
News and Notes --- September 17, 2025

Summer has stretched into September. We have had a month full of
beautiful sunny days and cool nights—perfect for back to school and
church festivals and fall sports. 

Even as I have been grateful to get out and enjoy these events, I’m also
aware of the near drought conditions across our part of Ohio. The
trees are stressed and changing to their fall colors early. The grass is
brittle, and the ground is rock hard.  

When I finally made the decision to water my yard, I felt the ground and plants soaking up the
water in desperate relief. I even caught a squirrel using my hose as a drinking fountain. The
words of Psalm 42 came to mind, “As the deer pants for water, so I long for you, O God.” This
scripture highlights not just the physical thirst in nature, but also what I have been feeling in
my soul and the world around me this month, spiritual thirst. There is a deep spiritual
longing within us that September seems to bring to the surface. 

Perhaps it is the passing of time that we see in our children as they begin a new grade level or
next life step. Perhaps it is the shorter days and longer nights. Perhaps it is the layering of
memories held within and between us that connect us to larger questions of meaning and
faith—Katrina, 9-11, suicide awareness month.

The last few weeks have brought more nation-wide situations of violence, loss, and grief that
will add to our communal long term embodied memories of September. The political division
which these events have highlighted increases the deep longing for another way.   

Somehow, we have gotten to a place where, as a nation and even as the church, we think that
a political solution, or a violent solution, will quench that thirst. In our desperate thirst, we
have seen those who are even slightly different than us as the enemy and focused on their
political beliefs more than honoring their humanity and respecting their faith journey even if
it is different than ours.  
  
This feeling is captured in the words of the Psalmist who continues: “I thirst for God, the living
God. Where can I find him to come and stand before him? Day and night I weep for his help,
and all the while my enemies taunt me. ‘Where is this God of yours?’ they scoff.”
  
This a thirst that only the living God can quench. This is a longing that can only be filled with
the living water that comes from a God who transcends time, history, nation, and politics,
who has been there with us through each of the communal memories and personal
moments. Perhaps this is why the woman at the well could say, “Come and see a man who
told me everything I have ever done!” as she receives the living water of God’s presence from
him (John 4).

Each time that we feel this deep sense of thirst, this longing for the living God, each time we
feel ourselves dehumanizing another because we disagree, each time we find hope slipping
away, or find ourselves overwhelmed by violence and grief, may we follow the example of the
woman who says to Jesus, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty.” She
received the living water from Jesus that “will become a spring of water gushing up to eternal
life” and then she went out to share it with everyone who would receive it.

Our world is longing for the living water that comes from the living God alone. Even as we
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have received, may we share the living water with all who will receive it.

Peace,
Suzanne

A Special Presentation on Our Methodist Heritage

We are privileged to have David Worthington, the UMC’s Global
Ambassador of Methodist Heritage Sites, join us on Monday, October
13th, 2-4pm, at the West Ohio Conference Center in Worthington. David
is visiting the United States from England, and he will be sharing
'Wisdom from the Past, Hope for the Future - A Methodist Heritage
Story.'

David was appointed by the UMC General Commission on Archives and
History as the Global Ambassador of Methodist Heritage Sites. He is
committed to continuing the work begun by John and Charles Wesley in England nearly three
hundred years ago as he believes their story, and that of the early Methodist movement,
remains as relevant today as it did in the 18th century. 

All are invited to participate in his presentation and a time of questions and answers at the
West Ohio Conference Center, 32 Wesley Blvd., Worthington, Ohio. Registration here is
appreciated but not required. 

Greenhouse Listening Sessions

"Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am
doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I
am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the
wasteland..." ~ Isaiah 43:19

The West Ohio Office of Fresh Starts and New Beginnings wants to help your church revitalize,
launch a new ministry, or help fulfill another dream God has laid on your heart. They are
holding Listening Sessions across Ohio to hear your ideas and let you know how the
conference can come alongside and support you. The listening session taking place in our
district is scheduled for October 15 at Church of the Saviour UMC in Montgomery. One slot
remains to be filled. Click here to grab it: Pastors: GMD Greenhouse Listening Sessions. If you
need another time, Brad and Terri will work with you to find a mutually agreeable date or
choose to travel to a nearby district. Contact Terri at tmcclain@wocumc.org for more
information.

West Ohio District Listening Sessions - click on the church name to sign up:
Tues, 9.23.25 | Bowling Green First UMC, 1526 E Wooster, Bowling Green (Maumee River)
Wed, 9.24.25 | Athens First UMC, 2 S. College St, Athens (Hocking River)
Tues, 10.14.25 | Greenfield First UMC, 405 South St, Greenfield (Scioto River)
Wed, 9.17.25 | Greenhouse Version Espanol at 9:30am, 10:30am or 11:30am on Zoom

For East Ohio Listening Sessions click here.

It's Charge Conference Season

The Church/Charge Conference season is once again upon us. While
this season brings meetings and paperwork, it also serves as a
moment for reflection, connection, and collective celebration of all
that God has accomplished and offers the opportunity to chart the
course for your church’s shared journey of living out your faith,
mission and ministry.

Your conference may be held anytime that best suits you between now and November. If
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possible, please hold a more inclusive Church Conference and find an elder not associated
with your church to preside so all may enjoy this time of fellowship and celebration. Once you
have chosen your date and elder, please let the district office know on this Sign Up Genius or
email Nancy with the same information. If you are an active or retired Elder and would be
willing to preside if called upon, please let Nancy know your availability.

A packet of forms is available on the Conference website here: 2025 Charge Conference and
Annual Report Forms | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church. If you have
any questions about the process, please be sure to attend today's Pre-Charge Conference
Briefing at the district office at 5pm!

Camp Wesley Needs Skilled Volunteers

The demolition stage of Camp Wesley is complete, and construction
will soon begin. In the meantime, skilled volunteers are needed to
assist with tasks that are not major construction projects such as
building kitchen cabinets, repairing storage sheds, and trail
maintenance. The projects are planned for the first Saturday of
September, October, and November from 9am-2pm.

Construction not your thing? Keep Camp Wesley in prayer for a safe worksite and for the
many ways God will reach new lives in the years to come. Click here to learn more.

Festival of Sharing

The Festival of Sharing is a yearly service opportunity for United
Methodists to prepare kits for hygiene, school, and cleanup to be
delivered to those in need.
 
Kit collection is taking place at First Community Church in
Columbus again this year on Friday, September 26th from 3-5pm
and Saturday, September 27th from 9-11am.
 
We will once again be collecting kits at churches in our district so you don't have to make the
drive to Columbus with your donation. Visit the FOS website to find the list of kits needed and
the packaging instructions for each one. The item list for the hygiene kits has changed! Click
here for the current list.
 
Drop-off locations in our district:

Great Miami River District office - 7388 E Kemper Rd, Cincinnati: September 22
between 9a-3p. Contact Nancy before delivery 513.421.2057 / nnewton@wocumc.org
Hamilton First UMC - 225 Ludlow St, Hamilton: September 15, 16, 17 between 9a-1p.
Contact Lynn before you go or to make arrangements outside of the listed dates:
513.303.4204 / bigbluelynnie@aol.com
Lebanon Community Methodist Church - 122 E Silver St, Lebanon: September 15-19
between 9a-3p. Contact Kris before delivery at 513.932.4834 / lcmc@lebcmc.org.
Mt Moriah UMC - 681 Mount Moriah Drive, Cincinnati: September 21-24 between 1-
4pm. Contact Sara before delivery at 513.752.1333 / office@mtmoriahumc.org.
Normandy UMC - 450 W Alex Bell Rd, Dayton: September 22-24 between 9a-3p.
Contact Tara before you go at 937.470.7133 / contact@normandyumc.org
Westwood UMC - 3460 Epworth Ave, Cincinnati: September 22 between 8a-4p.
Contact Julie before you go at 513.661.3139 / julie@westwoodunitedmethodist.org

Pay Your Apportionments Online with E-Check

The West Ohio Conference now offers apportionment payments
online via e-check. And! they will cover the processing fees!

Before you decide if e-check is a good option for your church,
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please log into www.westohioumc.org > MyChurch > Apportionments. There you will find a
link to the "e-check Good to Know." You will also find the tutorial and link to make your
payment. 

If you are a treasurer or someone authorized to make payments on behalf of your church, you
will need to be registered a
t westohioumc.org, have permission to view MyChurch, and editing privileges. Please reach
out to Nancy (nnewton@wocumc.org/513.421.2057 for assistance. 

Be Cautious with Designated and Restricted Gifts
 
Ken Sloane, Director of Stewardship & Generosity for
Discipleship Ministries, has heard from local church leaders
saying they have members designating their tithes and
offerings for specific ministry areas within the local church.
The implication was that people found “giving to the budget”
too boring, and they would rather see their giving go where it would have a “greater impact”:
to the food pantry, the backpack program, the music ministry, or the youth ministry, for
example.

Rising generations in the church are less motivated to give out of obligation or duty and are
more motivated by stories of how their giving makes an impact. However, those impactful
ministries don’t happen without support for the budget that keeps the church operating.
Restricted gifts can be blessings for local churches, but not at the expense of regular support
to the church’s operating/ministry budget. Click here to read more.

TRAINING & EVENTS

Winter Summit Provides Space to Discern Your Call

Exploring a call to ministry can be overwhelming for some. The
Winter Candidacy Summit Retreat is a time to discern and explore
God’s call on your life. During the Retreat, scheduled for January 9-
10, 2026, candidates will worship, fellowship, meet with their
mentoring group, learn in large and small group settings, and
reflect with others exploring God's call on their lives.

Candidates may start by reviewing the ‘West Ohio Candidacy Summit Process Candidate
Step-by-Step guide’ and discussing the process with District Superintendent, Rev. Suzanne
Allen. Click here to learn more/register.

Discipleship Coaching

Support congregation members in their spiritual growth
Help fulfill the Church’s mission of making disciples
Equip congregation members to live out their faith in the local community
Help disciples make the shift from knowing about Jesus to becoming like Jesus

This equipping process includes 12 contact hours, equipping participants to use effective
coaching skills, assessment tools, and coaching models with a specific focus on building
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mature disciples. This isn’t just training — it’s a movement to revive discipleship. Are you
ready?

Open to laity and clergy; scholarships available. By equipping local leaders with coaching
skills, Discipleship Ministries and EMC3 Coaching empower churches to build a culture of
transformational faith, leadership, and mission engagement. Click here to learn more.

4 Every Generation Conference: Creating a Culture of
Intergenerational Faith November 4-6

Are you ready to break age barriers and build a faith community where
every generation thrives together? "4 Every Generation: Creating a
Culture of Intergenerational Faith" is a 3-day conference being held in St.
Louis that is designed to equip you with the tools, insights, and
connections to build a thriving intergenerational church community.

DS Suzanne shares, "Many churches in our district have asked how to restart or strengthen
ministry with young people. This conference will be filled with great resources to help you
with a new vision and ways to grow and strengthen this area of ministry."

What you can expect
Inspiring Worship: Refresh your spirit with meaningful, multi-generation worship.
Dynamic Keynote Speakers: Gain powerful insights from thought leaders in
intergenerational ministry.
Interactive Breakout Sessions: Learn practical strategies to foster connection and
discipleship across all ages.
Networking Opportunities: Connect with fellow leaders and build relationships that
last beyond the conference.
Practical Takeaways: Return home with actionable steps to transform your church’s
approach to ministry.

At the 4EG Conference, church leaders, ministry teams, and passionate disciples come
together to reimagine faith formation as an intergenerational experience. Click here to learn
more.

Please let the district office know if you plan to attend so we can connect you with others in
the district who are also attending. And, if cost is an issue, please reach out about available
scholarship support.

Virtual Green Church Training, September 28

The Ohio Episcopal Area is excited to present the first VIRTUAL Green
Church Training for local churches, coming Sunday, September 28, from
4:00-7:00pm on Zoom.

Green Church Training provides a solid foundation for moving your
church toward green solutions. The training includes Biblical, Wesleyan,
and United Methodist resources for creation care; tips for forming a Green Team at your
church; and plenty of ideas and suggestions for creative ways to green your church - plus
time to plan and dream with your church team!

The training should be attended by at least two people from each church (either two lay or
one lay, one clergy). After completing the training, churches are invited to either create a
Green Team (if they do not already have one) or complete a green project at their church.

Cost of the virtual training is $40 per church. Scholarships are available for churches with
financial need.

Click here to register. One participant from each church should register for the whole team.
For more information, contact Mariellyn Grace at mgrace@wocumc.org.
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CHRISTMAS MIRACLE with the Ohio Department of
Rehabilitation and Correction

The Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction (ODRC) and
The Four Seven Ministries have created a beautiful opportunity for
families to experience the Christmas holiday with their
incarcerated loved ones. All In Community is collaborating with them to help this year.

Zoom with All In Community on Monday, September 22 at 7pm to hear details about this
year’s plans for each of the state correctional facilities and how you can help make Christmas
magical for those who are often forgotten and left out of the holiday celebrations. And if you
can't make this session, there is another planned for October 27.

Advance registration is requested. Click here to sign up.

Questions and requests for the Zoom link can be directed to Jami Nathan, AIC Ministries
Coordinator, by email (jami.nathan.22@gmail.com) or by phone (419-591-9717).  

Early Response Team Training & Recertification: November 8

An 8-hour training held at North Broadway UMC on November 8 will
teach you how to assist survivors of natural disasters in their time of
need. You will learn how to provide a Christian presence while taking
steps to prevent further damage to the family's personal property.
FEMA recognizes this training to enter a disaster scene.

A recertification class will also be offered that day. This class is for those who have completed
the basic course and are within one year of the date their badge expiration. Cost is $40 for
the basic class and $35 for recertification. The deadline to register for either class is Monday,
November 3.
Click here to learn more/register.

Lay Servant Ministries

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership
development programs available within the United Methodist
connection. Through this equipping and empowering system, lay
servants have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who
then go and make other disciples.

Check out the new classes that have been added to the schedule. Most are offered online via
Zoom unless indicated. Click each link to learn more and sign up:

Great Miami River District Social Justice in Everyday Life: A Look at the Social
Principles of the UMC (September 21, 23, 25, 28, 30)
Hocking River District Loving People and Planet in God’s Name (Oct. 31-November 1)
Olentangy River District Called to Preach (In person November 8 and 15)

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

GMD 2026 Partner/Agency Grants

Because of the faithful generosity and long-term vision of those
who gave toward our Mission Foundation endowment, we have
the great blessing of being able to offer grant funds to both
United Methodist related ministry agencies and local churches in
our district.
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The deadline has passed to submit a local church grant. However the partner/agency grant
application is open until October 3. Click here for application. You can also find it on our
website: www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver under "Resources" + "Grants."

If you have any questions or need any help with the grant application process, please contact
Rev. Justin M. Fuhrmann, Great Miami River District Grants Committee Chair, at
jfuhrma@hotmail.com or by phone at 847-913-4190.

GO! Grants from the Office of Fresh Starts and New Beginnings

Are you bursting with passion and
creativity to revolutionize ministry and
make a lasting impact on your community?
Go! Grants support new, innovative
ministry ideas that help West Ohio United
Methodist churches build meaningful
relationships beyond the walls of the
church and within their local communities.
Applications are due September 30, 2025.

Last year, the West Ohio Conference
received 220 applications for a Go! Grant.
This year, we look forward to more
churches applying. For help with ideation
or questions, please plan to join one of the
Zoom whiteboard sessions on September
3, 9, 12 or 15. Listening sessions are
happening in each district as well. Need
help dreaming up an idea? Guides are
available in English, French and Spanish.
Click here for more information.

As one category of the West Ohio GO!
Grants, Green Church Mini Grants provide
limited funding for a church's "green"
projects such as recycling or composting
programs; native plants for a pollinator
garden; an Earth Day event; or installing
energy efficient light bulbs.

To be approved for funding, churches will
sign the Green Church Pledge, complete a
sustainability audit, and commit to
attending Green Church Training. Each
grant will supply $100-$750 for a green
project, and recipients will be recognized
at the Bishop's GO! Awards in February.

To apply, complete the GO! Grant
application here:
https://www.westohioumc.org/2026-go-
grants. Applications are due September
30. Questions can be directed to Mariellyn
Grace, Director of Mission Engagement, at
mgrace@wocumc.org. 

Racial Ethnic Local Church Concerns

Discipleship Ministries is receiving applications for their Racial
Ethnic Local Church Grants (RELCC) through September 30,
2025. The purpose of the grant is to provide funding to
strengthen the ethnic local church through leadership training,
small groups, worship, stewardship, and spiritual formation as
they engage in developing disciple-making systems inside the
church walls as well as in the community. Priority is given to
new programs/ministries that move churches to places where disciples are formed, grow, and
make new disciples of Jesus Christ who will transform the world. Click here to learn more.

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS
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New Day UMC
Golf Scramble Fundraiser

September 20
Click here for more details

Archdiocese of Cincinnati
Interfaith Prayer Service

September 28
Click here for more details

Gem City Church Collective
Think Tank: Catalytic Outreach

October 16
Click here for more details

Hyde Park Community UMC
Organ Concert featuring Richard Elliott

November 2
Click here for more details

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses from across West Ohio may be viewed
by clicking here.

CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event

Employment
Children's Ministry Director - Westwood UMC
Youth Ministry Director - Westwood UMC
Office Administrator - Normandy UMC
Communication Coordinator - Normandy UMC
Administrative Assistant - Englewood UMC
Office Administrator - Loveland UMC
Financial Coordinator - Church of the Saviour
Discipleship Director - Friendship UMC
Director of Student Ministries - Christ Kettering UMC
Preschool Director - Sharonville UMC
Choir Director - Mt Healthy UMC
Associate Director - Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati
Youth Pastor - Sharonville UMC
Worship Assistant - Christ UMC
Ministry Assistant - Memorial UMC
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