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UMCOR Offers Ways to Respond to Hurricane Melissa

UMCOR, the United Methodist Committee on Relief, has begun
responding with grants to help with the immediate needs of the
people impacted by Hurricane Melissa in Jamaica and Haiti. But
your help will be needed in the days ahead.

These are some of the ways you can act now:
Pray – Pray for the people of Jamaica, Cuba, and other Caribbean islands in the path of
Hurricane Melissa, one of the strongest hurricanes to ever make landfall in the Atlantic.
Give – Give financial support to those impacted by supporting UMCOR’s International
Disaster Response Fund, Advance #982450.
Donate – Donate relief supplies through West Ohio’s Fall UMCOR Supply Collection, including
hygiene and cleaning kits.
Get Trained – Register for an UMCOR Early Response Team training, coming up this Saturday,
November 8 at North Broadway UMC.
Serve – Join a mission team traveling to Jamaica February 28-March 7, 2026. Contact Nancy
Newton for details.

Enroll Now for 2026 HealthFlex Coverage
 
HealthFlex Annual Enrollment is happening now through
Thursday, November 13, 2025. There are no changes to the
plan for 2026.

All HealthFlex participants must review and confirm their
elections during this enrollment period. If this is not completed, participants will
automatically be enrolled in their current medical, dental, and vision plan. To enroll, go to my
benefits access.

If you wish to waive coverage, you must complete and return the HealthFlex Waiver Form
annually to opt out of coverage.
 
HealthFlex Group Health Plan | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church

Day of Thanksgiving and Unity ​
​November 15, Roscoe UMC, Coshocton

You are invited to join laity and clergy from across Ohio to
celebrate the second annual Day of Thanksgiving & Unity
on Saturday, November 15 from 9:30am-3pm at Roscoe
UMC.

The theme for our time together will be “Christ Holds All the Parts Together” grounded in the
words from Ephesians 2:21-22. Bishop Lanette L. Plambeck, resident bishop of the Minnesota
Conference and the Dakotas Conference, will preach and lead a one-hour plenary in the
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morning. Rev. Dr. Beth Stroud, assistant professor of History at Methodist Theological School
in Ohio, will present in the afternoon. Bishop Hee-Soo Jung will preach the closing worship
service.

The cost for the event is just $10, which includes lunch. If you’d like to carpool with others
from your area, Lesley Moore is happy to help you get connected. She can be reached at
lmoore@wocumc.org.

Click here to learn more and register by the deadline of November 7. The carpool deadline is
November 4.

 2025 Advent Resources

Advent is right around the corner, and the Ohio Episcopal
Area has family Advent resources available for you on the
conference website. These resources are designed to be
intergenerational and help foster faith-filled conversations
and Spirit-lead actions throughout the season. Click here for
the 2025 Family Advent Resources which include a printable
pdf Advent calendar, a printable pdf daily family devotional, and downloadable social media
graphics that correlate with the daily devotional. All resources are available in both English
and Spanish and were developed utilizing the lectionary resources from Discipleship
Ministries of the United Methodist Church. 

More Advent resources to consider:
• God With Us: Advent Promises for a Just World, from R-Squared
• Books and studies for Advent, from ResourceUMC
• 12 Picture Books to Celebrate Christmas & Other December Holidays, from GBCS
• More Advent Resources, from ResourceUMC

Racial Justic Journey to Montgomery, Alabama ​
​January 6-10, 2026

The Wesley Foundation at the University of Cincinnati is
planning a visit to Montgomery, AL to visit the Bryan Stevenson
Legacy sites: The Legacy Museum, The National Memorial for
Peace and Justice and the Freedom Monument Sculpture Park.
Their goal is to fill a charter bus with 27 college students and 27 diverse persons and have 25
churches financially partner with them to send church members. Needs: Dedication to work
for Racial Justice; Stand up for the oppressed and those on the margins; Desire to be more
Interculturally Competent. Three pre-trip meetings to prepare Physically, Emotionally,
Spiritually, and Theologically. One Reunion for post-trip processing and community building.
$300.00 per person for double occupancy room.

Please contact Rev. Becky Schofield Motter (director@wesleyuc.org) or Rev. Tracy Chambers
(umcpastortracy@gmail.com) for more details about the trip.

It's Charge Conference Season

The Church/Charge Conference season is in full swing! While this
season brings meetings and paperwork, it also serves as a moment
for reflection, connection, and collective celebration of all that God
has accomplished and offers the opportunity to chart the course for
your church’s shared journey of living out your faith, mission and
ministry.

Your conference may be held anytime that best suits you from now through November. If
possible, please hold a more inclusive Church Conference and find an elder not associated
with your church to preside so all may enjoy this time of fellowship and celebration. Once you
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have chosen your date and elder, please let the district office know on this Sign Up Genius or
email Nancy with the same information.

A packet of forms is available on the Conference website here: 2025 Charge Conference and
Annual Report Forms | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church.

Fall UMCOR Collection

After spring storms and summer flooding and tornadoes,
Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) needs our help
replenishing their stock of hygiene and home care kits.

From October 13-November 10, these kits - as well as other
supplies - can be dropped off at Mt Moriah UMC, 681 Mt Moriah Rd, Cincinnati. Click here for
other drop off sites around the conference.

Click here for instructions on how to make UMCOR Cleaning & Hygiene kits. MMDC also
accepts these simpler Home Care Kits. Additionally, the supplies on this list are needed by
MMDC. For more information, contact Mariellyn Grace at mgrace@wocumc.org. 

12 Goals Finance and Stewardship Leaders Might
Consider

Church financial leaders are encouraged to set one or
two focused goals to strengthen mission and financial
health. From creating narrative budgets to teaching year-
round stewardship, Ken Sloane offers 12 practical ideas
promote transparency, trust, and generosity—empowering churches to better align finances
with ministry and disciple-making. Continue reading... ​

GRANTS & SCHOLARSHIPS

Feeding Our Neighbors

With the shutdown of the U.S. government, more than
40 million people were expected to lose food assistance
benefits on November 1. To address this growing
hunger crisis, Global Ministries has established
"Feeding our Neighbors." This emergency food grant
program is being made available to UM congregations
with food ministries, pantries and ministry partners
across the United States. Churches wishing to
participate in the program can complete the application below. Applications will be accepted
through December 15, 2025. Learn more and apply here.

Student Scholarships Through UMHEF

For many families, affording higher education is the
number one factor when deciding which school a
student will attend. UMHEF scholarships help make it
financially possible for qualifying students to obtain higher education, especially those
attending United Methodist-related institutions. In rare cases, awards are also given to
students attending other schools. Last year, UMHEF awarded $2 million to nearly 1,000
students!

Applications open January 1 for the 2026-2027 school year. Click here to learn more.
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Green Church Mini Grants Reopen

Green Church Mini Grants provide limited funding for a church's "green"
projects such as recycling or composting programs; native plants for a
pollinator garden; an Earth Day event; or installing energy efficient light
bulbs. In order to receive funding, churches must sign the Green Church
Pledge and complete a sustainability audit (both provided). Each grant
will supply $100-$750 for a green project.

Grant applications for 2026 have reopened! Email Mariellyn Grace at mgrace@wocumc.org
for the new grant application form.

TRAININGS & EVENTS

North Central Jurisdiction IGNITE! Conference :: March 13-15, 2026 

Have you felt a nudge toward ministry? Maybe it’s a gentle whisper… or a strong tug at your
heart. However, it shows up, it might just be God calling you! Don't miss this opportunity for
discernment, fellowship, education, and support as you explore your call into ministry, March
13-15, 2026 in Chicago, Illinois.

Sponsored by the North Central Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church, IGNITE is a
powerful gathering for anyone exploring a call - lay or clergy. Whether you're just starting to
wonder or actively discerning your next steps, this event is created with you in mind. 

Click here to learn more and register.

November Expanding Connection Book Club: "My Body Is
Not a Prayer Request" ​
​November 18 from 7-8:30pm on Zoom
 
The November book club gathering will discuss "My Body Is Not a
Prayer Request: Disability Justice in the Church," a powerful and
thought-provoking book by Amy Kenny. Amy is a disabled Christian
and advocate for disability justice. In this work, Kenny reflects on her
personal experiences within the church to highlight the unintentional
ableism often present in Christian communities. She challenges the
notion that disabled bodies are inherently broken or in need of fixing,
instead emphasizing the sanctity and value of all bodies as reflections of God's image.

The book calls for a reimagining of how churches engage with disability, advocating for a
disability-centered approach that celebrates diversity and includes disabled individuals as
integral members of the faith community. Kenny's writing is both deeply personal and
prophetic, offering a vision of justice, inclusion, and belonging for all.

​Please register by clicking here and if you have questions contact Julie Carter at
jcarter@wocumc.org.
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Clergy Spouse Retreat: March 6-8, 2026

Spouses of clergy, you're in for a treat! Clergy spouses of the
East and West Ohio Conferences are busy planning a wonderful
weekend of relaxation, fellowship and reflection just for you
March 6-8, 2026. The retreat will take place at beautiful
Wanake Camp & Retreat Center in Beach City, OH. Blessings will
come your way as you take some time to relax and connect with
others who share your unique position. More information and
registration for the event will be coming soon.

Mark your calendar and plan to take some time away from your busy family and church
events early next year.

Winter Summit Provides Space to Discern Your Call

Exploring a call to ministry can be overwhelming for some. The
Winter Candidacy Summit Retreat is a time to discern and
explore God’s call on your life. During the Retreat, scheduled
for January 9-10, 2026, candidates will worship, fellowship,
meet with their mentoring group, learn in large and small
group settings, and reflect with others exploring God's call on their lives.
 
Candidates may start by reviewing the West Ohio Candidacy Summit Process Candidate
Step-by-Step guide and discussing the process with District Superintendent, Rev. Suzanne
Allen. Click here to learn more/register.

Lay Servant Ministries

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership
development programs available within the United Methodist
connection. Through this equipping and empowering system, lay
servants have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ
who then go and make other disciples.

Check out the new classes that have been added to the schedule.
Most are offered online via Zoom unless indicated. Click each link
to learn more and sign up:

Olentangy River District - Called to Preach: In person November 8 and 15, 2025
Western Lakes District - Soul Reset: January 6, 8, 13, 15, 20, 2026
Hocking River District - Leading Worship: February 27-28, 2026
Hocking River District - Called to Preach: May 15-16, 2026
Western Lakes District - Come! I Will Tell You a Story, An Introduction to Biblical
Storytelling: November 6-7, 2026

Leaving a Legacy Zoom Meeting
November 11, 6:00pm, Zoom

Join United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio's Program
Manager, Maddy DeWitt as she helps unravel the mystery of
planned giving for your congregation. All churches and
individual members are welcome to join this legacy giving
presentation. To access the zoom link, click here: Join Zoom
Meeting.

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS
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Mt Washington UMC
Second Serving Saturday

November 8
Click here for more details

Calvary Hilltop UMC
210 Anniversary Celebration

November 16
Click here for more details

Hyde Park Community UMC
Colaw Lecture Series with April Ajoy

November 15
Click here for more details

New Day UMC
GriefShare: Surviving the Holidays

November 20
Click here for more details

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses may be viewed on the West Ohio Conference
website by clicking here.

CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event

Employment
Children's Ministry Directory - Faith Community UMC
Youth Director - Faith Community UMC
Worship Leader - New Day UMC
Church Office Manager - Springboro First UMC
Director of Youth Ministries - Aley UMC
Director of Handbell Ministry - Hyde Park Community UMC
Facilities/Operations Manager - Christ UMC, Kettering
Children's Ministry Coordinator - John Wesley UMC
Office Administrator - Normandy UMC
Communication Coordinator - Normandy UMC
Administrative Assistant - Englewood UMC
Director of Family Ministries - Christ UMC, Kettering

Free to a Good Home
Children's Choir Robes - Mt Moriah UMC
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