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Join us as we warmly welcome new pastors who are beginning appointments in
our district! Please hold each pastor and congregation in prayer as they begin
the process of getting to know one another and begin ministry together.

Clough/Cherry Grove Charge
Church of the Saviour
Concord

Ft McKinley

Gaines

Hyde Park Bethlehem
Northern Hills

Resurrection Mason

St Paul Dayton

Andrea Curry
Markus Wegenast
Debbie Roth

Karl Penn

Paula Stewart
Taelor Hickey
Tracy Chambers
Sara Thomas
Ashton Dupler

Resources for Pastoral Transitions

Pastors moving from one church to the next need to focus
on how they can effectively conclude their ministry in the
church they are leaving, paving the way for their successor,
and on how they can get off to a good start in their next

church.

Our West Ohio Regional Missional Specialists have developed a series of videos, checklists,
discussion guides and more to assist pastors and church leaders in ensuring a healthy shift in
leadership. Click here to view the resources. You might also want to consider "50 Ways to
Improve Pastoral Transitions" published by the Lewis Center for Church Leadership for some
quick tips and reminders. And finally, check out Rev. Rebekah Simon-Peter's 4 Strategies for

Building Relationships in New Appointments.

2025 Local Church Mission Grants - Apply today!

Because of the faithful generosity and long-term vision of those
who gave toward our Mission Foundation endowment, we have
the great blessing of being able to offer grant funds to both local
churches and United Methodist related ministry agencies in our

district.

Through the Local Church Mission grants, we desire to fund ministries and projects that
further the mission of the church and that are in alignment with the strategic directives of
Scripture, the United Methodist Church, the West Ohio Conference, and the Great Miami


https://westohioumc.newzenler.com/courses/pastoral-transitions/dashboard
https://www.churchleadership.com/50-ways/50-ways-to-improve-pastoral-transitions-2/
https://rebekahsimonpeter.com/4-strategies-for-building-relationships-in-new-appointments
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=6af20684-3a23-46a1-a394-cd550f496d84

River District.

Applications are available for local churches to apply for a grant for 2025. Church agencies
and ministry partners may apply beginning August 1. Both grants are available on our
website: www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver under "Resources", "Grants" or click here
to download the application.

If you have any questions or need any help with the grant application process, please contact
Rev. Justin M. Fuhrmann, Great Miami River District Grants Committee Chair, at
jfuhrma@ hotmail.com or by phone at 847-913-4190.

Preachers' Relief Society

Licensed Local Pastor currently serving a church are eligible for
membership in the Preachers’ Relief Society of West Ohio.

Did you know? Provisional and Commissioned Elders and Deacons and ‘

PRS has provided financial relief to clergy since its founding in 1837 in the
Cincinnati Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. At the time, ey
preachers were often left with a weight of debt due to a lack of financial OF THE WEST OHID CONFERENCE
resources if they needed medical attention.

Today, PRS continues to provide support when unexpected expenses jeopardize the well-
being and effective ministry of a West Ohio Clergy member. Learn more

Apportionment Givin -

PP & Apportionments
Apportionments are the way that congregations are Connectmg
connected to the conference and the world. Your Church
Apportionments are used to fund the global mission
and witness of our church, to help provide the
necessary structure to respond in moments of crisis
locally, nationally, internationally, and to develop and
nurture the leaders we need today and tomorrow. The basic idea behind apportionments is
that local congregations send some of the money they collect to accomplish things that are
either beyond their ability to do as individual congregations or that can be done more
effectively or efficiently together.

to the World

We're mid-way through 2025 and because this connection is so important, we want to
highlight the churches in our district who have already paid 100% of their apportionments:
Hooven - Liberty - Lytle - Newtown - Seven Mile - St Charles - Union.

We have many churches who are at 50% at the half way point: Armstrong Chapel - California
Community - Cherry Grove - Clifton - Clough - Concord - Dayton Korean - Epiphany - Faith
Community - Farmersville - Hartzell - Hyde Park Bethlehem - Hyde Park Community -
Jacksonburg - John Wesley - Memoria -, Middletown Christ - Middletown First - Milford First
- Monfort Heights - Mt Healthy - New Lebanon - Normandy - Northern Hills - Oakwood -
Okeana - Oregonia - Otterbein - Shiloh - Southern Hills - Springboro First - St Mark's - St Paul
Dayton - Sulphur Grove - Ware's Chapel - Waynesville - Westwood.

Thank you for your very tangible generosity to denominational, conference and district funds
and ministries! Why give to apportionments?

United In Impact: Giving To Our Connectional System U N ITE m
Connectional giving is unique to the United Methodist Church. I M PGCT
When we give each Sunday, those dollars make an impact on

ministries locally, nationally, and globally.



http://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver
mailto:jfuhrma@hotmail.com
https://www.westohioumc.org/news/prs-west-ohio-helping-clergy-1837
https://www.umc.org/en/content/why-give-to-apportionments-pog

The United in Impact initiative features resources to equip leaders and churches to deepen
their members’ understanding of how and why we give through the sharing of stories and
conversation.

Resources include infographics, videos, and online impact stories. Click here to learn more.

TRAINING & EVENTS

Ohio Laypersons invited to Statewide Laity
Convocation
August 15-16, 2025 - Worthington UMC

All laity in the East and West Ohio Conferences of the UMC el Anﬂﬂ?zﬂ‘s
are invited to participate in a Laity Convocation hosted by m—
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, scheduled for August 15-16, at
Worthington UMC.

This Laity Convocation is for laypersons all over Ohio to come together to celebrate our faith
and community! This event is designed for all members of the church who are not ordained
clergy - that's you, the laity! It will be a time to connect with fellow church members,
participate in workshops, and grow in your faith. Click here for more informatiion.

“A Week Well-Spent” Clergy Can Earn 4 CEUs at
Back to Church Week September 15-20

Both the United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio
(UMFWO) and the Office of Ministry for the Ohio
Episcopal Area have educational events planned in
northern Ohio the week of September 15. Through
available sponsorship funds and special overnight accommodations, clergy can attend both
the Generosity Summit in Toledo September 15-16 and the School of Ministry in Sandusky
September 18-20 for little to no cost.

Generosity Summit The United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio Generosity Summit
features two full days of teaching on stewardship, clergy financial education, church finance
and investment best practices provided by speakers from across the connection. This event
will be held at Maumee Bay Lodge & Conference Center on Lake Erie. The cost is $350 for
single occupancy, with lower prices for those who are sharing rooms. Scholarships are
available from both the UMFWO and the Methodist Foundation of Ohio to cover the cost of
the registration, which includes meals. Click here for more information about the
schedule/speakers and to register. For more information on the scholarship from the
UMFWO, contact Susan Black at sblack@ wocumec.org to apply. For more information on the
scholarship from the Methodist Foundation of Ohio e-mail Brian Sheetz at brian@ eoumf.org.

All-Ohio School of Ministry on Beloved Community: Reimagining Connection

The East and West Ohio Annual Conferences are coming together to co-host a transformative
School of Ministry on September 18—20 at the Kalahari Resort and Convention Center in
Sandusky. This inaugural collaboration invites all active East Ohio and West Ohio Conference
clergy to gather for a time of bold imagination, meaningful dialogue, and renewed
connection. Together, we will envision the future of the United Methodist witness in Ohio,
rooted in beloved community, shared purpose, and deep spiritual formation. Click here to
learn more. To apply for special MEF funds, please click here and complete the form.

Advocating for Climate Action in Your Community

Green Umbrella is launching the 25 Communities Project this summer,
a regional cohort of communities working together to reduce pollution
and strengthen resilience. And to learn more about the project, faith
communities are invited to a webinar on Tuesday, July 8 from 2-3pm.



https://www.resourceumc.org/en/umc-resources/umcgiving/united-in-impact?
https://www.westohioumc.org/news/ohio-laypeople-invited-statewide-umc-laity-convocation
https://umfwestohio.org/generosity-summit-2025/
mailto:sblack@wocumc.org
mailto:brian@eoumf.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/2025-school-ministry
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/event_files/2025-06/MEF Special Event Grant Application - 2025.pdf
https://greenumbrella.org/25-communities-project/?blm_aid=1073777

This webinar will teach you how your church can become an advocate

for climate change in your community. It will include an overview of

the technical assistance Green Umbrella provides and specific ways

that you and your congregation can help engage elected officials and

public sector staff. The 25 Communities Project is an unprecedented

opportunity to benefit your neighbors and the entire planet by

adopting clean energy and energy efficiency, and reducing exposure to

air pollution, dangerous heat, and flood damage. Please attend to learn

the critical role that faith communities have in this endeavor. Click here to register.

Green Church Training

Greening your church property doesn’t have to feel overwhelming.
Green Church Training can help set your church on the path toward
better stewardship of God’s creation.

A three-hour training is being held at Ashland UMC on Wednesday,
August 20 from 4-7pm. It will cover the basics, like where to find
biblical and United Methodist support for creation care; how to form
a Green Team at your church; and project ideas for how to get started. Most importantly, the
training gives time and space for your church to dream about what might be possible! Click
here to register.

Lay Servant Ministries

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant
lay leadership development programs available within
the United Methodist connection. Through this
equipping and empowering system, lay servants have
the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ
who then go and make other disciples.

New classes have been added to the schedule. Most are offered online via Zoom unless
indicated. Click each link to learn more and sign up:
e Western Lakes DistrictSoul Reset (July 9, 16, 23, 30, August 6)
e Olentangy River DistrictLeading Worship (September 12-13, in person only)
e Hocking River District/ntroduction to Lay Servant Ministries: The BASIC course
(September 12-13)
e Great Miami RiverSocial Justice in Everyday Life: A Look at the Social Principles of the
UMC (September 21, 23, 25, 28, 30)
e Hocking River DistrictLoving People and Planet in God’s Name (October 31-November
1)
e Olentangy River DistrictCalled to Preach (In person November 8 and 15)

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS

Southern Hills UMC
Christmas in July Bazaar & Rummage Sate
July 12
Click here for more details

New Day UMC
Family to Family Program
July 16-September 3
Click here for more details


https://www.tickettailor.com/events/greenumbrella/1748987
https://eastohio-reg.brtapp.com/GreenChurchAshland
https://eastohio-reg.brtapp.com/GreenChurchAshland
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/western-lakes-district-soul-reset
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/olentangy-river-district-leading-worship
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/hocking-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-course-basic-course
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/great-miami-river-district-social-justice-everyday-life-look-social-principles-umc
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/hocking-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-course-loving-people-and-planet-gods-name
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/olentangy-river-district-called-preach
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/event/christmas-july-craft-bazaar-rummage-sale
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/event/nami-family-family-program

Franklin First UMC Milford Trinity UMC
VBS Olympics-Champions for Christ Jamie Kimmett Sonshine Summer Concert
July 19 August 3
Click here for more details Click here for more details

CLASSIFIEDS
Click here to view/respond to the ads below P
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event s

Employment .
Discipleship Director - Friendship UMC Classifieds
Next Gen Pastor - Faith Community UMC

Director of Student Ministries - Christ Kettering UMC
Modern Worship Leader - Sulphur Grove UMC
Preschool Director - Sharonville UMC

Choir Director - Mt Healthy UMC

Associate Director - Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati
Youth Pastor - Sharonville UMC

Worship Assistant - Christ UMC

Ministry Assistant - Memorial UMC

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Click to view notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses from across West Ohio. Please
remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanksgiving
their life and ministry.
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