Great Miami River
e District

News and Notes --- April 30, 2025

Behind Locked Doors...

This past Sunday, the lectionary invited us to read John 20:19-31, the
story of Jesus appearing to the disciples on Easter evening and then
to Thomas the following week.

Often when we read this passage, we hear about “doubting”
Thomas. As | read and reflected on it this time, | realized that this
story highlights a situation that we don’t mention as often—fear that
paralyzes us from the action God calls us to. In this passage we find that the disciples have
been hiding in fear behind locked doors for a week or more.

We can understand the confusion and fear that the disciples had on the evening of Easter.
We can understand why they locked the doors. But John tells us that even a week later, after
news of the resurrection has spread, after Jesus had appeared to them in the locked room,
after he shared his peace with them, after he breathed the Holy Spirit on them, and after he
said, “As the Father has sent me, so | send you,” we find them still gathered in the room
behind the locked doors as he appears to Thomas.

After all this experience, it seems surprising that they are still locked in this room. | often
think about Easter as a time when the disciples boldly proclaimed the resurrection, but this
passage tells a different story. It is a reminder of the power that fear has over us even amid
Spirit filled faith and clear direction from Jesus.

This reminds me how often in our own lives and churches we find ourselves, both physically
and metaphorically locked in places and spaces of fear. There are lots of reasons to be afraid
today. Culture is changing, resources are dwindling, we don’t have those in power on our
side. We are being asked to take a leap of faith, to do something new, to be a part of God’s
kingdom work in the world, to face giants, and there is no guarantee of safety or success.

Fear is a natural response to all these situations. However, fear is not there to stop us from
doing these things, but only to help us pause and reflect on why we are doing them, be aware
and more intentional in how we do them, and to keep our focus on the kin-dom vision we are
invited to be a part of.

As | wonder what helped move the disciples from the locked room where they huddled in a
state of worry and fear to the group of brave evangelists who preached to huge crowds and
sang in jail in Acts, Thomas comes to mind.

Thomas wasn’t just a doubter. Thomas was the one who earlier asked how they would know
the way to follow where Jesus was going. He the one who led the disciples in following Jesus
to Jerusalem “so that they might die with him.” | wonder if Thomas was the one who again
here, after Jesus showed him his wounds, bravely led the group out of the locked room and
into the world, to follow the way of Jesus despite their fears. He knew how because Jesus
showed them the way.

We are invited to do the same, to follow the way of Jesus, facing our internal and external
fears with faith and courage, and to help each other do so. This courage, personally and
together as the church, moves us beyond an inward, self-protective focus to an outward,
faith-filled focus that transforms the world in love, stepping beyond locked doors into places
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of unexpected abundance.

Blessings,
Suzanne

Spring Celebration

Mark your calendar for Tuesday, May 13th for the Spring
Celebration and District Conference. We will gather at The
John Wesley United Methodist Church at 7pm for this annual
event.

All are invited including clergy, lay members to Annual

Conference, and district officers. We will recognize those being ordained and commissioned,
new local pastors, retirees and many more. We will also elect members to our district
leadership teams. The church is located at 1927 W. Kemper Rd, Cincinnati 45240.

Year End Statistical Report Update w

Thank you to the Great Miami River District churches who

have completed their Annual Statistics Report on the GCFA

platform. Many reports have been started but not submitted -

please review the report and select the green "submit" in the b
upper right of the first page to finalize it.

It is vital to stress the significance of completing the necessary documentation required to
remain part of the United Methodist Church. This documentation is not merely a formality; it
is a key part of our administrative process that helps us to keep accurate records, plan
effectively, and ensure that we are meeting the needs of all our churches. By completing and
updating your information, you help us to maintain a well-organized and responsive church
community.

The information was to be completed by April 15. If you need assistance or need a printout of
the forms, reach out to Jack Frost at jfrost@ wocumc.org.

Mentors needed for Clergy Candidates

Are you a Deacon or Elder who finds joy in helping others
listen for God's call? You are invited to attend a Mentor B
Training Day for those interested in serving as mentors for ‘ 3 . / A
two ministry formation experiences offered across the East

and West Ohio Conferences.

Mentor training will be held on Wednesday, May 21st, from 10am to 2pm at the West Ohio
Conference Center. Lunch is included.

This training will prepare you to serve as a mentor in one or both of these settings. Mentors
play a vital role in helping create the kind of intentional, relational space where real
discernment and growth can happen. Click here to learn more.

Mission U 2025: Practicing Hope Together .
I United

All are invited to the West Ohio Conference United -~

Women in Faith's Mission u on June 27-29, 2025, at the " .‘ _VVO m en

Bergamo Life-Long Learning Center in Beavercreek, n FCI |t h

OH. A virtual Mission u will also be held during the

month of July.
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Mission u is co-sponsored by the West Ohio Conference United Women in Faith and the
West Ohio Conference and is a transformative educational program that encompasses both
Bible-based curricula and events.

The program includes curriculum for adults, youth, and children to participate in dynamic
discussions, meditative worship, and reflection. Click here to learn more/register.

Annual Conference 2025

Registration deadline is tomorrow, May 1
EVERYONE planning to attend must register (spouses & guests

included) MORE INFORMATION & REGISTRATION LINK R I s E

PROPOSED RECOMMENDATIONS AND GENERAL CONFERENCE _MARK U P
AMENDMENTS ’
(Watch your email for links to the listening sessions for each one) @@/ﬂ/{/&//

Recommendation #1 - Rules Changes

Recommendation #2 - Council on Finance & Administration and Budget
Recommendation #2 - Pension & Health

Recommendation #4 - Equitable Compensation

Recommendation #5 - Building a More Sustainable Future
Recommendation #6 - Talk Force on LGBTQ+ Ministry
Recommendation #7 - Immigration Law & Justice Network

General Conference Amendment #1 - Regionalization

General Conference Amendment #2 - Inclusiveness

General Conference Amendment #3 - Racial Justice

General Conference Amendment #4 - Clergy Education Requirements

NEED TO REQUEST TO BE EXCUSED?
Clergy, click here to request to be excused from Clergy Session and/or Annual Conference.

FAQ’s

Unsure what you have registered for?

You should receive a confirmation email for each event for which you have registered. You
can also view your registrations by going to www.westohioumc.org, logging in, then clicking
on "My Account" at the top of the screen, then click on "Events and Contributions" to view
your registrations.

MANY VOLUNTEERS are needed to assist with Annual Conference! If you are willing to serve
as a greeter, parking lot attendant, golf cart driver, camera operator, or assist with
transportation, please sign up here. To volunteer to usher, email usherwoc@ butter.toast.net

OUR DISTRICT still has opening for Lay Members At Large. If you are interested in serving,
please contact Nancy at nnewton@ wocumc.org.

There will be a WEST OHIO AUTHOR SHOWCASE on Saturday morning, May 31st. Any

West Ohio author who would like to make their books available for sale can do so from 7:30-
8:30am prior to the morning worship, during the morning break and over lunch. Tables are
available as space allows and must be reserved ahead of time. Contact Mariellyn Grace,
mgrace (@wocumc.org.

BISHOP JUNG WILL BE HOSTING A MISSION DINNER on Friday evening during Annual
Conference: “Sowing the Seeds of Faith.” The dinner will celebrate the connection between
the United Methodist Churches in Korea and Ohio. The event will be held in the Student
Union on the campus of Capital University, and will include appetizers, a buffet dinner, drinks
and dessert. Cost is $50 and is limited to the first 75 registrants. This dinner is open to anyone
who would like to attend! Register Here.

SUPPLIES WILL BE COLLECTED on May 29 and May 30 at the Midwest Mission truck. In order
for your donation to count towards the Hands of Hope Challenge and be counted towards
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our district's total, you'll need to FILL OUT THIS FORM and give it to the Midwest Mission
personnel at the truck. If you have questions or need more information, email Mariellyn
Grace. Hands of Hope Challenge Flyer

District Realighment e

Changes are coming to district lines to equalize the number
of churches within each district. These changes include our
Greene County churches moving to the Scioto River District
along with these churches in Clermont county: Felicity,
Laurel, Spring Grove, Batavia Faith, Emmanuel,
Williamsburg, Owensville and New Faith.

Fairfield County will move from Olentangy River District to Scioto River District. Paulding and
Putnam counties will move from Maumee River District to the Western Lakes District. Union
and Madison counties will move from Western Lakes District to Olentangy River District.

These changes become effective July 1.

TRAINING & EVENTS

Super Serve Saturday /-\3

Hyde Park Community UMC and the Great Miami River District
offer monthly community serve opportunities from September
through May. This day of service provides a way for families, <
multiple generations and people of all backgrounds to put their SuperSERVE
faith into action by serving in meaningful ways in the community. -

NOC SUPERPOWERS NECESSARY
S3 takes place on the 3rd Saturday of the month. Our next
opportunity to serve is Saturday, May 17, the last one before we break for the summer. There
are some new opportunities this month. In addition to New Life Furniture and Wesley
Foundation, there is an opportunity to help with a Habitat for Humanity house build, provide
hospitality in downtown Cincinnati and serve in Warren county at Family Promise's Heaven
and Hearth furniture ministry. Click here to learn more and sign up.

Remember, there's something for every age and ability - no superpowers necessary - just a
willing, humble and flexible spirit and heart for all! There are family friendly options, no
contact options, and options to serve at home.

We are looking to expand the reach of Super Serve Saturday to all of the counties in the Great
Miami River District. If you know of an organization that could use a helping hand, please
contact Nancy at 513.421.2057.

Immigration Resources

The United Methodist Church recognizes, embraces, and affirms
all persons, regardless of country of origin, as members of the
family of God. We urge society to "recognize the gifts,
contributions, and struggles of those who are immigrants and to
advocate for justice for all." - Social Principles

If you missed the recent webinar hosted by Director of Connection Ministries, Rev. Karen
Cook, “Immigration and the Church- Why it Matters and What’s Legal,” follow up resources
are available by clicking here. Speakers were Chris Hogan, our conference chancellor, and
Rev. Scott Hicks, a pastor and immigration attorney. Chris provided insights from a legal
perspective, helping us understand the complexities of immigration law and how faith
communities can respond within a legal framework. Scott shared personal stories and his
experience as a pastor and immigration attorney, emphasizing the challenges and
opportunities in ministry with immigrant communities. Additional resources:
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Council of Bishops: Pastoral Letter Addressing Plight of Migrants, Immigrants and Refugees
Bible Study Lessons on Immigration & Refugees GBCS Home ¢ GBCS

emmigrant Welcoming Communities.pdf

ehttps://www.umcjustice.org/documents/33

The Task Force on United Methodist Immigration Ministries of Ohio led by Rev. Emily
Kvalheim hosted a webinar Zoom panel discussion on what local churches are doing to share
God's love with migrants, asylum-seekers, refugees, and immigrants. Speakers shared the
logistics of their ministries, including programs that are offering Sanctuary, housing, food,
educational support, and other tangible services. Click here to watch the recording.

Post-Incarceration Syndrome Workshop May 12,
11am-1pm on Zoom

Post-Incarceration Syndrome (PICS) is a psychiatric disorder
that affects individuals who have been incarcerated and then
are released back into society. It is characterized by a range of
psychological, emotional, and social difficulties that can arise as a result of being imprisoned.
These difficulties can include depression, anxiety, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD),
difficulty adjusting to life outside of prison, and difficulty forming and maintaining
relationships.

commuhi&y

This workshop takes participants through the basic elements of PICS and provides the
opportunity for authentic dialogue with someone who has experience working with PICS. This
2-hour session will provide valuable insight for families who have loved ones who have come
home, pastors and outreach/mission ministry leaders, community members, and reentry
coalition members. Please register here by May 7.

Foundation Offering New Resources, Clergy
Scholarships and More

Clergy and church leaders can take advantage of several
resources available from the UMFWO starting this month.

April 1 — Registration is open for the Generosity Summit. This
two-day educational event offers exceptional teaching on
stewardship, church investing, legacy planning and more.
Make your plans to attend! Click here to register.

May 1 — Registration opens for the 2nd online cohort of Saving Grace Clergy Edition. The free
class starts Monday, July 14 and continues once a week for 8 weeks. The course is taught by
Rev. Anna Guillozet and is for clergy only. All clergy who complete the course will receive a
$250 stipend. Register online beginning May 1.

Special Clergy Scholarship - Eligible clergy may apply for a Clergy Financial Wellness Initiative
(CFWI) scholarship to attend both Saving Grace and Generosity Summit. Eligible clergy include
those serving in any appointment in West Ohio who can demonstrate a need due to major
life events in the past five years that have adversely affected their income; and/or lack of
access to financial literacy education during their lifetime. The scholarship provides both a
stipend of $500 for completing the Saving Grace Clergy Edition; and a free registration for the
Generosity Summit on September 15-16, including a one-night’s stay at Maumee Bay State
Park Lodge and Conference Center. Clergy may apply for the CFWI scholarship when
registering for the Saving Grace class or contact the Foundation.

May 13 — Best Practices for Church Investing webinar 7:00 p.m. The UMFWO is excited to roll
out a new resource for every church in the WOC: our Guide to Best Practices for Church
Investing. This comprehensive FAQ provides the do’s and don’t every church needs to
consider when making decisions about church investments. Bring your finance committee
and join Susan Black for a robust conversation about the new resource. Register by emailing
Andrea Grooms at agrooms@ wocumc.org and you will be provided with the Zoom link and
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guide.

May 15 — Engaging Millennial and Gen Z Givers webinar 7:30 EDT. Join Rev. Dr. Ken Sloane
and guest speaker Rev. Eddie Rester, current lead pastor of Lovers Lane UMC in Dallas, Texas
for a fascinating webinar. Rev. Rester brings some great research on these generations and
you won’t want to miss his presentation. Click here to reqister.

For more information or questions, please contact UMFWO Executive Director Susan Black at
sblack@ wocumc.org or 380-223-9257.

Discipleship Bootcamp
May 15, Stonybrook UMC DISCIPLESHIP BOOTCAMP

Join leaders from Resurrection UMC in Kansas City on
May 15 for "Discipleship Bootcamp." Brought to you by
the Office of Missional Church Development, this is one day training is designed to help
ministry leaders create intentional pathways that guide people from curiosity to commitment
in their faith.

Discipleship is more than a program — it’s a journey. Through an encouraging opening
session, practical breakout workshops, and an engaging Q& A/brainstorming session, you’ll
gain valuable insights on reaching the non-religious, strengthening small groups, and
empowering young adults. Together, we’ll explore strategies for fostering deeper connections
and multiplying discipleship efforts in your ministry.

Come ready to celebrate, connect, and leave equipped with fresh ideas to inspire spiritual
growth in your community! Seating is limited to the first 120 people. Click here to register.

Lay Servant Ministries

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay
leadership development programs available within the
United Methodist connection. Through this equipping
and empowering system, lay servants have the
opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who
then go and make other disciples.

Classes are scheduled now for 2025. They are all either on
Zoom or offer a hybrid opportunity so no travel is required. Click
each link to learn more and sign up:
e Olentangy River District — Discover Your Spiritual Gifts (May 16-17)
e Hocking River District — Rediscovering Our Spiritual Gifts (June 6-7)
e Great Miami River — Ministry with the Forgotten: Dementia through a Spiritual Lens
(June 16, 19, 23, 26, 30)
e Hocking River District — Introduction to Lay Servant Ministries: The BASIC course
(September 12-13)
e Hocking River District — Loving People and Planet in God’s Name (October 31-
November 1)

SCD: Laity Boot CampOctober 23-25, Kenosha, WI

Discipleship Ministries is thrilled to introduce SCD: Laity Boot
Camp, building on the success of the 2024 SCD
(SEE//CREATE//DISCIPLE) held in Chicago. The event united
church leaders from across the globe for a meaningful time of
learning, worship, and renewed inspiration.

Laity Boot Camp 2025 promises to be more than just another conference; it is a two-day
event aimed at rekindling your passion for making a positive impact in your local church and
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community.

Click here to learn more.

Ohio Methodist Historical Society Convocation and Annual
Meeting, May 2-3, 2025
Ontario United Methodist Church

This year marks the 186th gathering of the Ohio Methodist Historical
Society and a weekend of exciting events are planned May 2-3.
Highlights include touring the Ohio State Historical

Reformatory and the Bible Walk Museum. You don't have to be a
member to participate.

The theme is "Telling Our Faith Story". We all have opportunities to tell our faith story,
sharing how God has worked in our lives. This weekend's events will highlight several ways to
tell our story through art and photography.

For more information, contact Mary Ann Stotts at 419.295.9559. Learn more here.

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS

difperent brews difperent views

PUB THEOLOGY
Rev. Jim Waugh on Zoom Epiphany UMC
When Kids Come Out Pub Theology
May 7 & 14 May 13
Click here for more details Click here for more details
CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below g
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event &

Employment "
Worship Assistant - Christ UMC Classifieds
Ministry Assistant - Memorial UMC

Needed
Missing Pulpit - Epiphany UMC
Choir Robes - Middletown Christ UMC

Available
Upright Piano - must pick up

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Click to view notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses from across West Ohio. Please
remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanksgiving
their life and ministry.
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