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News and Notes --- November 12, 2025

The Great Thanksgiving

The month of November offers us an opportunity to pause, to
remember our blessings, and to expand our capacity for gratitude.

As we prepare for the end of the liturgical year, when we lift up and
honor Jesus Christ who loves and leads all of creation, and as we
prepare for the celebration of Thanksgiving, we remember what is truly
and eternally important. It changes our perspective, and our values and attitudes are reset
through our practice of gratitude.

When | began to think about gathering around our table for Thanksgiving, the image of
another table came to mind, the communion table. | began to think about the ways that Jesus
invited family and friends, strangers, and even enemies to sit at the table with him. Every
time he did so, it was a feast of thanksgiving as God’s grace was shared in welcome, food,
fellowship, and faith. Continue reading...

A Legacy of Faith:
Honoring Red Lion United Methodist Church

On October 31, 2025, Red Lion United Methodist Church in Franklin,
Ohio, officially closed its doors after more than two centuries of
faithful service. Founded on August 9, 1798, the church has been a
spiritual home to generations of believers, a place where the love and
hope of Christ were shared under its steeple.

“ﬁi—g‘-—- The church’s first pastor, Rev. John Kobler, helped lay the
9‘ . foundation for a congregation that would grow in faith and
; fellowship for over 227 years. In 1853, the congregation built the
current church building along the Lebanon-Franklin Road toll road—
now known as State Route 123. In fact, the toll fees collected from
that road provided the funds needed to construct the church. This
poem was found in their historical records, author unknown:

1

There's a church towering high o'er the hillside;
It beckons to folks far and wide.
No spot is so dear to my childhood
as the church in the heart of Red Lion.
Oh - come to the Church, heart of Red Lion.
O, listen to its clear ringing bell.
No spot is so dear to my childhood
As the church that we all love so well.

Throughout its long history, Red Lion UMC has been more than a
building—it has been a beacon of light, a gathering place for
worship, celebration, and service. From baptisms and weddings to
potlucks and prayer meetings, the church has been a cornerstone
of spiritual life in Franklin. We give thanks for the many faithful
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servants who worshiped within its walls and carried the message
of Christ into the world. Though the doors have closed, the spirit
of Red Lion UMC lives on in the hearts of those it touched.

Faithful Preparedness

As people of faith, The United Methodist Church has a long
history of welcoming and supporting immigrants and refugees.
Now more than ever, the Church needs to act boldly to welcome
the stranger and to challenge the systems that seek to exclude
and divide.

Recent immigration policy changes no longer honor churches as "sensitive locations" or
"sacred spaces" when it comes to immigration enforcement activities. To prepare churches
for the possibility of Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE) raids on or near church
property, the Ohio Episcopal Area - working with the Task Force on United Methodist
Immigration Ministries of Ohio - has created a new resource called "Faithful Preparedness:
Equipping Churches for Witness with Undocumented Persons." This document provides
churches with practical guidance for preparedness and care in the event of ICE presence or
immigration enforcement activity on or near church property.

Because United Methodists care about the "stranger in our midst," believe in keeping families
together, and want to protect survivors of violence, we are called to Act! Click here for ways

you can help.

New United Methodist Church Structure Ratified

YesVotes  NoVotes Percentage
The Council of Bishops, meeting online, announced Amendment| 34,148 3,124 91.60%
November 5 the ratification of the restructuring — known as
Worldwide Regionalization — as well as three other
amendments to the denomination’s constitution.

Amendment I 33,895 2,920 92.00%
Amendmentlll 33,875 2,989 91.90%

Amendment IV 33,952 2,792 92.40%
“These amendments reflect the church’s rich diversity and
deep commitment to live more fully into our shared mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world and strengthens our world-wide connection to serve
faithfully and inclusively in every context,” Council of Bishops President Tracy S. Malone said
in a press statement.

Key points:

e Annual conference voters have ratified a constitutional-amendments package that
aims to put The United Methodist Church’s different geographical regions on equal
footing.

e Under the newly ratified restructuring, the U.S. and each central conference — church
regions in Africa, Europe and the Philippines — become regional conferences with the
same legislative authority.

e The bishops now must name a committee that will be responsible for creating a U.S.
regional conference, a whole new structure.

e The ratification also opens the way for further study of whether the U.S. should
continue to have jurisdictions.

Click here to learn more.

Enroll Now for 2026 HealthFlex Coverage

HealthFlex Annual Enrollment is happening now through
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TOMORROW, November 13, 2025. There are no changes to
the plan for 2026.

All HealthFlex participants must review and confirm their ;
elections during this enrollment period. If this is not HEALTHFLEX
completed, participants will automatically be enrolled in their
current medical, dental, and vision plan. To enroll, go tomy
benefits access.

If you wish to waive coverage, you must complete and return the HealthFlex Waiver Form
annually to opt out of coverage.

HealthFlex Group Health Plan | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church

2025 Advent Resources

Advent is right around the corner, and the Ohio Episcopal
Area has family Advent resources available for you on the
conference website. These resources are designed to be
intergenerational and help foster faith-filled conversations
and Spirit-lead actions throughout the season. Click here for
the 2025 Family Advent Resources which include a printable
pdf Advent calendar, a printable pdf daily family devotional, and downloadable social media
graphics that correlate with the daily devotional. All resources are available in both English
and Spanish and were developed utilizing the lectionary resources from Discipleship
Ministries of the United Methodist Church.

More Advent resources to consider:

e God With Us: Advent Promises for a Just World, from R-Squared

® Books and studies for Advent, from ResourceUMC

e 12 Picture Books to Celebrate Christmas & Other December Holidays, from GBCS
e More Advent Resources, from ResourceUMC

Racial Justic Journey to Montgomery, Alabama
January 6-10, 2026

The Wesley Foundation at the University of Cincinnati is
planning a visit to Montgomery, AL to visit the Bryan Stevenson
Legacy sites: The Legacy Museum, The National Memorial for
Peace and Justice and the Freedom Monument Sculpture Park.
Their goal is to fill a charter bus with 27 college students and 27 diverse persons and have 25
churches financially partner with them to send church members. Needs: Dedication to work
for Racial Justice; Stand up for the oppressed and those on the margins; Desire to be more
Interculturally Competent. Three pre-trip meetings to prepare Physically, Emotionally,
Spiritually, and Theologically. One Reunion for post-trip processing and community building.
$300.00 per person for double occupancy room.

Please contact Rev. Becky Schofield Motter (director@ wesleyuc.org) or Rev. Tracy Chambers
(umcpastortracy@ gmail.com) for more details about the trip.

It's Charge Conference Season /\
The Church/Charge Conference season is in full swing! While this

season brings meetings and paperwork, it also serves as a moment

for reflection, connection, and collective celebration of all that God

has accomplished and offers the opportunity to chart the course for Char e
your church’s shared journey of living out your faith, mission and

ministry. Conference
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Your conference may be held anytime that best suits you from now through November. If
possible, please hold a more inclusive Church Conference and find an elder not associated
with your church to preside so all may enjoy this time of fellowship and celebration. Once you
have chosen your date and elder, please let the district office know on this Sign Up Genius or
email Nancy with the same information.

A packet of forms is available on the Conference website here: 2025 Charge Conference and
Annual Report Forms | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church.

Facebook Group vs. Facebook Page: Which is Right
for Your Church?

fa
Social media platforms have become valuable tools for Cebook
congregations to connect, engage, and share information
with their communities. In recent years, many churches have
embraced the power of social media to reach a wider
audience and foster a sense of online community. Facebook, one of the most popular
platforms, offers two primary options for churches to establish an online presence: a
Facebook page and a Facebook group. In this article, GCFA Communications discusses the
pros and cons of utilizing each option to help your ministry enhance its online outreach
strategy. Read more.

GRANTS & SCHOLARSHIPS

Feeding Our Neighbors

With the shutdown of the U.S. government, more than 40
million people were expected to lose food assistance benefits
on November 1. To address this growing hunger crisis, Global
Ministries has established "Feeding our Neighbors." This
emergency food grant program is being made available to UM
congregations with food ministries, pantries and ministry
partners across the United States. Churches wishing to participate in the program

can complete the application below. Applications will be accepted through December 15,
2025. Learn more and apply here.

Student Scholarships Through UMHEF UNITED METHODIST |
. N o HIGHER EDUCATION
For many families, affording higher education is the FOUNDATION

number one factor when deciding which school a

student will attend. UMHEF scholarships help make it

financially possible for qualifying students to obtain higher education, especially those
attending United Methodist-related institutions. In rare cases, awards are also given to
students attending other schools. Last year, UMHEF awarded $2 million to nearly 1,000
students!

Applications open January 1 for the 2026-2027 school year. Click here to learn more.

Green Church Mini Grants Reopen

Green Church Mini Grants provide limited funding for a church's "green"
projects such as recycling or composting programs; native plants for a
pollinator garden; an Earth Day event; or installing energy efficient light
bulbs. In order to receive funding, churches must sign the Green Church
Pledge and complete a sustainability audit (both provided). Each grant
will supply $100-S750 for a green project.

GREEN CHURCH

MOVEMENT
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Grant applications for 2026 have reopened! Email Mariellyn Grace atmgrace@ wocumc.org
for the new grant application form.

TRAININGS & EVENTS

NURTH CENTRAL JURISDICTION

North Central Jurisdiction IGNITE! Conference :: March 13-15, 2026

Have you felt a nudge toward ministry? Maybe it’s a gentle whisper... or a strong tug at your
heart. However, it shows up, it might just be God calling you! Don't miss this opportunity for
discernment, fellowship, education, and support as you explore your call into ministry, March
13-15, 2026 in Chicago, lllinois.

Sponsored by the North Central Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church, IGNITE is a
powerful gathering for anyone exploring a call - lay or clergy. Whether you're just starting to

wonder or actively discerning your next steps, this event is created with you in mind.

Click here to learn more and reqister.

November Expanding Connection Book Club: "My Body Is
Not a Prayer Request"
November 18 from 7-8:30pm on Zoom

The November book club gathering will discuss "My Body Is Not a
Prayer Request: Disability Justice in the Church," a powerful and
thought-provoking book by Amy Kenny. Amy is a disabled Christian
and advocate for disability justice. In this work, Kenny reflects on her DEgi i i kios
personal experiences within the church to highlight the unintentional e
ableism often present in Christian communities. She challenges the

notion that disabled bodies are inherently broken or in need of fixing,

instead emphasizing the sanctity and value of all bodies as reflections of God's image.

The book calls for a reimagining of how churches engage with disability, advocating for a
disability-centered approach that celebrates diversity and includes disabled individuals as
integral members of the faith community. Kenny's writing is both deeply personal and
prophetic, offering a vision of justice, inclusion, and belonging for all.

Please register by clicking here and if you have questions contact Julie Carter at
jcarter@ wocumc.org.

Clergy Spouse Retreat: March 6-8, 2026

Spouses of clergy, you're in for a treat! Clergy spouses of the CLERGY SPOUSE
East and West Ohio Conferences are busy planning a wonderful RETREAT
weekend of relaxation, fellowship and reflection just for you -

March 6-8, 2026. The retreat will take place at beautiful
Wanake Camp & Retreat Center in Beach City, OH. Blessings will
come your way as you take some time to relax and connect with
others who share your unique position. More information and
registration for the event will be coming soon.
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Mark your calendar and plan to take some time away from your busy family and church
events early next year.

Winter Summit Provides Space to Discern Your Call

Exploring a call to ministry can be overwhelming for some. The . “—\‘ z *d'd
Winter Candidacy Summit Retreat is a time to discern and A gnn%n'?l(t:y
explore God’s call on your life. During the Retreat, scheduled Taking the Next Faithful Steps

for January 9-10, 2026, candidates will worship, fellowship,
meet with their mentoring group, learn in large and small
group settings, and reflect with others exploring God's call on their lives.

Candidates may start by reviewing the West Ohio Candidacy Summit Process Candidate
Step-by-Step guide and discussing the process with District Superintendent, Rev. Suzanne
Allen. Click here to learn more/register. Deadline is December 1.

Lay Servant Ministries

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership
development programs available within the United Methodist
connection. Through this equipping and empowering system, lay
servants have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ
who then go and make other disciples.

Check out the new classes that have been added to the schedule.
Most are offered online via Zoom unless indicated. Click each link
to learn more and sign up:
e Western Lakes District - Soul Reset: January 6, 8, 13, 15, 20, 2026
Hocking River District - Leading Worship: February 27-28, 2026
Hocking River District - Called to Preach: May 15-16, 2026
Western Lakes District - Come! | Will Tell You a Story, An Introduction to Biblical
Storytelling: November 6-7, 2026

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS

Surviving

the?{i a'aﬁi '

_Documentary Viewing :
« CALVARY HILLTOP UMC

Calvary Hilltop UMC ‘ New Df:iy umc ‘
210 Anniversary Celebration GriefShare: Surviving the Holidays
November 16 November 20
Click here for more details Click here for more details

Christ Church, Kettering St Paul Community UMC
Pumpkin Spice & Jesus Christ Women's Advent Service
November 20 December 1

Click here for more details Click here for more details
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CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses may be viewed on the West Ohio Conference
website by clicking here.

CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event

Employment

Director of Communication - Hyde Park Community UMC
Children's Ministry Directory - Faith Community UMC
Youth Director - Faith Community UMC

Worship Leader - New Day UMC

Church Office Manager - Springboro First UMC
Director of Youth Ministries - Aley UMC
Facilities/Operations Manager - Christ UMC, Kettering
Children's Ministry Coordinator - John Wesley UMC
Office Administrator - Normandy UMC
Communication Coordinator - Normandy UMC
Administrative Assistant - Englewood UMC

Director of Family Ministries - Christ UMC, Kettering

Classifieds

Free to a Good Home
Children's Choir Robes - Mt Moriah UMC
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