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Greetings from District Superintendent, Rev. Dr.
Suzanne Allen

Happy New Year! | hope you had a wonderful celebration of
Christmas and are finding new ways of experiencing and sharing the
light of Christ during this Epiphany season.

| am excited to begin serving as the Superintendent assigned to the
Great Miami River District. | am looking forward to getting to know
you better and to support you and your church as you seek to share God’s light and love in
this area of Ohio and around the world.

As we begin this new year and next chapter of ministry together, the image of the magi
comes to mind. We have a few different ways of describing them: the magi, astrologers, the
three kings, the wise men. The number three gets used because of the three gifts that were
given, gold, frankincense, and myrrh, but we don’t really know how many there were.

Thinking about this group of three makes me think of other well know groups of three. There
are the three musketeers, the Three Stooges, the three tenors, and of course, the Trinity.
What we do know is that the number is not one. The singular is not used in this story. One
person did not follow the star by themself. Following a star through the desert to a new land,
standing before a greatly disturbed Herod, having all the resources needed to make it there,
sharing all the gifts, and interpreting the warning dream all alone would have been nearly
impossible and very lonely.

But together, this group of wise ones, most likely with a team of people helping them as their
guides and doing the cooking and caring for the animals, made it to the cradle of the Christ
child. And as they did, they all shared their gifts and worshiped together.

It is my hope and prayer that we can follow their example in our ministry as well—that we
will not undertake the journey alone but together. There are many challenges that we face in
our world and ministry today that will overwhelm us when we try to handle them on our
own.

We are connected for a reason. Everything changes when we support and encourage each
other during the hardest parts and celebrate the best parts together. Best of all, as we
worship Jesus Christ, God with us, together, the light shines even brighter through us.

| am so glad to be on the journey together with you!
Blessings,
Suzanne

Bishop Jung's Day on the District Events
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Great Miami River District - February 22, 2025

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung invites you to a Day on the District gathering for
clergy and laity. The theme is “Healing and Restoration in
Community,” with the scripture Mark 2:1-12 as a guiding principle.

This will be a full day of events. Clergy will meet from 10am-3:30pm
with a meal provided. Bishop Jung highly encourages all clergy to

attend as district strategy and visioning will be part of the agenda. If
you cannot attend our event on February 22nd, please select another district event to attend.

Rev. Dr. Suzanne Allen’s Installation Serviceas the new Great Miami River Superintendent
will take place from 4-5pm.

Laity will begin their time with Bishop Jung with dinner at 5pm. The schedule includes
worship, Bible study led by Bishop Jung, and a visioning and ministry conversation. This
session will conclude by 8:30pm.

Registration is now live for the event. Click here to register.

If unable to attend on February 22, please consider:

e Maumee River District — Maumee UMC, Saturday January 25
Olentangy River District — Stonybrook UMC, Saturday, February 1
Western Lakes District - Bellefontaine First UMC, Monday, February 3
Hocking River District — The Plains, Saturday, February 8
Scioto River District — Walnut Street UMC, Thursday, February 20

New 2020/2024 Book of Discipline

On January 1, United Methodists welcomed a new, more inclusive Book
of Discipline. The Book of Discipline, our guiding document, serves as a
testament to our past as well as a roadmap for our future.

A few of the highlights of the new BOD include:

e Deacons may offer communion and conduct baptisms where they
have been appointed to serve, whether that is a church, outreach
ministry or mission.

e The punitive language about same-sex relationships was
removed. Of note, clergy are not required to perform same-sex
weddings, unions or blessings.

e Gender references were removed so both Deaconesses and Home Missioners are now
"trained laypersons" in service.

The BOOK of
DISCIPLINE

SFTHEL

To view all changes to the Book of Discipline/Resolutions and the Constitution,click here.
Cokesbury offers the new BOD as a physical book, a PDF download and Ebook.

Youth Trip Grant Applications available January
10th

"The past few years have made it all the more clear how
much youth long for and need connections to God and each
other that church, youth group, and mission trips offer.
Covid made it clear how much disparity and need there is in
our world. Near and far there has been a clear call for the church to help with issues of
homelessness, food insecurity, care for the environment, poverty, dismantling racism,
rebuilding after natural disasters, sharing the gospel in word and deed....the list is long."
-Rev. Justin Fuhrmann, Great Miami River District Strategy Committee Chair

Due to these clear needs and with an expanded understanding of what a ‘youth summer trip’
means, the Great Miami River Mission Foundation is offering $1000 youth mission and
spiritual development grants to local churches. The application process opens on Friday,
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January 10 and concludes Friday, March 14, 2025.

Justin Fuhrmann shares, "Maybe it’s not taking a long trip overseas or out of state, but
instead, doing a week of service close to home. Maybe it’s not a week of sleeping on church
floors, but it is 5 powerful day trips throughout the summer to help with disaster relief or
feeding the homeless or leading VBS in a small rural church where they don’t have enough
volunteers." What you choose to do will best suit

your group, your context, and the need that God has put on your heart. Regardless of what it
is, the Great Miami River District is here to support you.

Application - available this Friday - may be found on the Great Miami River District website:
District Grants | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church.

There's Still Time!

Apportionments
Connecting

Thank you to our GMD churches who have paid 100% of their Z,Otl")’e%%gh
apportionments for 2024! Through December 23, these
churches are paid in full for the year:

Aley Fairborn Lytle Old Town State Road
Armstrong Chapel  Fairview Middletown First Oregonia The John Wesley
Bellbrook Farmersville Milford First Red Lion Union

California Community Friendship Monfort Heights Seven Mile Waynesville

Camp Dennison Hartzell Mt Healthy Shiloh W Carrollton Memorial
Church of the Saviour Hooven New Lebanon Southern Hills Westwood

Clifton Hyde Park Community Newtown Spring Grove Xenia Evangelical
Clough Jacksonburg Normandy Springboro First Xenia Faith Community
Concord Korean UMC Dayton Northern Hills St Charles Zoar

Eastmont Laurel Norwood Grace St Mark's

Elizabethtown Liberty Oakwood St Paul

If your church isn't listed, it's not too late to make a payment! Contributions will be received
until 4pm on Friday, January 10, 2025. Please allow ample time for mail delivery to the West
Ohio Conference office, 32 Wesley Blvd, Worthington 43085 or plan to hand deliver if it gets
close.

East and West Ohio Conferences to

Commemorate MLK Day on January 19th
The East and West Ohio Conferences of The United
Methodist Church are coming together to honor the legacy of
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with a joint worship service on
Sunday, January 19, 2025, at Garfield Memorial United
Methodist Church, Cleveland. Themed “Living the Dream:
Bold Faith, Hopeful Future,” the event hosted by Bishop Hee-Soo Jung will focus on building
Dr. King's vision of a beloved community rooted in justice, love, and hope.

The service, scheduled from 4-6pm, will open with gathering music at 3:45 pm and feature
retired Bishop Julius C. Trimble, General Secretary of the General Board of Church & Society
of The United Methodist Church as the keynote speaker. Known for his commitment to justice
and reconciliation, Bishop Trimble will offer a message of inspiration and challenge.

Music will be provided by Garfield Memorial UMC's praise band, setting the tone for a
meaningful and uplifting gathering. The service will be live-streamed, allowing broader access
for those unable to attend in-person.

Following the service, an informal reception will take place, offering light refreshments and
opportunities for fellowship and conversation.

This event, which is free and open to the public, aims to inspire participants to carry forward
Dr. King’s God-given vision of unity and hope. “Our hope is that people will leave this worship
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experience inspired to build on Dr. King’s vision of beloved community,” organizers said.

Take an Online Tour of the United Methodist Building

Located next to the US Capitol and Supreme Court, the United
Methodist building has played a key role in the ecumenical work of
social witness and advocacy of the United Methodist Church.

Experience a realistic virtual tour of this building which features a
photorealistic 3D-model of the site, video interviews, archival —
multimedia and digital animated navigation inside and outside the '
building, providing a realistic in-person experience for generations '

to come. Take the tour.

EDUCATIONAL & SERVE OPPORTUNITIES

Super Serve Saturday - A Monthly Serve
Opportunity / 3

In partnership with Hyde Park Community UMC, the
Great Miami River District offers monthly community
serve opportunities from September through May. This
is a way for families, multiple generations, small groups,

youth groups, friends and people of all backgrounds to Su perSERVE

put their faith into action by serving in the community.

On January 18 there are there are 4 volunteer activities NO SUPERPOWERS NECESSARY
for people to choose from at three locations - New Life

Furniture Bank, Wesley Chapel Mission Center, and

Meals on Wheels. We are hoping to expand the reach of Super Serve Saturday to all of the
counties in the Great Miami River District. If you know of an organization who may want to
participate, please contact Nancy at 513.421.2057.

Super Serve Saturdays (S3) take place on the 3rd Saturday of the month. There is something
for every age and ability - no superpowers necessary - just a willing, humble and flexible spirit
and heart for all! Click here to sign up to help on January 18
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An Early Response Training is taking place on
January 11, 2025 at North Broadway UMC in
Columbus. This 8hour training will teach you how to
assist survivors of natural disasters in their time of need. You will learn how to provide a
Christian presence while taking steps to prevent further damage to the family's personal
property; this may include tarping, debris removal, cleaning out flooded homes, etc. FEMA
recognizes this training to enter a disaster scene.

— —

A recertification class will also be offered that day. This class is for those who have completed
the basic course and are within one year of the date their badge expired. Cost is $40 for the
basic class and $35 for recertification.

The deadline to register for either class is Monday, January 6. Click here to learn more/register.

2025 Virtual Laity Discernment Retreats
Do you feel God's call on your life but are uncertain how to discern that
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call or what to do next? If so, then this is the Retreat for you! S (/ :
Sk T
At the Laity Discernment Retreats, we will talk about call, discernment uM

and what it means to be "called by our baptism." We will learn ways to it i 0 HODE

intentionally enter into a time of prayer about discernment and we will P
discover Spiritual Rhythms that can help guide our journey. We will also gBECT%%NmMSENT /
discuss the variety of ways Laity can serve both in our churches and in . i

our communities.

The virtual laity discernment retreat will consist of two, two-hour ZOOM sessions, followed 6
weeks later by a two-hour ZOOM debriefing. In the 6 weeks between sessions, there will be
opportunities to read, reflect, and practice Spiritual Rhythms that will lead you to a better
understanding of your own call. Register Now!

Dates (please plan to attend all 3 sessions):
e Tuesday, February 18, 2025, 6:30-8:30pm
e Tuesday, February 25, 2025, 6:30-8:30pm
e Tuesday, April 8, 2025, 6:30-8:30pm

For more information, contact Kim LaRue at kimlarue@ powellumc.org.

2025 Leadership Training

Next year's leadership training events will be held on Zoom and will
offer trainings for Finance, S/PPRC and Trustees members. They will
help you understand the duties and responsibilities of each of these
committees, whether you are a seasoned veteran or new to the
team. In addition, if your church wants to explore a different type of
leadership board, there will be training on the One Board Leadership
Model. Each session will take place from 10:30-11:30am.

Mark your calendar for these dates:

Finance: Tuesday, Jan 28, 2025

S/PPRC: Wednesday, Jan 29, 2025

Trustees: Friday, Jan 31, 2025

One Board Leadership Model: Tuesday, Feb 4, 2025

Can't attend? All sessions will be recorded and available on the West Ohio Conference
Learning Platform. Register for one or more of the training sessions here

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS

New Day UMC Miami Valley Creation Care
Mental Health Support Center Book Study: Garbage Theology
January 15 January 22 for 6 weeks
Click here for more details Click here for more details
CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event

Employment
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Youth Director - Ware's Chapel UMC

Director of Finance & Administration - Church of the Saviour UMC A
Instrumentalist - Aldersgate UMC &
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries - Shiloh UMC :
Administrative Assistant - Aley UMC "
Building Administrator - Church of the Saviour UMC Classifieds

Free

Variety of Music - Cedarville UMC
Choir Music - Clough UMC

Clergy Robes

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses are posted on the West Ohio Conference
website under “Celebrations and Life." Click here to view.
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