Great Miami River
o District

News and Notes --- June 18, 2025

The Great Miami River District Office will be closed on
Thursday, June 19 in observance of Juneteenth.

A Pastoral Message from

BISHOP HEE-S00 JUNG

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.”
— Matthew 5:7-9 (NRSVUE)

My heart is troubled because our country and our world are hurting. Every day it seems more
people choose violence over peace and prefer hating others instead of loving them.

Our news and social media feeds are filled with images of immigration raids and protests in
Los Angeles and across our country, bombings in the Middle East, and the continued war in
Ukraine and Russia.

We need to rise up and say, “Enough! Fear won’t win!” It is time to answer God’s call to be
hope for our hurting world. Let us proudly speak and live that race, culture, economic status,
gender, and sexuality cannot challenge our unity, and that we are one humanity.

Rise up with abundance in the face of scarcity; courage in the face of fear; generosity in the
face of greed, and peace-living in the face of violence. Let us take courage in the name of
Jesus and stand together to make America a world that confesses love, inclusion, equality,
and equity in beloved community. Let us offer our love and solidarity with the migrant
community, those under severe fear and insecurity.

Let us live with a clear confession of faith that our differences are precious and beautiful, and
our diversity is strength. Let us name again those things that trouble us and strive to make
history by resolving them through the transformation of pure and boundless love.

A Call to Mourn, Pray and Live with Love from Bishop Lanette Plambeck of the Dakotas-
Minnesota Episcopal Area:

"We are people who live into what Jesus has taught us: 'You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself.' To love God is
to resist every force that tells us to hate our neighbor. To love God is to resist evil, injustice
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and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves. continue reading

GCFA can help your church convert to Windows 11

With Windows 10 support ending on October 14, 2025,
now is the perfect time to upgrade to Windows 11. This
latest version of Microsoft’s operating system is designed
with enhanced security, better performance, and a more
user-friendly experience—making it an excellent choice for
churches and ministry teams. Windows 11 isn’t just a new look—it’s a significant
improvement in security, efficiency, and functionality.

If your church is still using Windows 10, now is the time to plan your transition. The General
Council on Finance and Administration's IT team can help determine if your devices are
eligible for Windows 11 or if you need new equipment. Click to get started.

TRAINING & EVENTS

Green Church Training

Greening your church property doesn’t have to feel overwhelming.
Green Church Training can help set your church on the path toward
better stewardship of God’s creation.

A three-hour training is being held at Ashland UMC on Wednesday,
August 20 from 4-7pm. It will cover the basics, like where to find
biblical and United Methodist support for creation care; how to form
a Green Team at your church; and project ideas for how to get started. Most importantly, the
training gives time and space for your church to dream about what might be possible! Click

here to register.

Juneteenth Celebrations & Resources
Juneteenth is a federal holiday and is celebrated annually on June
19th to commemorate the ending of slavery in the United States.
Many cities and towns mark this day with celebrations. TEENTH

JUNE 19

Cincinnati will celebrate the 1865 abolition of slavery with its 38th
annual Juneteenth Festival the weekend of June 14-15. The
family-friendly free event in Eden Park features festivities for all
ages. The festival kicks off at 11:30 on Saturday with a parade of flags representing the
African diaspora—the origins and forced destinations of Africans during a slave trade that
lasted for more than 400 years. Festivities continue through Saturday afternoon and evening
with lots of organized activities for kids, with crafts, books, games, and horseback rides. Over
25 performances on two stages reflecting the shared heritage within the African diaspora—
blues, jazz, R&B, Latin jazz, Reggae, African dancing, Brazilian dancing, and the Voices of
Freedom poetry slam. The Juneteenth weekend ends on Sunday afternoon with the June Fest
Father’s Day Concert, featuring a variety of inspirational spiritual music and praise dancing in
Seasongood Pavilion. Learn more

Downtown Dayton’s Levitt Pavilion is the location for the third annual Juneteenth event on
Thursday, June 19. Line dancing begins at 5 p.m., with Home of Urban Creative Arts
Community curated ceremonies following. A free concert is set for 7 p.m. from Goapele, an
Oakland native, a visionary in modern R&B, known for her captivating blend of soul, jazz, pop,
and moody basslines. Enjoy this evening of poetry, African dance, musicians, drumming,
performances, commemoration, food trucks, live choir, and creative sculptures. Learn more
about this event and others in Huber Heights and at the Dayton Metro Library by clicking
here. Click here to see more Juneteenth events around Southwest Ohio.

Resources:


https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/bishops-pastoral-letter-a-call-to-mourn-pray-and-live-with-love-19121255
https://www.gcfa.org/resource/your-ministry-should-upgrade-to-windows-11
https://eastohio-reg.brtapp.com/GreenChurchAshland
https://juneteenthcincinnati.org/
https://www.destinationdayton.org/blog/post/celebrate-juneteenth-in-dayton/
https://www.daytondailynews.com/what-to-do/a-guide-to-juneteenth-events-in-southwest-ohio/AVG7OI7I3JGGFC5OCRG7XTHCRY/

e GCORR R.A.C.E Toward Jesus: A Juneteenth Small Group Study
e Juneteenth Worship Resources
e Anti-Racism Resources
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Cultivating a WITH Ministry
June 23 at 7pm on Zoom

We all have assumptions about leadership based on
perceptions we hold. However, human beings are happier
and more likely to make positive changes in their behavior
when those in positions of authority, or influence, do things
with them rather thanto them, for them, or not at all.

This month on Ministry Mondays, the discussion will focus on developing a culture of
understanding and purpose through ministry ownership. Advanced registration is
appreciated; please click here.

Questions and requests for the Zoom link can be directed toJami Nathan, AIC Ministries
Coordinator, at 419-591-9717.

Mission U 2025: Practicing Hope Together

United
= | Women
in Faith

All are invited to the West Ohio Conference United
Women in Faith's Mission u on June 27-29, 2025, at the
Bergamo Life-Long Learning Center in Beavercreek, OH. A
virtual Mission u will also be held during the month of
July.

“

Mission u is co-sponsored by the West Ohio Conference United Women in Faith and the
West Ohio Conference and is a transformative educational program that encompasses both
Bible-based curricula and events.

The program includes curriculum for adults, youth, and children to participate in dynamic
discussions, meditative worship, and reflection. Click here to learn more/register.

Register now for Saving Grace, Clergy Edition
July 14

Clergy, strengthen your financial literacy, both personally and
as it pertains to church finance by participating in Saving
Grace Clergy Edition. The course is filling up fast. To
participate, sign up here, order your workbook, and be ready
for the class to begin on July 14. If you complete at least 6 out
of 8 courses (attendance will be taken), you'll receive a $250 stipend. Registration ends July 1.

GUIDE TO FINANCIAL WELL-BEING


https://www.r2hub.org/library/race-toward-jesus
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/juneteenth-day-worship-resources
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/anti-racism-resources-from-united-methodist-general-agencies
https://wocumc.zoom.us/meeting/register/tm5IqxagQrWp56RrK1h3Pw#/registration
mailto:jami.nathan.22@gmail.com
https://www.westohioumc.org/news/registration-now-open-mission-u-2025
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/register?reset=1&id=2325

Generosity Summit coming in September (.‘5\ Ge neros i ty
Generosity Summit 2025, sponsored by the United ﬁ"A BOUNDS !

Methodist Foundation of West Ohio and Wespath
Institutional Investments and Horizons Stewardship, will be held September 15-16 in Toledo.

At this year's Summit you'll learn about including stewardship, legacy giving, investments,
financial literacy, and other related topics relevant to church leaders.

UMFWOQ's Executive Director, Susan Black says, “The line-up of speakers for this year is
absolutely outstanding, drawing on the expertise of seasoned presenters from across the
Connection.” Speakers from as far away as New England and Mississippi are providing
content this year. Event sponsor Horizons Stewardship will also provide a plenary session on
the Problem with Church Giving, then provide a 3-part track on stewardship essentials.

The event includes entertainment and a keynote address from award-winning storyteller and
author Bil Lepp. Attendees will enjoy his hilarious stories and learn how storytelling is the key
to making stewardship relevant and inspiring.

This two-day educational event will be held in a retreat setting at Maumee Bay State Park
Lodge and Conference Center in Toledo. Attendees will have the opportunity to participate in
high quality educational programs and warm fellowship during the conference and then take
advantage of the many indoor and outdoor activities available at the resort.

Click here to register. More information including sponsorship opportunities is available by
contacting Susan Black at sblack@ wocumc.org or 380-223-9257.

Lay Servant Ministries

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most
significant lay

leadership development programs available within
the United Methodist connection. Through this
equipping and empowering system, lay servants
have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus
Christ who then go and make other disciples.

New classes have been added to the schedule. Most are offered online via Zoom unless
indicated. Click each link to learn more and sign up:
e Great Miami River — Ministry with the Forgotten: Dementia through a Spiritual Lens
(June 16, 19, 23, 26, 30)
e Western Lakes - Soul Reset (July 9, 16, 23, 30, August 6)
e Hocking River District — Introduction to Lay Servant Ministries: The BASIC course
(September 12-13)
e Great Miami River - Social Justice in Everyday Life: A Look at the Social Principles of the
UMC (September 21, 23, 25, 28, 30)
e Hocking River District — Loving People and Planet in God’s Name (October 31-
November 1)
e Olentangy River - Called to Preach (In person November 8 and 15)

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS



https://umfwestohio.org/generosity-summit-2025/
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https://www.westohioumc.org/event/western-lakes-district-soul-reset
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/hocking-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-course-basic-course
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/great-miami-river-district-social-justice-everyday-life-look-social-principles-umc
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/hocking-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-course-loving-people-and-planet-gods-name
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/olentangy-river-district-called-preach

Dixon UMC Southern Hills UMC

Fitness & Fellowship Christmas in July Bazaar & Rummage Sale
June 25 July 12
Click here for more details Click here for more details

New Day UMC Franklin First UMC
NAMI: Family to Family Program VBS Olympics-Champions for Christ
July 16-September 3 July 19
Click here for more details Click here for more details
CLASSIFIEDS
Click here to view/respond to the ads below

Click here to submit your own classified ad or event »

Employment 2
Preschool Director - Sharonville UMC Classifieds
Choir Director - Mt Healthy UMC

Associate Director - Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati
Youth Pastor - Sharonville UMC

Worship Assistant - Christ UMC

Ministry Assistant - Memorial UMC

Needed
Choir Robes - Middletown Christ UMC

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Click to view notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses from across West Ohio. Please
remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanksgiving
their life and ministry.
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