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End of an era: Elizabethtown UMC announces their final
service - this Sunday, July 20

After more than two centuries of continuous worship, the
Elizabethtown Methodist Church is closing its doors.

A special celebration service will take place July 20 at 4pm at the
church, 3471 Wayne Ave, North Bend, OH 45052. This service will
feature music, memories, and heartfelt words from former pastors, congregants, and
community leaders.

An invitation from Pastor Glenn Lash, "We are deeply grateful for the 222 years of ministry
and service that this church has provided. While it is with heavy hearts that we make this
decision, we know that the spirit of the church will live on in the lives of those who have been
a part of it. We invite the community to join us for the final service, as we celebrate the rich
history and the many lives that have been touched here."

To learn more about the life and ministry of Elizabethtown United Methodist Church, click
here to view the WKRC video and here for the Spectrum News story.

2026 Local Church Mission Grants - Apply today!

Because of the faithful generosity and long-term vision of those

who gave toward our Mission Foundation endowment, we have
the great blessing of being able to offer grant funds to both local
churches and United Methodist related ministry agencies in our

district.

Through the Local Church Mission grants, we desire to fund ministries and projects that
further the mission of the church and that are in alignment with the strategic directives of
Scripture, the United Methodist Church, the West Ohio Conference, and the Great Miami
River District.

Applications are available for local churches and partner agencies to apply for a grant for
2026. Click here for the church grant application, due September 5. The partner/agency grant
application is due October 3. Click here for the agency grant application. You can also find
them on the our website: www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver under "Resources",
"Grants.".

If you have any questions or need any help with the grant application process, please contact
Rev. Justin M. Fuhrmann, Great Miami River District Grants Committee Chair, at
iffuhrma@ hotmail.com or by phone at 847-913-4190.

Need to make a will? The UM Foundation of West Ohio
has you covered
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It’s estimated that nearly 70% of people don’t have a will, which
can cost descendants more in the long run through the probate
process. Cost and access to help are typically identified as the
primary barriers.

Partnering with the online platform, Crescendo Interactive, the
West Ohio Foundation has added a way for you to create a basic
will for free. All you have to do to get started is visit their website: www.umfwestohio.org, go
to the Plan Your Philanthropy page, create an account and follow the step-by-step
instructions. The Foundation also offers an Estate Planning Guide that you can access by

clicking here.

For more information contact the West Ohio Foundation at 330.223.9257.

Cybersecurity Best Practices )\ : \\ S \ W

As technology evolves, so do the tactics used by scammers, putting , j

both individuals and organizations at risk.

GCFA hosted a webinar late last year where their expert IT team u
explored the most prevalent IT scams affecting the UMC community and cybersecurity best
practices. In the webinar they cover everything from phishing emails to ransomware attacks,
helping you understand how these schemes work and how to recognize them. Most
importantly, gain practical tips and strategies to better protect yourself and your ministry in
today’s digital landscape. Click here to watch the video on YouTube. Click here for a handy
infographic.

TRAINING & EVENTS

4 Every Generation Conference: Creating a Culture of a
Intergenerational Faith November 4-6 -

FOR EVERY GENERATION

Are you ready to break age barriers and build a faith community CONFERENCE

where every generation thrives together? "4 Every Generation:

Creating a Culture of Intergenerational Faith" is a 3-day conference being held in St. Louis
that is designed to equip you with the tools, insights, and connections to build a thriving
intergenerational church community.

DS Suzanne shares, "Many churches in our district have asked how to restart or strengthen
ministry with young people. This conference will be filled with great resources to help you
with a new vision and ways to grow and strengthen this area of ministry."

What you can expect

e Inspiring Worship: Refresh your spirit with meaningful, multi-generation worship.

e Dynamic Keynote Speakers: Gain powerful insights from thought leaders in
intergenerational ministry.

e Interactive Breakout Sessions: Learn practical strategies to foster connection and
discipleship across all ages.

e Networking Opportunities: Connect with fellow leaders and build relationships that
last beyond the conference.

e Practical Takeaways: Return home with actionable steps to transform your church’s
approach to ministry.

At the 4EG Conference, church leaders, ministry teams, and passionate disciples come
together to reimagine faith formation as an intergenerational experience. Click here to learn
more.

Please let the district office know if you plan to attend so we can connect you with others in
the district who are also attending. And, if cost is an issue, please reach out about available
scholarship support.
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Financial Fitness Summer Camp
July 22-31

The Ernst & Young team is offering six webinars to help children,
tweens and teens learn personal finance basics this summer. Each
Financial Fitness Summer Camp session will be presented live online
and includes age-appropriate interactive activities. Topics include
saving, budgeting, credit, banking and investing. Each session is
approximately 30 minutes.

For more information, click here. Register for Financial Fitness Summer Camp using Wespath
as the name of your employer.

CLM Academy Retreat — 'E
The 2026 Certified Lay Minister Academy Retreat will be held Certiﬁ_ed
September 5-6 at the West Ohio Conference Center in '—ay MlnlStrV
Worthington. Academy

Beginning on Friday from 6-8:30pm, the retreat will offer an

informational session for those not enrolled in the Academy but

interested in becoming a Certified Lay Minister. You will learn

about the Certified Lay Minister Academy and hear from West Ohio CLMs as they share their
ministry journey. Other CLMs currently serving in West Ohio are invited to attend.

On Saturday, from 9am-3:30pm, the Academy kicks off with two courses: Spiritual Disciplines
and Cultural Competency. The day will offer opportunities to explore the Academy further,
reflect, and enjoy time together. The weekend concludes with worship and communion.

Get more information by clicking here.

Contact Kathy Moore at kathymoore@ wocumc.org with any questions.

Celebrating Methodist Missions in Ohio, Korea and
Beyond

“Celebrating Methodist Missions in Ohio, Korea, and Beyond:
The 140-year Legacy of Mary & William Scranton” is a three-
day event to be hosted at Church of the Saviour UMC in
Cleveland Heights August 4-6.

The Korean Methodist Church was founded 140 years ago by American Methodist Episcopal
missionaries that included Dr. William B. Scranton and his mother, Mary Scranton, the first
female missionary of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Both William and Mary were residents
of Cleveland, Ohio for two years prior to leaving for the Korean Mission. It is with joy we
celebrate this Korea/Ohio connection.

The anniversary is being marked with a three-day celebration, including opening worship on
Monday evening featuring President of the Council of Bishops, Bishop Tracy S. Malone. Click
here for the event schedule.

Event Registration - includes all workshops and speaker presentations Monday - Wednesday,
dinner Monday night, lunch and dinner on Tuesday, and lunch on Wednesday. Registration
fee is $150; click here to sign up.

Registration is open through July 19. Please contact Jill Philipp at jphilipp@ wocumc.org with
questions.
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Ohio Laypersons invited to Statewide Laity
Convocation
August 15-16, 2025 - Worthington UMC

All laity in the East and West Ohio Conferences of the UMC
are invited to participate in a Laity Convocation hosted by
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, scheduled for August 15-16, at
Worthington UMC.

This Laity Convocation is for laypersons all over Ohio to come together to celebrate our faith
and community! This event is designed for all members of the church who are not ordained
clergy - that's you, the laity! It will be a time to connect with fellow church members,
participate in workshops, and grow in your faith. Click here for more informatiion.

“A Week Well-Spent” Clergy Can Earn 4 CEUs at
Back to Church Week September 15-20

Both the United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio
(UMFWO) and the Office of Ministry for the Ohio
Episcopal Area have educational events planned in
northern Ohio the week of September 15. Through
available sponsorship funds and special overnight accommodations, clergy can attend both
the Generosity Summit in Toledo September 15-16 and the School of Ministry in Sandusky
September 18-20 for little to no cost.

Generosity Summit The United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio Generosity Summit
features two full days of teaching on stewardship, clergy financial education, church finance
and investment best practices provided by speakers from across the connection. This event
will be held at Maumee Bay Lodge & Conference Center on Lake Erie. The cost is $350 for
single occupancy, with lower prices for those who are sharing rooms. Scholarships are
available from both the UMFWO and the Methodist Foundation of Ohio to cover the cost of
the registration, which includes meals. Click here to watch a promo video. For more
information on the scholarship from the UMFWO, contact Susan Black at shlack@ wocumc.org
to apply. For more information on the scholarship from the Methodist Foundation of Ohio e-
mail Brian Sheetz at brian@ eoumf.org.

All-Ohio School of Ministry on Beloved Community: Reimagining Connection

The East and West Ohio Annual Conferences are coming together to co-host a transformative
School of Ministry on September 18—-20 at the Kalahari Resort and Convention Center in
Sandusky. This inaugural collaboration invites all active East Ohio and West Ohio Conference
clergy to gather for a time of bold imagination, meaningful dialogue, and renewed
connection. Together, we will envision the future of the United Methodist witness in Ohio,
rooted in beloved community, shared purpose, and deep spiritual formation. Click here to
learn more. To apply for special MEF funds, please click here and complete the form.

August Expanding Connection Book Club

The Expanding Connection Book Club has selected five children’s books
from the United Women in Faith’s Reading Program for the August book &
discussion.

Book titles include Sitti's Bird: A Gaza Story, The Tower of Life, Berry
Song, Until Someone Listens, and Love is Loud. All titles will engage readers in real-life current
topics. There is sure to be a lively discussion!

Join the group on Zoom, Tuesday, August 19 from 7-8:30 pm. Contact Julie Carter
(jcarter@ wocumc.org) with questions.
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Green Church Training
August 20, 2025

Greening your church property doesn’t have to feel overwhelming.
Green Church Training can help set your church on the path toward
better stewardship of God’s creation.

A three-hour training is being held at Ashland UMC on Wednesday,
August 20 from 4-7pm. It will cover the basics, like where to find
biblical and United Methodist support for creation care; how to form a Green Team at your
church; and project ideas for how to get started. Most importantly, the training gives time
and space for your church to dream about what might be possible! Click here to register.

Lay Servant Ministries

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant
lay leadership development programs available within
the United Methodist connection. Through this
equipping and empowering system, lay servants have
the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ
who then go and make other disciples.

Check out the new classes that have been added to the schedule. Most are offered online via
Zoom unless indicated. Click each link to learn more and sign up:
e Olentangy River District Leading Worship (In person September 12-13)
e Hocking River District Introduction to Lay Servant Ministries: The BASIC course
(September 12-13)
e Great Miami River District Social Justice in Everyday Life: A Look at the Social
Principles of the UMC (September 21, 23, 25, 28, 30)
e Hocking River District Loving People and Planet in God’s Name (October 31-November
1)
e Olentangy River District Called to Preach (In person November 8 and 15)

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS

New Day UMC Franklin First UMC
Family to Family Program VBS Olympics-Champions for Christ
July 16-September 3 July 19Click here for more details

Click here for more details

Milford Trinity UMC Hyde Park Community UMC
Jamie Kimmett Sonshine Summer Concert Enneagram Type Discovery Workshop
August 3 August 23-24

Click here for more details Click here for more details
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CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below I
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event s

Employment "
Discipleship Director - Friendship UMC Classifieds
Next Gen Pastor - Faith Community UMC

Director of Student Ministries - Christ Kettering UMC
Modern Worship Leader - Sulphur Grove UMC
Preschool Director - Sharonville UMC

Choir Director - Mt Healthy UMC

Associate Director - Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati
Youth Pastor - Sharonville UMC

Worship Assistant - Christ UMC

Ministry Assistant - Memorial UMC

For Sale
Clergy Robe and Stoles

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and
remember in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Rev. Gary Wood, who passed away unexpectedly on July 11, 2025. Gary was a Local Pastor,
currently appointed in our district to Gratis UMC. His other appointments include Greenbush,
Greenbush-State Road, State Road, State Road-Gratis Charge. He served Gratis from 2004-
2025. Gary is survived by his wife Sandra Wood, children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. Visitation will be at Preble Memory Gardens, 3377 US 35 West Alexandria
45381 TODAY, July 16, from 4-7pm with an additional visitation tomorrow, Thursday July 17
from 12-1pm with his service following at 1pm. Obituary. Condolences may be sent to Mrs.
Sandra Wood, 292 Enterprise Rd, West Alexandria, OH 45381. Donations in Pastor Gary's
memory may be made to Gratis United Methodist Church, 11 S. Ada Doty Street, Gratis, OH
45330.

Notices of other deceased clergy and clergy spouses from across West Ohio may be viewed
by clicking here.
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