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Offering Thanks

“This is my dedication.” Dancing with the Stars is having a resurgence
in popularity, receiving the highest number of live voters ever this
season. If you are a fan, you know that last night was Dedication
Night. The stars each chose someone special in their life to recognize,
thank, and include in their dance. They dedicated their dances to
parents, younger siblings, mentors, and spouses. The tributes and
love that were shared and the emotion that was conveyed through
the dances moved the ballroom and many who were watching to tears throughout the night.

There are many people we are grateful for every day of our lives. Most likely they come to
mind in our prayer time and on special occasions. Some are close by and a part of our daily
lives, others are far away or live on in our memories.

Often, however, the stuff of daily life prevents us from fully acknowledging the extent of that
gratitude. We can hardly grasp how interconnected we are, and the impact that the love,
care, and time others have invested in us has on us. Something powerful happens when we
take the time to reflect, name the gift of that person in our life, and offer our thanks.

This past Sunday the lectionary invited us to reflect on the experience of the ten lepers who
were healed by Jesus (Luke 17). We can imagine that each one of them was ecstatic,
overwhelmed, and deeply grateful for this gift of renewed life that Jesus gave them. Luke
tells us, however, that only one came back to say thank you to Jesus, at least in that moment.

This short passage is one that | come back to over and over again as | think about

gratitude. I’'m in awe of this one man who had the awareness to respond to Jesus in the
moment. I'm hopeful that others found Jesus later and offered their thanks in different ways.
I’'m also grateful to know that the healing that Jesus offers is not dependent on the thanks he
received. This is a picture of God’s grace and love, it is given freely, without strings or
obligations.

So often in life we don't realize how much others do for us, how they are embodying God’s
grace to us, or the capacity to thank them in a way that acknowledges all that they mean to
us. | pray that whether it is in the moment, or later, that | will have a clearer understanding of
the gifts that others have shared with me and will be able to respond in love and
appreciation, knowing that | am not self-made. We are all dependent on a web of love and
grace that begins and ends in God’s unconditional love.

October is pastor appreciation month. Our pastors are up late working on sermons, up early
to visit in the hospital, taking time to listen to those who are stressed and struggling, praying
and studying God’s word with their church members, worrying about who will lead with them
and how the bills will be paid, navigating theological and political divisions, serving in the
community, the list goes on. Pastors are with us through the ordinary moments, the life and
death moments, and many in between. Often, we forget to say thank you to our pastors. And
when we are clergy, we forget to thank each other. None of us can do this alone. None of us
are formed and shaped to be who we are on our own.

So, thank you, pastors, for the many ways you serve and lead us. Thank you, laity for the
ways you work together with your pastors to be the church.


https://wocumc.zoom.us/j/82972405449#success
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=ddb0651a-834c-4b6c-afbd-1e1e641d5d54

Peace,

Fall UMCOR Collection

After spring storms and summer flooding and tornadoes, Midwest
Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) needs our help replenishing
their stock of hygiene and home care kits.

From October 13-November 10, these kits - as well as other
supplies - can be dropped off at Mt Moriah UMC, 681 Mt Moriah Rd, Cincinnati. Click here for
other drop off sites around the conference.

Click here for instructions on how to make UMCOR Cleaning & Hygiene kits. MMDC also
accepts these simpler Home Care Kits. Additionally, the supplies on this list are needed by
MMDC.

For more information, contact Mariellyn Grace at mgrace@ wocumc.org.

Apportionment Giving Update

Apportionments are the way that congregations are
connected to the conference and the world and are
used to fund the global mission and witness of our
church, to help provide the necessary structure to
respond in moments of crisis locally, nationally,
internationally, and to develop and nurture the leaders
we need today and tomorrow. The basic idea behind apportionments is

that local congregations send some of the money they collect to accomplish things that are
either beyond their ability to do as individual congregations or that can be done more
effectively or efficiently together.

We're 3/4 of the way through 2025 and because this connection is so important, we want to
highlight the churches in our district who have already paid 100% of their apportionments:
Fairmount - Hartzell - Hooven - Liberty - Lytle - Newtown - Seven Mile - Springboro First -
St Charles - State Road - Union.

We have many churches who are at 75% at the end of three quarters: Armstrong Chapel -
Camp Dennison - Cherry Grove - Clifton - Clough - Concord - Dayton Korean - Fairview -
Hamilton Grace - Hyde Park Bethlehem - Jacksonburg - John Wesley - Memorial -
Middletown Christ - Middletown First - Milford First - Milford Trinity - Monfort Heights -
Mt Healthy - New Lebanon - Normandy - Northern Hills - Oakwood - Okeana - Oregonia -
Shiloh - Southern Hills - St Mark's - St Paul Dayton - Sulphur Grove - Ware's Chapel -
Westwood.

Thank you for your very tangible generosity to denominational, conference and district funds
and ministries! Why give to apportionments?

Wesley Foundation of Cincinnati is Celebrating 100
years of ministry!

Executive Director Rev. Becky Schofield Motter, Wesley's Board
of Directors, and students are so very grateful to the many
churches and individuals who have supported them over the years!
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You're invited to their final celebration marking 100 years of ministry at the University of
Cincinnati on Saturday, October 25 from 1-4pm before the start of the football game vs.
Baylor. This Homecoming Celebration and Tailgate Party will take place at their house located
at 2717 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, 45220.

They will also have house tours and students, student leaders and the Board of Directors will
be available to talk with you about the ministry. Parking is limited so they are offering a
shuttle from Calvary Episcopal Church, 3766 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati. For more information,
please contact Becky Schofield Motter: director@ wesleyuc.org.

Super Serve Saturda
o] y 9/-\3

Hyde Park Community UMC and the Great Miami River District offer )
monthly community serve opportunities from September through

May. This day of service provides a way for families, multiple Su perSERVE
generations and people of all backgrounds to put their faith into
action by serving in meaningful ways in the community. NO SUPERPOWERS NECESSARY

S3 takes place on the 3rd Saturday of the month.

You have an opportunity to serve on Saturday, October 18 at New Life Furniture and Meals on
Wheels. Click here to learn more and sign up.

Remember, there's something for every age and ability - no superpowers necessary - just a
willing, humble and flexible spirit and heart for all! There are family friendly options, no
contact options, and options to serve at home.

We are looking to expand the reach of Super Serve Saturday to all of the counties in the Great
Miami River District. If you know of an organization that could use a helping hand, please
contact Nancy at 513.421.2057.

2025 Family Advent Resources Available

Advent is right around the corner, and the Ohio Episcopal Area
has family Advent resources available for you on the conference
website. These resources are designed to be intergenerational
and help foster faith-filled conversations and Spirit-lead actions
throughout the season.

The 2025 Family Advent Resources include a printable pdf

Advent calendar, a printable pdf daily family devotional, and downloadable social media
graphics that correlate with the daily devotional. All resources are available in both English
and Spanish and were developed utilizing the lectionary resources from Discipleship
Ministries of the United Methodist Church.

As you journey towards Christmas this year, may you remember that you are not alone in the
waiting and that we often experience God’s love through our relationships with others. If you
have questions about these resources, contact Rev. Ann Marie Carley, Director of
Engagement with Children, Youth, and Young Adults for the Ohio Episcopal Area.

Free 2026 Worship Calendar Bundle Digital Download P

january 2026
February 2026

2026 Worship Planning Calendar el
The full planning calendar for each Sunday in 2025, as well as
special days and times throughout the year. Helpful for pastors,
worship leaders and planners, musicians, choirs, committees,
Sunday School teachers, and more. 12-page, 8-1/2" X 11” printable
PDF calendar in month-at-a-glance format.


mailto:director@wesleyuc.org
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https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/toda-la-tierra-espera
mailto:amcarley@wocumc.org

2026 Revised Common Lectionary Sundays and Special Days Calendar

This two-page PDF lists the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) readings and liturgical colors is
one of Discipleship Ministries’ most popular worship planning resources. The resource
includes Sundays and Special Days, along with space for your own notes.

Click here to download the free calendars

It's Charge Conference Season /\
The Church/Charge Conference season is once again upon us. While

this season brings meetings and paperwork, it also serves as a
moment for reflection, connection, and collective celebration of all

\
that God has accomplished and offers the opportunity to chart the
course for your church’s shared journey of living out your faith, C le‘,large
mission and ministry. onrerence

Your conference may be held anytime that best suits you from now through November. If
possible, please hold a more inclusive Church Conference and find an elder not associated
with your church to preside so all may enjoy this time of fellowship and celebration. Once you
have chosen your date and elder, please let the district office know on this Sign Up Genius or
email Nancy with the same information.

A packet of forms is available on the Conference website here: 2025 Charge Conference and
Annual Report Forms | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church.

10 Encouraging Giving Trends for Church
Finance Leaders

Each year, Giving USA provides a comprehensive
overview of the state of American generosity. After
purchasing the complete data package, | asked my
trusted “Al Assistant” to review the data and suggest
what might be good news to share with lay and clergy
leaders across The United Methodist Church.

For those of us leading financial stewardship in local United Methodist churches, this year’s
report gives us several reasons to be hopeful—and even excited—about what’s possible.
While it’s tempting to focus on what’s lacking, ten positive insights from the 2025 report
(covering 2024 data) provide us with information to celebrate, share, and incorporate into
our plans for funding mission and ministry. Continue reading the story by Ken Sloane,
Director of Stewardship and Generosity for Discipleship Ministries.

TRAINING & EVENTS
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LEAVING A
LASTING
LEGACY

Join Foundation
Program Manager,
Maddy DeWitt, as
she helps unravel
the mystery of
planned giving for
your congregation.

Nov. 11" at 6:00PM
Zoom Link:
CLICK HERE

The Christmas Miracle

The Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction
(ODRC) and The Four Seven Ministries have created a

beautiful opportunity for families to experience the commuinik Y
Christmas holiday with their incarcerated loved ones. All In

Community is working alongside them to help this year.

You're invited to join Jami Nathan, All In Community Ministries Coordinator, and Kim Elliott,
Executive Director with Four Seven Ministries, on Monday October 27 at 7pm on Zoomto
hear details about volunteering for this year’s Christmas Miracle events at each of the state
correctional facilities. Click here to learn more and sign up for the Zoom event.

This year, be part of making Christmas magical for those who are often forgotten and left out
of holiday celebrations.

Day of Thanksgiving and Unity . T
November 15, Roscoe UMC, Coshocton the par:s toagetZer”

EPHESIANS 2: 21-22

You are invited to join laity and clergy from across Ohio
to celebrate the second annual Day of Thanksgiving &

DAY OF THANKSGIVING

Unity on Saturday, November 15 from 9:30am-3pm at & UNITY NOVEMBER 15
Roscoe UMC.

The theme for our time together will be “Christ Holds All the Parts Together” grounded in the
words from Ephesians 2:21-22. Bishop Lanette L. Plambeck, resident bishop of the Minnesota
Conference and the Dakotas Conference, will preach and lead a one-hour plenary in the
morning. Rev. Dr. Beth Stroud, assistant professor of History at Methodist Theological School
in Ohio, will present in the afternoon. Bishop Hee-Soo Jung will preach the closing worship
service.


https://www.westohioumc.org/great-miami-river/event/christmas-miracle

The cost for the event is just $10, which includes lunch. Click here to learn more and register
by the deadline of November 7.

Lay Servant Ministries

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership
development programs available within the United Methodist
connection. Through this equipping and empowering system, lay
servants have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who
then go and make other disciples.

Check out the new classes that have been added to the schedule. Most are offered online via
Zoom unless indicated. Click each link to learn more and sign up:
e Hocking River District Loving People and Planet in God’s Name (Oct. 31-November 1)
e Olentangy River District Called to Preach (In person November 8 and 15)

Early Response Team Training & Recertification: November 8 West Chio Conference

An 8-hour training held atNorth Broadway UMC on November 8 will lmsm
teach you how to assist survivors of natural disasters in their time of mnu&

need. You will learn how to provide a Christian presence while taking preparedness
steps to prevent further damage to the family's personal property. response.recovery
FEMA recognizes this training to enter a disaster scene.

A recertification class will also be offered that day. This class is for those who have completed
the basic course and are within one year of the date their badge expiration. Cost is $40 for
the basic class and $35 for recertification. The deadline to register for either class is Monday,
November 3.

Click here to learn more/register.

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS

g ’Bte.mng L 4

: o the
' mmats l
'ﬁ.

br =

Hamilton First UMC Monroe UMC
Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner Blessing of the Animals
October 25 October 26
Click here for more details Click here for more details

WOMEN'S RETREAT:
HOW GOD UNTANGLES THE PROBLEMS OF LIFE

New Day UMC Franklin First UMC
Women's Retreat Fall Marketplace
November 1 November 1
Click here for more details Click here for more details

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE
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Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in
thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Mrs. Rella Hadley who passed away on September 23, 2025 from ALS. Rella was married to
Rev. Joe Hadley for 59 years. Always by his side, Rella was Joe's rock throughout his 20 years
of ministry at Faith-Northside Charge and Christ, The Prince of Peace UMC in Cincinnati.

Rella loved God, her family and serving others. She worked as the production assistant to the
director of the Service Center for the United Methodist Women in Cincinnati, was part of the
clergy spouse choir, and served as her church's lay member to annual conference and on
church boards for many years.

A Celebration of Rella's Life will take place at Northern Hills UMC, 6700 Winton Rd, Cincinnati
45224 at 11am on Saturday, November 8, 2025. There will be a meal afterwards. Attendees
are asked to wear something purple (Rella's favorite color). Condolences may be sent to Rev.
Joe Hadley, 5 Springbok Dr, Fairfield, OH 45014.

Notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses from beyond our district may be viewed on the
West Ohio Conference website by clicking here.

CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event

Employment .
Director of Handbell Ministry - Hyde Park Community UMC Classifieds
Facilities/Operations Manager - Christ UMC, Kettering
Children's Ministry Coordinator - John Wesley UMC
Office Administrator - Normandy UMC
Communication Coordinator - Normandy UMC
Administrative Assistant - Englewood UMC

Director of Family Ministries - Christ UMC, Kettering

Free to a Good Home
Children's Choir Robes - Mt Moriah UMC
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