
News and Notes --- January 22, 2025

Martin Luther King Jr. in the Great Miami River
District

On Monday January 20, United Methodists from across our
district gathered to march, sing, remember, pray, and commit
themselves to continuing the work of justice that the Rev. Dr. ML
King Jr. gave his life to.

In his keynote address at the program presented by the MLK Jr.
Coalition in Cincinnati, Dr. Hasan Kwame Jeffers shared a
reminder that the “arc of the moral universe bends toward
justice” when we are a part of that work.

It takes all of us joining together and following God’s leading to
bring about the justice and righteousness that is the
foundation of the Beloved Community that King envisioned.
This vision was based on his faith and commitment to living in
“a more excellent way,” the way of love expressed through
nonviolent resistance and change. 

The work of Beloved Community continues. The work of
justice, righteousness, and love continues and is essential to
living faith in these times of division and despair. May we each
commit to being a part of this work in intentional ways that
stretch our understanding and push us out of our comfort zones until we find ourselves in
places where we recognize Jesus in those we would prefer to consider others, strangers,
villains, and enemies.  

Blessings,
Suzanne

UMCOR U.S. Latest Responses
UMCOR and its partners are responding to disasters
across the globe every day. Please join us in prayer
for the affected areas. In addition, consider giving
to UMCOR U.S. Disaster Response to support these
efforts.

In response to the effects of Hurrican Helene in North Carolina and surrounding states,
UMCOR-trained Early Response Teams (ERTs) are coordinating efforts to support the removal
of debris, tarping of roofs, and cleaning out of homes in hard-hit areas. If you'd like to help
with a West Ohio team going to Western North Carolina July 15-20, click here to learn more.
In California, UMCOR has provided evacuee support like food and essential supplies as well as
support for volunteer efforts and other relief activities.

https://umcmission.org/advance-project/901670/
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/climate-justice-vim-journey
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=241402dc-70ec-453d-9bd0-c5b09cbcb3dc


Help is still needed! Click here to learn more and financially support UMCOR's work.

EVENTS

Winter Youth Gathering at Stonybrook UMC

Register now for the West Ohio Winter Youth Gathering,
happening on Friday, February 7 from 6-9:30pm at
Stonybrook United Methodist Church. This will be an exciting
event filled with food, games, worship, small groups, and
plenty of opportunities to connect with friends and make
new ones. 

Click here to secure your spot today. Questions? Contact Rev. Justin Williams at
pastorjustinwilliams@gmail.com.

2025 Virtual Laity Discernment Retreats
Do you feel God's call on your life but are uncertain how to discern that
call or what to do next? If so, then this is the Retreat for you! 

At the Laity Discernment Retreats, we will talk about call, discernment
and what it means to be "called by our baptism." We will learn ways to
intentionally enter into a time of prayer about discernment and we will
discover Spiritual Rhythms that can help guide our journey. We will also
discuss the variety of ways Laity can serve both in our churches and in our communities.

The virtual laity discernment retreat will consist of two, two-hour ZOOM sessions, followed 6
weeks later by a two-hour ZOOM debriefing. In the 6 weeks between sessions, there will be
opportunities to read, reflect, and practice Spiritual Rhythms that will lead you to a better
understanding of your own call. Register Now!

Dates (please plan to attend all 3 sessions):
Tuesday, February 18, 2025, 6:30-8:30pm
Tuesday, February 25, 2025, 6:30-8:30pm
Tuesday, April 8, 2025, 6:30-8:30pm

For more information, contact Kim LaRue at kimlarue@powellumc.org. 

Bishop Jung's Day on the District Events
Great Miami River District - February 22, 2025
​Monroe United Methodist Church

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung invites you to a Day on the District
gathering for clergy and laity. The theme is “Healing and
Restoration in Community,” with the scripture Mark 2:1-12 as
a guiding principle.
 
It will be a full day of events at Monroe UMC, 206 East Ave, Monroe. Clergy will meet from
10am-3:30pm with a meal provided. Bishop Jung highly encourages all clergy to attend as
district strategy and visioning will be part of the agenda. If you cannot attend our event on
February 22nd, please select another district event to attend.

Rev. Dr. Suzanne Allen's Installation Service as the new Great Miami River Superintendent
will take place from 4-5pm.

Laity will begin their time with Bishop Jung with dinner at 5pm. The schedule includes
worship, Bible study led by Bishop Jung, and a visioning and ministry conversation. This
session will conclude by 8:30pm.
 

https://umcmission.org/umcor-us-latest-responses/
https://www.stonybrook.church/
https://powell.breezechms.com/form/915d5e104275
mailto:pastorjustinwilliams@gmail.com
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fnbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013Nd3LTnNh9OJWp31Eo30yWPg5q7QVceki6FZIz2uqKGdydff1UaIA2GmIf7dAHUWjjKdKcQVenayErMRMOYhekudu0QNo%5fccoDOmZ%2dOEOTAwE46hzCUPNn%2dtus%5fyC7bnbHaKK5F5rL6Ivm54vXQIM%5f1ZQBRGPRG%5f1dm9AvcEfC5R6qUE7x5BB4m7q5rRLmkbmRVzcrJcKXU796ybr6QaxA%3d%3d%26c%3dxunIwgmIselZZzG4jjJBCp6LGrv2vgyswBmkyXmJVDBjVHJ7q3LraA%3d%3d%26ch%3d2VhBwVjF4utBUygjZZXgOx3o6qC8lAWBc5Yj9%5f%5ftHHmVmoqCH%5ffdOw%3d%3d&umid=62e07c00-b7dd-4f5f-b33e-fb64707c0f42&auth=7e5c486f135444ac7cfa9fe85508a74dbd776877-d0084b16cb41b8f76cc05a1d27ca9760557c950f
mailto:kimlarue@powellumc.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark 2%3A1-12&version=NRSVUE


Registration is now live for the event. Click here to register.

If unable to attend on February 22, please consider: ​
Maumee River District – Maumee UMC, Saturday January 25
Olentangy River District – Stonybrook UMC, Saturday, February 1
Western Lakes District - Bellefontaine First UMC, Monday, February 3
Hocking River District – The Plains, Saturday, February 8
Scioto River District –  Walnut Street UMC, Thursday, February 20

East and West Ohio Conferences to Commemorate
MLK Day - Rescheduled!
Due to the arctic cold weather this weekend, the service
celebrating the legacy of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
has been rescheduled for Sunday, February 23 from 4-6pm.

The event will take place at Garfield Memorial United Methodist Church, Cleveland. Themed
“Living the Dream: Bold Faith, Hopeful Future,” the event hosted by Bishop Hee-Soo Jung will
focus on building Dr. King’s vision of a beloved community rooted in justice, love, and hope.
The keynote speaker will be retired Bishop Julius C. Trimble, general secretary of the General
Board of Church & Society.

Schooler Institute on Preaching features Leah Schade
February 25 & 26

​Fractures in the foundations of our democracy tear the fabric of our
churches and confront preachers with difficult decisions about
navigating politics, religion and congregational life.

Author, speaker and educator Leah Schade will introduce a method
for engaging issues of public concern at Methodist Theological School
in Ohio’s 2025 Schooler Institute on Preaching.

Under the theme “Ministry in a House Divided: Navigating Faith, the Church, and the Public
Square,” the Schooler Institute will take place Feb. 25 and 26 on the MTSO Campus, 3081
Columbus Pike in Delaware, Ohio. Click here to learn more.

Equality in Action: Building Bridges for Racial
Equity - A Forum

The Great Miami River District STOP Racism, Violence and
Silence Team is hosting a forum based on The State of Black
Cincinnati Journey to Parity. It will be held at New Vision United
Methodist Church in Cincinnati on Sunday, March 2 from 2:30-
5:30pm. You are invited to be part of the conversation. Click here to sign up.

Our 2025 Annual Conference is May 28-31

The 56th session of the West Ohio Conference will be held May 28 -
May 31, again this year at Capital University in Bexley. This will be the
first Ohio Episcopal Area annual conference in which Bishop Hee-Soo
Jung presides. The theme for the session is Rise Up, Beloved: Trust in
God’s Promises, inspired by Mark 5:35-43, where Jesus encourages
Jairus, a synagogue leader, to have faith that his deceased daughter
will be raised from the dead. Registration will open on March 1. For
more information, click here. 

https://www.westohioumc.org/bishop-jungs-days-districts
https://garfieldchurch.org/
https://www.mtso.edu/theologicalcommons/schooler-institute-2025/
http://www.newvision-umc.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0E49ADAE2AA5FD0-54356702-equality#/
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dcrJJFiOOJB5ySJAmhNPrVRKNjFQ4hh-K7m96-AY9fBrQSWAM5uYXOq_WMUBjngvPJnY1BRNfjBdV3VMqPMsRHcCGLPZEA9BdH7__we0m8eCfFctMg2yqRPpZ_5KD3hLWWIHrIt_Ys9AAYl_rSc8RrhSzmn7lhTZckuMBY9CATcoYl42h_gxkZfPDgVwrSCCGJkwYKTIFUG3L-bIXbantyCznNTBPU966grv5TsoC1w=&c=pohNx9ch3Q02YiqOOmFNVu9ik0cqz_09ojjOoRXordmpLmiFR90BDg==&ch=uYYOACQLMlMzpaQrbSQ-0EynVWeNpzctwfmJYSDkXlMrcLUavVNLdw==


At large members are needed to represent he Great Miami River District. If you are interested
in serving, please contact Nancy Newton at nnewton@wocumc.org.

GRANTS & SCHOLARSHIPS

GMD Youth Summer Trip Grants

"The past few years have made it all the more clear how
much youth long for and need connections to God and each
other that church, youth group, and mission trips offer.
Covid made it clear how much disparity and need there is in
our world. Near and far there has been a clear call for the
church to help with issues of homelessness, food insecurity, care for the environment,
poverty, dismantling racism, rebuilding after natural disasters, sharing the gospel in word and
deed….the list is long."
-Rev. Justin Fuhrmann, Great Miami River District Strategy Committee Chair

Due to these clear needs and with an expanded understanding of what a ‘youth summer trip’
means, the Great Miami River Mission Foundation is offering $1000 youth mission and
spiritual development grants to local churches. The application process opened on Friday,
January 10 and ends Friday, March 14, 2025.

Click here for the application or visit our website: District Grants | West Ohio Conference of
The United Methodist Church.

Lakeside Clergy Renewal Scholarships
As people of faith, keeping “Sabbath” is essential to
maintaining one’s relationship with God. For clergy to truly
have a Sabbath, it is often necessary to get away from
home! However, the cost of travel is always a
consideration.  

Lakeside Chautauqua provides a place and also helps with the cost. United Methodist clergy
may apply for a Renewal Scholarship that will provide hotel lodging (up to 3 nights) in the
Fountain Inn. You are invited to take time with God along the beautiful shores of Lake Erie for
rest and renewal. You can use this unstructured time for prayer, planning, and mediation.
The time is yours. Lakeside Chautauqua provides accommodation free of charge. Click here
for the application due February 15, 2025

UM Foundation of Ohio VBS Mini Grants

Applications for VBS mini-grants will open on January 27, thanks to the
generosity of a major donor who invested her resources into honoring
her family’s legacy through an endowment with the United Methodist
Foundation of West Ohio. Grants of $250-$1000 will be available for
curriculum materials, supplies, staff costs, or other expenses related to
the production of Vacation Bible School programs in West Ohio
churches.
 
Applications are due by February 28, with the opportunity to attend a special
zoom seminar on February 5 at 1pm to discuss how to submit a competitive VBS grant
application. Additional consideration will be given to those serving rural and underserved
communities. Contact Maddy DeWitt at 380-223-9229 or mdewitt@wocumc.org for more
information. VBS Grant Seminar Zoom Link: https://wocumc.zoom.us/j/88190772238

General Board of Higher Education & Ministry
Scholarships

mailto:nnewton@wocumc.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/d20bd20a001/0eea9b70-dd2c-48d4-80f2-f79db712fb2d.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/district-grants
https://lakesideohio.b-cdn.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2025-Clergy_Renewal_Scholarship_Application-003.doc.pdf
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dcrJJFiOOJB5ySJAmhNPrVRKNjFQ4hh-K7m96-AY9fBrQSWAM5uYXOq_WMUBjngvFKWPL8s9oHTWiqzHl_IrLV9tD01vpkdHBaQXSE-xRs70VnFUZvtr6gGpG6Cty1bXefnQCFrODJlH61HmbTsv3N2uq4WVFtQFDyDhAe1fzo8=&c=pohNx9ch3Q02YiqOOmFNVu9ik0cqz_09ojjOoRXordmpLmiFR90BDg==&ch=uYYOACQLMlMzpaQrbSQ-0EynVWeNpzctwfmJYSDkXlMrcLUavVNLdw==


GBHEM Scholarships offer financial aid to United Methodist students
pursuing undergraduate and graduate degrees. Every year, an average
of $4 million is awarded to help students in the United States and
abroad pursue their dreams through higher education.

Scholarship programs are divided into three categories and one
application gives you access to all:

General Scholarships
HBCU Scholarships
Ministry as a Career Scholarships

To apply, click here and submit by the March 31, 2025 deadline.

United Methodist Higher Education Foundation
Scholarships

Each year, UMHEF invites students to apply for
scholarships to help pay for college or seminary. A nonprofit
foundation, UMHEF awards $2+ million annually to students
attending United Methodist-related schools.

Applications for the 2025-2026 academic year will be received until April 1, 2025. Click
here for more information and to apply.

Foundation for Evangelism Grants
 
The Foundation for Evangelism Equipping the Local Church grant
initiative seeks to empower pastors, laity, and smaller local
congregations to dream, take risks, and partner with God in the
transformation of lives and communities.

Grants will be "awarded to small and medium church congregations, or
clusters of churches working together, in a Wesleyan-tradition denomination. The grant is
intended to help launch an experiment or initiative to share the Gospel in word and deed,
build relationships, and invite others into a discipleship journey with Jesus."

For the 2025 grant cycle, up to 50 grants of $5,000 or $10,000 will be awarded. Applications
are open through February. Click here for more information.

TRAINNG & RESOURCES

2025 Leadership Training

Next year's leadership training events will be held on Zoom and will
offer trainings for Finance, S/PPRC and Trustees members. They will
help you understand the duties and responsibilities of each of these
committees, whether you are a seasoned veteran or new to the
team. In addition, if your church wants to explore a different type of
leadership board, there will be training on the One Board Leadership
Model. Each session will take place from 10:30-11:30am.

Mark your calendar for these dates:
Finance: Tuesday, Jan 28, 2025
S/PPRC: Wednesday, Jan 29, 2025
Trustees: Friday, Jan 31, 2025
One Board Leadership Model: Tuesday, Feb 4, 2025

Can't attend? All sessions will be recorded and available on the West Ohio Conference

https://www.gbhem.org/scholarships/list-of-scholarships/
https://www.gbhem.org/scholarships/list-of-scholarships/
https://www.gbhem.org/scholarships/list-of-scholarships/
https://www.gbhem.org/scholarships/apply-for-scholarships/
https://umhef.org/scholarships/apply/
https://foundationforevangelism.org/grant-seekers/equipping-the-local-church-grant/


Learning Platform. Register for one or more of the training sessions here

Volunteers in Mission (VIM) Team Leader Training

Are you planning a mission journey in 2025 or beyond? Consider
this leader training being held at Aley UMC on March 8, 2025.
With an experienced team leader as instructor, you will learn how
to plan and lead a mission experience in Ohio, the United States,
or around the world. You will also be provided with checklists,
timelines, team forms, and practical resources for nurturing the
spiritual life of your team. A background check is required. Click
here to learn more and register.

New Emerging Generations Resources

With a new year, some new and exciting things are
happening within the area of Emerging Generations.

New Emerging Generations tab on the West
Ohio Conference website. This is where you can
find information about ministries connected to
children, youth, and young adults. Check back
often as this page will grow as the year goes on.
Looking for a Family Ministry based Lenten Devotional? It's on the Emerging Gen
website ready for your congregation. It's also available in several different languages.
Emerging Generations Connections is a new monthly way for those working with
children, youth, and young adults to connect with upcoming events, resources, and
support one another through stories of celebration. 

If you would like to be added to the distribution list for the Emerging Generations Connection
email or would like assistance in any other area that engages children, youth, or young adults
contact Rev. Ann Marie Carley, West Ohio Director of Camps, Retreats, and Next Gen
Engagement at amcarley@wocumc.org or 380-223-9369. 

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS

New Day UMC
Caregiver Support Group

4th Thursday of the month - January 23
Click here for more details

Franklin First UMC
Chili Cook-Off

January 25
Click here for more details

Church of the Saviour UMC
Couples Date Night

February 8
Click here for more details

Hyde Park Community UMC
Young Adult Financial Workshop

February 22
Click here for more details

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/2025-leadership-training
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/volunteers-mission-vim-team-leader-training-0
https://www.westohioumc.org/ministries/emerging-generations
https://www.westohioumc.org/2025-family-lenten-journal
https://www.westohioumc.org/emerging-generations-connections
mailto:amcarley@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/event/caregiver-support-group
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/event/chili-cook
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/event/couples-date-night
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/event/young-adult-financial-workshop


CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event

Employment
Youth Director - Ware's Chapel UMC
Director of Finance & Administration - Church of the Saviour UMC
Instrumentalist - Aldersgate UMC
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries - Shiloh UMC
Administrative Assistant - Aley UMC
Building Administrator - Church of the Saviour UMC

Free
Variety of Music - Cedarville UMC
Choir Music - Clough UMC
Clergy Robes

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses are posted on the West Ohio Conference
website under “Celebrations and Life." Click here to view.
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