Scioto River
o District

Scioto River District Website FACEBOOK - Check here for
local church events

LIST OF CHURCHES AND PASTORS IN THE SCIOTO RIVER DISTRICT

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES IN THE SCIOTO RIVER DISTRICT

e District Superintendent Installation Service - Sunday, September 7, 4:00pm - Bishop Jung will
lead the service at First UMC, 405 South Street, Greenfield. Anyone may attend.

e Regional Charge Conferences are scheduled for the following dates (locations to be determined)
e Sunday October 26 - two locations at 2:00pm and 6:00pm
e Sunday November 2- two locations at 2:00pm and 6:00pm
e Sunday, November 9 - one location at 2:00pm

CLASSIFIEDS
eangandis " We proygl o SOLUTIONG — gU00ePt cong
XDIREET_?hR COF OUTF_{tEAUChI/-llc Eacesinlans Mensgonr, S2UEIe Mronary sy 1o
enia Faith Community 2nd Commerciat 0" ReSidentiay

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC a1 e Sondo comeg o

. . . e in, livi
Xenia Faith Community UMC I;ngy:r:féiﬁj{ oiny 280

are

€ach unjt g * CA
BOOKS AVAILABLE R e o
Unbinding the Gospel Series ans 1 X A ‘QWJ

- Bot

SACRISTY ITEMS N Provery %oms ang' (11 4



https://www.westohioumc.org/sciotoriver
https://www.facebook.com/SciotoRiverDistrict
https://files.constantcontact.com/af074c8b001/ebf8e9a2-be94-4c88-a152-e06fa0e4f564.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/classifieds/director-outreach-xenia-faith-community-umc
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/classifieds/director-music-xenia-faith-community-umc
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/classifieds/free-books-unbinding-gospel-series
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/classifieds/free-sacristy-items
https://youtu.be/kDhptlUBZoI
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=aef99b31-0f1f-42a3-9020-6f5ea11f5f7a

CELEBRATING

METHODIST MISSIONS
@ N OHIO, KOREA, AND BEYOND

The 140-Year Legacy of Mary & William Scranton

A CALL FOR CHURCHES TO PRAY FOR THE AUGUST 4-6 MISSIONS CELEBRATION

A celebration honoring Mary and William Scranton — the first missionaries to Korea - is taking place
August 4-6 at Church of the Saviour in Cleveland Heights. Through their work Mary and William have
impacted countless lives because of the churches, hospitals, and schools they helped start. The
anniversary is being marked with a three-day celebration which includes a special opening worship on
Monday evening featuring President of the Council of Bishops, Bishop Tracy S. Malone. Registration has
ended for this event, however, opening worship will be livestreamed for all to see. Click here to watch
the livestream.

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung and the event design team ask congregations to take a moment during worship
services the first weekend in August to offer a community prayer that God will use the celebration and
the celebrants in a mighty way for the continued transformation of the world. Click here for a Gall to

Worship.
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Scan the QR August 15 & 16

Worthington UMC
Coc‘le e 600 High Street
register Worthington, OH

OHIO LAYPEOPLE INVITED TO STATEWIDE
LAITY CONVOCATION
August 15-16, 2025 - Worthington UMC

All laity in the East and West Ohio Conferences
of The United Methodist Church are invited to
participate in a Laity Convocation hosted by
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, scheduled for August 15-
16, at Worthington UMC.

This Laity Convocation is for laypeople all over
Ohio to come together to celebrate our faith and
community! This event is designed for all
members of the church who are not ordained
clergy - that's you, the laity! It will be a time to
connect with fellow church members, participate
in workshops, and grow in your faith.

Don't miss this opportunity to deepen your
spiritual journey and strengthen your role within
the church community. See you there!
REGISTER HERE

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS

LAITY SUNDAY is a special Sunday defined by General
Conference “to celebrate the ministry of all Christians”

WHO ARE LAITY?

The laity are all people in the congregation who
are not clergy.

According to the Book of Discipline (2024),
Section 2, § 127.

The Ministry of the Laity—The ministry of the
laity flows from a commitment to Christ's
outreaching love. Lay members of The United
Methodist Church are, by history and calling,
active advocates of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Every layperson is called to carry out the Great
Commission  (Matthew  28:18-20); every
layperson is called to be missional. The witness
of the laity, their Christ-like examples of
everyday living as well as the sharing of their
own faith experiences of the gospel, is the
primary evangelistic ministry through which all
people will come to know Christ and The United
Methodist Church will fulfill its mission.

Laity can contribute in many ways, such as
serving as Sunday school teachers, worship
leaders, or leading small group Bible studies and
ministries. They can also serve their local
churches or communities through their
professional skills, such as accounting, law,
nursing, social work, and more.

If a lay person seeks to develop as a leader in
the church, Certified Lay Ministries offers
education for spiritual and leadership
development. To learn more, click here. If you
have any questions, please contact Kathy Moore,
Director of Lay Servant Ministries,
at kmoore@wocumc.org.

To begin your journey in ministry, please
read “Introduction to Spiritual Gifts” an article
written by Rev. Ken Sloan for Discipleship
Ministries.
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https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/news_item/files/Laity Convocation Workshop descriptions.pdf
https://www.westohioumc.org/leadership/lay-servant-ministries
mailto:kmoore@wocumc.org
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/an-introduction-to-spiritual-gifts

(The Book of Discipline — 2020/2024, 9 264.2).

The ministry of the laity is the work of mission or [ PRAY THAT OUT OF
ministry to which each believer is called. As Christians, HIS GLORIOUS RICHES
we are all called to this ministry or priesthood — not HE MAY STRENGTHEN
just clergy. Each of us has a responsibility to proclaim ngg[}'\[’;gg llzsoéhrl’}lsll;lT
the Good News and reach out to others in love. IN YOUR INNER BEING
EPHESIANS 3:16

Traditionally observed on the third Sunday in October,
Laity Sunday celebrates the deeply held deep
conviction that all people are called to participate in
God's mission and live out this calling through the ministry of the church.

Ministries of the laity include lay leaders, lay servants, Sunday school teachers, small group Bible study
leaders, deaconesses, home missioners, and other roles not held by ordained clergy.

The theme for the 2025 Laity Sunday is Be Strong in the Spirit (Ephesians 3:16). For resources, visit the
Discipleship Ministries website by clicking here.

Other resources will be available from the West Ohio Conference Co-Lay Leaders and the Director of
Faith Formation and Lay Ministry in the next few weeks.

CERTIFIED LAY MINISTRIES ACADEMY R 'k
September 5-6, 2025

The 2026 Certified Lay Minister Academy Retreat will be held September Cer ti ﬁed

5-6 at the West Ohio Conference Center in Worthington. La y M "‘"Stry
Beginning on Friday from 6-8:30pm, the retreat will offer an Academ y
informational session for those not enrolled in the Academy but

interested in becoming a Certified Lay Minister. You will learn about the

Certified Lay Minister Academy and hear from West Ohio CLMs as they

share their ministry journey. Other CLMs currently serving in West Ohio

are invited to attend.

On Saturday, from 9am-3:30pm, the Academy kicks off with two courses: Spiritual Disciplines and
Cultural Competency. The day will offer opportunities to explore the Academy further, reflect, and enjoy
time together. The weekend concludes with worship and communion.

Enroliment for the full retreat requires submission of specific documents in advance. Get more
information by dlicking here.

Contact Kathy Moore at kathymoore@wocumc.org with any questions.
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GENEROSITY SUMMIT 2025 COMING THIS SEPTEMBER
Register before August 1 for the discount room rate

The United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio Generosity Summit features two full days of teaching on
stewardship, clergy financial education, church finance and investment best practices provided by
speakers from across the connection. This event will be held at Maumee Bay Lodge & Conference Center
on Lake Erie. The cost is $350 for single occupancy, with lower prices for those who are sharing rooms.

Scholarships are available from both the UMFWO and the Methodist Foundation of Ohio to cover the cost


https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FobFgl_qJLpTdWSQI99uVa7MCayFNx0-tQw5efebgdcdGscV6QepC1reTOtMROga5Bc_T1eyYVXUWmJtdRWMk33joIfhUhC4ZWx2eRl7cxL_tFTh3B2Mty0jikU0VCSPO9MUAWjI-NQg8Qpf3Q1Vb9A-fxDzi1Innr_pWQrOFy59P0LnDhQLJqcFWuRgnKQdWC0lHMxtNu6WrUCY1lj-_Pxk1FJto3gB3JzAHfff-tM=&c=ZU3DqsBlzSzIbwbL852MlNYaerPaz_J-twJKbozDsUZVAI3-ctz5ng==&ch=qVWrDc4lLr3jgFHwpQBeHMjTTUO7cc3K8Vu9jhnjriB75MkN3u563A==
mailto:kathymoore@wocumc.org

of the registration, which includes meals. Click here for more information about the schedule/speakers
and to register. For more information on the scholarship from the UMFWO, contact Susan Black at
sblack@wocumec.org to apply.

For more information on the scholarship from the Methodist Foundation of Ohio e-mail Brian Sheetz at

brian@eoumf.org.

THANK YOU FOR 100% APPORTIONMENTS

Apportionments

Connecting
Your Church

Apportionments are the way that congregations are
connected to the conference and the world. Apportionments
are used to fund the global mission and witness of our
church, to help provide the necessary structure to respond
in moments of crisis locally, nationally, internationally, and
to develop and nurture the leaders we need today and
tomorrow. The basic idea behind apportionments is that
local congregations send some of the money they collect to
accomplish things that are either beyond their ability to do as individual congregations or that can be
done more effectively or efficiently together.

to the World

The United Methodist Church connectional giving is about everyone working together to accomplish
something bigger than themselves. We thank you for your generosity which can bring change around the

world.

The Scioto River District would like to thank the
following churches for paying 100% of their

apportionments by the end of June:

Alma UMC
Bishop Hill UMC
Browns Chapel UMC
Cedar Hill Calvary UMC
Clarksville UMC
Friendship UMC
Haverhill UMC
Pleasant Hill White UMC
Springbank UMC
Staunton UMC
Zoar UMC

These churches are "On Track" (have paid 50%
or more) on their apportionments:

Bear Creek UMC
Bainbridge UMC
Xenia Faith Community UMC
Felicity UMC
Stoutsville St Paul UMC
Circleville Community UMC
Xenia Evangelical UMC
Fairborn UMC
Chillicothe Trinity UMC
Sugar Grove UMC (Fairfield Co) Valley UMC
Dumontville UMC
Williamsport UMC
Walnut Street UMC
Blanchester Grace UMC
Baltimore United UMC
Lithopolis UMC
Winchester UMC
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AUGUST GREEN CHURCH TRAINING OPEN TO

WEST OHIO
August 20, 2025, Ashland UMC

ALL OHIO SCHOOL OF MINISTRY

SEPTEMBER 18-20, 2025
Kalahari Resorts, Sandusky

{ ' West Ohio Emerging Generations

Connections

TH H B N


https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00112dNMf0fOCajtRMGIapN5rkJej_JA-ruYCU4-GAhUXyMoDyWnf9JLaXB07USZG1F2y5WMKb3312YvRQeHyFdhHhvxcfgU3ur6wXxZBI5B1ccyNyvXHxSbHMBk87beON90Ju-X11MVKyZ2C0WtV_pHz01GyLyJyh0L6p3Kit-z7IPU1JOKM2fUg==&c=btX_2LdhG66266lnfuPJpfl4T-qRVjBRekHJTjaNQ9AVRmxauN6ooQ==&ch=quMxVSbNzGHq4zuGQ6oazSvnIR9dfXpMPUq9_J48oZi5PH4IE7baVQ==
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mailto:brian@eoumf.org
https://eastohio-reg.brtapp.com/GreenChurchAshland
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/2025-school-ministry

LET'S NOT MISS OUR MOMENT: 10 CONCERNS
ABOUT ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND THE
CHURCH

EMERGING GENERATIONS RESOURCES

Visit our website for up
to date information and
this year's depot list!

FOSOHIO.ORG/KITS-DEPOTS

FESTIVAL OF SHARING

The Festival of Sharing is a yearly service
opportunity for United Methodists to prepare kits
for hygiene, school, and cleanup to be delivered to
those in need.

Kit collection is taking place at First Community
Church in Columbus again this year on Friday,
September 26th from 3-5pm and Saturday,
September 27th from 9-11am.

Visit the FOS website to find the list of kits needed
and the packaging instructions for each one. The
item list for the hygiene kits has changed! Click
here for the current list.

NEED TO MAKE A WILL?
The UM Foundation of West Ohio has you covered

It's estimated that nearly 70% of people don't
have a will, which can cost descendants more in
the long run through the probate process. Cost
and access to help are typically identified as the
primary barriers.

Partnering with the online platform, Crescendo
Interactive, the West Ohio Foundation has added a
way for you to create a basic will for free. All you
have to do to get started is visit their website:
www.umfwestohio.org, go to the Plan Your
Philanthropy page, create an account and follow
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AUGUST EXPANDING CONNECTION BOOK CLUB

The Expanding Connection Book Club has selected
five children’s books from the United Women in
Faith’s Reading Program for the August book
discussion.

Book titles include Sitti's Bird: A Gaza Story, The
Tower of Life, Berry Song, Until Someone Listens,
and Love is Loud. All titles will engage readers in
real-life current topics. There is sure to be a lively
discussion!

Join the group on Zoom, Tuesday, August 19 from
7-8:30 pm. Contact Julie Carter
(jcarter@wocumc.org) with questions.

—
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9 COMMON COPYRIGHT MYTHS

Using popular worship songs in your ministry can
help your members engage in worship, but there
are some risks. A simple Google search would
provide you with a plethora of articles about
copyright laws, but we all know you can't trust
everything you read on the internet.

You can trust the Legal Services team at UMC
Support who has put together a list of 9
misunderstandings for you to review. dlick here to

read the story


https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/lets-not-miss-our-moment-10-concerns-about-ai-and-the-church
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https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FobFgl_qJLpTdWSQI99uVa7MCayFNx0-tQw5efebgdcdGscV6QepC3t6oCmsDzymwi3A0pjAHH2soAkj04Pt6Iftse9DDh01Dbw76jofBkOXM8AuMHMHA4yNBvrOJ42bJP8ygbJxEU6oWX5kOBrwjZaf9Koall_8y1k150uE5Ud5iEM5oMNhA6iFXV_V6JYo&c=ZU3DqsBlzSzIbwbL852MlNYaerPaz_J-twJKbozDsUZVAI3-ctz5ng==&ch=qVWrDc4lLr3jgFHwpQBeHMjTTUO7cc3K8Vu9jhnjriB75MkN3u563A==
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cN7WDIz9ZnXoaoGUGom0YR1N-f41L0Fz5HYBjiT9bHKQ0xaPFYAQwGKjLpp9oFQPkfhUMMys1cZlqTvF50vkbXeilQzg--mLNwEVFE68cUs_4gzAYYfg-4INA1w7zqXB8ZXaycARIqq_O64WtZPb1gQc6vjHqEJA&c=Q6-GJxZIQHaJNlq6KuD_l7hcPkUP092DC1L4WtwZf_fTJcGKgYvllQ==&ch=VET_vm44We_Vn_4C3W-tbNrWcPcPtdG_RltQuxM2SiQ20Ez04fwCfg==
mailto:jcarter@wocumc.org
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00112dNMf0fOCajtRMGIapN5rkJej_JA-ruYCU4-GAhUXyMoDyWnf9JLSdDgnI75_2LBrkbZP-ZQhMZS7H351bCrgRNRrUrPOBbT8jQz2LCOBfnusBZ2Cf2xK68GHjAu4nykYlPam3AioHojQBtA6romTrGu8aW_Ck6Y-73plkF8SYbWpcS09X8QDXgWEPwVBTpRJzcwXobRDE=&c=3Srwot6Oe3NLMzpByVsmzxNF1uiIuJTjsGqLiB8UV67FAF_ibHZ-Mg==&ch=kJN2-J0eEmVh5ReNHZjEaJSgSWe6U7DB5lLaXxuH1mwGANgM2DNlSQ==

the step-by-step instructions. The Foundation also
offers an Estate Planning Guide that you can
access by clicking here.

For more information contact the West Ohio
Foundation at 330.223.9257

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH APPORTIONED FUNDS

UNITED
IMPACT

RESOURGES TO EXPLAIN HOW APPORTIONED FUNDS WORK

UNITED IN IMPACT: GIVING TO OUR
CONNECTIONAL SYSTEM

LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES COURSES AVAILABLE

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE NEW LEADERSHIP
LABS FROM ALL IN COMMUNITY

N

PREACHERS® RELIEF SOCIETY
OF THE WEST OHIO CONFERENCE

PASTOR RELIEF SOCIETY PROVIDES SUPPORT
FOR CLERGY

COMMITTEE-DRIVEN REPORTS AVAILABLE ONLINE

ALL REPORTS DUE JUNE 1

WHY REPORTING IS ESSENTIAL IN THE UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH

Report forms can be found by logging on to the West Ohio
Conference website and navigating to MyChurch / Annual
Reports, or if you would prefer a printed copy, contact the

District Office.

TRUSTEE REPORTS
Trustee Legal and Property Report
Parsonage Inspection
Accessibility Audit
Green Church Audit

CHURCH HISTORIAN
Local Church History Survey Form
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STAFF/PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS
COMMITTEE
Local Church Pastor Assessment
Pastoral SPRC Assessment
SMART Goal Formation Plan Guide

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Annual Fund Balance Report (Audit)

CONFERENCE NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES
(CLICK ON THE LINK FOR MORE INFORMATION)

West Ohio Conference Homepage

Events Around the Conference

Emerging Generations Resources Available. Find
information about ministries connected to
children, youth, and young adults. Family
Ministry based Lenten Devotional available as
well as Emerging Generations Connections.

New & Improved MissionlInsite is Available

United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio

Connecting West Ohio (Connectional Ministries

Resources & Schedule)\

New Clergy Financial Wellness Resource Guide
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https://files.constantcontact.com/af074c8b001/edcb29d7-d052-4946-84a5-dc0cf815fae3.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.westohioumc.org/ministries/equipping-events
https://www.westohioumc.org/news/prs-west-ohio-helping-clergy-1837
https://www.westohioumc.org/
https://www.westohioumc.org/events
https://www.westohioumc.org/ministries/emerging-generations
https://www.westohioumc.org/2025-family-lenten-journal
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yVVTH0XNCGtfGLu8DEoblw3ZYM4q5OXWUc6Nzm1RobshTyM7x8ocuzwKIWWhU6mApU86-p8r5hQCbn3KKuvoZPtTb5zaosNxUF-icBhHA7jnhnCDPLRxrQBHtPODaqfs4HJyTiOGmCTuaN0e77CblDIfkRkYrj40yV0ZRBew-jnTV6glOdIGnPOpo0m6yDUsZyIF5pUhfLk=&c=Juk72wVMrifpdYPb-xNP09yTUQ5ZwZktS0kpl0Gir6dKeHvAQiJDVw==&ch=s7fUBVTSWVrEm0h2253VMdbzRm06lRkDu6MOBFdkYoX4PKum_P7Dqg==
https://app.missioninsite.com/login
https://umfwestohio.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/af074c8b001/3f566fb9-c384-4f9c-8f59-08aa0871b476.pdf?rdr=true_gl=1*yrkh8x*_gcl_dc*R0NMLjE3Mjc4ODY3MjEuMmM1YWI3ODc1YzRlMTI2NzgyY2ZkMTdhMjkzYjQzYWY.*_gcl_au*MTM4NTY3NTkzLjE3Mjc0NDE5NjE.*_ga*NTgzOTEwNzU1LjE3Mjc0NDE0Njg.*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTcyNzg4MjUzNy40LjEuMTcyNzg5NDk4Ni42MC4wLjA.&_gl=1*1k53d7i*_gcl_au*MTExODAxOTA2Ni4xNzM1ODM0ODYx*_ga*NTgzOTEwNzU1LjE3Mjc0NDE0Njg.*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTc0MzE4MDc0MC45My4xLjE3NDMxODc2MDEuNTUuMC4w
https://nbm8cqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yVVTH0XNCGtfGLu8DEoblw3ZYM4q5OXWUc6Nzm1RobshTyM7x8ocu5eFg5EaCQIKYs9cd_9j2cjHOp7iUg4DUJgqGoFAWl1HPVtDu-DVLJBt_OYA_HtS8ssOOHqVnk5QIkh6gkW_NSleBbn3k8RqjvB_gjW0zzzQr2xRjUAmy157XeHGm3M_FA==&c=Juk72wVMrifpdYPb-xNP09yTUQ5ZwZktS0kpl0Gir6dKeHvAQiJDVw==&ch=s7fUBVTSWVrEm0h2253VMdbzRm06lRkDu6MOBFdkYoX4PKum_P7Dqg==

Ministry Resource Helpline

NewZenler Training Platform

Update Your Church Profile

CONTINUING OUR PRAYER MINISTRY

It has been a long-standing tradition to pray for a local church
each week. Please add these churches and their pastors to your
prayer lists this month. Pray for the congregation, the pastor,
their ministries and the communities they serve.

o Week of July 27
e Richmond Dale UMC, Pastor Karen Farr
e Bellbrook UMC, Pastor Mary Beth Cheeseman
e Breman Calvary UMC, Pastor Bill Montgomery
e Week of August 3
e Sabina UMC, Pastor Debbie Kaylor
e Salem UMC, Carroll - served by Laity
e Shalom UMC, Carroll - Pastor Melissa Hart
e Week of August 10
e Second Creek UMC - Served by Laity
e Cedarville UMC, Pastor Robert Henery & Pastor Roderick Leupp
e Dumontville UMC, Pastor Patricia Wycuff
o Week of August 17
e Sharon UMC, Served by Laity
e FEleazer UMC, Pastor Roderick Leupp
e Fairborn UMC, Pastor Jeffery Blair
o Week of August 24
e South Point UMC, Pastor Jamie Mosley
e Felicity UMC, Pastor Roger Dill
e Jamestown UMC, Pastor Scott Hicks
e Week of August 31
e South Salem UMC, Pastor Sam Mincey
e Lancaster First UMC, Pastor Nikki Baker & Pastor Kathleen Kisner
e |ancaster Maple Street, Pastor Kevin Chambers
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