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Bishop Jung issues a call to prayer for the people of Central
Texas

Siblings in Christ,

“The Lord is the strength of his people, a fortress of salvation for his
anointed one. Save your people and bless your inheritance.” – Psalm
28:8-9a (NIV)

I ask you to join me in praying for the people of Central Texas following the deadly torrential
rain and flash floods that devastated the area over the weekend. Pray for the families,
congregations, and communities who lost loved ones. May they feel God’s presence and be
comforted in God’s loving arms. Pray, too, for first responders, government officials, and
volunteers who are working tirelessly on recovery and relief efforts.

You can support relief efforts by donating to one of these United Methodist Church funds:
Rio Texas Conference Hill Country Flood Resources
Texas Annual Conference Guadalupe River Flood Relief and Spiritual Help
UMCOR U.S. Disaster Response and Recovery

Grace and Peace,

Celebrating Methodist Missions in Ohio, Korea and
Beyond

“Celebrating Methodist Missions in Ohio, Korea, and Beyond:
The 140-year Legacy of Mary & William Scranton” is a three-
day event to be hosted at Church of the Saviour UMC in
Cleveland Heights August 4-6.

The Korean Methodist Church was founded 140 years ago by American Methodist Episcopal
missionaries that included Dr. William B. Scranton and his mother, Mary Scranton, the first
female missionary of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Both William and Mary were residents
of Cleveland, Ohio for two years prior to leaving for the Korean Mission. It is with joy we
celebrate this Korea/Ohio connection.

The anniversary is being marked with a three-day celebration, including opening worship on
Monday evening featuring President of the Council of Bishops, Bishop Tracy S. Malone. Click
here for the event schedule.

Event Registration - includes all workshops and speaker presentations Monday - Wednesday,
dinner Monday night, lunch and dinner on Tuesday, and lunch on Wednesday. Registration
fee is $150; click here to sign up.

Registration is open through July 19. Please contact Jill Philipp at jphilipp@wocumc.org with
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questions.

End of an era: Elizabethtown UMC announces their final
service on July 20, 2025

After more than two centuries of continuous worship, the
Elizabethtown Methodist Church is closing its doors.

A special celebration service will take place July 20 at 4pm at the
church, 3471 Wayne Ave, North Bend, OH 45052. This service will
feature music, memories, and heartfelt words from former pastors, congregants, and
community leaders.

An invitation from Pastor Glenn Lash, "We are deeply grateful for the 222 years of ministry
and service that this church has provided. While it is with heavy hearts that we make this
decision, we know that the spirit of the church will live on in the lives of those who have been
a part of it. We invite the community to join us for the final service, as we celebrate the rich
history and the many lives that have been touched here."

To learn more about the life and ministry of Elizabethtown United Methodist Church, click
here to view the WKRC video and here for the Spectrum News story.

2026 Local Church Mission Grants - Apply today!

Because of the faithful generosity and long-term vision of those
who gave toward our Mission Foundation endowment, we have
the great blessing of being able to offer grant funds to both local
churches and United Methodist related ministry agencies in our
district.

Through the Local Church Mission grants, we desire to fund ministries and projects that
further the mission of the church and that are in alignment with the strategic directives of
Scripture, the United Methodist Church, the West Ohio Conference, and the Great Miami
River District. 

Applications are available for local churches and partner agencies to apply for a grant for
2026. Click here for the church grant application, due September 5. The partner/agency grant
application is due October 3. Click here for the agency grant application. You can also find
them on the our website: www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver under "Resources",
"Grants.".

If you have any questions or need any help with the grant application process, please contact
Rev. Justin M. Fuhrmann, Great Miami River District Grants Committee Chair, at
jfuhrma@hotmail.com or by phone at 847-913-4190.

9 Common Church Copyright Myths

Using popular worship songs in your ministry can help your
members engage in worship, but there are some risks. A simple
Google search would provide you with a plethora of articles
about copyright laws, but we all know you can’t trust everything
you read on the internet.

You can trust the Legal Services team at UMC Support who has put together a list of 9
misunderstandings for you to review. Click here to read the story.

Preachers' Relief Society
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Did you know? Provisional and Commissioned Elders and Deacons and
Licensed Local Pastor currently serving a church are eligible for
membership in the Preachers’ Relief Society of West Ohio.

PRS has provided financial relief to clergy since its founding in 1837 in the
Cincinnati Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. At the time,
preachers were often left with a weight of debt due to a lack of financial
resources if they needed medical attention.

Today, PRS continues to provide support when unexpected expenses jeopardize the well-
being and effective ministry of a West Ohio Clergy member. Learn more

Church Giving and Worship Attendance Trends
 
What are current church giving and worship attendance trends?

​Joe Park unpacks key trends in worship attendance and giving
from Horizons Stewardship’s Church Giving and Worship
Report: Key Findings from 2024. He emphasizes digital
engagement, discipleship, and strategic ministry planning, while highlighting the importance
of adaptive leadership, consistent generosity messaging, and authentic relationships. 
Read|Watch|Listen.

TRAINING & EVENTS

Ohio Laypersons invited to Statewide Laity
Convocation
August 15-16, 2025 - Worthington UMC

All laity in the East and West Ohio Conferences of the UMC
are invited to participate in a Laity Convocation hosted by
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, scheduled for August 15-16, at
Worthington UMC.

This Laity Convocation is for laypersons all over Ohio to come together to celebrate our faith
and community! This event is designed for all members of the church who are not ordained
clergy - that's you, the laity! It will be a time to connect with fellow church members,
participate in workshops, and grow in your faith. Click here for more informatiion.

“A Week Well-Spent” Clergy Can Earn 4 CEUs at
Back to Church Week September 15-20

Both the United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio
(UMFWO) and the Office of Ministry for the Ohio
Episcopal Area have educational events planned in
northern Ohio the week of September 15. Through
available sponsorship funds and special overnight accommodations, clergy can attend both
the Generosity Summit in Toledo September 15-16 and the School of Ministry in Sandusky
September 18-20 for little to no cost.

Generosity Summit The United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio Generosity Summit
features two full days of teaching on stewardship, clergy financial education, church finance
and investment best practices provided by speakers from across the connection. This event
will be held at Maumee Bay Lodge & Conference Center on Lake Erie. The cost is $350 for
single occupancy, with lower prices for those who are sharing rooms. Scholarships are
available from both the UMFWO and the Methodist Foundation of Ohio to cover the cost of
the registration, which includes meals.  Click here for more information about the
schedule/speakers and to register. For more information on the scholarship from the
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UMFWO, contact Susan Black at sblack@wocumc.org to apply. For more information on the
scholarship from the Methodist Foundation of Ohio e-mail Brian Sheetz at brian@eoumf.org.

All-Ohio School of Ministry on Beloved Community: Reimagining Connection
The East and West Ohio Annual Conferences are coming together to co-host a transformative
School of Ministry on September 18–20 at the Kalahari Resort and Convention Center in
Sandusky. This inaugural collaboration invites all active East Ohio and West Ohio Conference
clergy to gather for a time of bold imagination, meaningful dialogue, and renewed
connection. Together, we will envision the future of the United Methodist witness in Ohio,
rooted in beloved community, shared purpose, and deep spiritual formation. Click here to
learn more. To apply for special MEF funds, please click here and complete the form. 

Green Church Training 

Greening your church property doesn’t have to feel overwhelming.
Green Church Training can help set your church on the path toward
better stewardship of God’s creation.

A three-hour training is being held at Ashland UMC on Wednesday,
August 20 from 4-7pm. It will cover the basics, like where to find
biblical and United Methodist support for creation care; how to form
a Green Team at your church; and project ideas for how to get started. Most importantly, the
training gives time and space for your church to dream about what might be possible! Click
here to register.

Lay Servant Ministries

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant
lay leadership development programs available within
the United Methodist connection. Through this
equipping and empowering system, lay servants have
the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ
who then go and make other disciples.

New classes have been added to the schedule. Most are offered online via Zoom unless
indicated. Click each link to learn more and sign up:

Olentangy River District Leading Worship (September 12-13, in person only)
Hocking River District Introduction to Lay Servant Ministries: The BASIC course
(September 12-13)
Great Miami River Social Justice in Everyday Life: A Look at the Social Principles of the
UMC (September 21, 23, 25, 28, 30)
Hocking River District Loving People and Planet in God’s Name (October 31-November
1)
Olentangy River District Called to Preach (In person November 8 and 15)

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS

Southern Hills UMC
Christmas in July Bazaar & Rummage Sate

July 12
Click here for more details

New Day UMC
Family to Family Program

July 16-September 3
Click here for more details
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Franklin First UMC
VBS Olympics-Champions for Christ

July 19
Click here for more details

Milford Trinity UMC
Jamie Kimmett Sonshine Summer Concert

August 3
Click here for more details

CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event

Employment
Discipleship Director - Friendship UMC
Next Gen Pastor - Faith Community UMC
Director of Student Ministries - Christ Kettering UMC
Modern Worship Leader - Sulphur Grove UMC
Preschool Director - Sharonville UMC
Choir Director - Mt Healthy UMC
Associate Director - Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati
Youth Pastor - Sharonville UMC
Worship Assistant - Christ UMC
Ministry Assistant - Memorial UMC

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Click to view notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses from across West Ohio. Please
remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanksgiving
their life and ministry.
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