
News and Notes --- August 27, 2025

Thanks to all who came to the Ice Cream Social, Pre-Charge Conference
Briefing and Ministry Fair last week! And thank you to those who set up a
display, especially if you came from out of town. We hope you had a
good time. The ice cream was great!

Leslie Hall provided the following pictures to help recap the events:

Charge Conference Season is Here!

The Church/Charge Conference season is once again upon us. While
this season brings meetings and paperwork, it also serves as a
moment for reflection, connection, and collective celebration of all
that God has accomplished and offers the opportunity to chart the
course for your church’s shared journey of living out your faith,
mission and ministry.

Your conference may be held anytime that best suits you between now and November. If
possible, please hold a more inclusive Church Conference and find an elder not associated
with your church to preside so all may enjoy this time of fellowship and celebration. Once you
have chosen your date and elder, please let the district office know on this Sign Up Genius or
email Nancy with the same information. If you are an active or retired Elder and would be
willing to preside if called upon, please let Nancy know your availability.

A packet of forms is available on the Conference website here: 2025 Charge Conference and
Annual Report Forms | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church. If you have
any questions about the process, please be sure to attend today's Pre-Charge Conference
Briefing at the district office at 5pm!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C4AACA822A57-51138717-gmd2024
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Superintendency Celebrations

You're invited to attend the upcoming Installation
Services of the three new Superintendents in the
West Ohio Conference. We extend our prayers
and warmest congratulations!

Jim Wilson (Olentangy River District): September 3 at 6pm - Northwest UMC, 5200
Riverside Dr, Columbus www.nwumc.com
Don Wilson (Western Lakes District): September 6 at 10am - First UMC, 201 N Main St,
Bellefontaine www.bellefontainefirstumc.org
Wes Souders (Scioto River District): September 7 at 4pm - First UMC, 405 South St,
Greenfield www.greenfieldumc.org

Camp Wesley Needs Volunteers

The demolition stage of Camp Wesley is complete, and construction
will soon begin. In the meantime, skilled volunteers are needed to
assist with tasks that are not major construction projects such as
building kitchen cabinets, repairing storage sheds, and trail
maintenance. The projects are planned for the first Saturday of
September, October, and November from 9am-2pm.

Construction not your thing? Keep Camp Wesley in prayer for a safe worksite and for the
many ways God will reach new lives in the years to come. Click here to learn more.

Laity Sunday 2025: Be Strong in the Spirit

Laity Sunday is a special observance in the United Methodist
Church that celebrates the ministry of all Christians,
emphasizing that everyone is called to participate in God's
mission. It is traditionally observed on the third Sunday in
October (this year, October 19th) and serves as a reminder of
the vital role that laypersons play in the church and community.

Ministries of the laity include lay leaders, lay servants, Sunday school teachers, small group
Bible study leaders, deaconesses, home missioners, and other significant forms of ministry.

For the 2025 to 2028 quadrennium, the theme is "Together By Grace," with a specific focus
for 2025 on "Be Strong in the Spirit" (Ephesians 3:16). This theme encourages laypersons to
embrace their spiritual strength and actively engage in ministry. Click here for resources
provided by Discipleship Ministries.

Festival of Sharing

The Festival of Sharing is a yearly service opportunity for United
Methodists to prepare kits for hygiene, school, and cleanup to be
delivered to those in need.
 
Kit collection is taking place at First Community Church in
Columbus again this year on Friday, September 26th from 3-5pm
and Saturday, September 27th from 9-11am.
 
We will once again be collecting kits at churches in our district so you don't have to make the
drive to Columbus with your donation. Visit the FOS website to find the list of kits needed and
the packaging instructions for each one. The item list for the hygiene kits has changed! Click
here for the current list.
 
Drop-off locations in our district:
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https://fosohio.org/assembling-kits/hygiene-kits/


Great Miami River District office - 7388 E Kemper Rd, Cincinnati: September 2-18
Monday, Tuesday and Thursdays only between 9a-4p. Contact Nancy before delivery
513.421.2057 / nnewton@wocumc.org
Hamilton First UMC - 225 Ludlow St, Hamilton: September 15, 16, 17 between 9a-1p.
Contact Lynn before you go or to make arrangements outside of the listed dates:
513.303.4204 / bigbluelynnie@aol.com
Lebanon Community Methodist Church - 122 E Silver St, Lebanon: September 15-19
between 9a-3p. Contact Kris before delivery at 513.932.4834 / lcmc@lebcmc.org.
Mt Moriah UMC - 681 Mount Moriah Drive, Cincinnati: September 21-24 between 1-
4pm. Contact Sara before delivery at 513.752.1333 / office@mtmoriahumc.org.
Normandy UMC - 450 W Alex Bell Rd, Dayton: September 22-24 between 9a-3p.
Contact Tara before you go at 937.470.7133 / contact@normandyumc.org
Westwood UMC - 3460 Epworth Ave, Cincinnati: September 22 between 8a-4p.
Contact Julie before you go at 513.661.3139 / julie@westwoodunitedmethodist.org

A New Framework for Leadership

The Leadership Development Team of the West Ohio
Conference is excited to introduce the new Framework for
Leadership, a spiritually grounded and mission-driven
model designed to guide leaders in their journey of
personal growth, relational leadership, and community
impact.

Rooted in Wesleyan values and responsive to the evolving needs of our congregations and
ministries, this framework offers a holistic approach to leadership—one that nurtures the
heart, equips the mind, and strengthens the hands of those called to serve. Click here to read
more.

Pay Your Apportionments Online with E-Check

The West Ohio Conference now offers apportionment payments
online via e-check. And! they will cover the processing fees!

Before you decide if e-check is a good option for your church,
please log into www.westohioumc.org > MyChurch > Apportionments. There you will find a
link to the "e-check Good to Know." You will also find the tutorial and link to make your
payment. 

If you are a treasurer or someone authorized to make payments on behalf of your church, you
will need to be registered at westohioumc.org, have permission to view MyChurch, and
editing privileges. Please reach out to Nancy (nnewton@wocumc.org/513.421.2057 for
assistance. 

TRAINING & EVENTS

Certificate in Discipleship Coaching

Discipleship Ministries of The United Methodist Church is
excited to offer the new Certificate in Discipleship Coaching,
an initiative developed in partnership with Excellence in
Ministry Coaching (EMC3 Coaching). This program is
designed to create trained discipleship coaches who can help
congregations recapture a spirit of accountable discipleship and effectively develop
intentional discipleship systems and pathways.

This initiative represents a significant step forward in strengthening discipleship within The
United Methodist Church. Discipleship Ministries believes every church can become more
vital by establishing an intentional discipleship system or pathway for the congregation. By
equipping local leaders with coaching skills, Discipleship Ministries and EMC3 Coaching
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empower churches to build a culture of transformational faith, leadership, and mission
engagement. Click here to learn more.

Super Serve Saturday

Hyde Park Community UMC and the Great Miami River District offer
monthly community serve opportunities from September through
May. This day of service provides a way for families, multiple
generations and people of all backgrounds to put their faith into
action by serving in meaningful ways in the community.
S3 takes place on the 3rd Saturday of the month.

You have an opportunity to serve on Saturday, September 20 at New Life Furniture and the
Grace on Race Street Market in Over-the Rhine, Cincinnati. Click here to learn more and sign
up.

Remember, there's something for every age and ability - no superpowers necessary - just a
willing, humble and flexible spirit and heart for all! There are family friendly options, no
contact options, and options to serve at home.

We are looking to expand the reach of Super Serve Saturday to all of the counties in the Great
Miami River District. If you know of an organization that could use a helping hand, please
contact Nancy at 513.421.2057.

Book Club Selects YA Novel for September Discussion

The Expanding Connection Book Club has chosen an award-winning novel
from the Young Adult genre titled “All My Rage” by Sabaa Tahir for it's
next conversation.

“All My Rage” examines the experiences of two high school students as
they navigate challenges related to family, grief, love, daily life, and their
strong desire to leave a confining small town.

The virtual conversation for this book is scheduled for 7:00 PM, Tuesday, September 16 via
Zoom. If you have questions, please contact Julie Carter at jcarter@wocumc.org. 
Click here to register.

United In Impact: Giving To Our Connectional System

Connectional giving is unique to the United Methodist Church.
When we give each Sunday, those dollars make an impact on
ministries locally, nationally, and globally.
 
The United in Impact initiative features resources to equip leaders and churches to deepen
their members’ understanding of how and why we give through the sharing of stories and
conversation.

Resources include infographics, videos, and online impact stories. Click here to learn more.

Register to Attend the 2026 CLM Academy Retreat
DEADLINE is this Friday!

The 2026 Certified Lay Minister Academy Retreat will be held on
September 5-6, 2025, at the West Ohio Conference Center in
Worthington. The retreat kicks off on Friday at 6pm with an
informational session for those not enrolled in the Academy but
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interested in becoming a Certified Lay Minister. You will learn
about the Certified Lay Minister Academy and hear from West
Ohio CLMs as they share their ministry journey. Other CLMs
currently serving in West Ohio are invited to attend.

On Saturday, from 9am to 3:30pm, the Academy opens with two
courses: Spiritual Disciplines and Cultural Competency. Throughout
the day, participants will have opportunities to learn more about
the Academy, reflect, and share time in community. The weekend
will conclude with worship and communion. Students starting the Academy this weekend will
be part of the Class of 2026.

Participants enrolled in the Academy can reserve Friday night accommodations if needed the
Sheraton Suites Columbus-Worthington, 201 Hutchinson Ave, Columbus 43235—just one
mile from the Conference Center. The rate is $99 per night. This is separate from the
Academy registration fee.

Click here for details on becoming a Certified Lay Minister or email Kathy Moore. Click here to
learn more/register for the Academy.

ERT 200 Advanced Classes:
September 13

On Saturday, September 13, 2025, Sulphur
Grove UMC in Huber Heights will host the
following advanced ERT 200 classes:

Team Leader/Assistant Team Leader
(2 hrs)
Cleaning Out a Flooded Home (2.5
hrs)

These courses are for current ERTs only.
These are two of the advanced ERT 200
classes recommended by UMCOR and
highlighted during the Basic course.

Classes will be taught by West Ohio
Conference Disaster Response Coordinator
Tom Clinch. Cost is $10 per person.
Click here to learn more/register.

Early Response Team Training &
Recertification: November 8

An 8-hour training held at North Broadway
UMC on November 8 will teach you how to
assist survivors of natural disasters in their
time of need. You will learn how to provide
a Christian presence while taking steps to
prevent further damage to the family's
personal property. FEMA recognizes this
training to enter a disaster scene.

A recertification class will also be offered
that day. This class is for those who have
completed the basic course and are within
one year of the date their badge
expiration. Cost is $40 for the basic class
and $35 for recertification. The deadline to
register for either class is Monday,
November 3.
Click here to learn more/register.

“A Week Well-Spent” Clergy Can Earn 4 CEUs at
Back to Church Week September 15-20

Both the United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio
(UMFWO) and the Office of Ministry for the Ohio Episcopal
Area have educational events planned in northern Ohio
the week of September 15. Through available sponsorship
funds and special overnight accommodations, clergy can attend both the Generosity Summit

https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/page/files/CLM - STEPS TO BECOMING A CERTIFIED LAY MINISTER_0.pdf
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http://www.north-broadway.org
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in Toledo September 15-16 and the School of Ministry in Sandusky September 18-20 for little
to no cost.

All-Ohio School of Ministry on Beloved
Community: Reimagining Connection

The East and West Ohio Annual
Conferences are coming together to co-
host a transformative School of Ministry on
September 18–20 at the Kalahari Resort
and Convention Center in Sandusky. This
inaugural collaboration invites all active
East Ohio and West Ohio Conference
clergy to gather for a time of bold
imagination, meaningful dialogue, and
renewed connection. Together, we will
envision the future of the United
Methodist witness in Ohio, rooted in
beloved community, shared purpose, and
deep spiritual formation. Click here to
learn more. To apply for special MEF funds,
please click here and complete the form. 

Generosity Summit

The goal of the Summit is to provide
excellent teaching on topics related to
UMFWO’s educational programs and
resources including stewardship, legacy
giving, investments, financial literacy, and
other related topics relevant to church
leaders. Click here for more information.
Scholarships are available from both the
UMFWO and the Methodist Foundation of
Ohio to cover the cost of the registration,
which includes meals.  For more
information on the scholarship from the
UMFWO, contact Susan Black at
sblack@wocumc.org to apply. For more
information on the scholarship from the
Methodist Foundation of Ohio e-mail Brian
Sheetz at brian@eoumf.org.

Lay Servant Ministries

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant
lay leadership development programs available within
the United Methodist connection. Through this
equipping and empowering system, lay servants have
the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ
who then go and make other disciples.

Check out the new classes that have been added to the schedule. Most are offered online via
Zoom unless indicated. Click each link to learn more and sign up:

Olentangy River District Leading Worship (In person September 12-13)
Hocking River District Introduction to Lay Servant Ministries: The BASIC course
(September 12-13)
Great Miami River District Social Justice in Everyday Life: A Look at the Social
Principles of the UMC (September 21, 23, 25, 28, 30)
Hocking River District Loving People and Planet in God’s Name (Oct. 31-November 1)
Olentangy River District Called to Preach (In person November 8 and 15)

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

GMD 2026 Local Church Mission Grants and
Partner/Agency Grants
Deadlines are approaching!

Because of the faithful generosity and long-term vision of those
who gave toward our Mission Foundation endowment, we have
the great blessing of being able to offer grant funds to both local
churches and United Methodist related ministry agencies in our district.

https://www.westohioumc.org/event/2025-school-ministry
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Through the Local Church Mission grants, we desire to fund ministries and projects that
further the mission of the church and that are in alignment with the strategic directives of
Scripture, the United Methodist Church, the West Ohio Conference, and the Great Miami
River District. 

Applications are available for local churches and partner agencies to apply for a grant for
2026. Click here for the church grant application, due September 5. The partner/agency
grant application is due October 3. Click here for the agency grant application. You can also
find them on our website: www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver under "Resources",
"Grants.".

If you have any questions or need any help with the grant application process, please contact
Rev. Justin M. Fuhrmann, Great Miami River District Grants Committee Chair, at
jfuhrma@hotmail.com or by phone at 847-913-4190.

Migration Grants Available

The Mustard Seed Migration Grant program is designed to
encourage local United Methodist churches to
engage in ministry to migrants and refugees in their midst. UMCOR
will award grants of $2,000 to up to 100 United Methodist local
churches to engage in new, one-time community-based service
projects and ministries focused on migrants and refugees.

Applications will be accepted until September 1. Apply here.

Church and Society Grants

The General Board of Church and Society (GBCS) awards
grants to United Methodist congregations and groups
related to The United Methodist Church through Peace
with Justice programs, the Ethnic Local Church and
Human Relations Day.

To apply for grants, applicants must complete forms on the GBCS online system. Applications
considered for funding will have the online form and all required documents submitted by
September 7, 2025 at 5pm. Grant award notifications are planned for late October, 2025.
Click here to learn more.

Racial Ethnic Local Church Concerns

Discipleship Ministries is receiving applications for their Racial
Ethnic Local Church Grants (RELCC) through September 30,
2025. The purpose of the grant is to provide funding to
strengthen the ethnic local church through leadership training,
small groups, worship, stewardship, and spiritual formation as
they engage in developing disciple-making systems inside the
church walls as well as in the community. Priority is given to
new programs/ministries that move churches to places where disciples are formed, grow, and
make new disciples of Jesus Christ who will transform the world. Click here to learn more.

Go! Grant Applications Open September
1

Are you bursting with passion and creativity to
revolutionize ministry and make a lasting impact
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on your community? Go! Grants support new, innovative ministry ideas that help West Ohio
United Methodist churches build meaningful relationships beyond the walls of the church and
within their local communities.

Last year, the West Ohio Conference received 220 applications for a Go! Grant. This year, we
look forward to more churches applying. For help with ideation or questions, please plan to
join one of the Zoom whiteboard sessions on September 3, 9, 12 or 15.

Click here for more information.

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS

Rev. Jim Waugh on Zoom
When Kids Come Out

September 10, 17, 24 & October 1
Click here for more details

New Day UMC
Golf Scramble Fundraiser

September 20
Click here for more details

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses from across West Ohio may be viewed
by clicking here.

CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event

Employment
Office Administrator - Normandy UMC
Communication Coordinator - Normandy UMC
Administrative Assistant - Englewood UMC
Office Administrator - Loveland UMC
Director of Administration and Finance - Church of the Saviour Financial Coordinator - Church
of the Saviour
Discipleship Director - Friendship UMC
Next Gen Pastor - Faith Community UMC
Director of Student Ministries - Christ Kettering UMC
Modern Worship Leader - Sulphur Grove UMC
Preschool Director - Sharonville UMC
Choir Director - Mt Healthy UMC
Associate Director - Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati
Youth Pastor - Sharonville UMC
Worship Assistant - Christ UMC
Ministry Assistant - Memorial UMC
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For Sale
​Clergy Robe and Stoles
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