
News and Notes --- September 24, 2025

To Everything There Is A Season

Rev. Dr. Sherry Parker-Lewis wrote in her blog, "Just as we move from birth to death, a
community of faith can do the same. Each congregation has a story of its birth, whether it is
150 or 10 years old. The founders had a vision and planted the church. Some congregations
find themselves at a place of strength and vitality and other congregations have nostalgia for
the way things used to be when times were good. And sadly, some congregations are
currently deciding whether or not to continue."

In our district we see churches in varying
points along the church life cycle. Some are
over 200 years old and some are brand new.
This past Sunday, Fairmount United Methodist
Church held its closing worship celebration.
The church began in 1835 worshipping in
homes and rented spaces. In 1871, the faithful
congregation was finally able to build the
Fairmount Methodist Episcopal Church at a
cost of $4,500. And there they have continued to share God's love and hope in the South
Fairmount neighborhood of Cincinnati for more than 150 years. Thank you, good and faithful
servants!

Celebrating 8 years, Mosaic Church, a campus of the Gem
City Church Collective, has grown into multiple locations
and ministries in their short life with their Fighting Chance
Recovery marking their 4th birthday. They are "Better
Together" as they embrace their multiethnic,
multigenerational, multieconomic and recovery community
and offer a variety of opportunities for people to connect
with one another and grow in their faith. Enthusiastically
led by pastors Rosario Picardo and Wayne Botkin, the
church is committed to continuing its mission of love,
community and service.

Also in its early life, Summit UMC in Lebanon formed as a result of disaffiliation. They just
celebrated their 2nd anniversary on Sunday by gifting the congregation with an ice cream
truck after worship offering all kinds of delicious treats. From a remnant of 25 to a robust
church averaging 150 each Sunday whose motto is "Come As You Are," Rev. Steve Rudisill has
provided the leadership to make Summit the most welcoming and missional church in the
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community!

And we have one more church in its infancy -
Resurrection Mason is set to launch on Sunday,
October 5. With God's help, they hope to build a
Christian community where non-religious and
nominally religious people become deeply committed
Christians. The church is being birthed in the former
Mason United Methodist Church building that closed its
doors in 2023. Former Superintendent, Rev. Jenn Lucas,
is pastoring this new church community, a campus of Resurrection United Methodist Church
led by Rev. Adam Hamilton. Mason will be their first location outside of the Kansas City area.
You're invited to worship with them at 9am on October 5th and experience their energy,
connect with what’s happening, and help celebrate this significant moment in our district and
conference. The church is located at 6315 S Mason Montgomery Rd, Mason.

When we trust God and focus on our mission, then we live our faith by trusting that even in
the times when we are called to let go and say goodbye to well-loved ministries, resurrection
and new life emerges. It comes through letting go of those ministries that have come to their
end and planting new ministries so that our mission continues. Sometimes this happens
within a local church, and sometimes it happens as one church closes and gifts its resources
to be used to plant a new church in the area, sometimes is comes through a surprise as the
Holy Spirit moves in an unexpected way.  

We're grateful for each of our churches and ministries at all points along the lifecycle. Each
comes with their joys and sorrows. Each requires significant faith and trust in God. Each offers
a witness to God’s great faithfulness. Wherever you are, thank you for your faithful witness to
God’s grace and love.

Free 2026 Worship Calendar Bundle Digital Download

2026 Worship Planning Calendar
The full planning calendar for each Sunday in 2025, as well as
special days and times throughout the year. Helpful for pastors,
worship leaders and planners, musicians, choirs, committees,
Sunday School teachers, and more. 12-page, 8-1/2″ X 11″ printable
PDF calendar in month-at-a-glance format.

2026 Revised Common Lectionary Sundays and Special Days Calendar
This two-page PDF lists the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) readings and liturgical colors is
one of Discipleship Ministries’ most popular worship planning resources. The resource
includes Sundays and Special Days, along with space for your own notes.

Click here to download the free calendars

A Special Presentation on Our Methodist Heritage

We are privileged to have David Worthington, the UMC’s Global
Ambassador of Methodist Heritage Sites, join us on Monday, October
13th, 2-4pm, at the West Ohio Conference Center in Worthington. David
is visiting the United States from England, and he will be sharing
'Wisdom from the Past, Hope for the Future - A Methodist Heritage
Story.'

David was appointed by the UMC General Commission on Archives and
History as the Global Ambassador of Methodist Heritage Sites. He is
committed to continuing the work begun by John and Charles Wesley in England nearly three
hundred years ago as he believes their story, and that of the early Methodist movement,
remains as relevant today as it did in the 18th century. 

https://resurrection.church/mason/
https://store.umcdiscipleship.org/product/2026-worship-calendar-bundle/


All are invited to participate in his presentation and a time of questions and answers at the
West Ohio Conference Center, 32 Wesley Blvd., Worthington, Ohio. Registration here is
appreciated but not required. 

Changes On the Horizon at Wesley Camp and Retreat Center

Over the past year, the Interim Camp Wesley Coordinating Council has
been hard at work preparing the camp and retreat ministry in
Bellefontaine to reopen for the 2026 summer camping season. The
council, composed of lay and clergy members from across the West Ohio
Conference, represent the Board of Trustees, Council on Finance and
Administration, Transformative Discipleship, the United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio,
the Connectional Table, Emerging Generations, and Camp and Retreats. Co-led by Rev. Joe
Ziraldo and Rev. Paula Stewart, with staff support from Rev. Ann Marie Carley, the team has
been focused on ensuring that proceeds from the camp sale are invested wisely. Their efforts
are making possible a $3 million renovation to the property.

When it reopens in 2026, the site will feature a refreshed look, including a clean and safe
lake, new restrooms in the dining hall, and a modern water filtration system providing
drinking water throughout the property.

Bishop Jung has appointed the Rev. Abby J. Lightle as the first Director
of Camp Wesley. Abby will begin her role at the end of October,
bringing a unique blend of classroom teaching, pastoral leadership and
a deep love for connecting people with God and one another.

“I have experienced the power of camps and retreats, and I am excited
to help rebuild and reimagine what camping and retreat ministry can
look like in the West Ohio Conference,” Lightle said.

Since 2019, Lightle has served at Aley United Methodist Church as pastor of outreach and
family life, guiding mission and outreach, youth, children and family ministries.

Greenhouse Listening Sessions

"Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am
doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I
am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the
wasteland..." ~ Isaiah 43:19

The West Ohio Office of Fresh Starts and New Beginnings wants to help your church revitalize,
launch a new ministry, or help fulfill another dream God has laid on your heart. They are
holding Listening Sessions across Ohio to hear your ideas and let you know how the
conference can come alongside and support you. The listening session taking place in our
district is scheduled for October 15 at Church of the Saviour UMC in Montgomery. One slot
remains to be filled. Click here to grab it: Pastors: GMD Greenhouse Listening Sessions. If you
need another time, Brad and Terri will work with you to find a mutually agreeable date or
choose to travel to a nearby district. Contact Terri at tmcclain@wocumc.org for more
information.

West Ohio District Listening Sessions - click on the church name to sign up:
Tues, 10.14.25 | Greenfield First UMC, 405 South St, Greenfield (Scioto River)
Wed, 9.17.25 | Greenhouse Version Espanol at 9:30am, 10:30am or 11:30am on Zoom

For East Ohio Listening Sessions click here.

It's Charge Conference Season

The Church/Charge Conference season is once again upon us. While

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/umc-heritage-presentation
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4EABAF2CA4F58-57957187-gmdgreenhouse#/
mailto:tmcclain@wocumc.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4EABAF2CA4F58-57957188-srdgreenhouse#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4EABAF2CA4F58-58070353-greenhouse#/
https://www.westohioumc.org/lets-start-you


this season brings meetings and paperwork, it also serves as a
moment for reflection, connection, and collective celebration of all
that God has accomplished and offers the opportunity to chart the
course for your church’s shared journey of living out your faith,
mission and ministry.

Your conference may be held anytime that best suits you between
now and November. If possible, please hold a more inclusive Church
Conference and find an elder not associated with your church to
preside so all may enjoy this time of fellowship and celebration. Once you have chosen your
date and elder, please let the district office know on this Sign Up Genius or email Nancy with
the same information. If you are an active or retired Elder and would be willing to preside if
called upon, please let Nancy know your availability.

A packet of forms is available on the Conference website here: 2025 Charge Conference and
Annual Report Forms | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church. If you have
any questions about the process, please be sure to attend today's Pre-Charge Conference
Briefing at the district office at 5pm!

Celebrate World Communion Sunday on October 5

World Communion Sunday is one of the Special Sundays of
the United Methodist Church, which celebrates the unity
and diversity of the universal Christian community.  

Celebrated this year on October 5, World Communion
Sunday is a time for us to gather around the Lord’s table, recognize our unity in Christ, and
join with others worldwide in Holy Communion. 

Special Sundays like this are set aside each year to deepen the connection between the local
church and ministries on a global scale. Individuals and congregations are encouraged to
support the churches’ collective efforts through an offering. Contributions fund scholarships
for U.S. and international students, as well as grants for global inclusion, diversity, equity,
and access training. Click here for resources to help your congregation celebrate.

Pay Your Apportionments Online with E-Check

The West Ohio Conference now offers apportionment payments
online via e-check. And! they will cover the processing fees!

Before you decide if e-check is a good option for your church,
please log into www.westohioumc.org > MyChurch > Apportionments. There you will find a
link to the "e-check Good to Know." You will also find the tutorial and link to make your
payment. 

If you are a treasurer or someone authorized to make payments on behalf of your church, you
will need to be registered a
t westohioumc.org, have permission to view MyChurch, and editing privileges. Please reach
out to Nancy (nnewton@wocumc.org/513.421.2057 for assistance. 

Free Tools for Church Leaders
 
Running the day-to-day administration of a local church or
ministry often stretches both time and budget. Thankfully,
there are several high-quality free ministry (or nonprofit-
discounted) tools available to help ministry leaders with
design, accounting, presentations, communication, and
overall administration. The General Council on Finance and
Administration (GCFA) has roundup of some of the most useful tools that can help your

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C4AACA822A57-51138717-gmd2024
mailto:nnewton@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/stewardshipfinancebenefits/2025-charge-conference-and-annual-report-forms
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ministry run more smoothly. Click here to learn more.

TRAINING & EVENTS

Winter Summit Provides Space to Discern Your Call

Exploring a call to ministry can be overwhelming for some. The
Winter Candidacy Summit Retreat is a time to discern and explore
God’s call on your life. During the Retreat, scheduled for January 9-
10, 2026, candidates will worship, fellowship, meet with their
mentoring group, learn in large and small group settings, and
reflect with others exploring God's call on their lives.

Candidates may start by reviewing the ‘West Ohio Candidacy Summit Process Candidate
Step-by-Step guide’ and discussing the process with District Superintendent, Rev. Suzanne
Allen. Click here to learn more/register.

4 Every Generation Conference: Creating a Culture of
Intergenerational Faith November 4-6

Are you ready to break age barriers and build a faith community where
every generation thrives together? "4 Every Generation: Creating a
Culture of Intergenerational Faith" is a 3-day conference being held in St.
Louis that is designed to equip you with the tools, insights, and
connections to build a thriving intergenerational church community.

DS Suzanne shares, "Many churches in our district have asked how to restart or strengthen
ministry with young people. This conference will be filled with great resources to help you
with a new vision and ways to grow and strengthen this area of ministry."

What you can expect
Inspiring Worship: Refresh your spirit with meaningful, multi-generation worship.
Dynamic Keynote Speakers: Gain powerful insights from thought leaders in
intergenerational ministry.
Interactive Breakout Sessions: Learn practical strategies to foster connection and
discipleship across all ages.
Networking Opportunities: Connect with fellow leaders and build relationships that
last beyond the conference.
Practical Takeaways: Return home with actionable steps to transform your church’s
approach to ministry.

At the 4EG Conference, church leaders, ministry teams, and passionate disciples come
together to reimagine faith formation as an intergenerational experience. Click here to learn
more.

Please let the district office know if you plan to attend so we can connect you with others in
the district who are also attending. And, if cost is an issue, please reach out about available
scholarship support.

Virtual Green Church Training, September 28

The Ohio Episcopal Area is excited to present the first VIRTUAL Green
Church Training for local churches, coming Sunday, September 28, from
4:00-7:00pm on Zoom.

Green Church Training provides a solid foundation for moving your
church toward green solutions. The training includes Biblical, Wesleyan,
and United Methodist resources for creation care; tips for forming a Green Team at your
church; and plenty of ideas and suggestions for creative ways to green your church - plus

https://www.gcfa.org/resource/free-tools-every-united-methodist-ministry-leader-should-know-about
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/page/files/2025 WOC Step by Step Guide__2.pdf
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/2026-candidacy-summit-january
https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=821393#
https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=821393#


time to plan and dream with your church team!

The training should be attended by at least two people from each church (either two lay or
one lay, one clergy). After completing the training, churches are invited to either create a
Green Team (if they do not already have one) or complete a green project at their church.

Cost of the virtual training is $40 per church. Scholarships are available for churches with
financial need.

Click here to register. One participant from each church should register for the whole team.
For more information, contact Mariellyn Grace at mgrace@wocumc.org.

MissionInsite has updated data coming October 1

Many MissionInsite users have asked when they will see
2025 data instead of the 2021 results from the American
Beliefs Study. The wait is almost over!

On October 1st they will release new information into the MissionInsite system. This update
means that you will find new rankings in the ExecutiveInsite section on Religious Program or
Ministry Preferences, along with a significant refresh in all the MinistryInsite and
ReligiousInsite reports and American Beliefs custom demographics. The sample below shows
an updated program preferences graph from a MinistryInsite Priorities report.

MissionInsite is offering a webinar on November 20 at 2pm thgat will provide an overview of
the new features and reports. Registration will be available next month. As you work with the
new reports and updated data, please bring your questions or concerns to the webinar, or
reach out to MIsupport@acst.com any time. They are eager to assist you in finding and using
the updated information. 

Early Response Team Training & Recertification: November 8

An 8-hour training held at North Broadway UMC on November 8 will
teach you how to assist survivors of natural disasters in their time of
need. You will learn how to provide a Christian presence while taking
steps to prevent further damage to the family's personal property.
FEMA recognizes this training to enter a disaster scene.

A recertification class will also be offered that day. This class is for those who have completed
the basic course and are within one year of the date their badge expiration. Cost is $40 for
the basic class and $35 for recertification. The deadline to register for either class is Monday,
November 3.
Click here to learn more/register.

Lay Servant Ministries

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership
development programs available within the United Methodist
connection. Through this equipping and empowering system, lay
servants have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who
then go and make other disciples.

Check out the new classes that have been added to the schedule. Most are offered online via
Zoom unless indicated. Click each link to learn more and sign up:

Hocking River District Loving People and Planet in God’s Name (Oct. 31-November 1)
Olentangy River District Called to Preach (In person November 8 and 15)

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

https://www.westohioumc.org/event/green-church-training-zoom
mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org
mailto:misupport@acst.com
http://www.north-broadway.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/early-response-team-training-recert-nbumc-1
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/hocking-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-course-loving-people-and-planet-gods-name
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/olentangy-river-district-called-preach


GMD 2026 Partner/Agency Grants

Because of the faithful generosity and long-term vision of those
who gave toward our Mission Foundation endowment, we have
the great blessing of being able to offer grant funds to both
United Methodist related ministry agencies and local churches in
our district.

The deadline has passed to submit a local church grant. However the partner/agency grant
application is open until October 3. Click here for application. You can also find it on our
website: www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver under "Resources" + "Grants."

If you have any questions or need any help with the grant application process, please contact
Rev. Justin M. Fuhrmann, Great Miami River District Grants Committee Chair, at
jfuhrma@hotmail.com or by phone at 847-913-4190.

GO! Grants from the Office of Fresh Starts and New Beginnings

Are you bursting with passion and
creativity to revolutionize ministry and
make a lasting impact on your community?
Go! Grants support new, innovative
ministry ideas that help West Ohio United
Methodist churches build meaningful
relationships beyond the walls of the
church and within their local communities.
Applications are due September 30, 2025.

Last year, the West Ohio Conference
received 220 applications for a Go! Grant.
This year, we look forward to more
churches applying. For help with ideation
or questions, please plan to join one of the
Zoom whiteboard sessions on September
3, 9, 12 or 15. Listening sessions are
happening in each district as well. Need
help dreaming up an idea? Guides are
available in English, French and Spanish.
Click here for more information.

As one category of the West Ohio GO!
Grants, Green Church Mini Grants provide
limited funding for a church's "green"
projects such as recycling or composting
programs; native plants for a pollinator
garden; an Earth Day event; or installing
energy efficient light bulbs.

To be approved for funding, churches will
sign the Green Church Pledge, complete a
sustainability audit, and commit to
attending Green Church Training. Each
grant will supply $100-$750 for a green
project, and recipients will be recognized
at the Bishop's GO! Awards in February.

To apply, complete the GO! Grant
application here:
https://www.westohioumc.org/2026-go-
grants. Applications are due September
30. Questions can be directed to Mariellyn
Grace, Director of Mission Engagement, at
mgrace@wocumc.org. 

Racial Ethnic Local Church Concerns

Discipleship Ministries is receiving applications for their Racial
Ethnic Local Church Grants (RELCC) through September 30,
2025. The purpose of the grant is to provide funding to
strengthen the ethnic local church through leadership training,
small groups, worship, stewardship, and spiritual formation as

https://files.constantcontact.com/d20bd20a001/52b84edf-7229-4224-a809-aa53109ffd5c.docx?rdr=true
http://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver
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they engage in developing disciple-making systems inside the
church walls as well as in the community. Priority is given to
new programs/ministries that move churches to places where
disciples are formed, grow, and make new disciples of Jesus
Christ who will transform the world. Click here to learn more.

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS

Archdiocese of Cincinnati
Interfaith Prayer Service

September 28
Click here for more details

New Day UMC
Acts For A Cause

October 4
Click here for more details

Gem City Church Collective
Think Tank: Catalytic Outreach

October 16
Click here for more details

Hyde Park Community UMC
Organ Concert featuring Richard Elliott

November 2
Click here for more details

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses from across West Ohio may be viewed
by clicking here.

CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event

Employment
Children's Ministry Director - Westwood UMC
Youth Ministry Director - Westwood UMC
Office Administrator - Normandy UMC
Communication Coordinator - Normandy UMC
Administrative Assistant - Englewood UMC
Office Administrator - Loveland UMC

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/racial-ethnic-local-church-concerns
https://www.westohioumc.org/great-miami-river/event/interfaith-prayer-service-immigrants-refugees
https://www.westohioumc.org/great-miami-river/event/acts-cause
https://www.westohioumc.org/great-miami-river/event/gem-city-church-think-tank-catalytic-outreach-brad-aycock
https://www.westohioumc.org/great-miami-river/event/organ-concert-featuring-richard-elliott
https://www.westohioumc.org/celebrations-of-life
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/classifieds
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/ad-submission


Financial Coordinator - Church of the Saviour
Director of Student Ministries - Christ Kettering UMC
Preschool Director - Sharonville UMC
Choir Director - Mt Healthy UMC
Associate Director - Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati
Youth Pastor - Sharonville UMC
Worship Assistant - Christ UMC
Ministry Assistant - Memorial UMC
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