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News and Notes --- May 7, 2025

Celebrating Parents and Families

This coming Sunday our church calendar invites us to celebrate
Mother’s Day and the Festival of the Christian Home.

Mother’s Day is important to recognize in the life of the church. It is
a day filled with a whole range of big emotions—love, gratitude,

grief, joy, pain, expectation. These are significant, though not always
easy, and important to share in our faith communities because they
connect so closely with our identity and our understanding of life, faith, and love.

There is so much to Mother’s Day that when we try to name everyone’s experiences related
to their mothers and their own opportunities to mother, it is challenging. Yet when we do, we
have the opportunity to grow in both our compassion for others, and our gratitude for the
gift of mothering which transcends gender and biological childbearing. As we seek to define
mothering, we realize that it describes qualities of unconditional love combined with healthy
boundaries, nurturing potential, and offering forgiveness. Mary’s interaction with Jesus at the
wedding at Cana resulting in his first miracle comes to mind of what it means to mother.
These qualities reflect God and teach us about who God is. We are all invited to grow in these
qualities.

I've noticed over the years that for various reasons, we often make more of an effort to
celebrate Mother’s Day than Father’s Day. Perhaps it is the time of year, or the way we
associate emotions with one parent over the other, or our traditions. Whatever the reason,
they are both important to celebrate. The role of father has been so important to our
understanding of love, life, and relationships that one of our most personal ways to address
God is as Father. This gift transcends gender and biological childbearing. The qualities that we
learn from our fathers and that we share as we have opportunities to father reflect God and
teach us about who God is. We are all invited to grow in these qualities.

Because this is so important to how we live and share our faith and for our connections to
each other as immediate families, extended families, and church families, | want to
encourage you to not only observe these two days, but to find ways to celebrate the Festival
of the Christian Home. This observance goes beyond the acknowledgement of a special day
on a Sunday morning. It provides us with opportunities and resources to think about who we
are as people of faith in relationship to each other and how we are sharing God’s love in our
family homes and our church home.

Our UMC Discipleship Ministries provides a wonderful resource for observing a month-long
Christian Home Month called Families: Many Forms, Common Faith! Called to Love, that
includes worship resources, devotional family activities, and a retreat experience. You can
find this resource and the yearly themes through 2028 here: ChristianHomeMonth2025.pdf

So often | hear from you all that you want to help the next generation experience faith. Thank
you for that heartfelt desire. It is my prayer that these resources will help you think about
how to model God'’s unconditional love and grace in your family homes and church homes no
matter what the age of the participants, so that each person might know their belovedness in
God’s eyes and in ours as well.

May we each know and share this good news.


https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/gbod-assets/generic/ChristianHomeMonth2025.pdf
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=8afe5b4f-d652-47ac-a59d-6a343ffbc95e

Easter blessings,
Suzanne

Don't miss the Spring Celebration & District Meeting!

Coming up next week on Tuesday, May 13th is our annual Spring Celebration. It will be held at
7pm at The John Wesley United Methodist Church, 1927 W Kemper Rd, Cincinnati 45240.

At this event we celebrate all the various milestones in ministry that have occurred
throughout the year. These include clergy being ordained and commissioned, those retiring,
those receiving their local pastor's license, and more. We have 3 lay members who graduated
from the Certified Lay Ministry Academy and one who will be certified as a Deaconess. And of
course, we have pastors who will be transitioning to new appointments within and beyond
our district and pastors leading new church starts. It has been an exciting year!

In addition to marking these various achievements, we will have meaningful worship with a
message from our District Superintendent and exceptional music and hospitality from Pastor
Kalamba Kilumba and the John Wesley hospitality team. We will be electing new members to
our district committees and have special guests who will discuss some of the pieces of
legislation to be voted on at Annual Conference.

Registration is not needed. We hope to see you next week!

Mentors needed for Clergy Candidates

Are you a Deacon or Elder who finds joy in helping others
listen for God's call? You are invited to attend a Mentor
Training Day for those interested in serving as mentors for
two ministry formation experiences offered across the East
and West Ohio Conferences.
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Mentor training will be held on Wednesday, May 21st, from 10am to 2pm at the West Ohio
Conference Center. Lunch is included.

This training will prepare you to serve as a mentor in one or both of these settings. Mentors
play a vital role in helping create the kind of intentional, relational space where real
discernment and growth can happen. Click here to learn more.

Mission U 2025: Practicing Hope Together .

. I United
All are invited to the West Ohio Conference United e
Women in Faith's Mission u on June 27-29, 2025, at the " .‘ WO m en
Bergamo Life-Long Learning Center in Beavercreek, N FCI |th

OH. A virtual Mission u will also be held during the
month of July.


http://www.johnwesleychurch.com
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=2331

Mission u is co-sponsored by the West Ohio Conference United Women in Faith and the
West Ohio Conference and is a transformative educational program that encompasses both
Bible-based curricula and events.

The program includes curriculum for adults, youth, and children to participate in dynamic
discussions, meditative worship, and reflection. Click here to learn more/register.
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PROPOSED RECOMMENDATIONS AND HANDS OF HOPE CHALLENGEAs we do
GENERAL CONFERENCE AMENDMENTS each year, we will be collecting kits and
Listening Sessions will give you more supplies for Midwest Mission Distribution
information and an opportunity to ask Center. This year Bishop Jung has created
questions. Click here to register now. the Hands of Hope Challenge, where we
see which district can contribute the most
Recommendation #1 - Rules Changes items! All kits and supplies on this
Recommendation #2 - Council on Finance webpage will be accepted.

& Administration and Budget
Recommendation #2 - Pension & Health
Recommendation #4 - Equitable
Compensation

Recommendation #5 - Building a More
Sustainable Future

Recommendation #6 - Talk Force on
LGBTQ+ Ministry

Recommendation #7 - Immigration Law &
Justice Network

ANNUAL CONFERENCE PRAYER VIGIL
Join other United Methodists from across
the West Ohio Conference in prayer as we
support the work of our Bishop and
members of our annual conference. Mark
5:35-43 is the scripture to pray over. Sign
up for a time slot here.

General Conference Amendment #1 -

Regionalization BOOK OF REPORTS AVAILABLE: Click HERE
General Conference Amendment #2 - USHERS NEEDED: email

Inclusiveness usherwoc@butter.toast.net.

General Conference Amendment #3 -

Racial Justice VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to drive golf carts,
General Conference Amendment #4 - greet, usher, operate cameras. Click HERE

Clergy Education Requirements

Missionlinsite is rolling out their brand-new user
experience today.

Get Ready to <

EXPLORE

The Insights you Trust,
in a New Light

The New View features:
e A modern look and feel
e Smoother navigation and cleaner layouts
e Quicker access to tools you use every day
e Consistency with other ACST and mapping
products

You're encouraged to explore the New View early and often—it’s built to feel familiar while
helping you work smarter and faster. To help you explore, they are offering a webinar on
Thursday, May 15 at 2pm that will tour the New View, led by their Product Manager, Jason
Mericle. Click here to register now.


https://www.westohioumc.org/news/registration-now-open-mission-u-2025
https://www.westohioumc.org/amendment-and-recommendation-information-sessions
https://www.midwestmission.org/collect-donate
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0944A5A62FA2FCC16-56710559-rise#/
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/page/files/2025 Book of Reports_final_web.pdf
mailto:usherwoc@butter.toast.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4FA9AE23A7F8C70-55955902-west#/
https://acst.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zdZu2g8fQHyOE59LAcD7Yw#/registration

TRAINING & EVENTS

Super Serve Saturday Vs ""3

Hyde Park Community UMC and the Great Miami River District
offer monthly community serve opportunities from September
through May. This day of service provides a way for families, <
multiple generations and people of all backgrounds to put their SuperSERVE
faith into action by serving in meaningful ways in the community.

NO SUPERPOWERS NECESSARY
S3 takes place on the 3rd Saturday of the month. Our next
opportunity to serve is Saturday, May 17, the last one before we break for the summer. There
are some new opportunities this month. In addition to New Life Furniture and Wesley
Foundation, there is an opportunity to help with a Habitat for Humanity house build, provide
hospitality in downtown Cincinnati and serve in Warren county at Family Promise's Heaven
and Hearth furniture ministry. Click here to learn more and sign up.

Remember, there's something for every age and ability - no superpowers necessary - just a
willing, humble and flexible spirit and heart for all! There are family friendly options, no
contact options, and options to serve at home.

We are looking to expand the reach of Super Serve Saturday to all of the counties in the Great
Miami River District. If you know of an organization that could use a helping hand, please
contact Nancy at 513.421.2057.

Immigration Resources

The United Methodist Church recognizes, embraces, and affirms
all persons, regardless of country of origin, as members of the
family of God. We urge society to "recognize the gifts,
contributions, and struggles of those who are immigrants and to
advocate for justice for all." - Social Principles

If you missed the recent webinar hosted by Director of Connection Ministries, Rev. Karen
Cook, “Immigration and the Church- Why it Matters and What’s Legal,” follow up resources
are available by clicking here. Speakers were Chris Hogan, our conference chancellor, and
Rev. Scott Hicks, a pastor and immigration attorney. Chris provided insights from a legal
perspective, helping us understand the complexities of immigration law and how faith
communities can respond within a legal framework. Scott shared personal stories and his
experience as a pastor and immigration attorney, emphasizing the challenges and
opportunities in ministry with immigrant communities. Additional resources:

Council of Bishops: Pastoral Letter Addressing Plight of Migrants, Immigrants and Refugees
Bible Study Lessons on Immigration & Refugees GBCS Home ¢ GBCS

elmmigrant Welcoming Communities.pdf

ehttps://www.umcjustice.org/documents/33

The Task Force on United Methodist Immigration Ministries of Ohio led by Rev. Emily
Kvalheim hosted a webinar Zoom panel discussion on what local churches are doing to share
God's love with migrants, asylum-seekers, refugees, and immigrants. Speakers shared the
logistics of their ministries, including programs that are offering Sanctuary, housing, food,
educational support, and other tangible services. Click here to watch the recording.

Post-Incarceration Syndrome Workshop May 12,
1lam-1pm on Zoom

Post-Incarceration Syndrome (PICS) is a psychiatric disorder
that affects individuals who have been incarcerated and then
are released back into society. It is characterized by a range of

commuhikj


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/S3May2025#/
mailto:nnewton@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/ministries/immigration-faith-action
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/newsdetail/pastoral-letter-addressing-the-immigrants-in-us-18808430
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/bible-study-lesson-on-immigration-refugees
https://www.umcjustice.org/
https://www.umcjustice.org/documents/38
https://www.umcjustice.org/documents/33
https://youtu.be/MJhMzHssOhs?si=ScIerdnd88mLdg80

psychological, emotional, and social difficulties that can arise as a result of being imprisoned.
These difficulties can include depression, anxiety, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD),
difficulty adjusting to life outside of prison, and difficulty forming and maintaining
relationships.

This workshop takes participants through the basic elements of PICS and provides the
opportunity for authentic dialogue with someone who has experience working with PICS. This
2-hour session will provide valuable insight for families who have loved ones who have come
home, pastors and outreach/mission ministry leaders, community members, and reentry
coalition members. Register here.

Foundation Offering New Resources, Clergy
Scholarships and More

Clergy and church leaders can take advantage of several
resources available from the UMFWO starting this month.

Registration is open for the Generosity Summit. This two-
day educational event offers exceptional teaching on
stewardship, church investing, legacy planning and more.
Make your plans to attend! Click here to register.

Registration is open for the 2nd online cohort of Saving Grace Clergy Edition. The free class
starts Monday, July 14 and continues once a week for 8 weeks. The course is taught by Rev.
Anna Guillozet and is for clergy only. All clergy who complete the course will receive a $250

stipend. Register here.

Special Clergy Scholarship - Eligible clergy may apply for a Clergy Financial Wellness Initiative
(CFWI) scholarship to attend both Saving Grace and Generosity Summit. Eligible clergy include
those serving in any appointment in West Ohio who can demonstrate a need due to major
life events in the past five years that have adversely affected their income; and/or lack of
access to financial literacy education during their lifetime. The scholarship provides both a
stipend of $500 for completing the Saving Grace Clergy Edition; and a free registration for the
Generosity Summit on September 15-16, including a one-night’s stay at Maumee Bay State
Park Lodge and Conference Center. Clergy may apply for the CFWI scholarship when
registering for the Saving Grace class or contact the Foundation.

May 13 — Best Practices for Church Investing webinar 7:00 p.m. The UMFWO is excited to roll
out a new resource for every church in the WOC: our Guide to Best Practices for Church
Investing. This comprehensive FAQ provides the do’s and don’t every church needs to
consider when making decisions about church investments. Bring your finance committee
and join Susan Black for a robust conversation about the new resource. Register by emailing
Andrea Grooms at agrooms@ wocumc.org and you will be provided with the Zoom link and
guide.

May 15 — Engaging Millennial and Gen Z Givers webinar 7:30 EDT. Join Rev. Dr. Ken Sloane
and guest speaker Rev. Eddie Rester, current lead pastor of Lovers Lane UMC in Dallas, Texas
for a fascinating webinar. Rev. Rester brings some great research on these generations and
you won’t want to miss his presentation. Click here to register.

For more information or questions, please contact UMFWO Executive Director Susan Black at
sblack@ wocumc.org or 380-223-9257.

Discipleship Bootcamp
May 15, Stonybrook UMC DISCIPLESHIP BOOTCAMP

Join leaders from Resurrection UMC in Kansas City on
May 15 for "Discipleship Bootcamp." Brought to you by
the Office of Missional Church Development, this is one day training is designed to help
ministry leaders create intentional pathways that guide people from curiosity to commitment



https://wocumc.zoom.us/meeting/register/dgDuJ2pwSViqBf05LNQgZw#/registration
https://umfwestohio.org/generosity-summit-2025/
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=2325
mailto:agrooms@wocumc.org
https://umcdiscipleship-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__02VEh10QM-y4AFJTi1MQg#/registration
mailto:sblack@wocumc.org

in their faith.

Discipleship is more than a program — it’s a journey. Through an encouraging opening
session, practical breakout workshops, and an engaging Q& A/brainstorming session, you’ll
gain valuable insights on reaching the non-religious, strengthening small groups, and
empowering young adults. Together, we’ll explore strategies for fostering deeper connections
and multiplying discipleship efforts in your ministry.

Come ready to celebrate, connect, and leave equipped with fresh ideas to inspire spiritual
growth in your community! Seating is limited to the first 120 people. Click here to register.

Lay Servant Ministries

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay
leadership development programs available within the
United Methodist connection. Through this equipping
and empowering system, lay servants have the
opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who
then go and make other disciples.

Classes are scheduled now for 2025. They are all either on
Zoom or offer a hybrid opportunity so no travel is required. Click
each link to learn more and sign up:
e Olentangy River District — Discover Your Spiritual Gifts (May 16-17)
e Hocking River District — Rediscovering Our Spiritual Gifts (June 6-7)
e Great Miami River — Ministry with the Forgotten: Dementia through a Spiritual Lens
(June 16, 19, 23, 26, 30)
e Hocking River District — Introduction to Lay Servant Ministries: The BASIC course
(September 12-13)
e Hocking River District — Loving People and Planet in God’s Name (October 31-
November 1)

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS

difperent brews difperent uiews

PUB THEOLOGY
Epiphany UMC Hyde Park Community UMC
Pub Theology Doppelflote in Concert
May 13 May 18
Click here for more details Click here for more details
CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below : _
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event &

Employment .
Worship Assistant - Christ UMC Classifieds
Ministry Assistant - Memorial UMC

Needed
Missing Pulpit - Epiphany UMC
Choir Robes - Middletown Christ UMC

Available


https://www.westohioumc.org/event/discipleship-bootcamp
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/olentangy-river-district-discover-your-spiritual-gifts
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/hocking-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-course-discovering-spiritual-gifts
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/great-miami-river-district-ministry-forgotten
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/hocking-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-course-basic-course
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/hocking-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-course-loving-people-and-planet-gods-name
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/event/pub-theology
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/event/doppelflote-concert
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/classifieds
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/ad-submission

Upright Piano - must pick up

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Click to view notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses from across West Ohio. Please
remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanksgiving

their life and ministry.
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