Great Miami River
e District

News and Notes --- May 14, 2025

Spring Celebration and District Meeting

Thank you, Rev. Kalamba Kilumba and John Wesley United Methodist Church, for the
outstanding hospitality you showed us last night! The homemade cookies you provided were
delicious!

We had a good crowd on hand to honor many pastoral ministry transitions, to recognize our
new Deaconess and Certified Lay Ministers, and to celebrate two new chartered churches and
several church relaunches. We said goodbye to 19 churches who will be joining the Scioto
River District on July 1 and took a moment to honor clergy and surviving spouses who have
passed this year. We discussed some of the upcoming annual conference events, learned
about the legislation we'll be voting on, and elected district officers for 2025-26.

Thank you to Karen Cook, Jimelvia Martin, Kalamba Kilumba, Jayne Lash, Leslie Hall, and John
Wesley's Praise Band and Chancel Choir for participating in the program. The celebration was
recorded and is posted on John Wesley's Facebook here.

New Covenant Consecration

"After years of prayer, persistence, and overcoming
countless challenges, this resilient faith community made
up of 6 nations speaking 10 languages (so far) was officially
consecrated as a United Methodist Church today! (May 4)

Over 170 gathered to celebrate this powerful moment,

including 40 kids and 20 youth. It was a beautiful mosaic of God’s kingdom on full display.
Huge congratulations to Pastor Alfred Arthur for leading New Covenant into a hopeful and
healthy future." -Brad Aycock, Director of Fresh Starts and New Beginnings.

Brad was in our district for the consecration on May 4th and posted those congratulations to
Pastor Alfred and the congregation on Facebook. New Covenant worships at St. Mark's UMC
in Fairfield. Rev. Bener Agtarap from Path 1 New Church Starts at Discipleship Ministries
joined the celebration as did Rev. Dr. Suzanne Allen, Bob Hyland, Chair of the Fresh Starts
committee, Rev. Stephanie Tunison and husband David Scott who is Chair of the West Ohio
Council on Finance and Administration. Congratulations!



https://www.facebook.com/JohnWesleyUMCCincinnati/videos/4044245019196676/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=4dbcf2c4-ab91-44fd-939c-0a20821fe069

Brecon United Methodist Church is celebrating 150 years! This Sunday they'll have a special
worship service at 10:30am followed by a catered lunch. Brecon is located at7388 E Kemper
Rd, Cincinnati. This is the church where the district office is located.

Elizabethtown UMC Closing

After more than two centuries of continuous worship, the
Elizabethtown Methodist Church is closing its doors. Pastors
Glen and Jayne Lash will lead their final service this Sunday.
A special celebration service will take place July 20 at 4pm
featuring music, memories, and heartfelt words from
former pastors, congregants, and community leaders.
Pastor Glenn says, "We invite the community to join us for
the final services, as we celebrate the rich history and the
many lives that have been touched here.”

To learn more about the life and ministry of Elizabethtown United Methodist Church,click
here to view the WKRC video and here for the Fox19 story.

Summer Camp

Summer camp has always been a place for campers of all ages
to enjoy the outdoors, learn new skills, have exciting
experiences, and make lasting friendships, all while being
guided by skilled, creative, and compassionate staff.

East Ohio is offering a camp experience at their three sites: Camp Aldersgate, Camp Asbury,
and Camp Wanake that is open to all students. The theme at all of the camps will be "Super
Power!" At camp, youth will experience the power of the Holy Spirit working within and
among each of us. Together we'll witness this power through the growth of the Holy Spirit's
fruit in our lives and in the lives of our friends.

Camp provides a safe environment for campers to build relationships with God, themselves,
and others; practice making good decisions; try new things and develop skills; grow as
leaders; experience positive role models; and live in Christian community. Click here to learn
more and sign up.

Mentors needed for Clergy Candidates

Are you a Deacon or Elder who finds joy in helping others
listen for God's call? You are invited to attend a Mentor B
Training Day for those interested in serving as mentors for ‘ . ! A
two ministry formation experiences offered across the East

and West Ohio Conferences.

Mentor training will be held on Wednesday, May 21 from 10am to 2pm at the West Ohio
Conference Center. Lunch is included.

This training will prepare you to serve as a mentor in one or both of these settings. Mentors
play a vital role in helping create the kind of intentional, relational space where real
discernment and growth can happen. Click here to learn more.

Mission U 2025: Practicing Hope Together .

/ United
All are invited to the West Ohio Conference United el W men
Women in Faith's Mission u on June 27-29, 2025, at the " .‘ O e
Bergamo Life-Long Learning Center in Beavercreek,


https://local12.com/news/local/historic-church-close-after-220-years-continual-service-elizabethtown-methodist-christian-christianity-congregation-history-iconic-oldest-institution-memories-membership-repairs-cost-expenses-service-mass-cincinnati-ohio
https://www.fox19.com/2025/04/14/hamilton-county-church-closing-its-doors-after-222-years/
https://www.eocumc.com/camps/2025summercamp_intro.html
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=2331

OH. A virtual Mission u will also be held during the
month of July.

Mission u is co-sponsored by the West Ohio Conference United Women in Faith and the
West Ohio Conference and is a transformative educational program that encompasses both
Bible-based curricula and events.

The program includes curriculum for adults, youth, and children to participate in dynamic
discussions, meditative worship, and reflection. Click here to learn more/register.
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PROPOSED RECOMMENDATIONS AND HANDS OF HOPE CHALLENGEASs we do
GENERAL CONFERENCE AMENDMENTS each year, we will be collecting kits and
Listening Sessions will give you more supplies for Midwest Mission Distribution
information and an opportunity to ask Center. This year Bishop Jung has created
questions. Click here to register now. the Hands of Hope Challenge, where we
see which district can contribute the most
Recommendation #1 - Rules Changes items! All kits and supplies on this
Recommendation #2 - Council on Finance webpage will be accepted.

& Administration and Budget
Recommendation #2 - Pension & Health
Recommendation #4 - Equitable
Compensation

Recommendation #5 - Building a More
Sustainable Future

Recommendation #6 - Talk Force on
LGBTQ+ Ministry

Recommendation #7 - Immigration Law &
Justice Network

ANNUAL CONFERENCE PRAYER VIGIL
Join other United Methodists from across
the West Ohio Conference in prayer as we
support the work of our Bishop and
members of our annual conference. Mark
5:35-43 is the scripture to pray over. Sign
up for a time slot here.

General Conference Amendment #1 -

Regionalization BOOK OF REPORTS AVAILABLE: Click HERE
General Conference Amendment #2 - USHERS NEEDED: email

Inclusiveness usherwoc@butter.toast.net.

General Conference Amendment #3 -

Racial Justice VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to drive golf carts,
General Conference Amendment #4 - greet, usher, operate cameras. Click HERE

Clergy Education Requirements

Missionlnsite is rolling out their brand-new user
experience today.

Get Ready to

EXPLORE

The Insights you Trust,
in a New Light

The New View features:
e A modern look and feel
e Smoother navigation and cleaner layouts
e Quicker access to tools you use every day
e Consistency with other ACST and mapping
products

You're encouraged to explore the New View early and often—it’s built to feel familiar while
helping you work smarter and faster. To help you explore, they are offering a webinar


https://www.westohioumc.org/news/registration-now-open-mission-u-2025
https://www.westohioumc.org/amendment-and-recommendation-information-sessions
https://www.midwestmission.org/collect-donate
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0944A5A62FA2FCC16-56710559-rise#/
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/page/files/2025 Book of Reports_final_web.pdf
mailto:usherwoc@butter.toast.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4FA9AE23A7F8C70-55955902-west#/

tomorrow, Thursday, May 15 at 2pm that will tour the New View, led by their Product
Manager, Jason Mericle. Click here to register now.

TRAINING & EVENTS

Equality in Action: Building Bridges for Racial Equity - A
Forum: Our Response to The Journey to Parity

Based on The State of Black Cincinnati The Journey to Parity, Urban
League of Greater Southwestern Ohio

You're invited to a Zoom meeting on Monday, May 19 at 7pm to
advance the next steps in collaboration between United
Methodists in the various areas of attention that Equality in Action
focused on - Health, Education, Criminal Justice and Housing. The webinar is hosted by the
STOP Racism, Violence, & Silence Team of the Great Miami River District. Click here to see
highlights from the March 2nd Forum.

https://zoom.us/j/91239190148?pwd=QuUn9BLjAtB5GjwudilYxAwlja93ie.1
Meeting ID: 912 3919 0148
Passcode: Godislove

You're invited to join in person or online, a hopeful
gathering to explore the future of church planting
PLANTI NG through the lens of inclusion, collaboration, and
innovation. This event will be hosted by Trinity UMC in
FORW>RD Grove City on Saturday, June 21 from 3-5pm. It will
AJucORsFC ISR K MR feature a keynote from Dr. Erin Edwards of Brite
Divinity School and a panel of church planters from
across traditions and networks. This event will create
space for rethinking how new churches are born—with courage, cultural awareness, and deep
theological reflection. Whether you’re planting, pastoring, discerning, or simply passionate
about the future of the Church, Planting Forward invites you into a conversation about what’s

possible when we center diversity, justice, and unity in the work of ministry and community
formation. Click here to register.

Super Serve Saturday
V)

Hyde Park Community UMC and the Great Miami River District
offer monthly community serve opportunities from September
through May. This day of service provides a way for families,
multiple generations and people of all backgrounds to put their SuperSERVE
faith into action by serving in meaningful ways in the community.

NO SUPERPOWERS NECESSARY
S3 takes place on the 3rd Saturday of the month. Our next
opportunity to serve is Saturday, May 17, the last one before we break for the summer. There
are some new opportunities this month. In addition to New Life Furniture and Wesley
Foundation, there is an opportunity to help with a Habitat for Humanity house build, provide
hospitality in downtown Cincinnati and serve in Warren county at Family Promise's Heaven
and Hearth furniture ministry. Click here to learn more and sign up.

Remember, there's something for every age and ability - no superpowers necessary - just a
willing, humble and flexible spirit and heart for all! There are family friendly options, no
contact options, and options to serve at home.

We are looking to expand the reach of Super Serve Saturday to all of the counties in the Great
Miami River District. If you know of an organization that could use a helping hand, please
contact Nancy at 513.421.2057.



https://acst.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zdZu2g8fQHyOE59LAcD7Yw#/registration
https://youtu.be/SuhoE_DN4Ek?si=uu15MK-Oy9yW72QX
https://zoom.us/j/91239190148?pwd=QuUn9BLjAtB5Gjwudi1YxAwlja93ie.1#success
https://www.joegraves.org/plantingforward#tickets
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/S3May2025#/
mailto:nnewton@wocumc.org

Lay Servant Ministries

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay
leadership development programs available within the
United Methodist connection. Through this equipping
and empowering system, lay servants have the
opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who
then go and make other disciples.

Classes are scheduled now for 2025. They are all either on
Zoom or offer a hybrid opportunity so no travel is required. Click
each link to learn more and sign up:
e Olentangy River District — Discover Your Spiritual Gifts (May 16-17)
e Hocking River District — Rediscovering Our Spiritual Gifts (June 6-7)
e Great Miami River — Ministry with the Forgotten: Dementia through a Spiritual Lens
(June 16, 19, 23, 26, 30)
e Hocking River District — Introduction to Lay Servant Ministries: The BASIC course
(September 12-13)
e Hocking River District — Loving People and Planet in God’s Name (October 31-
November 1)

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS

Milford First UMC Hyde Park Community UMC
Beautiful Rain Spring Concert Doppelflote in Concert
May 16-17 May 18
Click here for more details Click here for more details
CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below gon—
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event “

Employment i
Worship Assistant - Christ UMC Classifieds
Ministry Assistant - Memorial UMC

Needed
Missing Pulpit - Epiphany UMC
Choir Robes - Middletown Christ UMC

Available
Upright Piano - must pick up

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Click to view notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses from across West Ohio. Please
remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanksgiving
their life and ministry.


https://www.westohioumc.org/event/olentangy-river-district-discover-your-spiritual-gifts
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/hocking-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-course-discovering-spiritual-gifts
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/great-miami-river-district-ministry-forgotten
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/hocking-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-course-basic-course
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/hocking-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-course-loving-people-and-planet-gods-name
https://www.milfordfirstumc.org/events/clermontchoralespring2025fri
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/event/doppelflote-concert
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/classifieds
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/ad-submission
https://www.westohioumc.org/celebrations-of-life
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