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It’s “The Most Wonderful Time of the Year…”
Not Christmas in July, but Vacation Bible School!

Often, it’s the hottest and rainiest week of the summer, you
need a nap every day, it takes months to get the songs out of
your head and to put away the decorations, craft supplies, and
beach balls, but there is something wonderful and special
about Vacation Bible School.

Whether you call it VBS or something else, whether you have a
day camp for 10 children or a weeklong experience for 200,
whether you transform your church into a rainforest or barely decorate at all, there is
something wonderful about Vacation Bible School.  

Like Christmas, VBS provides both an immediate experience that is fun, special, and
meaningful, and it is a point of memory. I remember all the way back to being a participant
and then youth helper, to leading parts of VBS as the pastor, to taking my own children as
participants and then as youth helpers. The themes and the songs of all those years have
stuck with me. I also still have many of the t-shirts.  

Here are a few of the wonderful things that VBS reminds us of:
• Learning about Jesus and praising God in church is fun, active, and interactive.
• Children like to come to church, learn about Jesus, and praise God, and their families like to
bring them.
• We have lots of creative and energetic people who want to help.
• Those of different generations enjoy serving together. 
• The essentials of our faith: God loves us. We can trust God. Our faith helps us love others.  
• The essentials of our mission as the church: We share God’s love and kindness with others.
• Reaching people for Christ and forming followers of Jesus doesn’t happen just on Sunday
morning. We spend more time together and with the VBS participants (12.5 hours for a week
long VBS) than we do in 3 months of Sunday School.  

Thinking about it, Vacation Bible School gives us a different model for how to do and to be
the church. It involves extra planning and excitement, special and focused time on the
essentials of faith, the opportunity to learn the same lesson in various ways, through song,
movement, storytelling, art, and games. Through VBS, faith and friendships grow. Children
and leaders want to come back for more.  

If you are involved in VBS this summer, thank you. You time and effort is making a difference
in forming and shaping followers of Jesus.

Let’s remember these lessons of VBS and find ways to apply them to all that we do as a
church as we love God and reach people for Jesus Christ. 

Blessings,
Suzanne
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The UMC has a new vision statement

The Council of Bishops, in conjunction with the
Connectional Table, announced last month a new vision
statement for The United Methodist Church. This vision
reflects the Church's deep commitment to embodying
God's dream for the world.

The vision states:
The United Methodist Church forms disciples of Jesus
Christ who, empowered by the Holy Spirit, love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously
in local communities and worldwide connections.

This vision statement complements the Church's longstanding mission statement, inspired by
Matthew 28:1-20: "The mission of The United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world." Read more

2025 Local Church Mission Grants

Because of the faithful generosity and long-term vision of those
who gave toward our Mission Foundation endowment, we have
the great blessing of being able to offer grant funds to both
local churches and United Methodist related ministry agencies
in our district.

Through the Local Church Mission grants, we desire to fund ministries and projects that
further the mission of the church and that are in alignment with the strategic directives of
Scripture, the United Methodist Church, the West Ohio Conference, and the Great Miami
River District. 

Applications will be available beginning July 1 for local churches to apply for a grant for 2025.
Church agencies and ministry partners may apply beginning August 1. Both grants will be
available on our website: www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver under "Resources",
"Grants.

If you have any questions or need any help with the grant application process, please contact
Rev. Justin M. Fuhrmann, Great Miami River District Grants Committee Chair, at
jfuhrma@hotmail.com or by phone at 847-913-4190.

Reimagining Connection: All-Ohio School of Ministry on
Beloved Community

The East and West Ohio Annual Conferences are coming together
to co-host a transformative School of Ministry September 18-20,
2025.

This inaugural collaboration invites all active East Ohio and West
Ohio Conference clergy to gather for a time of bold imagination,
meaningful dialogue, and renewed connection. Together, we will envision the future of the
United Methodist witness in Ohio, rooted in beloved community, shared purpose, and deep
spiritual formation.

The event will feature Rev. Dr. Javier A. Viera, President of Garrett-Evangelical Theological
Seminary, as the keynote speaker. There will also be time for fellowship, cross-conference
networking, and more.

Early bird pricing is available through June 30th. Click here to learn more.

https://www.umc.org/en/content/the-united-methodist-church-unveils-new-guiding-vision-statement
http://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver
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How to Make a Good Entrance

About this time each year, many clergy prepare to begin new
work in new places with new people. Some of it will feel
familiar. Some challenges will catch us off guard. There will be
unexpected blessings. Nothing will feel as overwhelming as it
does on the first day, but it will not be as easy as we might
like either.

Over the years, I have had the opportunity to enter many
dramatically different places with a continually changing array of new faces. Read more for
some bits of wisdom Rev. Hannah Bonner has picked up over the years on making a
meaningful entrance.

United In Impact: Giving To Our Connectional System
 
Connectional giving is unique to the United Methodist Church.
When we give each Sunday, those dollars make an impact on
ministries locally, nationally, and globally.
 
The United in Impact initiative features resources to equip leaders and churches to deepen
their members’ understanding of how and why we give through the sharing of stories and
conversation.

Resources include infographics, videos, and online impact stories. Click here to learn more.

TRAINING & EVENTS

Advocating for Climate Action in Your Community

Green Umbrella is launching the 25 Communities Project this summer,
a regional cohort of communities working together to reduce pollution
and strengthen resilience. And to learn more about the project, faith
communities are invited to a webinar on Tuesday, July 8 from 2-3pm.
This webinar will teach you how your church can become an advocate
for climate change in your community. It will include an overview of
the technical assistance Green Umbrella provides and specific ways that you and your
congregation can help engage elected officials and public sector staff. The 25 Communities
Project is an unprecedented opportunity to benefit your neighbors and the entire planet by
adopting clean energy and energy efficiency, and reducing exposure to air pollution,
dangerous heat, and flood damage. Please attend to learn the critical role that faith
communities have in this endeavor. Click here to register.

Don’t Miss These Deadlines for Foundation Events

You may be on vacation mode, but you don’t want to let
these great opportunities slip away. July and August are right
around the corner!

July 14 – Registration is still open for Saving Grace Clergy
Edition but you need to act quickly. Sign up and order your workbook soon to be ready for the
class to begin on July 14. Register here.  And don’t forget, clergy who complete at least 6 out
of 8 courses (attendance will be taken) will receive a $250 stipend AND a free registration for
Generosity Summit!

August 1 – If you plan to stay overnight for Generosity Summit Sept. 15-16 at Maumee Bay,
please make your reservation no later than August 1 to ensure you have housing. The group
rate will expire on August 7. Breakout sessions include preaching on stewardship, creating a
strategic ministry plan, legacy giving, creating a narrative budget and more. Register for the
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event and book your room here. 

Green Church Training 

Greening your church property doesn’t have to feel overwhelming.
Green Church Training can help set your church on the path toward
better stewardship of God’s creation.

A three-hour training is being held at Ashland UMC on Wednesday,
August 20 from 4-7pm. It will cover the basics, like where to find
biblical and United Methodist support for creation care; how to form
a Green Team at your church; and project ideas for how to get started. Most importantly, the
training gives time and space for your church to dream about what might be possible! Click
here to register.

Lay Servant Ministries

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant
lay leadership development programs available within
the United Methodist connection. Through this
equipping and empowering system, lay servants have
the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ
who then go and make other disciples.

New classes have been added to the schedule. Most are offered online via Zoom unless
indicated. Click each link to learn more and sign up:

Western Lakes - Soul Reset (July 9, 16, 23, 30, August 6)
Hocking River District – Introduction to Lay Servant Ministries: The BASIC course
(September 12-13)
Great Miami River - Social Justice in Everyday Life: A Look at the Social Principles of the
UMC (September 21, 23, 25, 28, 30)
Hocking River District – Loving People and Planet in God’s Name (October 31-
November 1)
Olentangy River - Called to Preach (In person November 8 and 15)

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS

Dixon UMC
Fitness, Fellowship & Weekly Bible Study

June 25
Click here for more details

Southern Hills UMC
Christmas in July Bazaar & Rummage Sale

July 12
Click here for more details

New Day UMC
NAMI: Family to Family Program

July 16-September 3

Franklin First UMC
VBS Olympics-Champions for Christ

July 19
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Click here for more details Click here for more details

CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event

Employment
Preschool Director - Sharonville UMC
Choir Director - Mt Healthy UMC
Associate Director - Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati
Youth Pastor - Sharonville UMC
Worship Assistant - Christ UMC
Ministry Assistant - Memorial UMC

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Click to view notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses from across West Ohio. Please
remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanksgiving
their life and ministry.
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