
News and Notes --- March 19, 2025

Called to Serve

The District Committee on Ministry met at the District
office today to support candidates who are exploring
and living out their call to ministry.

The team met with several local pastors to renew their
license. They also met with three members of the
Certified Lay Ministry Academy as they celebrate the
completion of their course work.  They also met with several candidates for an introductory
interview and to recommend them to attend the Candidacy Summit. 

The Candidacy process begins by meeting with your pastor to read and discuss the book, “The
Christian as Minister.” The next step is to reach out to your DS with a request to begin the
process. The steps in the process are outlined on the conference website
at: https://www.westohioumc.org/leadership/clergy-leadership-development. We appreciate
those who serve on the DCOM and those who are serving in ministry in many ways. 

If you are interested in the candidacy process or serving on DCOM, please let me know. 
Blessings!
Suzanne 

What?! Districts are realigning?

There is nothing permanent except change, Heraclitus

The Great Miami River District will be saying goodbye to
Greene county and 8 eastern Clermont county churches
on July 1st with a district realignment. These churches
will be welcomed into the Scioto River District family of
churches along with churches in Fairfield county on July 1st. Additional moves include
Paulding and Putnam counties moving from the Maumee River District to the Western Lakes
District and Union and Madison counties moving from Western Lakes to the Olentangy River.

These changes are coming to district lines in order to equalize the number of churches within
each district.

Annual Conference is May 28-31, 2025

The 56th session of the West Ohio Conference will be held May 28 -
May 31, again this year at Capital University in Bexley. This will be the
first Ohio Episcopal Area annual conference in which Bishop Hee-Soo
Jung presides. Learn more.

​The theme for the session is Rise Up, Beloved: Trust in God’s Promises,
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inspired by Mark 5:35-43, where Jesus encourages Jairus, a synagogue
leader, to have faith that his deceased daughter will be raised from the
dead. Members can register by clicking here. The deadline is May 1st.

Members at large are needed to represent the Great Miami River
District. If you are interested in serving, please contact Nancy Newton
at nnewton@wocumc.org.

As we do every year at Annual Conference, West Ohio Disaster
Response Ministries will be collecting kits and supplies for Midwest
Mission Distribution Center, a cooperating depot in the UMCOR relief
supply network. However, this year's collection will also include
Bishop Jung's Hands of Hope Challenge, where we see which district
can contribute the most items! All kits and supplies on this
webpage will be accepted. Let's make sure we welcome Bishop Jung
with Hands of Hope!

Supplies will be collected on May 29 and May 30 at the Midwest Mission truck on site at the
Capital Center.  In order for your donation to count towards our district's total, you'll need to
FILL OUT THIS FORM and give it to the Midwest Mission personnel at the truck. If you have
questions or need more information, email Mariellyn Grace.

Hands of Hope Challenge Flyer
Midwest Mission Flyer

Wesley Foundation of Cincinnati is Celebrating 100 years of ministry!

Executive Director Rev. Becky Schofield Motter, Wesley's Board of Directors, and students are
so very grateful to the many churches and individuals who have supported them over the
years.

Wesley alums - share your stories and memories! Please post on your socials and include the
hashtag #CincyWesley100.

Annual Committee Reports
Due June 1
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STAFF/PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE
The Local Church Pastor Assessment Form, which
should be completed by the pastor
The Pastoral SPRC Assessment form, which should
be completed by the SPRC
The SMART Goal Formation Plan Guide, which
should be completed by the pastor and the SPRC
together

​TRUSTEE REPORTS
The Trustee Legal and Property Report – This report should be presented at the
church’s fall annual conference and can be completed online.
The Parsonage Inspection (if applicable) - Note that the Parsonage Inspection Form
also requires the signature of the SPRC Chairperson. You can find the parsonage
standards here. This report can be completed online.
An Accessibility Audit, which is required in the Book of Discipline. This report can be
completed online.
The Green Church Audit, which is required per General Conference action in 2024. This
report should be completed then uploaded online.  

CHURCH HISTORIAN
The West Ohio Conference Commission on Archives and History is requesting that each
congregation in the West Ohio Conference submit an updated Local Church History Survey
Form this spring. If you currently don’t have a recorded church history or a Church Historian,
please involve your members who may best recall your church’s history and start the
documentation process. 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE
Annual Fund Balance Report (Audit). Please take this report and financial review process
seriously. When there is mismanagement of funds it is not only the dollar loss that is
significant, but the loss of credibility, energy for ministry, and focus on making disciples of
Jesus Christ, as well. Remember that this Fund Balance Report should be done by someone
who does not have access to incoming or outgoing funds.  

All report forms can be found by logging on to the West Ohio Conference website and
navigating to MyChurch / Annual Reports, or if you would prefer a printed copy, contact
Nancy.

The Future of the United Methodist Church

What does the post-pandemic and post-disaffiliation UMC
look like? Jessica Anschutz speaks with Lewis Center Director
Doug Powe and Senior Consultant Lovett Weems, who
discuss the challenges and opportunities facing the UMC.

They believe that to remain vital, the UMC must balance
sustaining traditional practices with disruptive innovation to
connect with underserved communities while fostering
spiritual growth and inclusivity. 

Watch episode | Read in-depth interview | Listen to episode

TRAINING & EVENTS

All In Community March 24 Ministry Monday:
Creating Brave Space, 7pm on Zoom

The pillars of restorative justice build upon the what of
putting things right through the lens of addressing the
universal needs of human dignity. But how do you move to
the next step and create an environment that allows for
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healing to begin?
 
This month on the Ministry Monday Zoom, we will gain an understanding and begin
developing the nuanced components needed to help you create a brave space within your
own ministry context. 

ADVANCED REGISTRATION is APPRECIATED. Click now: https://qrco.de/bfmNpW

Questions and requests for the Zoom link can be directed to Jami Nathan, AIC Ministries
Coordinator, by email (jami.nathan.22@gmail.com) or by phone (419-591-9717).  

Immigration and the Church

You're invited to a webinar on March 26 from 2-3:30pm called
"Immigration and the Church - Why it Matters and What's
Legal."

The webinar will be hosted by Rev. Karen Cook, Director of
Connectional Ministries. Presenters include Rev. Scott Hicks, Immigration Attorney and Pastor
from the Great Miami River District and Mr. Chris Hogan, legal counsel for the West Ohio
Conference of the United Methodist Church. Click here to register.

 
Migrant Ministries Zoom Panel Discussion

Please join the Task Force on United Methodist Immigration Ministries of Ohio for a Zoom
panel discussion on what local churches are doing to share God's love with migrants, asylum-
seekers, refugees, and immigrants. The Zoom meeting will take place on April 2 from 1-2pm.
Speakers will share the logistics of their ministries, including programs that are offering
Sanctuary, housing, food, educational support, and other tangible services.

To register for the event and to receive the Zoom link, click here to register.

Deacon Formation Event
Building Community - The Font & Table 
Thursday, March 27 from 10am - 2:30pm

Deacons across all stages of ministry—including
provisional, full, and retired —as well as inquiring and
certified deacon candidates are invited for a day of
learning at the West Ohio Conference Center on March 27. Together, you will explore how
deacons serve as bridges in the church and world, particularly in leading through the
sacraments and fostering communion.

Your time together will include:
Interactive sessions and discussions.
Best practices for engaging in ministry at the font and table.
Opportunities to connect with other deacons and candidates in a supportive
community.

Register here. Hurry! Registration ends March 20th.

Lay Servant Ministries

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay
leadership development programs available within the United
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Methodist connection. Through this equipping and empowering
system, lay servants have the opportunity to grow as disciples of
Jesus Christ who then go and make other disciples

Classes are scheduled now for 2025. They are all either on
Zoom or offer a hybrid opportunity so no travel is required. Click
each link to learn more and sign up.
 

Great Miami River District – Public Prayer (March 30, April 1, 3,
6, 8)
 
Olentangy River District – Introduction to Lay Servant Ministries: The BASIC course (April 4-5) 

Olentangy River District – Discover Your Spiritual Gifts (May 16-17)
 
Hocking River District – Rediscovering Our Spiritual Gifts (June 6-7)

Great Miami River – Ministry with the Forgotten: Dementia through a Spiritual Lens (June 16,
19, 23, 26, 30)
 
Hocking River District – Introduction to Lay Servant Ministries: The BASIC course (September
12-13)
 
Hocking River District – Loving People and Planet in God’s Name (October 31-November 1)

View the 2025 LSM calendar by clicking here. 

District Confirmation Connection
April 6, 2025

Confirmation leaders, you are invited to bring your confirmation
students to the Confirmation Connection at First UMC in Franklin
on April 6 from 3-5:30pm.

Last year’s Confirmation Retreat with Bishop Palmer was a really
special event for our students. Many of you have asked whether
that event would take place again this year. Due to Bishop Jung’s
commitment to the days on the district and visiting all churches in both the East and West
Ohio Conference, he will not be able to host the event this year. Instead, we will host these
events by District. The students will get to spend time with their District Superintendent and
other conference leaders, and have the opportunity to interact with students and leaders
from other UM churches in the area to better understand what it means to be a United
Methodist.

Hosted by our West Ohio Conference Next Gen Engagement team, students will learn about
our UMC connection, participate in a mission project, an art project, worship, food, and fun to
bring our connection to life. Learn more and register here.

Early Response Team Training
April 12, 2025 at Aley UMC
Early Response Team Training is an eight-hour basic class
designed to teach ways to assist survivors of natural
disasters in their time of need.
 
Attendees will learn how to provide a Christian presence while taking steps to prevent further
damage to the family's personal property; this may include tarping, debris removal, cleaning
out flooded homes, etc. The cost is $40/person. Register here no later than April 8.
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Super Serve Saturday - A Monthly Serve Opportunity

Hyde Park Community UMC and the Great Miami River District
offer monthly community serve opportunities from September
through May. This day of service provides a way for families,
multiple generations, small groups, youth groups, friends and
people of all backgrounds to put their faith into action by serving in
the community.

S3 takes place on the 3rd Saturday of the month. Our next
opportunity to serve is on Holy Saturday, April 19. There are 3 volunteer activities for people
to choose from at two locations - New Life Furniture Bank and Wesley Foundation in
Cincinnati. Click here to see what they are and sign up for April 19. Remember, there's
something for every age and ability - no superpowers necessary - just a willing, humble and
flexible spirit and heart for all!

We'd like to expand the reach of Super Serve Saturday to all of the counties in the Great
Miami River District. If you know of an organization that could use a helping hand, contact
Nancy at 513.421.2057.

Expanding Connection Book Club

You are invited to join the Expanding Connection Book Club to read and
discuss Under The Skin by Linda Villarosa. The virtual discussion will be
held via Zoom on Tuesday, April 22, 7-8:30pm. 
 
Under The Skin is written by the award-winning writer at the New York
Times Magazine 1619 Project contributor. Under The Skin is a landmark
book that tells the full story of racial health disparities in America,
revealing the toll racism takes on individuals and the health of our
nation. Click here to register.

Green Church Training
April 23, 2025

The East Ohio Conference is excited to present Green Church Training
on Sunday, February 23, from 4:00pm-7:00pm at Ashland UMC 220
Sandusky St, Ashland.
 
Green Church Training includes Biblical, Wesleyan, and United
Methodist teachings on creation care and provides a solid foundation for moving your church
toward green solutions.

The training must be attended by at least two people from each church. After completing the
training, churches will either create a Green Team or complete a green project at their
church. The cost of the training is $50 for a church team of two people. Register here by April
15.

Ohio Methodist Historical Society Convocation
and Annual Meeting May 2-3, 2025
Ontario United Methodist Church

This year marks the 186th gathering of the Ohio Methodist
Historical Society and a weekend of exciting events are planned
May 2-3. Highlights include touring the Ohio State Historical
Reformatory and the Bible Walk Museum. You don't have to be a
member to participate.
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The theme is "Telling Our Faith Story". We all have opportunities to tell our faith story,
sharing how God has worked in our lives. This weekend's events will highlight several ways to
tell our story through art and photography.

For more information, contact Mary Ann Stotts at 419.295.9559. Learn more here.

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS

New Day UMC
A Night of Comedy

March 29
Click here for more details

Epiphany UMC
Measure a Year Cabaret

April 4-5
Click here for more details

CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event

Employment
Ministry Assistant - Memorial UMC
Youth Director - Ware's Chapel UMC
Instrumentalist - Aldersgate UMC
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries - Shiloh UMC

Needed
Choir Robes - Middletown Christ UMC

Available
Choir and Handbell Music- Resurrection Mason UMC

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses are posted on the West Ohio Conference
website under “Celebrations of Life." Click here to view.
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