
News and Notes --- June 4, 2025

Annual Conference Recap

“Love is contagious! Joy is contagious,” declared Bishop Hee-Soo
Jung as he presided over the 56th session of the West Ohio Annual
Conference. And indeed, both love and joy deepened throughout
the gathering.

Held May 28–31, 2025, on the campus of Capital University in
Bexley, this year’s conference centered on the theme “Rise Up, Beloved,” inspired by Mark
5:35–43. Click here to read a summary of events, worship and legislation and to see photos
and videos of the conference.

Juneteenth Celebrations

Juneteenth is a federal holiday and is celebrated annually on June
19 to commemorate the ending of slavery in the United States.
Many cities and towns mark this day with celebrations.

Cincinnati will celebrate the 1865 abolition of slavery with its 38th
annual Juneteenth Festival the weekend of June 14-15. The
family-friendly free event in Eden Park features festivities for all
ages. The festival kicks off at 11:30 on Saturday with a parade of flags representing the
African diaspora—the origins and forced destinations of Africans during a slave trade that
lasted for more than 400 years. Festivities continue through Saturday afternoon and evening
with lots of organized activities for kids, with crafts, books, games, and horseback rides. Over
25 performances on two stages reflecting the shared heritage within the African diaspora–
blues, jazz, R&B, Latin jazz, Reggae, African dancing, Brazilian dancing, and the Voices of
Freedom poetry slam.  The Juneteenth weekend ends on Sunday afternoon with the June Fest
Father’s Day Concert, featuring a variety of inspirational spiritual music and praise dancing in
Seasongood Pavilion. Learn more

Downtown Dayton’s Levitt Pavilion is the location for the third annual Juneteenth event on
Thursday, June 19. Line dancing begins at 5 p.m., with Home of Urban Creative Arts
Community curated ceremonies following. A free concert is set for 7 p.m. from Goapele, an
Oakland native, a visionary in modern R&B, known for her captivating blend of soul, jazz, pop,
and moody basslines. Enjoy this evening of poetry, African dance, musicians, drumming,
performances, commemoration, food trucks, live choir, and creative sculptures. Learn more
about this event and others in Huber Heights and at the Dayton Metro Library by clicking
here.

Click here to see more Juneteenth events around Southwest Ohio.

https://www.westohioumc.org/news/2025-west-ohio-annual-conference-summary-0
https://juneteenthcincinnati.org/
https://www.destinationdayton.org/blog/post/celebrate-juneteenth-in-dayton/
https://www.daytondailynews.com/what-to-do/a-guide-to-juneteenth-events-in-southwest-ohio/AVG7OI7I3JGGFC5OCRG7XTHCRY/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=9f121a2b-e9c7-4a99-bba1-6f9192e78bea


Two receive Duty to God Award for Exemplary Service in
Scouting and Faith

Congratulations to two outstanding leaders in the Great Miami
River District! Rev. Beth Anne Crego (Mt Moriah UMC) and Mrs.
Cathleen Owen (Epiphany UMC) were recently awarded the Duty
to God Award, a national recognition from Scouts BSA honoring
individuals who demonstrate exceptional service to youth through both Scouting and faith-
based leadership.

Beth Anne Crego and Cathleen have also been awarded previously the Cross and Flame
Religious Emblem by the United Methodist Church, a testament to their faithful service and
ministry through Scouting. Click here to read more about their long-standing commitment to
nurturing youth in character and spiritual growth.

Online Communion Survey for Pastors

The General Conference Committee on Faith and Order was
directed following the last General Conference to study recent
developments in sacramental practice, including the practice of
online Communion. Your help is needed to ensure they have
accurate data.

They have developed a survey that should take less than 10 minutes to complete. Your
responses will help our General Conference know what is happening in the local church and
will help the Committee ensure our sacramental theology and practices align with each
other. 

Click here to take the survey. The deadline to respond is June 14.  If you have questions,
please email pastormandy10@gmail.com.

Cincinnati Festival of Faiths

The 8th annual Festival of Faiths is taking place on June 22.
It brings together over 30 faith traditions from 13 world
religions to learn about and celebrate our beautiful

https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/news/two-awarded-duty-god-award-exemplary-service-scouting-and-faith
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Ez2f2fblX0ebTPZVZONE1PdhF6wUjR5BhFrp9HoLwF1UMk43M0JENkxPSkJBMlQ4VldUN04zSVZRQi4u&route=shorturl
mailto:pastormandy10@gmail.com


tapestry of religious diversity.

Dozens of faith communities, nonprofits, and religiously-affiliated organizations will show up
to both display their gifts and talents and to experience the gifts and talents of their sisters
and brothers. The event is being held again this year at the Cintas Center on the campus of
Xavier University. It kicks off at 12:30pm with an interfaith devotional. Archbishop Casey and
other faith leaders will join together in prayer, song, and celebration to open the festivities.

Over the next four hours, attendees can visit the exhibitors and vendors, listen to and watch
the musical and cultural performances, and participate in breakout sessions. Throughout the
afternoon, folks will have the opportunity to meet and learn from neighbors they might not
otherwise encounter, all in the hope of opening their hearts and minds and growing in their
appreciation of the diversity of God’s people. Click here to learn more.

Grants Available from the North Central
Jurisdiction Mission Council

The North Central Jurisdiction Mission Council is
accepting grant applications to fund a ministry or program in cross-conference connection,
identifying at least three (3) Annual Conferences in the North Central Jurisdiction of the UMC
as partners.

The ministry or program must fulfill one or more of the four priorities of The United
Methodist Church:

Engaging in ministry with the poor
Improving global health
Developing principled Christian leaders
Creating new and renewed congregations

Grant applications will be available beginning Friday, June 20, 2025. For more information
and to apply, click here.

Volunteer Demo Days at Camp Wesley
June 7, 14 & 28 from 9am-5pm

Exciting things are happening at Camp Wesley, and your help
is needed to prepare! Lake reclamation has begun, and demo
is scheduled for July. Everything that will be going away needs
to be removed from the buildings.

Regardless of skill level, there is something everyone can do to help from storage area
cleanout to trail maintenance to HVAC, plumbing and lighting. Some tools will be provided,
but if you have any that could help with the work, please bring them along. There will be
plenty of water and snacks and lunch will be provided to keep you hydrated and refreshed!

This is an exciting time in Wesley’s history! Questions? Call or email Rev. Ann Marie Carley
(amcarley@wocumc.org, 380-223-9369)

Summer Camp Opportunities

Summer camp has always been a place for campers of all ages
to enjoy the outdoors, learn new skills, have exciting
experiences, and make lasting friendships, all while being
guided by skilled, creative, and compassionate staff.
East Ohio is offering a camp experience at their three sites: Camp Aldersgate, Camp Asbury,
and Camp Wanake that is open to all students. The theme at all of the camps will be "Super
Power!" At camp, youth will experience the power of the Holy Spirit working within and
among each of us. Together we'll witness this power through the growth of the Holy Spirit's

https://equasion.org/about-the-festival-2/
https://www.ncjumc.org/mission-council-grant-process-2/
mailto:amcarley@wocumc.org


fruit in our lives and in the lives of our friends.

Camp provides a safe environment for campers to build relationships with God, themselves,
and others; practice making good decisions; try new things and develop skills; grow as
leaders; experience positive role models; and live in Christian community. Click here to learn
more and sign up.

Generosity Summit coming in September

Generosity Summit 2025, sponsored by the United
Methodist Foundation of West Ohio and Wespath
Institutional Investments and Horizons Stewardship, will be held September 15-16 in Toledo.
 
At this year's Summit you'll learn about including stewardship, legacy giving, investments,
financial literacy, and other related topics relevant to church leaders.
 
UMFWO's Executive Director, Susan Black says, “The line-up of speakers for this year is
absolutely outstanding, drawing on the expertise of seasoned presenters from across the
Connection.” Speakers from as far away as New England and Mississippi are providing
content this year. Event sponsor Horizons Stewardship will also provide a plenary session on
the Problem with Church Giving, then provide a 3-part track on stewardship essentials.
 
The event includes entertainment and a keynote address from award-winning storyteller and
author Bil Lepp. Attendees will enjoy his hilarious stories and learn how storytelling is the key
to making stewardship relevant and inspiring.

This two-day educational event will be held in a retreat setting at Maumee Bay State Park
Lodge and Conference Center in Toledo. Attendees will have the opportunity to participate in
high quality educational programs and warm fellowship during the conference and then take
advantage of the many indoor and outdoor activities available at the resort.
 
Click here to register. More information including sponsorship opportunities is available by
contacting Susan Black at sblack@wocumc.org or 380-223-9257. 

Mission U 2025: Practicing Hope Together

All are invited to the West Ohio Conference United
Women in Faith's Mission u on June 27-29, 2025, at the
Bergamo Life-Long Learning Center in Beavercreek, OH. A
virtual Mission u will also be held during the month of
July. 

Mission u is co-sponsored by the West Ohio Conference United Women in Faith and the
West Ohio Conference and is a transformative educational program that encompasses both
Bible-based curricula and events. 

The program includes curriculum for adults, youth, and children to participate in dynamic
discussions, meditative worship, and reflection. Click here to learn more/register.

Retirement Party

You're invited to celebrate the Rev. Calvin Alston, Superintendent
of the Olentangy River District and the Rev. Linda Middelberg,
Assistant to the Bishop, on Monday June 23. They are both retiring
from many years of ministry in the West Ohio Conference.

The party will be held at the West Ohio Conference office, 32
Wesley Blvd, Worthington, OH from 4-6pm. Reservations are not
needed.

https://www.eocumc.com/camps/2025summercamp_intro.html
https://umfwestohio.org/generosity-summit-2025/
mailto:sblack@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/news/registration-now-open-mission-u-2025


TRAINING & EVENTS

Laity Retreats Coming This Summer
June 16, 23 & August 4

This spring, the West Ohio Conference Laity Discernment
Retreat drew 16 people for conversation and learning about
listening to God’s call. Led by Kim LaRue and Barb Knight, this
group has begun responding to their call by engaging in
diverse areas of ministry. With this success, more Laity Discernment Retreats are scheduled
this Summer for June 16, 23, and August 4.

Are you someone feeling God’s call but do not know what to do next? If so, then this is the
retreat for you! At the Laity Discernment Retreats, you will:
• Talk about what your call
• Discuss the meaning of called by our baptism
• Learn how to pray for discernment
• Discover Spiritual Rhythms
• Discuss various opportunities the laity can serve their church and communities

Each virtual retreat will consist of 2 two-hour Zoom sessions and a two-hour debrief six
weeks later. During the six weeks between sessions, participants will have time to read,
reflect, and practice Spiritual Rhythms to help lead them to understand their call.
Dates (please plan to attend all 3 sessions):
• Monday, June 16, 2025, 6:30-8:30pm
• Monday, June 23, 2025, 6:30-8:30pm
• Monday, August 4, 2025, 6:30-8:30pm

For more information and to register, click here.

Lay Servant Ministries

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most
significant lay
leadership development programs available within
the United Methodist connection. Through this
equipping and empowering system, lay servants
have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus
Christ who then go and make other disciples.

New classes have been added to the schedule. Most are offered online via Zoom unless
indicated. Click each link to learn more and sign up:

Great Miami River – Ministry with the Forgotten: Dementia through a Spiritual Lens
(June 16, 19, 23, 26, 30)
Western Lakes - Soul Reset (July 9, 16, 23, 30, August 6)
Hocking River District – Introduction to Lay Servant Ministries: The BASIC course
(September 12-13)
Great Miami River - Social Justice in Everyday Life: A Look at the Social Principles of the

https://www.westohioumc.org/leadership/laity-discernment-retreats
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/great-miami-river-district-ministry-forgotten
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/western-lakes-district-soul-reset
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/hocking-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-course-basic-course
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/great-miami-river-district-social-justice-everyday-life-look-social-principles-umc


UMC (September 21, 23, 25, 28, 30)
Hocking River District – Loving People and Planet in God’s Name (October 31-
November 1)
Olentangy River - Called to Preach (In person November 8 and 15)

Resources for Pastoral Transitions

Pastors moving from one church to the next need to focus on
how they can effectively conclude their ministry in the church
they are leaving, paving the way for their successor, and on how
they can get off to a good start in their next church.

Our West Ohio Regional Missional Specialists have developed a series of videos, checklists,
discussion guides and more to assist pastors and church leaders in ensuring a healthy shift in
leadership. Click here to view the resources. You might also want to consider "50 Ways to
Improve Pastoral Transitions" published by the Lewis Center for Church Leadership for some
quick tips and reminders. And finally, check out Rev. Rebekah Simon-Peter's 4 Strategies for
Building Relationships in New Appointments.

You're invited to join in person or online, a hopeful gathering to
explore the future of church planting through the lens of
inclusion, collaboration, and innovation.

This event will be hosted by Trinity UMC in Grove City on
Saturday, June 21 from 3-5pm. It will feature a keynote from Dr.
Erin Edwards of Brite Divinity School and a panel of church
planters from across traditions and networks. This event will create space for rethinking how
new churches are born—with courage, cultural awareness, and deep theological reflection.

Whether you’re planting, pastoring, discerning, or simply passionate about the future of the
Church, Planting Forward invites you into a conversation about what’s possible when we
center diversity, justice, and unity in the work of ministry and community formation. Click
here to register.

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS

The Gathering
Open House & Resource Fair

June 12
Click here for more details

Mosaic Church
Recovery Fest

July 19
Click here for more details

CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event

Employment
Youth Pastor - Sharonville UMC
Worship Assistant - Christ UMC
Ministry Assistant - Memorial UMC

Needed

https://www.westohioumc.org/event/hocking-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-course-loving-people-and-planet-gods-name
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/olentangy-river-district-called-preach
https://westohioumc.newzenler.com/courses/pastoral-transitions
https://www.churchleadership.com/50-ways/50-ways-to-improve-pastoral-transitions-2/
https://rebekahsimonpeter.com/4-strategies-for-building-relationships-in-new-appointments
https://www.joegraves.org/plantingforward#tickets
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/event/open-house-and-resource-fair
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/event/recovery-fest-celebration-hope-healing-resources
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/classifieds
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/ad-submission


Choir Robes - Middletown Christ UMC

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Click to view notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses from across West Ohio. Please
remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanksgiving
their life and ministry.
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