
News and Notes --- April 23, 2025

Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

These words were proclaimed with joy in our congregations and by
Christians around the world this past Easter Sunday. They are words
of hope that remind us of who we are. We are Easter people.
   
Easter is the core of who we are as Christians. Good Friday is only a
part of the story. It doesn’t take on its full significance without the
rest of the story, the victorious resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter
morning. On Easter morning we proclaim the victory for God, for good, for life, for love, for us
through faith.
    
The question that faces us on Easter Monday and each of the days that follow is, Will we live
as Easter people each day, clinging to the hope and joy of the resurrection and allowing it to
be the primary influence in our thoughts, words, and actions? When the challenges and
burdens of our daily life and the injustices of the world around us seem to be increasing, it is
easy to slip into a somber hopelessness.
    
Living as Easter people means that while we experience the pain and stark reality of Good
Friday in our lives and our world, even more so, we trust God through it, never giving up hope
that resurrection and new life are possible. This hope and confidence in God fills us with a joy
that has the power to transform us and the world around us. This joy fills us with an energy
that resists all that is the opposite of Easter life and unconditional love.
    
It is because of this joy of Easter and trust in the transforming power of the resurrection that
we can live out our baptismal vows daily and “accept the freedom and power God gives us to
resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves.”   
    
Easter is more than one day. Easter is a way of life. As we walk through the next fifty days, the
“Great 50 Days” of Eastertide and beyond, may we embrace living as Easter people. May we
continue to proclaim through our words, our actions, and our attitudes, Christ is risen
indeed. 

Alleluia!
Suzanne  

Spring Celebration

Mark your calendar for Tuesday, May 13th for the Spring
Celebration and District Conference. We will gather at The
John Wesley United Methodist Church at 7pm for this annual
event.

All are invited including clergy, lay members to Annual
Conference, and district officers. We will recognize those being ordained and commissioned,
new local pastors, retirees and many more. We will also elect members to our district
leadership teams. The church is located at 1927 W. Kemper Rd, Cincinnati 45240.

http://www.johnwesleychurch.com
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=7c4144bb-ed32-4a28-8e5a-7f6465d3c5ca


Mission U 2025: Practicing Hope Together

All are invited to the West Ohio Conference United
Women in Faith's Mission u on June 27-29, 2025, at the
Bergamo Life-Long Learning Center in Beavercreek,
OH. A virtual Mission u will also be held during the
month of July. 

Mission u is co-sponsored by the West Ohio Conference United Women in Faith and the
West Ohio Conference and is a transformative educational program that encompasses both
Bible-based curricula and events. 

The program includes curriculum for adults, youth, and children to participate in dynamic
discussions, meditative worship, and reflection. Click here to learn more/register.

Annual Conference is May 28-31, 2025

The 56th session of the West Ohio Conference will be held May 28 -
May 31, again this year at Capital University in Bexley. This will be the
first Ohio Episcopal Area annual conference in which Bishop Hee-Soo
Jung presides. Learn more.

PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED for Annual Conference for all clergy
members, lay members, and guests. THE DEADLINE TO REGISTER IS
MAY 1st, and you must register by April 15th in order to receive a
printed Book of Reports. If you have still need to register, you can do
so here:
Annual Conference Registration Link

FAQ’s
Unsure what you have registered for? 
You should receive a confirmation email for each event for which you have registered. You
can also view your registrations by going to www.westohioumc.org, logging in, then clicking
on "My Account" at the top of the screen, then click on "Events and Contributions" to view
your registrations.

NEED TO REQUEST TO BE EXCUSED?
Clergy, click here to request to be excused from Clergy Session and/or Annual Conference. 

MANY VOLUNTEERS are needed to assist with Annual Conference! If you are willing to serve
as a greeter, parking lot attendant, golf cart driver, camera operator, or assist with
transportation, please sign up here. To volunteer to usher, email usherwoc@butter.toast.net 

OUR DISTRICT still has opening for Lay Members At Large.  If you are interested in serving,
please contact Nancy at nnewton@wocumc.org.

BISHOP JUNG WILL BE HOSTING A MISSION DINNER on Friday evening during Annual
Conference: “Sowing the Seeds of Faith.” The dinner will celebrate the connection between
the United Methodist Churches in Korea and Ohio. The event will be held in the Student
Union on the campus of Capital University, and will include appetizers, a buffet dinner, drinks
and dessert. Cost is $50 and is limited to the first 75 registrants. This dinner is open to anyone
who would like to attend! Register Here. 

SUPPLIES WILL BE COLLECTED on May 29 and May 30 at the Midwest Mission truck. In order
for your donation to count towards the Hands of Hope Challenge and be counted towards
our district's total, you'll need to FILL OUT THIS FORM and give it to the Midwest Mission
personnel at the truck. If you have questions or need more information, email Mariellyn
Grace. Hands of Hope Challenge Flyer

TRAINING & EVENTS

https://www.westohioumc.org/news/registration-now-open-mission-u-2025
https://www.westohioumc.org/annual-conference/annual-conference-2025-rise-beloved
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/annual-conference-2025
https://u4527000.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.a5G2T13sgUFkfpEgtHCHWk-2BX32YmMkCH4F77-2Bo3U5q3FS-2F7JJBvBvcZJIcGoEXkdcVq4SmQnFqqrocSN0pfMnYWwRCMTDMCfK3o064Tm-2Bok-3DSFtt_3sBMHoK6d4xzGodc9MvQrRPmUevF5oSqpLVptSMWzS5BjKYFhs9G9RkG1einzIQlD73M51ZSUK1EXO9RwoqnkvN9VtS74KlFotkGA-2BFAFZOaLGsaOXT-2B7HaeModFxz87-2Fg56E0Lwk-2BTEWjkVuTHIPEPhSKv5Ex21y1Cfcn2Gjr1GjOFNuEMYcbsb8nz-2ByvJ3O-2BhZbU8BMbjRKhot7JPcjLrvRaHoUtNsyKyb2tyJylmlpL8elN24-2BRaneoGOYbrdo5UMJKj75Zikhf5uNjxDQi2MVeQhEvN7JHnlJirE30U-3D
https://u4527000.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.a5G2T13sgUFkfpEgtHCHWk-2BX32YmMkCH4F77-2Bo3U5q3FS-2F7JJBvBvcZJIcGoEXkdyhZfmk-2BZjJuuc3-2B-2Bv9gl5DgyUiKP2ntKiyieZzslh-2BY-3DtiyI_3sBMHoK6d4xzGodc9MvQrRPmUevF5oSqpLVptSMWzS5BjKYFhs9G9RkG1einzIQlD73M51ZSUK1EXO9RwoqnkvN9VtS74KlFotkGA-2BFAFZOaLGsaOXT-2B7HaeModFxz87-2Fg56E0Lwk-2BTEWjkVuTHIPB3HlezlqS9u-2B6oPitntAhaq5vRNMtojlq-2BRA2xzoaaGqjFbV6Hvp6nHNNLeIUV3n7HmwocP6Z-2FcmSJbbDnlnasLZvdckuPPIXXe7Ry0tgLkadFFapbsiTNrwJeI85aFDz0nrA8IJKtft8m9p2-2BE8c0-3D
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4FA9AE23A7F8C70-55955902-west#/
mailto:usherwoc@butter.toast.net
mailto:nnewton@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/mission-dinner-may-30th
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/page/files/Hands of Hope Tally Sheet.docx
mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/page/files/Hands Challenge flyer.pdf


Foundation Offering New Resources, Clergy
Scholarships and More

Clergy and church leaders can take advantage of several
resources available from the UMFWO starting this month.

April 1 – Registration is open for the Generosity Summit. This
two-day educational event offers exceptional teaching on
stewardship, church investing, legacy planning and more.
Make your plans to attend! Click here to register.

May 1 – Registration opens for the 2nd online cohort of Saving Grace Clergy Edition. The free
class starts Monday, July 14 and continues once a week for 8 weeks. The course is taught by
Rev. Anna Guillozet and is for clergy only. All clergy who complete the course will receive a
$250 stipend. Register online beginning May 1.

Special Clergy Scholarship - Eligible clergy may apply for a Clergy Financial Wellness Initiative
(CFWI) scholarship to attend both Saving Grace and Generosity Summit. Eligible clergy include
those serving in any appointment in West Ohio who can demonstrate a need due to major
life events in the past five years that have adversely affected their income; and/or lack of
access to financial literacy education during their lifetime. The scholarship provides both a
stipend of $500 for completing the Saving Grace Clergy Edition; and a free registration for the
Generosity Summit on September 15-16, including a one-night’s stay at Maumee Bay State
Park Lodge and Conference Center. Clergy may apply for the CFWI scholarship when
registering for the Saving Grace class or contact the Foundation.

May 13 – Best Practices for Church Investing webinar 7:00 p.m. The UMFWO is excited to roll
out a new resource for every church in the WOC: our Guide to Best Practices for Church
Investing. This comprehensive FAQ provides the do’s and don’t every church needs to
consider when making decisions about church investments. Bring your finance committee
and join Susan Black for a robust conversation about the new resource. Register by emailing
Andrea Grooms at agrooms@wocumc.org and you will be provided with the Zoom link and
guide. 

May 15 – Engaging Millennial and Gen Z Givers webinar 7:30 EDT. Join Rev. Dr. Ken Sloane
and guest speaker Rev. Eddie Rester, current lead pastor of Lovers Lane UMC in Dallas, Texas
for a fascinating webinar. Rev. Rester brings some great research on these generations and
you won’t want to miss his presentation. Click here to register. 

For more information or questions, please contact UMFWO Executive Director Susan Black at
sblack@wocumc.org or 380-223-9257. 

New Retirement Plan Featured In Upcoming
Webinar

You are invited to "Live from Wespath 2025: A Virtual
UMC Event" on Wednesday, April 30, 11am- 3pm CST (12pm EST).

This no-cost virtual event exclusively for UMC clergy and laity features information and
insights from Wespath about the new Compass clergy retirement plan, investments, benefits,
and well-being to help you better navigate your daily life and the general UMC environment.
Compass, the new UMC clergy retirement plan, is launching January 1, 2026. 

Click here to learn more and register. 

Discipleship Bootcamp
May 15, Stonybrook UMC

Join leaders from Resurrection UMC in Kansas City on
May 15 for "Discipleship Bootcamp." Brought to you by

https://umfwestohio.org/generosity-summit-2025/
mailto:agrooms@wocumc.org
https://umcdiscipleship-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__02VEh10QM-y4AFJTi1MQg#/registration
mailto:sblack@wocumc.org
https://www.wespath.org/events/live-from-wespath-(1)


the Office of Missional Church Development, this is one day training is designed to help
ministry leaders create intentional pathways that guide people from curiosity to commitment
in their faith.

Discipleship is more than a program — it’s a journey. Through an encouraging opening
session, practical breakout workshops, and an engaging Q&A/brainstorming session, you’ll
gain valuable insights on reaching the non-religious, strengthening small groups, and
empowering young adults. Together, we’ll explore strategies for fostering deeper connections
and multiplying discipleship efforts in your ministry.

Come ready to celebrate, connect, and leave equipped with fresh ideas to inspire spiritual
growth in your community! Seating is limited to the first 120 people. Click here to register.

Lay Servant Ministries

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay
leadership development programs available within the
United Methodist connection. Through this equipping
and empowering system, lay servants have the
opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who
then go and make other disciples.

Classes are scheduled now for 2025. They are all either on
Zoom or offer a hybrid opportunity so no travel is required. Click
each link to learn more and sign up:

Olentangy River District – Discover Your Spiritual Gifts (May 16-17)
Hocking River District – Rediscovering Our Spiritual Gifts (June 6-7)
Great Miami River – Ministry with the Forgotten: Dementia through a Spiritual Lens
(June 16, 19, 23, 26, 30)
Hocking River District – Introduction to Lay Servant Ministries: The BASIC course
(September 12-13)
Hocking River District – Loving People and Planet in God’s Name (October 31-
November 1)

SCD: Laity Boot CampOctober 23-25, Kenosha, WI

Discipleship Ministries is thrilled to introduce SCD: Laity Boot
Camp, building on the success of the 2024 SCD
(SEE//CREATE//DISCIPLE) held in Chicago. The event united
church leaders from across the globe for a meaningful time of
learning, worship, and renewed inspiration.

Laity Boot Camp 2025 promises to be more than just another conference; it is a two-day
event aimed at rekindling your passion for making a positive impact in your local church and
community. 

Click here to learn more.

Ministry Mondays: Restorative Practices and
Listening Circles

Restorative practices allow for brave spaces to be created so
that healing can take place for those who have been harmed.
Listening circles are a practical restorative practice that
explores emotional connection around difficult topics. They are useful in surfacing fear,
shame, and stigma that keep people from belonging in their own communities.

This month on Ministry Mondays, we will discuss restorative practices and engage in an actual
listening circle to learn how to utilize the tool within your own ministry context.

https://www.westohioumc.org/event/discipleship-bootcamp
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/olentangy-river-district-discover-your-spiritual-gifts
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/hocking-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-course-discovering-spiritual-gifts
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/great-miami-river-district-ministry-forgotten
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/hocking-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-course-basic-course
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/hocking-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-course-loving-people-and-planet-gods-name
https://newsletters.umcdiscipleship.org/scd-laity-boot-camp


Monday, April 28, beginning at 7:00pm on ZOOM. There is no cost. Register here.
 
Questions and requests for the ZOOM link can be directed to Jami Nathan, AIC Ministries
Coordinator, at 419-591-9717.  

Ohio Methodist Historical Society Convocation and Annual
Meeting, May 2-3, 2025
Ontario United Methodist Church

This year marks the 186th gathering of the Ohio Methodist Historical
Society and a weekend of exciting events are planned May 2-3.
Highlights include touring the Ohio State Historical
Reformatory and the Bible Walk Museum. You don't have to be a
member to participate.

The theme is "Telling Our Faith Story". We all have opportunities to tell our faith story,
sharing how God has worked in our lives. This weekend's events will highlight several ways to
tell our story through art and photography.

For more information, contact Mary Ann Stotts at 419.295.9559. Learn more here.

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS

Rev. Jim Waugh on Zoom
When Kids Come Out

April 23 & 30, May 7 & 14
Click here for more details

Epiphany UMC
Pub Theology

May 13
Click here for more details

CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event

Employment
Children's Ministry Coordinator - Hyde Park Community UMC
Youth Ministry Coordinator - Hyde Park Community UMC
Worship Assistant - Christ UMC
Ministry Assistant - Memorial UMC

Needed
Missing Pulpit - Epiphany UMC
Choir Robes - Middletown Christ UMC

Available
Upright Piano - must pick up

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Click to view notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses from across West Ohio. Please

https://wocumc.zoom.us/meeting/register/iGbm_iooRN2dxfhYPEaqrw#/registration
mailto:jami.nathan.22@gmail.com
mailto:ma215stotts@gmail.com
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/event/when-kids-come-out
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/event/pub-theology
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/classifieds
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/ad-submission
https://www.westohioumc.org/celebrations-of-life


remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanksgiving
their life and ministry.
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