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Life in the Spirit

This past Sunday many of our sanctuaries were filled with red—
paraments, ribbons, stoles, clothing, balloons, flowers, banners, all to
celebrate the day of Pentecost and the gift of the Holy Spirit.

The red represents the strange glow, like tongues of fire, that
appeared over each person in the story of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2.

As we remember the story of the arrival of the Holy Spirit that day, it is an invitation for us to
reflect on the impact the Holy Spirit had on the early Christian movement and how it
continues to offer us the same gifts and opportunities.

As Peter attempts to describe what is happening in that moment, he recounts the words of
the prophet Joel who says the Spirit of God will be poured out,

...on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, and your young men will see visions
and your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, | will pour
out my Spirit in those days and they will prophesy....And everyone who calls on the name of
the Lord will be saved (Acts 2:17-18, 21).

As United Methodists attempt to describe the work of the Holy Spirit, we put it this way in
the Basic Christian Affirmations section of The Book of Discipline:

“We share the Christian belief that God’s redemptive love is realized in human life by the
activity of the Holy Spirit, both in personal experience and in the community of believers. This
community is the church, which the Spirit has brought into existence for the healing of the
nations.

Through faith in Jesus Christ we are forgiven, reconciled to God, and transformed as people of
the new covenant.

“Life in the Spirit” involves diligent use of the means of grace such as praying, fasting,
attending upon the sacraments, and inward searching in solitude. It also encompasses the
communal life of the church in worship, mission, evangelism, service, and social witness.”

Reflecting on these passages together, we are given a picture of who we are to be as
followers of Jesus Christ, filled by the Holy Spirit, united as the church to transform the world.
We are given a vision and a dream of a world where everyone will call upon the name of the
Lord and will be guided by the Spirit to live in ways that bring about the healing of the
nations.

This seems like an impossible dream these days, with stories of wars, reckless arrogance, and
greed dominating the headlines. And yet we, more than ever, are still called to be the church,
to live “Life in the Spirit.” As we practice this life and pay attention, we find the Holy Spirit
moving in dynamic ways that witness to a reality that re-creates and transforms us, that
sustain us with hope, that are just as surprising as a glow like fire above the heads of
strangers and the ability to understand the words and intentions of those from faraway
places, and even enemies.

We find ourselves able and eager to cross cultural, social, and political boundaries, knowing
that God’s Spirit will be poured out on all people, even those we would least expect, and that
together we will join our voices in calling on the name of the Lord. Together we will live as
people of the new covenant, “praying and working for the coming of God’s realm and reign to
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the world and rejoicing in the promise of everlasting life that overcomes death and the forces
of evil” (2020/2024 BOD, p. 50). May it be so!

Pentecost People

The United Methodist Council of Bishops have released
"Pentecost People," an eight-week program designed as a
resource for the church to learn what it means to be people
waiting for a new Pentecost.

Each week’s study includes Scripture readings, stories of faith in action, poetry by hymn
writer Charles Wesley, questions for small groups and program suggestions. Each study also
includes videos of short sermons delivered by eight of the bishops elected in 2022. Click here
for the resources.

Faith in Action

Welcoming the sojourner is central to our gsoyj/ In the wake of
the military escalation of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) raids in Los Angeles and in other U.S. Cities,
Church and Society General Secretary Bishop Julius C. Trimble
urges United Methodist to pray, stand with immigrants, and
protest peacefully.

In a statement issued today, Bishop Trimble urges us to "pursue real solutions to the complex
challenges of immigration and migration that are rooted in principles that value human life
and dignity." You are encouraged to use the immigration resources from Church and Society
as you pray, engage, and peacefully stand with our immigrant brothers and sisters. Read
more.

GCFA can help your church convert to Windows 11

With Windows 10 support ending on October 14, 2025,
now is the perfect time to upgrade to Windows 11. This
latest version of Microsoft’s operating system is designed
with enhanced security, better performance, and a more
user-friendly experience—making it an excellent choice for
churches and ministry teams. Windows 11 isn’t just a new look—it’s a significant
improvement in security, efficiency, and functionality.

If your church is still using Windows 10, now is the time to plan your transition. The General
Council on Finance and Administration's IT team can help determine if your devices are
eligible for Windows 11 or if you need new equipment. Click to get started.

Apportionment Givin -

oP & Apportionments
Apportionments are the way that congregations are Connectlng
connected to the conference and the world. Your Church
Apportionments are used to fund the global mission
and witness of our church, to help provide the
necessary structure to respond in moments of crisis
locally, nationally, internationally, and to develop and
nurture the leaders we need today and tomorrow. The basic idea behind apportionments is
that local congregations send some of the money they collect to accomplish things that are
either beyond their ability to do as individual congregations or that can be done more
effectively or efficiently together.

to the World
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Because this connection is so important, we want to highlight the churches in our district who
have already paid 100% of their apportionments. As of May 31, these churches are paid in
full: Hooven, Liberty, Lytle, Newtown, Seven Mile, St Charles, Union and Zoar. We have many
churches who are on track to reach 100% by the end of the year: Aley, Armstrong Chapel,
Bellbrook, California Community, Cherry Grove, Clifton, Concord, Dayton Korean, Fairborn,
Fairview, Felicity, Hartzell, Hyde Park Bethlehem, Hyde Park Community, Jacksonburg, John
Wesley, Lewisburg, Memorial, Middletown Christ, Middletown First, Mt Healthy, New
Lebanon, Northern Hills, Okeana, Southern Hills, Sulphur Grove, Waynesville, Xenia
Evangelical and Xenia Faith Community. Thank you for your very tangible generosity to
denominational, conference and district funds and ministries!

Why give to apportionments?

Online Communion Survey for Pastors

COMMUNION

The General Conference Committee on Faith and Order was
directed following the last General Conference to study recent
developments in sacramental practice, including the practice of
online Communion. Your help is needed to ensure they have
accurate data.

They have developed a survey that should take less than 10 minutes to complete. Your
responses will help our General Conference know what is happening in the local church and
will help the Committee ensure our sacramental theology and practices align with each
other.

Click here to take the survey. The deadline to respond is June 14. If you have questions,
please email Rev. Mandy Sayers at pastormandyl10@ gmail.com.

Volunteer Demo Days at Camp Wesley
June 7, 14 & 28 from 9am-5pm WESLEY

VOLUNTEER
DEMO DAYS

Exciting things are happening at Camp Wesley, and your help

is needed to prepare! Lake reclamation has begun, and demo
is scheduled for July. Everything that will be going away needs
to be removed from the buildings.

Regardless of skill level, there is something everyone can do to help from storage area
cleanout to trail maintenance to HVAC, plumbing and lighting. Some tools will be provided,
but if you have any that could help with the work, please bring them along. There will be
plenty of water and snacks and lunch will be provided to keep you hydrated and refreshed!

This is an exciting time in Wesley’s history! Questions? Call or email Rev. Ann Marie Carley
(amcarley® wocumc.org, 380-223-9369)

TRAINING & EVENTS

Laity Retreats Coming This Summer
June 16, 23 & August 4

This spring, the West Ohio Conference Laity Discernment
Retreat drew 16 people for conversation and learning about
listening to God’s call. Led by Kim LaRue and Barb Knight, this
group has begun responding to their call by engaging in
diverse areas of ministry. With this success, more Laity Discernment Retreats are scheduled
this Summer for June 16, 23, and August 4.

Are you someone feeling God’s call but do not know what to do next? If so, then this is the
retreat for you! At the Laity Discernment Retreats, you will:


https://www.umc.org/en/content/why-give-to-apportionments-pog
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Ez2f2fblX0ebTPZVZONE1PdhF6wUjR5BhFrp9HoLwF1UMk43M0JENkxPSkJBMlQ4VldUN04zSVZRQi4u&route=shorturl
mailto:pastormandy10@gmail.com
mailto:amcarley@wocumc.org

e Talk about what your call

¢ Discuss the meaning of called by our baptism

e Learn how to pray for discernment

e Discover Spiritual Rhythms

e Discuss various opportunities the laity can serve their church and communities

Each virtual retreat will consist of 2 two-hour Zoom sessions and a two-hour debrief six
weeks later. During the six weeks between sessions, participants will have time to read,
reflect, and practice Spiritual Rhythms to help lead them to understand their call.

Dates (please plan to attend all 3 sessions):

e Monday, June 16, 2025, 6:30-8:30pm

e Monday, June 23, 2025, 6:30-8:30pm

e Monday, August 4, 2025, 6:30-8:30pm

For more information and to register, click here.

Juneteenth Celebrations /.1

Juneteenth is a federal holiday and is celebrated annually on June
19 to commemorate the ending of slavery in the United States.
Many cities and towns mark this day with celebrations. TEENTH

JUNE 19

Cincinnati will celebrate the 1865 abolition of slavery with its 38th
annual Juneteenth Festival the weekend of June 14-15. The
family-friendly free event in Eden Park features festivities for all
ages. The festival kicks off at 11:30 on Saturday with a parade of flags representing the
African diaspora—the origins and forced destinations of Africans during a slave trade that
lasted for more than 400 years. Festivities continue through Saturday afternoon and evening
with lots of organized activities for kids, with crafts, books, games, and horseback rides. Over
25 performances on two stages reflecting the shared heritage within the African diaspora—
blues, jazz, R&B, Latin jazz, Reggae, African dancing, Brazilian dancing, and the Voices of
Freedom poetry slam. The Juneteenth weekend ends on Sunday afternoon with the June Fest
Father’s Day Concert, featuring a variety of inspirational spiritual music and praise dancing in
Seasongood Pavilion. Learn more

Downtown Dayton’s Levitt Pavilion is the location for the third annual Juneteenth event on
Thursday, June 19. Line dancing begins at 5 p.m., with Home of Urban Creative Arts
Community curated ceremonies following. A free concert is set for 7 p.m. from Goapele, an
Oakland native, a visionary in modern R&B, known for her captivating blend of soul, jazz, pop,
and moody basslines. Enjoy this evening of poetry, African dance, musicians, drumming,
performances, commemoration, food trucks, live choir, and creative sculptures. Learn more
about this event and others in Huber Heights and at the Dayton Metro Library by clicking
here.

Click here to see more Juneteenth events around Southwest Ohio.

Retirement Pa rty | ’ * YOU ARE INVITED TO A\“ =
(Kedivenmernt
* PARTY

You're invited to celebrate the Rev. Calvin Alston, Superintendent
of the Olentangy River District and the Rev. Linda Middelberg,
Assistant to the Bishop, on Monday June 23. They are both retiring

from many years of ministry in the West Ohio Conference. i Alston

“Rev. Linda Ali(l(lt-ll)('l'g!
The party will be held at the West Ohio Conference office, 32 / o
Wesley Blvd, Worthington, OH from 4-6pm. Reservations are not woxoar D3 ‘

needed.
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Cultivating a WITH MinistryJune 23 at 7pm on Zoom

We all have assumptions about leadership based on
perceptions we hold. However, human beings are happier
and more likely to make positive changes in their behavior
when those in positions of authority, or influence, do things
with them rather than to them, for them, or not at all.

This month on Ministry Mondays, the discussion will focus on developing a culture of
understanding and purpose through ministry ownership. Advanced registration is
appreciated; please click here.

Questions and requests for the Zoom link can be directed toJami Nathan, AIC Ministries
Coordinator, at 419-591-9717.

Mission U 2025: Practicing Hope Together

United
yr 4

All are invited to the West Ohio Conference United P WO men
Women in Faith's Mission u on June 27-29, 2025, at the ' . I_— th
Bergamo Life-Long Learning Center in Beavercreek, OH. A In Fai
virtual Mission u will also be held during the month of
July.

Mission u is co-sponsored by the West Ohio Conference United Women in Faith and the
West Ohio Conference and is a transformative educational program that encompasses both
Bible-based curricula and events.

The program includes curriculum for adults, youth, and children to participate in dynamic
discussions, meditative worship, and reflection. Click here to learn more/register.

Cincinnati Festival of Faiths o

P P CINCINNATI
The 8th annual Festival of Faiths is taking place on June 22. FEST]VAL
It brings together over 30 faith traditions from 13 world ® OF FAITHS

religions to learn about and celebrate our beautiful
tapestry of religious diversity.

Dozens of faith communities, nonprofits, and religiously-affiliated organizations will show up
to both display their gifts and talents and to experience the gifts and talents of their sisters
and brothers. The event is being held again this year at the Cintas Center on the campus of
Xavier University. It kicks off at 12:30pm with an interfaith devotional. Archbishop Casey and
other faith leaders will join together in prayer, song, and celebration to open the festivities.

Over the next four hours, attendees can visit the exhibitors and vendors, listen to and watch
the musical and cultural performances, and participate in breakout sessions. Throughout the
afternoon, folks will have the opportunity to meet and learn from neighbors they might not
otherwise encounter, all in the hope of opening their hearts and minds and growing in their
appreciation of the diversity of God’s people. Click here to learn more.

Generosity Summit coming in September ﬂé\ Ge neros l' ty
Generosity Summit 2025, sponsored by the United g"A BOUNDS!

Methodist Foundation of West Ohio and Wespath
Institutional Investments and Horizons Stewardship, will be held September 15-16 in Toledo.

At this year's Summit you'll learn about including stewardship, legacy giving, investments,
financial literacy, and other related topics relevant to church leaders.
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UMFWO's Executive Director, Susan Black says, “The line-up of speakers for this year is
absolutely outstanding, drawing on the expertise of seasoned presenters from across the
Connection.” Speakers from as far away as New England and Mississippi are providing
content this year. Event sponsor Horizons Stewardship will also provide a plenary session on
the Problem with Church Giving, then provide a 3-part track on stewardship essentials.

The event includes entertainment and a keynote address from award-winning storyteller and
author Bil Lepp. Attendees will enjoy his hilarious stories and learn how storytelling is the key
to making stewardship relevant and inspiring.

This two-day educational event will be held in a retreat setting at Maumee Bay State Park
Lodge and Conference Center in Toledo. Attendees will have the opportunity to participate in
high quality educational programs and warm fellowship during the conference and then take
advantage of the many indoor and outdoor activities available at the resort.

Click here to register. More information including sponsorship opportunities is available by
contacting Susan Black at sblack@ wocumc.org or 380-223-9257.

Lay Servant Ministries

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most
significant lay

leadership development programs available within
the United Methodist connection. Through this
equipping and empowering system, lay servants
have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus
Christ who then go and make other disciples.

New classes have been added to the schedule. Most are offered online via Zoom unless
indicated. Click each link to learn more and sign up:
e Great Miami River — Ministry with the Forgotten: Dementia through a Spiritual Lens
(June 16, 19, 23, 26, 30)
e Western Lakes - Soul Reset (July 9, 16, 23, 30, August 6)
e Hocking River District — Introduction to Lay Servant Ministries: The BASIC course
(September 12-13)
e Great Miami River - Social Justice in Everyday Life: A Look at the Social Principles of the
UMC (September 21, 23, 25, 28, 30)
e Hocking River District — Loving People and Planet in God’s Name (October 31-
November 1)
e Olentangy River - Called to Preach (In person November 8 and 15)

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS

P A Day Of Healing,
-— 1 Hope and Resources

Franklin First UMC Mosaic Church

Open House & Resource Fair Recovery Fest
July 19 July 19

Click here for more details Click here for more details

CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event
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Employment

Choir Director - Mt Healthy UMC

Associate Director - Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati “
Youth Pastor - Sharonville UMC

Worship Assistant - Christ UMC Classifieds

Ministry Assistant - Memorial UMC

Needed
Choir Robes - Middletown Christ UMC

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Click to view notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses from across West Ohio. Please
remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanksgiving
their life and ministry.
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