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DISCOVERFEX

COMING TO HOCKING RIVER AND SCIOTO
RIVER DISTRICTS

FEBRUARY 13
McArthur UMC, 200 S Market Street, McArthur

You've heard about Fresh Expressions popping
up all across West Ohio. Here is your chance to
explore how fresh expressions could revitalize
your church and reach people in your
community. Is God stirring something new
within you? Fresh Expressions are an effective
way to build relationships, serve the people
within your context and community, and
revitalize your church.

Fresh Expressions are about going outside of the
norm, going beyond the typical boundaries of
ordinary church to build human community with
and among people with whom the church has
forgotten, ignored, marginalized, or dismissed.

Discover FX is a 5-hour immersion into what
Fresh Expressions are and how to launch your
own expression of church. After the training,
optional coaching sessions will be available via
zoom to walk with you through launching a fresh
expression of church.

Discover what FX can do for your church in a
convenient location in your district and learn
from your colleagues who are already doing
Fresh Expressions in your region.

Training is from 9:30am - 2:30pm and lunch is
included.

Cost is $50/person (if only one person is coming
from your church) or $25/per team member
(Pastor + at least one layperson is
recommended)

(assistance available if needed)

Space is limited.

events

IBISHOP JUNG'S DAY ON THE DISTRICT FOR CLERGY & LAITY

Healing & Restoration in Community

BISHOP ANNOUNCES DAY ON THE DISTRICT
EVENTS

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20
**TRINITY UMC, 24 S MULBERRY STREET,
CHILLICOTHE**

NOTE LOCATION CHANGE

Bishop Jung is inviting all clergy and laity to
participate in a day on the district. The theme is
“Healing and Restoration in Community,” with
the scripture Mark 2:1-12 as a guiding principle.

Clergy will meet from 10am-3:30pm with a meal
provided. Bishop Jung highly encourages all
clergy to attend as district strategy and visioning
are part of the agenda. If you cannot attend our
event on February 20, please select another
district event to attend.

Local Church Lay Leaders are invited to meet
with Julie Carter, Director of Faith Formation and
Lay Servant Ministries, at 4:00pm for a for a
time of discussion and discernment on how your
church and laity can connect across the district
and conference.

Bishop's time with Laity will begin with a FREE
dinner at 5:00pm and conclude by 8:30pm. The
schedule includes worship, Bible study led by
Bishop Jung, and a visioning and ministry
conversation.
REGISTRATION REQUIRED - click here to
register or call the district office to register.
DEADLINE TO REGISTER IS FEBRUARY 17



https://www.westohioumc.org/sciotoriver
https://www.facebook.com/SciotoRiverDistrict
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvPpnOjCP6L_RB8825VEnSA
https://westohioumc.org/news/bishops-day-districts
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=ac9afbfb-6b55-4339-adf1-221b147f0221

Registration is open for the following location:
Feb 13 2025 | Thursday | HRD & SRD | McArthur
UMC | 200 S. Market St, McArthur, OH

45651 Register Here

On February 2, churches from across the West Ohio Conference gathered to celebrate what God is doing
through 100+ new ministries across the conference. Seven West Ohio teams across five budgets aligned
to support these new dreams which will also provide research & development for ideas that can be

shared in a variety of contexts.

Go Grants will resource innovative ministry ideas that help West Ohio UM churches develop relationships
beyond the walls of our buildings and within our communities, to make new disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world. Below are the recipients from the Scioto River District . Congratulations!
Read More about the evening and see all of the churches that received grants across the West Ohio

Conference.

BUILDING BRIDGES GRANTS
Building enhancements to support better accessibility and connection to those outside of the church
building. Some examples are hospitality related enhancements (e.g., indoor signage), media
enhancements, accessibility enhancements for people with disabilities.

Atlanta UMC — Beyond Our Walls — Atlanta UMC
is laying the groundwork for a service-based,
intergenerational ministry network to put our
faith into action beyond the walls of the church
(I Peter 4:10-11, Hebews 10:24,25). We
discovered our need for media and
communication technology in the process of
developing our new ministry so that we can
better publicize ministry opportunities, connect
with our neighbors and share the Good News of
the Kingdom of God.

Community UMC, Circleville — Community Kids —
Community UMC's creative ideal is to redesign,

Bainbridge UMC — Building on Good Bones -
Bainbridge UMC is seeking to continue their
inclusivity of persons with physical disability in
access to all areas of our church through repair
& upgrade to our existing elevator, which is
currently non-functioning. The restoration will
continue to allow for independent (or assisted)
operation of the elevator.

Greenfield First UMC — Digital Discipleship — To
better serve the needs of our growing Sunday


https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=2261
https://www.westohioumc.org/news/go-awards-celebrate-innovation-ministry

renovate and reinvigorate Children’s Ministry in
order to have a fun, exciting learning opportunity
for children in our church and our community.
Creating safe spaces where children, on Sunday
and during the week for special events, feel like
they are loved, wanted, unique and can grow
with Jesus. Currently our Children’s Ministry area
is in the basement, which creates a security
issue, and is very gloomy.

school, our in-church and online worship
services, and our community outreach ministries,
Greenfield First UMC needs new technology /
digital equipment and a new computer program
to replace the 13- to 14-year-old one we
currently use. We believe this can help us in this
digital age to connect to those outside the
church.

Orient UMC — Love Thy Neighbor Initiative — The initiative will use technology to bridge relationships with
those inside and outside the church by advancing our technology through social media platforms, as well
as preparing for increased attendance with updates to our grounds and starting a small foundation of a
food ministry for our surrounding community neighbors. We are loving our neighbors both near and far.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT GRANTS
Ministries that are focused on cultivating long-term relationship with the community to made disciples of
Jesus Christ. Some examples are: fresh expressing of church, ministries involving social transformation,

ministries of inclusion.

Greenfield First UMC — Philippians 4:13: Lost No More - In collaboration with the Highland County
Community Action, GFUMC will offer a special service and meal for anyone with is struggling the first
Thursday of each month. A meal will be served following a service of inspirational testimonies, worship
and music. Trained counselors will be on hand to assist with mental health or substance abuse issues.
This is the place for strengthening anyone going through recovery, abuse, loneliness or bereavement

through providing support and spiritual nourishment.

EMERGING GENERATIONS GRANTS
Ministries that engage children, your, young adults andy/or families. Some examples are: intergenerational
worship collaboration with local elementary schools, joint Youth Activities with other UMCs, college-age
ministries or youth projects that are led by young people.




Community UMC, Circleville — Community Kids -
Community UMC's creative ideal is to redesign,
renovate and reinvigorate Children’s Ministry in
order to have a fun, exciting learning opportunity
for children in our church and our community.
Our vision is to have an immersive, fun and
engaging program, one where children will want
to invite their friends.

South Salem UMC — ASK Grads — The idea of
this ministry is to stay in contact with
“graduates” of Buckskin Elementary School.
Through our ASK K-5 ministry, we have built
relationships with many students that move on
to the middle school at Greenfield. Instead of
feeling like they have moved on, we hope to
develop a program that allows time and space to
keep those students connected to our church
through food, fellowship, bible study and
singing.

Circleville Community’s ministry was also one of the four finalists for United Methodist Foundation of West
Ohio’s Breakout Vision of the Year. They received additional grant money from UMFWO.

BISHOP APPOINTS NEW DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS

Effective July 1, 2025, Bishop Hee-Soo Jung intends to appoint the Rev. Wes Souders (pictured above,
left) and the Rev. Don Wilson (pictured above, right) to the West Ohio Conference Cabinet. Souders will
serve the Scioto River District while Wilson will serve the Western Lakes District. Additionally, the Rev.
Dr. Jim Wilson will be appointed to the Olentangy River District upon the retirement of the Rev. Calvin

Alston.

I have selected these pastors to serve on the Cabinet because their lives and ministries are grounded in
Scripture. Their integrity and adaptability will be great blessings to their districts and the Cabinet,” said
Bishop Jung. According to the bishop, the two new superintendents were selected through a communal

discernment process.

As of July 1, 2025 these will be the District Superintendents and their appointments.
Great Miami River District - Rev. Dr. Suzanne Allen
Hocking River District - Rev. Mark Chow
Maumee River District - Rev. Amy Haines
Olentangy River District - Rev. Dr. Jim Wilson
Scioto River District - Rev. Wes Souders
Western Lakes District - Rev. Dr. Don Wilson

READ MORE

WEST OHIO ANNUAL CONFERENCE SCHEDULED
MAY 28-31, 2025
CAPITAL UNIVERSITY

LAY MEMBERS AT-LARGE FROM THE DISTRICT
NEEDED FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE


https://www.westohioumc.org/news/bishop-jung-announces-cabinet-appointments
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The 56th session of the West Ohio Conference
will be held May 28 through May 31 at Capital
University in Bexley. This will be the first Ohio
Episcopal Area annual conference in which
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung presides. The theme for
this year's session is Rise Up, Beloved: Trust in
God’s Promises based on the scripture from
Mark 5:35-43 (NIV)

Registration will open March 1. More information
will be posted as it becomes available.

Information will be posted on this link

@ @
s

Are you interested in participating at Annual
Conference? Each district is allotted a certain
number of Lay Members At-Large to balance the
number of clergy and laity who have voting
privileges.

Annual conference begins Wednesday, May 28
with Clergy Session, Laity Session and Opening
Worship. The conference will continue through
Saturday, May 31.

If you are interested in serving, please complete
this form and return it to the district office by
February 28.

Information will be posted on this link

OPPORTUNITIES ACROSS THE CONFERENCE
(CLICK ON THE LINK FOR MORE INFORMATION)

Last Call for Laity Discernment Retreats February 18, 25 and April 8 (zoom)

New Date for MLK East/West Ohio Celebration February 23, Garfield Memorial UMC, Pepper Pike

Harry Denman Evangelical Award Nominations Open (Nominations due March 15)

Vacation Bible School Mini Grants Available through United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio

(applications due February 28)

Clergy Renewal Scholarships Available for Lakeside Retreat (applications due by February 15)

All-In Community Opportunities

Love Thy Self Vicarious Trama Self-Care Workshop February 14 (zoom)

Wellness Wednesdays February 26 (zoom)

Green Church Training February 23, Urban Farm Church, Columbus

Emerging Generations Resources Available

Volunteers in Mission Leader Training March 8, Aley UMC, Beavercreek

Workers Compensation Training March 18, May 13

DISTRICT REMINDERS AND RESOURCES
ANNUAL REPORTING DUE DATES

APRIL 15
Year End Statistical Data to be entered in GCFA's
AC Stats platform. Find Details HERE

JUNE 1
Committee Driven Reports (click HERE)

WEST OHIO CONFERENCE& RESOURCES

CONNECTING  WEST  OHIO
Ministries Resources & Schedule)\

(Connectional

NEW ZENLER LEARNING PLATFORM

UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION OF WEST
OHIO



https://www.westohioumc.org/annual-conference/annual-conference-2025-rise-beloved
https://files.constantcontact.com/af074c8b001/9d4f5003-767c-4f2e-be79-bca7bdce2cdf.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.westohioumc.org/annual-conference/annual-conference-2025-rise-beloved
https://www.westohioumc.org/leadership/laity-discernment-retreats
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/east-and-west-ohio-conferences-commemorate-mlk-day-together-february-23-2025
https://www.westohioumc.org/news/nominations-harry-denman-award-are-now-being-accepted
https://www.westohioumc.org/form/umfwo-vacation-bible-school-2025
https://www.westohioumc.org/news/clergy-renewal-scholarships-offered-lakeside?fbclid=IwY2xjawIPGENleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHTEjhApwJ67CZqDPm6n_Lmq6GCfFj7gXz2KUgCjpbuPM1iKY6gjIRpoOqQ_aem_by84BKINSZwIb36fNF_AMg
https://files.constantcontact.com/af074c8b001/c75c8092-cf10-45fa-96ad-284cc879ee03.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/af074c8b001/8ad26c99-f755-400c-be00-26c4e2107b62.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/green-church-training-february-23
https://www.westohioumc.org/ministries/emerging-generations
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/volunteers-mission-vim-team-leader-training-0
https://www.westohioumc.org/news/workers-comp-trainings-announced
https://www.westohioumc.org/stewardship-finance/end-year-reports
https://www.westohioumc.org/stewardship-finance/2024-annual-report-forms
https://files.constantcontact.com/af074c8b001/3f566fb9-c384-4f9c-8f59-08aa0871b476.pdf?rdr=true_gl=1*yrkh8x*_gcl_dc*R0NMLjE3Mjc4ODY3MjEuMmM1YWI3ODc1YzRlMTI2NzgyY2ZkMTdhMjkzYjQzYWY.*_gcl_au*MTM4NTY3NTkzLjE3Mjc0NDE5NjE.*_ga*NTgzOTEwNzU1LjE3Mjc0NDE0Njg.*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTcyNzg4MjUzNy40LjEuMTcyNzg5NDk4Ni42MC4wLjA.&_gl=1*umz7fi*_gcl_dc*R0NMLjE3MzQwMjUxMTEuMWM0OTRkZjk0MGU2MWU0MGJhZDcyYWEyNWY2ODQ0N2M.*_gcl_au*MTExODAxOTA2Ni4xNzM1ODM0ODYx*_ga*NTgzOTEwNzU1LjE3Mjc0NDE0Njg.*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTczODY4NDM2MC42Mi4xLjE3Mzg2ODc5MjUuNS4wLjA.
https://westohioumc.newzenler.com/
https://umfwestohio.org/

Parsonage Inspection
CLERGY WELLNESS FINANCIAL RESOURCE
Trustee Legal & Property Report GUIDE

Fund Balance Report GENERATE OHIO (Resources for Congregations
Seeing to Grow Younger)

Clergy Evaluation
EVENTS AROUND THE CONFERENCE

DECEMBER 1
Charge Conference forms due - All Forms can be MINISTRY RESOURCE HELPLINE
found HERE

UPDATE YOUR CHURCH PROFILE

DISABILITY AUDIT FOR YOUR CHURCH
BUILDING

CLICK HERE TO BE DIRECTED TO THE WEST
OHIO CONFERENCE'S HOMEPAGE FOR OTHER
NEWS

CONTINUING OUR PRAYER MINISTRY

It has been a standing custom to list each month to lift in prayer. Please add these churches and their
pastors to your prayer lists this month. Pray for the congregation, the pastor, their ministries and the
communities they serve.

e Week of February 2
e Bishop Hill UMC, Pastor Haden Davis
e Week of February 9
e Blanchester Grace UMC, Pastor Dean Feldmeyer
e Week of February 16
e Browns Chapel UMC, Pastor David Yinger
e Week of February 23
e Chillicothe Trinity UMC, Pastor Wes Souders
e Week of March 2
e Circleville Community UMC, Pastor Marie Smith

CLICK HERE FOR A LIST OF ALL CHURCHES AND PASTORS IN THE SCIOTO RIVER DISTRICT

Scioto River District, West Ohio Conference, The United Methodist Church | 260 Mill Street, PO
Box 124 | Chillicothe, OH 45601 US
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