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News and our Bibles go Hand in Hand

What do our news sources tell us about the world around us? How do
they influence our response? These are important questions for us to
reflect on as Christians. Many years ago, Karl Barth encouraged
Christians to keep the newspaper in one hand and our Bible in the
other, reading them and keeping them in conversation with each
other.

With so many news sources today offering very specific and differing perspectives, this
invitation becomes even more important and challenging. As we quickly skim the news
headlines that appear on our phone or computer, or on our preferred channel or newspaper,
are we following Barth’s direction so that we can understand and interpret those larger
stories in relationship with the scripture? Before we get upset about the latest headline, or
quickly reply to a social media post, Barth’s instruction encourages us to pray and consider
what the words and witness of Jesus have to say on that topic.

It wasn’t too many years ago that there were a number of significant situations reported on
the news that challenged us to acknowledge, as a country and people of faith, that we had a
lot more work to do in understanding the ways that racism functions in our country and
within us. The deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Sandra Bland, and others challenged
us to reflect and take the next steps of standing against racism and working together in ways
that shift our culture so that everyone feels safe and has the opportunity to live, learn, and
work in ways that are fair and just.

As people of faith, we didn’t just follow our news source or
politicians on this. We considered all of this in relationship to the
Bible and Jesus’ example in which he welcomed all into
community and proclaimed abundant life for all. We held the
news stories in one hand and our Bible in the other hand and
realized that we are called to be an active part of creating God’s
beloved community in our city by proclaiming and working toward
abundant life for all. The District Stop Racism Task Force began
meeting and leading us to do this and has continued to meet since

then.

Today the news has shifted. There is a sense from some that this work is not wanted or
needed. Again, this is an opportunity to hold our Bibles in one hand and the news in the
other, to ask what it all means, and to prayerfully reflect on the words and witness of Jesus
who proclaims abundant life for all. Jesus invites everyone to join him at the table, to be a
part of God’s kingdom, and to create a place of safety and belonging for all. 

What we know is that this isn’t easy work. Learning is hard work and takes time and
commitment. Unlearning takes even more. While we believe in beloved community and
safety and belonging for all, it only comes about when we are a part of the work. 

This Sunday afternoon the Great Miami River District Stop Racism,
Violence, and Silence Team is hosting an event at New Vision UMC
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titled: “Equality in Action: Building Bridges of Racial Equity” in
which we have the opportunity to hear about the Urban League’s
2024 Report on the State of Black Cincinnati. 

Even if you don’t live in the city of Cincinnati, attending and
learning is a part of the work we are invited to do as we seek God’s
kingdom and righteousness, and to continue to create a world
where everyone experiences safety and belonging. I hope you will
join us.

Blessings,
Suzanne

Heartfelt thanks!

To all who joined us this past Saturday at Monroe UMC -
thank you! It was a great day of worship, learning,
fellowship, and celebration. We were very blessed to
welcome Bishop Jung to our district and to learn from his
teaching on Mark 2:1-12, the healing of the man who was
brought by his four friends to Jesus.    

The day began with the gathering of clergy. Rev. Karen Cook, Director of Connectional
Ministries, shared a powerful message during the opening worship about barriers to
belonging, especially in the church, based on the text from Mark 2.

The lay leaders gathered in the afternoon for training
with Julie Carter, Conference Director of Faith Formation
and Lay Servant Ministries and Leslie Hall, Conference
co-lay leader. If you are lay leader for your church and
missed this training, please stop by the district office to
pick up a lay leader binder. Laity enjoyed dinner from
Olive Garden and spending time with Bishop Jung for
Bible study and reflection.

Both clergy and laity gathered for worship in the Monroe
sanctuary for the Installation Service for Rev. Dr. Suzanne
Allen. It was a wonderful time of worship with music
shared by the New Vision and Hyde Park Community
choirs, symbols of the ministry of a superintendent
presented by clergy and lay leaders from the district,
encouraging words shared by both Bishop Palmer and
Bishop Jung on the transition of leadership from Rev.
Jenn Lucas to Rev. Suzanne Allen, and a message on
“Good News.” Click here to view the service.

A special word of appreciation for the day goes
to Rev. Jeff Motter and the members of Monroe
UMC who offered exceptional hospitality to us
throughout the day.

Bishop Jung encouraged us to meet together
more often. We can’t wait until the next
time! Mark your calendars for our Spring
Gathering which will take place on Tuesday May

13 at 7pm at The John Wesley UMC.    

Annual Conference is May 28-31, 2025

https://www.youtube.com/live/foos2_o3qgA?si=OwKYIV5pghidFQwx


The 56th session of the West Ohio Conference will be held May 28 -
May 31, again this year at Capital University in Bexley. This will be the
first Ohio Episcopal Area annual conference in which Bishop Hee-Soo
Jung presides. The theme for the session is Rise Up, Beloved: Trust in
God’s Promises, inspired by Mark 5:35-43, where Jesus encourages
Jairus, a synagogue leader, to have faith that his deceased daughter
will be raised from the dead.

Registration will open this Saturday, March 1. For more information,
click here.

At large members are needed to represent the Great Miami River District. If you are
interested in serving, please contact Nancy Newton at nnewton@wocumc.org.

Who do you want to nominate for the Harry
Denman Award?

The Harry Denman Evangelism Award program honors
United Methodists in each annual conference whose
exceptional ministry of evangelism – expressed in Word
(what), Sign (why), and Deed (how) – brings people into a
life-transforming relationship with Jesus Christ.
 
Nominations are now being accepted for the 2025 Harry Denman Evangelism Award: click
here to download and complete the form with your nomination. Please submit the form and
supporting documents to mgrace@wocumc.org, or mail them to West Ohio Conference, Attn.
Mariellyn Grace, 32 Wesley Blvd, Worthington, OH 43085. Nominations are due by March 15,
2025.

SERVICE & EVENT OPPORTUNITIES

Super Serve Saturday - A Monthly Serve Opportunity

In partnership with Hyde Park Community UMC, the Great Miami
River District offers monthly community serve opportunities from
September through May. This is a way for families, multiple
generations, small groups, youth groups, friends and people of all
backgrounds to put their faith into action by serving in the
community.

On March 15th there are 3 volunteer activities for people to choose from at two locations -
New Life Furniture Bank and Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati. We are hoping to expand the
reach of Super Serve Saturday to all of the counties in the Great Miami River District. If you
know of an organization who may want to participate, please contact Nancy at 513.421.2057.

Super Serve Saturdays (S3) take place on the 3rd Saturday of the month. There is something
for every age and ability - no superpowers necessary - just a willing, humble and flexible spirit
and heart for all! Click here to sign up to help on March 15.

Equality in Action: Building Bridges for Racial
Equity - Sunday, March 2 from 2:30-5:30pm

The Great Miami River District STOP Racism, Violence
and Silence Team is hosting a program at New Vision
United Methodist Church titled “Equality in Action:
Building Bridges for Racial Equity”.

The Urban League 2024 report on the State of Black
Cincinnati covers the equities and inequities impacting
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efforts to achieve racial parity in the Greater Cincinnati
region. This workshop will dive into the report and
highlight some concerns: housing, education, health
and criminal justice. Attendees will be encouraged to
get involved with their time, talents and resources with
one of more of their program sponsors. Click here to
sign up.

Join us for the District Confirmation Connection
gathering!

Confirmation leaders, you are invited to bring your confirmation
students to the Confirmation Connection at First UMC in Franklin
on April 6 from 3-5:30pm.

Last year’s Confirmation Retreat with Bishop Palmer was a really
special event for our students. Many of you have asked whether
that event would take place again this year. Due to Bishop Jung’s
commitment to the days on the district and visiting all churches in both the East and West
Ohio Conference, he will not be able to host the event this year. Instead, we will host these
events by District. The students will get to spend time with their District Superintendent and
other conference leaders, and have the opportunity to interact with students and leaders
from other UM churches in the area to better understand what it means to be a United
Methodist.

Hosted by our West Ohio Conference Next Gen Engagement team, students will learn about
our UMC connection, participate in a mission project, an art project, worship, food, and fun to
bring our connection to life. Learn more and register here.

TRAINING & RESOURCES

Cultivating Racial Resilience Cohort

In partnership with the Lilly Endowment’s Pathways for
Tomorrow initiative, MTSO is offering an immersive 1.5-
year anti-racism training experience entitled Cultivating
Racial Resilience.

Cultivating Racial Resilience is a compassion-based anti-
racism and anti-bias training method that helps individuals develop an anti-racist conscience
and institutions develop an anti-racist ethos. This 1.5-year immersive experience in cultivating
racial resilience is offered at no cost to participants. Free on-campus housing and meals are
provided, and travel expenses are covered for attendees within the United States.
 
MTSO is currently accepting applications for their first cohort of 10-15 appointed clergy who
are eager to learn more about anti-racism from a theological perspective and desire to apply
these principles to an existing or new ministry project.
 
To apply for Cultivating Racial Resilience, please review the website, and complete the
application by March 10th.
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Lay Servant Ministries

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership
development programs available within the United Methodist
connection. Through this equipping and empowering system, lay
servants have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who
then go and make other disciples

Classes are scheduled now for 2025. They are all either on Zoom or offer a hybrid opportunity
so no travel is required. Click each link to learn more and sign up.

​Hocking River District - Living Our United Methodist Beliefs: United Methodist Heritage
(February 28 & March 1)
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/hocking-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-course-
united-methodist-heritage
 
Great Miami River – Introduction to Lay Ministry: The Basic Course (March 16, 18, 20, 23, 25,
2025)
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/great-miami-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-
course-introduction-lay-ministry
 
Great Miami River – Public Prayer (March 30, April 1, 3, 6, 8, 2025)
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/great-miami-river-district-public-prayer-lay-servant-
ministries-course
 
Olentangy River District – Introduction to Lay Ministry: The Basic Course (April 4 & 5, 2025)
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/olentangy-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-course-
basic-course
 
Olentangy River District – Discover Your Spiritual Gifts (May 16 & 17)
Olentangy River District - Discover Your Spiritual Gifts | West Ohio Conference of The United
Methodist Church
 
Hocking River District – Rediscovering Our Spiritual Gifts (June 6 & 7, 2025)
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/hocking-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-course-
discovering-spiritual-gifts

Great Miami River District - Ministry with the Forgotten: Dementia Through a Spiritual Lens
(June 16, 19, 23, 26, 30)
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/great-miami-river-district-ministry-forgotten

Hocking River District – Introduction to Lay Ministry: The Basic Course (September 12 & 13,
2025)
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/hocking-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-course-
basic-course
 
Hocking River District – Loving People and Planet in God’s Name
(October 31 & November 1, 2025)
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/hocking-river-district-lay-servant-ministries-course-
loving-people-and-planet-gods-name

View the 2025 LSM calendar by clicking here. 

GRANTS & SCHOLARSHIPS

GMD Youth Summer Trip Grants

"The past few years have made it all the more clear how
much youth long for and need connections to God and each
other that church, youth group, and mission trips offer.
Covid made it clear how much disparity and need there is in
our world. Near and far there has been a clear call for the
church to help with issues of homelessness, food insecurity, care for the environment,
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poverty, dismantling racism, rebuilding after natural disasters, sharing the gospel in word and
deed….the list is long."
-Rev. Justin Fuhrmann, Great Miami River District Strategy Committee Chair

Due to these clear needs and with an expanded understanding of what a ‘youth summer trip’
means, the Great Miami River Mission Foundation is offering $1000 youth mission and
spiritual development grants to local churches. The application process closes on Friday,
March 14, 2025.

Click here for the application or visit our website: District Grants | West Ohio Conference of
The United Methodist Church.

UM Foundation of Ohio VBS Mini Grants
Due Friday, February 28th

Applications for VBS mini-grants will open on January 27, thanks to the
generosity of a major donor who invested her resources into honoring
her family’s legacy through an endowment with the United Methodist
Foundation of West Ohio. Grants of $250-$1000 will be available for
curriculum materials, supplies, staff costs, or other expenses related to
the production of Vacation Bible School programs in West Ohio churches.
 
Applications are due THIS FRIDAY. Additional consideration will be given to those serving
rural and underserved communities. Contact Maddy DeWitt at 380-223-9229 or
mdewitt@wocumc.org for more information. VBS Grant Seminar Zoom
Link: https://wocumc.zoom.us/j/88190772238

General Board of Higher Education & Ministry Scholarships

GBHEM Scholarships offer financial aid to United Methodist students
pursuing undergraduate and graduate degrees. Every year, an average
of $4 million is awarded to help students in the United States and
abroad pursue their dreams through higher education.

Scholarship programs are divided into three categories and one
application gives you access to all:

General Scholarships
HBCU Scholarships
Ministry as a Career Scholarships

To apply, click here and submit by the March 31, 2025 deadline.

United Methodist Higher Education Foundation
Scholarships

Each year, UMHEF invites students to apply for scholarships to
help pay for college or seminary. A nonprofit foundation, UMHEF
awards $2+ million annually to students attending United
Methodist-related schools.

Applications for the 2025-2026 academic year will be received until April 1, 2025. Click here
for more information and to apply.

Foundation for Evangelism Grants
Applications due Friday, February 28
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The Foundation for Evangelism Equipping the Local Church grant
initiative seeks to empower pastors, laity, and smaller local
congregations to dream, take risks, and partner with God in the
transformation of lives and communities.

Grants will be "awarded to small and medium church congregations, or
clusters of churches working together, in a Wesleyan-tradition
denomination. The grant is intended to help launch an experiment or
initiative to share the Gospel in word and deed, build relationships, and invite others into a
discipleship journey with Jesus."

For the 2025 grant cycle, up to 50 grants of $5,000 or $10,000 will be awarded. Applications
are open through February 28th. Click here for more information.

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS

Hyde Park Comm Church @ Grace on Race
Enneagram Workshop

February 28-29
Click here for more details

Chapters & Clifton UMC
Beacon: Light in the Darkness

March 2
Click here for more details

CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event

Employment
Youth Director - Ware's Chapel UMC
Instrumentalist - Aldersgate UMC
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries - Shiloh UMC

Needed Choir Robes - Middletown Christ UMCAvailable
Choir and Handbell Music

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses are posted on the West Ohio Conference
website under “Celebrations of Life." Click here to view.
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