
News and Notes --- January 15, 2025

"Congratulations to The Point Church in chartering as
our newest United Methodist Church in the Great
Miami River District!

It was a joy as my first official act as Superintendent of
the Great Miami River District to lead the chartering
service for The Point. This is a new season in the UMC
and I can’t wait to charter the next new church and
many more after that!"  - Rev. Dr. Suzanne Allen

Congratulations to Pastor Sam Holmes and the leadership of The
Point. This church in Centerville has trusted God wholeheartedly
in their journey to chartering. They began as a campus of Christ
Kettering UMC, celebrated growth, faced disappointments,
embraced challenges, and focused clearly on the mission of
reaching and serving their community for Jesus.

Same said in his message Sunday "... what began so small, so
hidden, so much faith in what could be, and we were not yet
seeing, we began to experience. And it began to grow, so slow
but so beautifully. We watched what felt like so much death
before, now there is so much life. Where there was so much fear
and anxiety for the future before, there is now so much joy and
excitement for what’s to come.” ​ Continue reading

United Methodists see loss, offer relief as
wildfires rage

As wind-blown wildfires ravage Los Angeles County,
United Methodists are doing what they can to offer
shelter and address immediate needs.

They are also starting to count their own losses —
which include the destruction of church members’
homes and the buildings of at least two United Methodist churches.

“I’ve never seen anything like it in my life, and I’ve been through two earthquakes and other
fires,” said the Rev. Garth Gilliam, superintendent of the California-Pacific Conference’s North
District. “I’ve never seen the vast scope of blocks and blocks of homes just gone.”
Read more from Heather Hahn, United Methodist Communications

To support this and other U.S. disaster response and recovery efforts, donate to UMCOR
here.

https://www.thepoint937.org/
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/news/point-our-newest-united-methodist-church
https://www.facebook.com/UMCcalpac
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/united-methodists-see-loss-offer-relief-as-wildfires-rage
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-620-umcor-us-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=84ee7668-f458-406a-96d5-fa6d3d5ee865


East and West Ohio Conferences to
Commemorate MLK Day on January 19th
The East and West Ohio Conferences of The United
Methodist Church are coming together to honor the legacy of
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with a joint worship service on
Sunday, January 19, 2025, at Garfield Memorial United
Methodist Church, Cleveland. Themed “Living the Dream:
Bold Faith, Hopeful Future,” the event hosted by Bishop Hee-
Soo Jung will focus on building Dr. King’s vision of a beloved community rooted in justice,
love, and hope.

Events closer to home include worship at New Vision UMC on January 19th with the Xavier
University Gospel Choir. They will be recognizing three individuals for outstanding Community
Service and Outreach with the Helen Rankin Merritt Drum Major Award. Click here to learn
more.

Hyde Park Community UMC wants to extend a lunch invitation to those attending the "Jubilee
for MLK's Beloved Community" program at Music Hall on January 20th. The program begins
at noon and Hyde Park Community's Chipotle lunch at their Over-the-Rhine campus (1310
Race Street) kicks off at 1pm. Click here to sign up.

The MLK Jr. Day Peace Vigil on January 20th from 6-7pm, hosted by St. James Episcopal
Church in Cincinnati, is a joint effort of Westside Churches United, of which Westwood UMC
is a member. Click here to learn more.

For more events, click here .

Bishop Jung's Day on the District Events
Great Miami River District - February 22, 2025
​Monroe United Methodist Church

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung invites you to a Day on the District
gathering for clergy and laity. The theme is “Healing and
Restoration in Community,” with the scripture Mark 2:1-12 as
a guiding principle.
 
It will be a full day of events at Monroe UMC, 206 East Ave, Monroe. Clergy will meet from
10am-3:30pm with a meal provided. Bishop Jung highly encourages all clergy to attend as
district strategy and visioning will be part of the agenda. If you cannot attend our event on
February 22nd, please select another district event to attend.

Rev. Dr. Suzanne Allen's Installation Service as the new Great Miami River Superintendent
will take place from 4-5pm.

Laity will begin their time with Bishop Jung with dinner at 5pm. The schedule includes
worship, Bible study led by Bishop Jung, and a visioning and ministry conversation. This
session will conclude by 8:30pm.
 
Registration is now live for the event. Click here to register.

If unable to attend on February 22, please consider: ​
Maumee River District – Maumee UMC, Saturday January 25
Olentangy River District – Stonybrook UMC, Saturday, February 1
Western Lakes District - Bellefontaine First UMC, Monday, February 3
Hocking River District – The Plains, Saturday, February 8
Scioto River District –  Walnut Street UMC, Thursday, February 20

New Emerging Generations Resources

https://garfieldchurch.org/
http://www.newvision-umc.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/d20bd20a001/e24c9f1a-4650-4237-8bb2-2b3c27723951.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0D44AAAA29A5FD0-54267922-martin
https://stjamescincy.org/
https://stjamescincy.org/event/martin-luther-king-jr-day-peace-vigil/
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/page/files/GMD NN MLK edition.pdf
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/page/files/GMD NN MLK edition.pdf
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark 2%3A1-12&version=NRSVUE
https://www.westohioumc.org/bishop-jungs-days-districts


With a new year, some new and exciting things are
happening within the area of Emerging Generations.

New Emerging Generations tab on the West
Ohio Conference website. This is where you can
find information about ministries connected to
children, youth, and young adults. Check back
often as this page will grow as the year goes on.
Looking for a Family Ministry based Lenten
Devotional? It's on the Emerging Gen website
ready for your congregation. It's also available in several different languages.
Emerging Generations Connections is a new monthly way for those working with
children, youth, and young adults to connect with upcoming events, resources, and
support one another through stories of celebration. 

If you would like to be added to the distribution list for the Emerging Generations Connection
email or would like assistance in any other area that engages children, youth, or young adults
contact Rev. Ann Marie Carley, West Ohio Director of Camps, Retreats, and Next Gen
Engagement at amcarley@wocumc.org or 380-223-9369. 

Changes to Minimum Wage

Ohio's minimum wage increased from $10.45 to $10.70 per
hour, effective January 1, 2025. As a result, new labor posters
reflecting this increase must be posted. These posters can be
costly but you can download a free poster by clicking here.
 
Grace Welch, West Ohio Conference Director of Benefits and
Human Resources writes, "To the best of my knowledge, there have been no significant
changes that directly affect the non-profit sector at this time. Additionally, there are no new
updates regarding the status of the FLSA Overtime Ruling." More information is expected
after the presidential inauguration.

12 Goals for Finance and Stewardship Leaders
by Ken Sloane, Discipleship Ministries

What goal could church financial leaders make for stronger
mission empowerment in the congregation and a financially
healthier church?

Before you look at my list, please read the following statement: No church needs twelve
goals! Picking one goal and accomplishing it could give your church’s ministry a big boost! Too
many goals will divide your attention and focus. I encourage you to pick one, two if you are
ambitious, or three (but no more) if your team is made up of a bunch of zealots who can’t be
challenged enough. Setting and achieving one new goal in 2025 is a reason to be righteously
proud! Read on for twelve goals from which you can choose: Discipleship Ministries | 12
Goals Finance and Stewardship Leaders…

GRANT & EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

GMD Youth Summer Trip Grants

"The past few years have made it all the more clear how
much youth long for and need connections to God and each
other that church, youth group, and mission trips offer.
Covid made it clear how much disparity and need there is in
our world. Near and far there has been a clear call for the
church to help with issues of homelessness, food insecurity, care for the environment,
poverty, dismantling racism, rebuilding after natural disasters, sharing the gospel in word and
deed….the list is long."

https://www.westohioumc.org/ministries/emerging-generations
https://www.westohioumc.org/2025-family-lenten-journal
https://www.westohioumc.org/emerging-generations-connections
mailto:amcarley@wocumc.org
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/com.ohio.gov/DICO/WageAndHour/DICO_2025_MW_Poster.pdf
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/12-goals-finance-and-stewardship-leaders-might-choose?utm_source=Discipleship+Ministries+Email+Newsletters&utm_campaign=421af6d4fc-Equipping+Disciples+8%2F5%2F21_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f939527158-421af6d4fc-417332735&mc_cid=421af6d4fc&mc_eid=a53dd9fcbe


-Rev. Justin Fuhrmann, Great Miami River District Strategy Committee Chair

Due to these clear needs and with an expanded understanding of what a ‘youth summer trip’
means, the Great Miami River Mission Foundation is offering $1000 youth mission and
spiritual development grants to local churches. The application process opened on Friday,
January 10 and ends Friday, March 14, 2025.

Click here for the application or visit our website: District Grants | West Ohio Conference of
The United Methodist Church.

Foundation for Evangelism Grants
 
The Foundation for Evangelism Equipping the Local Church grant
initiative seeks to empower pastors, laity, and smaller local
congregations to dream, take risks, and partner with God in the
transformation of lives and communities.

Grants will be "awarded to small and medium church congregations,
or clusters of churches working together, in a Wesleyan-tradition
denomination. The grant is intended to help launch an experiment or initiative to share the
Gospel in word and deed, build relationships, and invite others into a discipleship journey
with Jesus."

For the 2025 grant cycle, up to 50 grants of $5,000 or $10,000 will be awarded. Applications
are open through February. Click here for more information.

Volunteers in Mission (VIM) Team Leader Training

Are you planning a mission journey in 2025 or beyond? Consider
this leader training being held at Aley UMC on March 8, 2025.
With an experienced team leader as instructor, you will learn how
to plan and lead a mission experience in Ohio, the United States,
or around the world. You will also be provided with checklists,
timelines, team forms, and practical resources for nurturing the
spiritual life of your team. A background check is required. Click
here to learn more and register.

2025 Virtual Laity Discernment Retreats
Do you feel God's call on your life but are uncertain how to discern that
call or what to do next? If so, then this is the Retreat for you! 

At the Laity Discernment Retreats, we will talk about call, discernment
and what it means to be "called by our baptism." We will learn ways to
intentionally enter into a time of prayer about discernment and we will
discover Spiritual Rhythms that can help guide our journey. We will also
discuss the variety of ways Laity can serve both in our churches and in our communities.

The virtual laity discernment retreat will consist of two, two-hour ZOOM sessions, followed 6
weeks later by a two-hour ZOOM debriefing. In the 6 weeks between sessions, there will be
opportunities to read, reflect, and practice Spiritual Rhythms that will lead you to a better
understanding of your own call. Register Now!

Dates (please plan to attend all 3 sessions):
Tuesday, February 18, 2025, 6:30-8:30pm
Tuesday, February 25, 2025, 6:30-8:30pm
Tuesday, April 8, 2025, 6:30-8:30pm

For more information, contact Kim LaRue at kimlarue@powellumc.org. 

https://files.constantcontact.com/d20bd20a001/0eea9b70-dd2c-48d4-80f2-f79db712fb2d.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/district-grants
https://foundationforevangelism.org/grant-seekers/equipping-the-local-church-grant/
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/volunteers-mission-vim-team-leader-training-0
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fnbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d0013Nd3LTnNh9OJWp31Eo30yWPg5q7QVceki6FZIz2uqKGdydff1UaIA2GmIf7dAHUWjjKdKcQVenayErMRMOYhekudu0QNo%5fccoDOmZ%2dOEOTAwE46hzCUPNn%2dtus%5fyC7bnbHaKK5F5rL6Ivm54vXQIM%5f1ZQBRGPRG%5f1dm9AvcEfC5R6qUE7x5BB4m7q5rRLmkbmRVzcrJcKXU796ybr6QaxA%3d%3d%26c%3dxunIwgmIselZZzG4jjJBCp6LGrv2vgyswBmkyXmJVDBjVHJ7q3LraA%3d%3d%26ch%3d2VhBwVjF4utBUygjZZXgOx3o6qC8lAWBc5Yj9%5f%5ftHHmVmoqCH%5ffdOw%3d%3d&umid=62e07c00-b7dd-4f5f-b33e-fb64707c0f42&auth=7e5c486f135444ac7cfa9fe85508a74dbd776877-d0084b16cb41b8f76cc05a1d27ca9760557c950f
mailto:kimlarue@powellumc.org


2025 Leadership Training

Next year's leadership training events will be held on Zoom and will
offer trainings for Finance, S/PPRC and Trustees members. They will
help you understand the duties and responsibilities of each of these
committees, whether you are a seasoned veteran or new to the
team. In addition, if your church wants to explore a different type of
leadership board, there will be training on the One Board Leadership
Model. Each session will take place from 10:30-11:30am.

Mark your calendar for these dates:
Finance: Tuesday, Jan 28, 2025
S/PPRC: Wednesday, Jan 29, 2025
Trustees: Friday, Jan 31, 2025
One Board Leadership Model: Tuesday, Feb 4, 2025

Can't attend? All sessions will be recorded and available on the West Ohio Conference
Learning Platform. Register for one or more of the training sessions here

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS

Clifton UMC
God is With You Prayer Labyrinth Walk

January 20
Click here for more details

Miami Valley Creation Care
Book Study: Garbage Theology

January 22 for 6 weeks
Click here for more details

CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event

Employment
Youth Director - Ware's Chapel UMC
Director of Finance & Administration - Church of the Saviour UMC
Instrumentalist - Aldersgate UMC
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries - Shiloh UMC
Administrative Assistant - Aley UMC
Building Administrator - Church of the Saviour UMC

Free
Variety of Music - Cedarville UMC
Choir Music - Clough UMC
Clergy Robes

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

Notices of deceased clergy and clergy spouses are posted on the West Ohio Conference
website under “Celebrations and Life." Click here to view.

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/2025-leadership-training
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/event/god-you-prayer-labyrinth
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/event/garbage-theology-book-study
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/classifieds
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/classifieds
https://www.westohioumc.org/greatmiamiriver/ad-submission
https://westohioumc.org/celebrations-of-life
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