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WLD Important Information

Deadline to Register for The West Ohio Conference Special
Called Annual Conference is Sunday, October 1st
Paragraph 603.5 of The 2016 Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church outlines
the provisions by which a Special Session of the Annual Conference may be called “by the
bishop with concurrence of three-fourths of the district superintendents.”
 
Registration for this special Annual Conference will end on October 1st, and  all clergy
members, lay members and guests must register.
 
Because electronic voting devices will be used and we must order those ahead of Annual
Conference, pre-registration will be required so that we can ensure we have enough
voting devices available. You must pre-register in order to vote at Annual
Conference.  Only those that register will receive devices to vote.
 
We will be electing delegates for Jurisdictional Conference, and more information about
how to serve as a delegate can be found here.
 
Click Here For More Details and The Registration Page Link

Western Lakes District Charge Conferences
Regional charge conferences are coming up in November. This is always an important
time together as we elect church officers, establish compensation packages, and review
our membership rolls. Our plan is to hold regional gatherings by county circuits
on November 12 and 19. 

Please sign up for your church's regional conference here.

You may go ahead and have your committee meetings and begin collecting your
information now. The forms needed for charge conferences can be found below. The
website is not ready for online entry yet, but will be very soon.
 
Charge Conference complete worksheet packet
Charge Conference complete worksheet packet - Word Doc
2024 Minimum Salary guide
Trustee Legal & Property Report - if not completed in June
Parsonage Inspection Report - if not completed in June

HealthFlex Update From Conference Benefits Office 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OsWOAXtVzX9DzpdLTUHeyXuW2zyolOWYTLHray3sFy1OOCAVbzAoc4ppRgFZfvKvyEGVoZX_IXy2JOe8ehSGi9-VkI2kDH2kjkIRuO6PFj1ilM2tyJ-9RrKeX-5XucwV_PVJDdHRofCxvbYqWjCSLRnjoZuO2YRTgbABecxxonFvESVEwT7Ze-g6WLGtG5K-&c=uHiPczAohBQlN9uPUzSz9te6fQOkh7IE5sWEHciP6KIwe_sGKRrzwQ==&ch=ne9sQPg-6eVPQyAs4JBGFN7_nwI96dE5wWT8C6ChU2yNyESfncCOWA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OsWOAXtVzX9DzpdLTUHeyXuW2zyolOWYTLHray3sFy1OOCAVbzAoc4ppRgFZfvKvyEGVoZX_IXy2JOe8ehSGi9-VkI2kDH2kjkIRuO6PFj1ilM2tyJ-9RrKeX-5XucwV_PVJDdHRofCxvbYqWjCSLRnjoZuO2YRTgbABecxxonFvESVEwT7Ze-g6WLGtG5K-&c=uHiPczAohBQlN9uPUzSz9te6fQOkh7IE5sWEHciP6KIwe_sGKRrzwQ==&ch=ne9sQPg-6eVPQyAs4JBGFN7_nwI96dE5wWT8C6ChU2yNyESfncCOWA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OsWOAXtVzX9DzpdLTUHeyXuW2zyolOWYTLHray3sFy1OOCAVbzAoc4ppRgFZfvKv4SHCpegppwZuS9Hz7kUHyTKI8BcwmDs6mHnnSmqh42hDyPk4BCx0rbCQYL28hE5CNdCgBVRC6j5qCG8dzmbnpVB5ObgqqL64m4sW7CrrRoUb5Jb5sCK_ZTs0PkbP6WZ9W9dV_2X0BSqR8F3phTE4LgYSw2KIFc_S&c=uHiPczAohBQlN9uPUzSz9te6fQOkh7IE5sWEHciP6KIwe_sGKRrzwQ==&ch=ne9sQPg-6eVPQyAs4JBGFN7_nwI96dE5wWT8C6ChU2yNyESfncCOWA==
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E48A4A629A1F5C70-20231#/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001js90dsOLCB0EYAixnUECMEpZgOAygxAqoUs3ADUN2NEjMIdH6eIm08gnsIqiT6xP3EgVv9XwOLGbNQtlxZM5egxF4eAHPIyKLNNNeO3TZSPHDeY-2XTq0bHYDC-HwgDAKfP0IgFHD53gHejmY1aEJ0vkQ8g2uskzOuZlxmWQdRvcwXj4TQqzCy2khFaVAp_wscN9TS74UzjtfXXWXTvQDsh1TNxLrplURvmiPIlOhNWVc77WklzoJg==&c=DaI9JYHY-t79Rh4anaMW8IFSHZGiNeDdZPC6Z6kI4wSSJrOWVlDSvA==&ch=c8PG6DPhmoHabjXL5JKSGHSWovtZbBINSUIcRMcTsRzpwYv0Whhxaw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001js90dsOLCB0EYAixnUECMEpZgOAygxAqoUs3ADUN2NEjMIdH6eIm08gnsIqiT6xPlh2I5ZB763TmObw64zHAolTLym7abfT_FiJIy58w1LfLI0nNFM9b_0_UyU1vWopX9pK8PO-9nLxPtZaTn59jl_bEIeyfeWK9imvjLiRXFlHkNu8uHRN8aZwd7J-YwRzyf5ahAq_S9SxoGkuh7Y8f2RyzskTxEOlfhKoOcJ7UqKQrEZgB46ehGA==&c=DaI9JYHY-t79Rh4anaMW8IFSHZGiNeDdZPC6Z6kI4wSSJrOWVlDSvA==&ch=c8PG6DPhmoHabjXL5JKSGHSWovtZbBINSUIcRMcTsRzpwYv0Whhxaw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001js90dsOLCB0EYAixnUECMEpZgOAygxAqoUs3ADUN2NEjMIdH6eIm08gnsIqiT6xPJuTewXQV0XKR5eDuvRNHZRp6nhwgb5K7vBt1rKoyM52difo2XP5IYBYtenRSeRImcsVQs-Y7kqR4Coh1NMGk9J2I91JZ70PSa0MvjkXskA4rnOSzi9BvhC_uCoJQQPmFOgVbaI5j0D3Vg5A6tgXxvdhnBJ56_MfuFDcjfChotjEXJIb7UiC-IA==&c=DaI9JYHY-t79Rh4anaMW8IFSHZGiNeDdZPC6Z6kI4wSSJrOWVlDSvA==&ch=c8PG6DPhmoHabjXL5JKSGHSWovtZbBINSUIcRMcTsRzpwYv0Whhxaw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001js90dsOLCB0EYAixnUECMEpZgOAygxAqoUs3ADUN2NEjMIdH6eIm08gnsIqiT6xP7R91zi8MVAiVnBOIFVWubN-fXAd5JK2SXGmLn-G2qUQENaziMESnoNgu4RWdBqaKKWHkIgmZ3hi6p4JS28JczpBecWXGppdDVcGR0IB-aOn1jfuB1unzxsKMyH9oBSmP42aVHLKHB9iTP793dTK3XX_D2syoOMFPtifgZwvEc_bzWb4jWrjAqg==&c=DaI9JYHY-t79Rh4anaMW8IFSHZGiNeDdZPC6Z6kI4wSSJrOWVlDSvA==&ch=c8PG6DPhmoHabjXL5JKSGHSWovtZbBINSUIcRMcTsRzpwYv0Whhxaw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001js90dsOLCB0EYAixnUECMEpZgOAygxAqoUs3ADUN2NEjMIdH6eIm08gnsIqiT6xPKhOrX_LXYGholS_p9pwk96alK0JEFs08SGflL4ty2Pi_WL1WyGQvlzOzyV84Kj86DCxo0ios4-e_lNWd0Z8vYUY5NcukVdzQIbVXvPhoM9t1Vj19zfk6ddPsh0gSgYdjmrhhqIEaQ9gBZkocrGdj1WLNBsAyTkSIWFsSGXm2hfY3ji7cAID6ew==&c=DaI9JYHY-t79Rh4anaMW8IFSHZGiNeDdZPC6Z6kI4wSSJrOWVlDSvA==&ch=c8PG6DPhmoHabjXL5JKSGHSWovtZbBINSUIcRMcTsRzpwYv0Whhxaw==


The collaboration between the West Ohio Board of Pension and Health and Wespath
Benefits and Investment has made the HealthFlex program increasingly popular. This
program provides comprehensive health and wellness solutions for WOC-eligible active
clergy (non-retired), conference/district employees, and their families. 
 
To stay current on HealthFlex, click here.
 
News and Updates: 
 
·   The HealthFlex Introduction Sessions, held September 11 to 14, were well-attended
and received an overwhelming response from more than 120 participants who attended in
person and virtually. We extend our gratitude to everyone who participated. Don't forget to
visit the webpage for frequently asked questions.
 
·   The ALEX Benefits Counselor is up and running for you to test before enrolling into
HealthFlex! Click Medical - ALEX (myalex.com)  to estimate costs, explore your benefit
options, and contribute to health accounts (i.e., HSA, FSA, DCFSA).
 
Read More

2024 Go Grant Applications Are
Due October 1st
Go Grants are for passionate individuals and
churches eager to explore unchartered
territory. We encourage everyone, regardless

of background or experience, to apply. Diversity is key to inspiring fresh perspectives, and
we are excited to help nurture churches in their ministry.

Innovative ideas will be considered in the following 7 categories:
Family Ministries [a ministry supporting families, children, youth, or college aged
leaders]
Emerging Gen Leaders [a ministry led by children, youth, or college aged leaders]
Inclusion [a ministry focused on hospitality; intentionally including people who are
often overlooked]
Social Transformation [a ministry focused on changing/alleviating institutionalized
norms]
Community Engagement [a ministry focused on cultivating long-term relationships
within your community]

Fresh Expressions/GHX [a new expression of church happening beyond the building]
Building Bridges [a building enhancement to support better accessibility and
connection for those outside of the church building ie. signage, handicap
accessibility, media enhancements]

Deadline to submit applications via our online application is October 1, 2023.
 
*All Go Grants recipients will be invited and celebrated at Bishop’s Go Awards on
February 4, 2024

Events

It is Moving Day in West Liberty -
Friday, Oct 6th
We have a new pastor at West Liberty UMC and he
could use a little help moving. This would be a great
way to welcome Pastor Rod to the area. We are
looking for some people to meet at the parsonage at
10am on Friday, October 6th to help Pastor Rod
move in. The parsonage is located at 206 N. Taylor
St. in West Liberty. Please let Cortney know if you
are able to help. creed@wocumc.org

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001K1puHQho3qaZE8X5RVyPR2pSwD8soA23U8z3YA5SYNyRDpmVLIPgjIRp3pv2UDsfXuKzG324VL21b94HHaKOBwwCiUtHHW0L7Q-nLAavZzG4Kwr7A7806js_pLp1CQf4d9X9kWyzkoShruxTD6n6pmxMnFBVGoJGXmXcY1-iuq14aC4PtfLkeg==&c=x5AwNSjJvuZUv2oZhDApEsK7UA37UdvPElW8Ncd9bRqonlxxZBGkmA==&ch=BmFbnmQeGldm-V5AYbf8Sw1xnh2p_Ejt-7hPBimOYEfFvJK8QJZyPA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001K1puHQho3qaZE8X5RVyPR2pSwD8soA23U8z3YA5SYNyRDpmVLIPgjBDOW1WKuM3596DPRq3c3i5UcC194PcRpmys8F2YUvAb8aYJ6_kZtG0PNuv1wNudNNb-LLLp33-y9DkmzwQGp1Uebl90L_bSewR0_lVDMQ8gROOoTGbzT947HYKFAt1J9KIC4bYhW451&c=x5AwNSjJvuZUv2oZhDApEsK7UA37UdvPElW8Ncd9bRqonlxxZBGkmA==&ch=BmFbnmQeGldm-V5AYbf8Sw1xnh2p_Ejt-7hPBimOYEfFvJK8QJZyPA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012rQiHJnGRNSWFslEU2guguDAnX3E2qWERRsW3R3-X5-wRRROakB35PjrzN8lv9We2PWzIfisr_HXHfpSb0erxh0atrQ4sFxHRuSiRgsQaD9QEYDF0xaTZ2u3d71qXierFCxxLH9eoMMNDSl9ygW0-Fg7jrYzonZGx38Uf908AZxC1T4h_KxYFkR5iZx1qUD19zDGv3SQr9DoXp4r-0r5jemoVs9jEsj7&c=RdHcmZPMuH0MMUcVgrnTa4biDrVwLcfKm5QukOz75udgqO0XO6WtWA==&ch=1OTmZiN0kaA92eBUKMVfjjbdkkxTtBBDYHH_W51XE9ee-cR-X_Q6kQ==
https://westohioumc.org/form/2024-go-grant-application
mailto:creed@wocumc.org


Fall UMCOR Kit Collection for Midwest Mission
After a year that saw record-breaking disasters occurring around the world, Midwest
Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) – our North Central Jurisdiction UMCOR supply
depot – needs our help replenishing their stock of hygiene and menstrual hygiene kits.
From Oct 16 - Nov 10, hygiene and menstrual hygiene kits can be dropped off at the
following locations, to then be picked up by MMDC:

Chillicothe Trinity UMC, 24 S Mulberry St, Chillicothe (South/Southeast)
Drop-off hours: Mon-Thurs, 9am-3pm
Contact Trish Barber at 740-412-1529 for questions or to make other arrangements.

Monroe UMC, 206 East Ave, Monroe (Southwest)
Drop-off hours: Tues-Thurs, 10am-2pm
Contact Edna Miller at 513-539-7290 for questions or to make other arrangements.

Lima Trinity UMC, 301 W Market St, Lima (West/Northwest)
Drop-off hours: Mon-Fri, 8am-3pm
Contact Rev. Jim Nathan at 419-591-8148 for questions or to make other arrangements.

West Ohio Conference Center, 32 Wesley Blvd, Worthington (Central)
Drop-off hours: Mon, Weds, Thurs, 10am-4pm
Contact Mariellyn Grace at 380-223-9212 for questions or to make other arrangements.

Instructions for how to make hygiene and menstrual hygiene kits can be found here:
https://umcmission.org/relief-supplies/ Cleaning kits (flood buckets) will also be accepted
at the drop-off locations.
 
For more information, contact Mariellyn Grace at mgrace@wocumc.org. 

Please join us! Ada First United Methodist Church will host an Advance Care Planning
Workshop facilitated by Deacon Ruth Myers for her doctoral nursing degree as faith
community outreach. The workshop involves viewing video scenarios and answering
questions relating to choices at the end of life. This workshop is designed for adults at any
age or stage of health and is free and open to the public. You’re invited to one of these
workshops and can come alone or bring family or loved ones. Please register by scanning
the QR code above or contact Ruth Myers or the church office, as listed in the information
above. 

https://umcmission.org/relief-supplies/
mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org


Resources

Churches Invited to Partner with UM
Dollars For Scholars Program to Send
Students to College
The United Methodist Higher Education Foundation’s
UM Dollars for Scholars program matches a church’s
sponsoring scholarship for a total of up to $4,000!

[Nashville, TN – September 27, 2023] The United
Methodist Higher Education Foundation’s UM Dollars
for Scholars program matches a church’s sponsoring
$1,000 scholarship for a total of up to $4,000! Pastors
and church leaders, plan now to partner with UMHEF
to make it more affordable for your Methodist students
to attend UM-related colleges, universities, and seminaries next school year. Matches are
made possible by UMHEF as well as participating UM-related schools and UM conference
foundations.

UMHEF is a private non-profit organization that aims to make it financially possible for
qualified students to attend UM-related institutions of higher education. The foundation
awards $2+ million in scholarships annually. For full details, please visit
https://umhef.org/umdfs.

Free Book Discussion Group
In My Grandmother's House: Black Women, Faith, and the
Stories we Inherit by Yolanda Pierce is a masterful work of
storytelling, a gift of God's presence, and a vision of hope. 
Here is what people are saying about the book:
" Dr. Yolanda Pierce gives us the gift of inviting us into the faith of
her grandmother, and so many others who have gone before. For
those of us born entrenched in white patriarchal Christianity, this
gift is profound. In her poetic, theologically rich reflections on

growing up in the Black church, Dr. Pierce invited our gaze to honor the women who have
upheld a profound yet overlooked aspect of American Christianity. This is a wonderful
introduction to womanist theological that is life-giving and nurturing even as it invites
constant reflection on the part of the reader." ~ D.L. Mayfield, author of The Myth of the
American Dream and Assimilate or God Home.
When: Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm ET
Dates: Beginning October 17, 2023 for 6 weeks. (Oct. 17, 24,31, Nov. 7,14, 21)
Where: Via zoom
Please register through the Living Streams Flowing Water web site using the Contact
Brenda form. Registration is now open.  https://livingstreamsflowingwater.com/contact/ 
Please, purchase your own book.

2023-2024 Appointments
The list of pastoral appointments beginning July 1, 2023 can be accessed clicking here.
 
Please refer back to these lists as they are updated frequently.

Western Lakes District | 32 Wesley Blvd, Worthington, OH 43085

https://umhef.org/umdfs
https://livingstreamsflowingwater.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8af868cc4598b3700f1a0c3b&id=666debddc6&e=29c99aadfd
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iqGL8H2Wh-aoqIwiOJnEfxeT1Id8CSNwaxEGwCusRdCthT9N-2fijadeCKsXezt4Zgtp-SC_VURO9ErUCFKQqBCgKPn2f7dmoCz_cXv0vDLafmxXZ4LVOlqr--_NLKRKvpSsm3zmY-t_JLO57qOFbCvrJohFeduAPeHhTGHENCg951WURU806qRjf_aJ36s7&c=FlfaZ19T86eIYRHnBDrNQYr93a3wuAo__gaSBEZ4fZRCren7QP-aqg==&ch=XPzjuiDThtqH8Faf9qQ0mbDdmrNi3XdoiY_fRlgFB-qCWN33GeClxw==
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