
News and Notes --- January 1, 2025

There's Still Time!

Thank you to our GMD churches who have paid 100% of their
apportionments for 2024! Through December 23, these
churches are paid in full for the year:

Aley Fairborn Lytle Oregonia State Road
Armstrong Chapel Fairview Middletown First Red Lion The John Wesley
Bellbrook Farmersville Milford First Seven Mile Union
California Community Friendship Monfort Heights Shiloh Waynesville
Camp Dennison Hartzell Mt Healthy Southern Hills W Carrollton Memorial

Church of the Saviour Hooven New Lebanon Spring Grove Westwood
Clifton Hyde Park Community Newtown Springboro First Xenia Evangelical
Clough Jacksonburg Normandy St Charles Xenia Faith Community

Concord Korean UMC Dayton Northern Hills St Mark's Zoar
Eastmont Laurel Oakwood St Paul
Elizabethtown Liberty Old Town

If your church isn't listed, it's not too late to make a payment! Contributions will be received
until 4pm on Friday, January 10, 2025. Please allow ample time for mail delivery to the West
Ohio Conference office, 32 Wesley Blvd, Worthington 43085.

East and West Ohio Conferences to
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Commemorate MLK Day on January 19th
The East and West Ohio Conferences of The United
Methodist Church are coming together to honor the legacy of
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with a joint worship service on
Sunday, January 19, 2025, at Garfield Memorial United
Methodist Church, Cleveland. Themed “Living the Dream:
Bold Faith, Hopeful Future,” the event hosted by Bishop Hee-
Soo Jung will focus on building Dr. King’s vision of a beloved community rooted in justice,
love, and hope.
 
The service, scheduled from 4-6pm, will open with gathering music at 3:45 pm and feature
retired Bishop Julius C. Trimble, General Secretary of the General Board of Church & Society
of The United Methodist Church as the keynote speaker. Known for his commitment to justice
and reconciliation, Bishop Trimble will offer a message of inspiration and challenge.
 
Music will be provided by Garfield Memorial UMC’s praise band, setting the tone for a
meaningful and uplifting gathering. The service will be live-streamed, allowing broader access
for those unable to attend in-person.
 
Following the service, an informal reception will take place, offering light refreshments and
opportunities for fellowship and conversation.
 
This event, which is free and open to the public, aims to inspire participants to carry forward
Dr. King’s God-given vision of unity and hope. “Our hope is that people will leave this worship
experience inspired to build on Dr. King’s vision of beloved community,” organizers said.

Bishop Announces Day on the District Events

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung has announced Day on District gatherings for
clergy and laity. The theme is “Healing and Restoration in
Community,” with the scripture Mark 2:1-12 as a guiding principle.
 
Clergy sessions will begin at 10am and conclude at 3:30pm. Bishop
Jung highly encourages all clergy to attend as district strategy and
visioning will be part of the agenda. If you cannot attend the date
assigned to your district, please contact your district superintendent and select another
district event to attend.
 
Laity sessions will begin with dinner at 5pm and will conclude by 8:30pm. The schedule
includes worship, Bible study led by Bishop Jung and a visioning and ministry conversation.
 
Mark your calendar - registration is coming soon ---​

Maumee River District – Maumee UMC, Saturday January 25
Olentangy River District – Stonybrook UMC, Saturday, February 1
Western Lakes District - Bellefontaine First UMC, Monday, February 3
Hocking River District – The Plains, Saturday, February 8
Scioto River District –  Walnut Street UMC, Thursday, February 20  
Great Miami River District – Monroe UMC, Saturday, February 22  

2025 Virtual Candidacy Summit

Do you feel God calling you to ministry in a deeper way? Are you
seeking guidance to understand what it means to be called to
ordained ministry in the church? If so, the virtual Winter
Candidacy Summit Retreat is a place for you!

This Candidacy Summit will take place January 10-11, 2025. The retreat is an opportunity for
candidates to worship, fellowship, meet with a mentoring group, learn in large and small
group settings, and reflect with others who are also exploring God's call on their lives. To be
eligible, candidates must be recommended by their District Superintendent AND complete all

https://garfieldchurch.org/


the necessary preparatory work. The deadline to register is December 15. Click here to learn
more.

Make Epiphany come alive with Ideas from
ResourceUMC.org

Epiphany is one of the most joyous feast days in the church
year as we celebrate the visit of the Magi and Jesus’ coming as
Savior of all people.

Because it happens 12 days after Christmas, the celebration can be lost in post-holiday
fatigue. However, with a little creative thinking, this holy day can shine. Click here for some
ideas to spark your Epiphany brainstorming session!

RESOURCES

Scholarships Available

The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) offers
scholarships for financial aid to United Methodist students pursuing
undergraduate and graduate degrees. Every year, an average of $4.5
million is awarded to help students in the United States and abroad
pursue their dreams through higher education. With this financial aid,
GBHEM is opening pathways for students of all backgrounds to earn
their degrees and serve as the next generation of leaders for the church and the world.
 
GBHEM scholarship applications open in January each year. You may submit one application
per year. All complete and qualified applications are reviewed and placed for consideration
in the best available scholarship program: General, HBCU and Ministry as a Career. Click here
to be notified when the application become available and view scholarship opportunities. 

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Expanding Connection Book Club

Join the Expanding Connection Book Club for a Zoom discussion of,
"Everywhere You Look" with the author, Tim Soerens on January 7, 2025.

Everywhere You Look examines why the emerging generation is opting out
of the church in large numbers. Are they dismayed at what appears to be
their options for participation? Is church really necessary anymore?
 
Tim Soerens sees this unsettled state of affairs as an extraordinary opportunity: the church,
he says, is on the edge of a new possibility at the very moment so much of it feels like it's
falling apart. In his extensive travels in all kinds of neighborhoods, Soerens has seen the
beginnings of this movement firsthand.
 
You are invited to read the book and join the discussion with the author and others January
7th at 7pm. Click here for more information.

Early Response Team Training &
Recertification
January 11th at North Broadway UMC
 
An Early Response Training is taking place on
January 11, 2025 at North Broadway UMC in
Columbus. This 8hour training will teach you how to

https://westohioumc.org/event/2025-candidacy-summit-january
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/make-epiphany-come-alive-with-these-6-ideas
https://www.gbhem.org/scholarships/list-of-scholarships/
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com:443/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fnbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d00125ref0%2dZ%2dAwpfYNTyFwZ9ruzak7eEr0utIUmF7Ml8dIgjwMIxiH5tP7QHeoxNjnnuu6GUoJFnsImq%5fkmTKIRnByZVQQwVy1jRLQMyspxZ17ep9ZSJOvRjHnbIxfsNZM%2dRlZXEr9bHFFneCZoFCcZe51ybjvtuhjW0pebjDxpz59ePmcC0xGtbIbPYJNqJ3VZVBsreqtLs8A%3d%26c%3dXrFJ6KvKouwCL%2dHMEjkPZyJRS0YvSF4crdiAOMifOQvg6AOh4LwhVA%3d%3d%26ch%3djb5CbDkA2riUOTfqmfGT0%5fHLP9PIgQBhOKNMZGS0PdjM%5fnFHNNppXw%3d%3d&umid=6e18a440-6090-4cec-ad3f-9677bc2bb7f9&auth=7e5c486f135444ac7cfa9fe85508a74dbd776877-1d23791284345aa0bcb2c23d1edaaaf8a8fb7f93


assist survivors of natural disasters in their time of need. You will learn how to provide a
Christian presence while taking steps to prevent further damage to the family's personal
property; this may include tarping, debris removal, cleaning out flooded homes, etc. FEMA
recognizes this training to enter a disaster scene.

A recertification class will also be offered that day. This class is for those who have completed
the basic course and are within one year of the date their badge expired. Cost is $40 for the
basic class and $35 for recertification.

The deadline to register for either class is Monday, January 6. Click here to learn
more/register.

2025 Virtual Laity Discernment Retreats
Do you feel God's call on your life but are uncertain how to discern that
call or what to do next? If so, then this is the Retreat for you! 

At the Laity Discernment Retreats, we will talk about call, discernment
and what it means to be "called by our baptism." We will learn ways to
intentionally enter into a time of prayer about discernment and we will
discover Spiritual Rhythms that can help guide our journey. We will also
discuss the variety of ways Laity can serve both in our churches and in our communities.

The virtual laity discernment retreat will consist of two, two-hour ZOOM sessions, followed 6
weeks later by a two-hour ZOOM debriefing. In the 6 weeks between sessions, there will be
opportunities to read, reflect, and practice Spiritual Rhythms that will lead you to a better
understanding of your own call. Register Now!

Dates (please plan to attend all 3 sessions):
Tuesday, February 18, 2025, 6:30-8:30pm
Tuesday, February 25, 2025, 6:30-8:30pm
Tuesday, April 8, 2025, 6:30-8:30pm

For more information, contact Kim LaRue at kimlarue@powellumc.org. 

2025 Leadership Training

Next year's leadership training events will be held on Zoom and will
offer trainings for Finance, S/PPRC and Trustees members. They will
help you understand the duties and responsibilities of each of these
committees, whether you are a seasoned veteran or new to the
team. In addition, if your church wants to explore a different type of
leadership board, there will be training on the One Board Leadership
Model.Each session will take place from 10:30-11:30am.

Mark your calendar for these dates:
Finance: Tuesday, Jan 28, 2025
S/PPRC: Wednesday, Jan 29, 2025
Trustees: Friday, Jan 31, 2025
One Board Leadership Model: Tuesday, Feb 4, 2025

Can't attend? All sessions will be recorded and available on the West Ohio Conference
Learning Platform. Register for one or more of the training sessions here

LOCAL CHURCH AND MINISTRY PARTNER EVENTS
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Clifton UMC
Prayer Labyrinth

January 1
Click here for more details

Miami Valley Creation Care
Book Study: Garbage Theology

January 22 for 6 weeks
Click here for more details

CLASSIFIEDS

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad or event

Employment
Youth Director - Ware's Chapel UMC
Director of Finance & Administration - Church of the Saviour
UMCInstrumentalist - Aldersgate UMC
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries - Shiloh UMC
Administrative Assistant - Aley UMC
Building Administrator - Church of the Saviour UMC

Free
Variety of Music - Cedarville UMC
Choir Music - Clough UMC
Clergy Robes

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and
remember in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Rev. Paul W. Miller, 100, of Van Wert, Ohio, who passed away peacefully on December 16,
2024. Paul served as a pastor in the West Ohio Conference to these congregations: Grover Hill
Charge, St Paul's, Wesley, (Van Wert), Wesley (Marion), Bethany, Van Wert Calvary-Pleasant
Chapel, Countryside Chapel, and Wren. Funeral services were held in honor of Paul’s life and
contributions to the Van Wert community on December 20 First UMC, Van Wert, with Pastors
Gus Christo-Baker and Christian Taylor, officiating. Memorials are suggested to a charity of
the donor’s choice.  Online condolences may be expressed at www.alspachgearhart.com. 

Rev. Dr. George C. Phillips, who died on Sunday, December 22, 2024. His wife of 39 years,
Deb, preceded him in death. Blessed to experience love twice in his life, George leaves behind
his wife of 9 years, Patty, as well as children and grandchildren. An Elder in the West Ohio
Conference, George served Greenville First, Cairo, Liberty, Ware's Chapel-West Manchester
Charge, Bluffton First, Archbold, Centerville, Anderson Hills, Mason, and Otterbein Lebanon.
Obituary. A visitation will be held on Sunday, January 5 from 4-6pm in the Wilson room at
Otterbein Senior Life Community in Lebanon. The funeral will be held in the Chapel at
Otterbein Lebanon on Monday, January 6 at 2pm. In lieu of flowers, George requested that
donations be made to the Otterbein Benevolent Fund in his honor.  Click here to donate.
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