER YOUR GROUP HERE

LOCAL PASTOR PUBLISHES BOOK, RECEIVES PhD IN BIBLICAL STUDIES

Rev. Dr. Frances Mae Newman      is the pastor of Bear Creek United Methodist
Church in Lucasville, Ohio and Alma United Methodist Church in Alma, Ohio. She
is a graduate of Global Grace Seminary in Texas and Newburgh Theological
Seminary in Indiana. She was inspired to write this book while writing her
dissertation for her PhD in Biblical Studies and the fact that there were so many
ideas of what hell would be like. Hell? or Not? Read the book and then decide for
yourself.

From the Author: What does the Bible REALLY say about hell? It depends on who
you ask! There are many interpretations of what the Bible says, from
traditionalism to universalism. During my young adult life, I began to question

some of the sermons I was hearing. How could God be a loving God when I felt if I told a lie, He would
strike me with lightning, or worse. Let me be your Virgil as in Dante's Inferno and guide you through all
the different interpretations of hell. Then I challenge you to make your own decisions and learn what I
believe after my research.

The book is available on Amazon and Barnes & Noble
type "Rev Frances Newman" into the search box

​DISTRICT REMINDERS AND RESOURCES

ANNUAL REPORTING DUE DATES

Mid-March
Year End Statistical Data to be entered in GCFA's AC
Stats platform

June 1
Committee Driven Reports (click on the title for the form)

Parsonage Inspection
Trustee Legal & Property Report
Fund Balance Report
Clergy Evaluation

December 1
Charge Conference forms due

REGIONAL LEADERSHIP DAY RESOURCES

SAFE SANCTUARIES RESOURCES ​

MALACHI PROJECT RESOURCES

UPDATE YOUR CHURCH PROFILE

UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION OF WEST OHIO

ALL IN COMMUNITY EQUIPPING EVENTS

DISABILITY AUDIT FOR YOUR CHURCH BUILDING
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CLICK HERE TO BE DIRECTED TO THE WEST OHIO CONFERENCE'S HOMEPAGE FOR OTHER NEWS

CONTINUING OUR PRAYER MINISTRY

​It has been a standing custom to list several churches each month to lift
in prayer. Please add these churches and their pastors to your prayer lists
this month. Pray for the congregation, the pastor, their ministries and the
communities they serve.

Week of December 31
Alma UMC, Pastor Frances Newman

Week of January 7
Ashville Zion UMC, Pastor Ty Myers

Week of January 14
Atlanta UMC, Pastor Serena Wolfe

Week of January 21
Bainbridge UMC, Pastor Larry McCoy

Week of January 28
Bear Creek UMC, Pastor Frances Newman

Week of February 4
Bishop Hill UMC, Pastor Haden Davis

CLICK HERE FOR A LIST OF ALL CHURCHES AND PASTORS IN THE SCIOTO RIVER
DISTRICT

Scioto River District, West Ohio Conference, The United Methodist Church | 260 Mill Street, PO
Box 124 | Chillicothe, OH 45601 US
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