
News and Notes --- May 21, 2025

Week of Annual Conference, please note the district office will be closed Wednesday through
Friday. To contact the Superintendent with an emergency, please call 513.273.0929. There
will not be a newsletter published next week.

Rise Up, Beloved!

We are looking forward to annual conference next week and to seeing YOU there!

Clergy session will take place at 9am Wednesday and Laity session at 2pm. These events will
be held in Mees Hall where registration will take place prior to each event. Click here for a
campus map to locate Mees Hall.

Drive thru registration will be from 4-5:45pm. Opening Worship will kick off conference on
Wednesday at 7pm in the Capital Center. You can register inside beginning at 6pm.

Highlights to plan for include:
Clergy photograph stations (Wed-Sat)
Hands of Hope district donation challenge (Thu & Fri)
Connection Fair (Thu & Fri)
West Ohio author showcase (Sat)
Celebration of Commissioning, Ordination and
Retirement (Sat-Mees Hall)
Picnic in the Park (Thu evening)
Mission Dinner (ticketed event Fri evening)
Family Movie Night hosted by the City of Bexley (Fri
evening)

Click here for the Book of Reports and here for volunteer opportunities, the guest preacher
and speaker lineup, mission offering recipients and more!

General Conference Amendments up for vote at Annual Conference
We will be voting on four amendments that came out of the 2020/2024 General Conference
last year. These amendments await ratification by all the Annual Conferences of the UMC.
One to pay particular attention to is #1, Worldwide Regionalization, which would allow each
region of the church to make decisions that would best support outreach and ministry efforts
in their specific setting. This ability is already available in the central conferences;
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regionalization would bring that ability to the U.S. as well. If passed, nine regions would
compromise the UMC: one in the U.S. and eight in Africa, Europe and the Philippines. Click
here for more information.

Resources for Pastoral Transitions

Pastors moving from one church to the next need to focus
on how they can effectively conclude their ministry in the
church they are leaving, paving the way for their successor,
and on how they can get off to a good start in their next
church.

Our West Ohio Regional Missional Specialists have developed a series of videos, checklists,
discussion guides and more to assist pastors and church leaders in ensuring a healthy shift in
leadership. Click here to view the resources. You might also want to consider "50 Ways to
Improve Pastoral Transitions" published by the Lewis Center for Church Leadership for some
quick tips and reminders. And finally, check out Rev. Rebekah Simon-Peter's 4 Strategies for
Building Relationships in New Appointments.

Volunteer Demo Days at Camp Wesley
June 7, 14 & 28 from 9am-5pm

Exciting things are happening at Camp Wesley, and your help
is needed to prepare! Lake reclamation has begun, and demo
is scheduled for July. Everything that will be going away needs
to be removed from the buildings.

Regardless of skill level, there is something everyone can do to help from storage area
cleanout to trail maintenance to HVAC, plumbing and lighting. Some tools will be provided,
but if you have any that could help with the work, please bring them along. There will be
plenty of water and snacks and lunch will be provided to keep you hydrated and refreshed!

This is an exciting time in Wesley’s history! Questions? Call or email Rev. Ann Marie Carley
(amcarley@wocumc.org, 380-223-9369)

Retirement Party

You're invited to celebrate the Rev. Calvin Alston, Superintendent
of the Olentangy River District and the Rev. Linda Middelberg,
Assistant to the Bishop, on Monday June 23. They are both retiring
from many years of ministry in the West Ohio Conference.

The party will be held at the West Ohio Conference office, 32
Wesley Blvd, Worthington, OH from 4-6pm. Reservations are not
needed.

Summer Camp

Summer camp has always been a place for campers of all ages
to enjoy the outdoors, learn new skills, have exciting
experiences, and make lasting friendships, all while being
guided by skilled, creative, and compassionate staff.
East Ohio is offering a camp experience at their three sites: Camp Aldersgate, Camp Asbury,
and Camp Wanake that is open to all students. The theme at all of the camps will be "Super
Power!" At camp, youth will experience the power of the Holy Spirit working within and
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among each of us. Together we'll witness this power through the growth of the Holy Spirit's
fruit in our lives and in the lives of our friends.

Camp provides a safe environment for campers to build relationships with God, themselves,
and others; practice making good decisions; try new things and develop skills; grow as
leaders; experience positive role models; and live in Christian community. Click here to learn
more and sign up.

Clergy Financial Wellness Resource Guide

Financial issues can be a serious problem for clergy at all phases
of their ministry and can adversely impact their effectiveness,
health, and spiritual well-being. The United Methodist
Foundation of West Ohio has partnered with the WOC Office of
Ministry, the Office of Benefits & HR, Communications and
Wespath to create a new resource guide that is meant to be a comprehensive source of
information on the many resources available to assist clergy with their financial health. The
guide can be accessed online here or can be requested from the UM Foundation.

Annual Committee Reports due June 1

All report forms can be found and completed online by
logging on to the West Ohio Conference website and
navigating to MyChurch / Annual Reports / 2025, or if
you would prefer a printed copy you can click here.

STAFF/PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE
• Local Church Pastor Assessment Form
• Pastoral SPRC Assessment form
• SMART Goal Formation Plan Guide
 
TRUSTEE REPORTS
• Trustee Legal and Property Report 
• Parsonage Inspection (if applicable) - 
• Accessibility Audit
• Green Church Audit  
 
CHURCH HISTORIAN
• Local Church History Survey Form 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE
• Annual Fund Balance Report (Audit). 

Mission U 2025: Practicing Hope Together

All are invited to the West Ohio Conference United
Women in Faith's Mission u on June 27-29, 2025, at the
Bergamo Life-Long Learning Center in Beavercreek,
OH. A virtual Mission u will also be held during the
month of July. 

Mission u is co-sponsored by the West Ohio Conference United Women in Faith and the
West Ohio Conference and is a transformative educational program that encompasses both
Bible-based curricula and events. 

The program includes curriculum for adults, youth, and children to participate in dynamic
discussions, meditative worship, and reflection. Click here to learn more/register.
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TRAINING & EVENTS

Laity Retreats Coming This Summer
June 16, 23 & August 4

This spring, the West Ohio Conference Laity
Discernment Retreat drew 16 people for conversation
and learning about listening to God’s call. Led by Kim
LaRue and Barb Knight, this group has begun
responding to their call by engaging in diverse areas of
ministry. With this success, more Laity Discernment
Retreats are scheduled this Summer for June 16, 23, and August 4.

Are you someone feeling God’s call but do not know what to do next? If so, then this is the
retreat for you! At the Laity Discernment Retreats, you will:
• Talk about what your call
• Discuss the meaning of called by our baptism
• Learn how to pray for discernment
• Discover Spiritual Rhythms
• Discuss various opportunities the laity can serve their church and communities

Each virtual retreat will consist of 2 two-hour Zoom sessions and a two-hour debrief six
weeks later. During the six weeks between sessions, participants will have time to read,
reflect, and practice Spiritual Rhythms to help lead them to understand their call.
Dates (please plan to attend all 3 sessions):
• Monday, June 16, 2025, 6:30-8:30pm
• Monday, June 23, 2025, 6:30-8:30pm
• Monday, August 4, 2025, 6:30-8:30pm

For more information and to register, click here.

You're invited to join in person or online, a hopeful
gathering to explore the future of church planting
through the lens of inclusion, collaboration, and
innovation.

This event will be hosted by Trinity UMC in Grove City
on Saturday, June 21 from 3-5pm. It will feature a
keynote from Dr. Erin Edwards of Brite Divinity School

and a panel of church planters from across traditions and networks. This event will create
space for rethinking how new churches are born—with courage, cultural awareness, and deep
theological reflection.

Whether you’re planting, pastoring, discerning, or simply passionate about the future of the
Church, Planting Forward invites you into a conversation about what’s possible when we
center diversity, justice, and unity in the work of ministry and community formation. Click
here to register.

Lay Servant Ministries

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay
leadership development programs available within the
United Methodist connection. Through this equipping
and empowering system, lay servants have the
opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who
then go and make other disciples.

Classes are scheduled now for 2025. They are all either on
Zoom or offer a hybrid opportunity so no travel is required. Click

https://www.westohioumc.org/leadership/laity-discernment-retreats
https://www.joegraves.org/plantingforward#tickets


each link to learn more and sign up:
Hocking River District – Rediscovering Our Spiritual Gifts (June 6-7)
Great Miami River – Ministry with the Forgotten: Dementia through a Spiritual Lens
(June 16, 19, 23, 26, 30)
Hocking River District – Introduction to Lay Servant Ministries: The BASIC course
(September 12-13)
Hocking River District – Loving People and Planet in God’s Name (October 31-
November 1)

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS

The Gathering
Open House & Resource Fair

June 12
Click here for more details

Mosaic Church
Recovery Fest

July 19
Click here for more details

CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event

Employment
Youth Pastor - Sharonville UMC
Worship Assistant - Christ UMC
Ministry Assistant - Memorial UMC

Needed
Choir Robes - Middletown Christ UMC

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Click to view notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses from across West Ohio. Please
remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanksgiving
their life and ministry.
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