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WLD Important Information

Looking Forward to the Fall Season 
Beloved in Christ Jesus:
It seems like we just adjourned Annual Conference a
few days ago. Here we are now, schools are open in
most places around the conference and the push into
Fall is in full swing. Please know that the summer has
been busier than usual. But we are sustained by the

grace and mercy of the God made plain in the life, death and resurrection of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.
 
By now you have received the call I have issued for a Special Session of the West Ohio
Annual Conference on Saturday October 28. I expect that it will be a full day replete with
opportunity, for worship, thoughtful conversation and decision making. Several of the
action items that will be before the conference will set the course for a foreseeable future.
Please be sure to do your part to prepare for meaningful participation. The first step is
prayer.
 
As we turn into Fall, I look forward to what will likely be my last series of district visitations.
I have named this series: “Grace Upon Grace” – Fall Tour . These district gatherings will
have two key components: Teaching on the Means of Grace and Organizing the work of
the new districts. Our time together will include Reaffirmation of Our Baptismal Vows and
Celebration of Holy Communion. The gatherings will begin at 6:30 PM and all are
welcome. The dates and locations are listed below. I cannot wait to join you and your
District Superintendent for an exciting evening of worshipful work. 
 
Tuesday, 9/26/2023
Western Lakes District - Springfield, High Street
 
Tuesday,10/3/2023
Maumee River District - Bowling Green, First
 
Tuesday,10/10/2023
Olentangy River District - Westerville, Messiah
 
Tuesday,10/17/2023
Hocking River District - Athens, The Plains 
 
Thursday, 10/19/2023
Great Miami District - West Chester, Faith Community
 
Tuesday, 10/24/2023
Scioto River District -Chillicothe, Trinity



 
All the best in Christ Jesus,  
Bishop Gregory V. Palmer

*****

The West Ohio Conference special called Annual Conference
- Saturday, October 28, 2023
Paragraph 603.5 of The 2016 Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church outlines
the provisions by which a Special Session of the Annual Conference may be called “by the
bishop with concurrence of three-fourths of the district superintendents.”
 
From Bishop Palmer -
Having the unanimous concurrence of the district superintendents, I am calling a Special
Session of the West Ohio Annual Conference on Saturday, October 28, 2023, at 9:00
am at Ginghamsburg United Methodist Church, Tipp City, Ohio, for the
following purposes: 
 
·    To act on the requests of churches to disaffiliate under the provisions of paragraph
2553 of The Book of Discipline.
·    To approve the 2024 West Ohio Conference Budget. 
·    To receive a report and act on any recommendation(s) from the Transformative
Discipleship Lead Team (Connectional Ministries) and the Board of Trustees of the Annual
Conference regarding West Ohio Camps. 
·    Elections to fill vacancies in the delegations to Jurisdictional Conference.
 
Clergy and Lay Members who were elected as representatives for the June 2023 Annual
Conference remain members for the October special called Annual Conference.
 
Registration for this special Annual Conference will end on October 1st, and  all clergy
members, lay members and guests must register.
 
Because electronic voting devices will be used and we must order those ahead of Annual
Conference, pre-registration will be required so that we can ensure we have enough
voting devices available. You must pre-register in order to vote at Annual
Conference.  Only those that register will receive devices to vote.
 
We will be electing delegates for Jurisdictional Conference, and more information about
how to serve as a delegate can be found here.
 
Click Here For More Details and The Registration Page Link

The Fresh Starts <Evangelism>
Exchange entitled “Evangelism in the
Augmented Age” is on September 19th
@ Mason UMC in Mason, OH
The Church’s practical theology is currently being lived
out within three distinct cultural expressions: Industrial
Age, Information Age, and the emerging Augmented
Age. Most of our churches gather within Industrial Age
thinking—putting money in offering plates, registering
worship attendance on a pew pad or registration card,
or phone tree reminders for upcoming events. Fewer of
our churches are living into Information Age thinking—

online giving, QR codes for worship attendance, and texting or email services to share
programmatic information. Fewer still are adopting the current cultural reality of the
Augmented Age—auto draft from digital currency gains, geofencing campuses, or intuitive
devotion technology.

In this fun, interactive Fresh Starts Exchange, Matt Rawle will both detail why living into
the Augmented Age is important for our communities of faith and offer practical and

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OsWOAXtVzX9DzpdLTUHeyXuW2zyolOWYTLHray3sFy1OOCAVbzAoc4ppRgFZfvKvyEGVoZX_IXy2JOe8ehSGi9-VkI2kDH2kjkIRuO6PFj1ilM2tyJ-9RrKeX-5XucwV_PVJDdHRofCxvbYqWjCSLRnjoZuO2YRTgbABecxxonFvESVEwT7Ze-g6WLGtG5K-&c=uHiPczAohBQlN9uPUzSz9te6fQOkh7IE5sWEHciP6KIwe_sGKRrzwQ==&ch=ne9sQPg-6eVPQyAs4JBGFN7_nwI96dE5wWT8C6ChU2yNyESfncCOWA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OsWOAXtVzX9DzpdLTUHeyXuW2zyolOWYTLHray3sFy1OOCAVbzAoc4ppRgFZfvKvyEGVoZX_IXy2JOe8ehSGi9-VkI2kDH2kjkIRuO6PFj1ilM2tyJ-9RrKeX-5XucwV_PVJDdHRofCxvbYqWjCSLRnjoZuO2YRTgbABecxxonFvESVEwT7Ze-g6WLGtG5K-&c=uHiPczAohBQlN9uPUzSz9te6fQOkh7IE5sWEHciP6KIwe_sGKRrzwQ==&ch=ne9sQPg-6eVPQyAs4JBGFN7_nwI96dE5wWT8C6ChU2yNyESfncCOWA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OsWOAXtVzX9DzpdLTUHeyXuW2zyolOWYTLHray3sFy1OOCAVbzAoc4ppRgFZfvKv4SHCpegppwZuS9Hz7kUHyTKI8BcwmDs6mHnnSmqh42hDyPk4BCx0rbCQYL28hE5CNdCgBVRC6j5qCG8dzmbnpVB5ObgqqL64m4sW7CrrRoUb5Jb5sCK_ZTs0PkbP6WZ9W9dV_2X0BSqR8F3phTE4LgYSw2KIFc_S&c=uHiPczAohBQlN9uPUzSz9te6fQOkh7IE5sWEHciP6KIwe_sGKRrzwQ==&ch=ne9sQPg-6eVPQyAs4JBGFN7_nwI96dE5wWT8C6ChU2yNyESfncCOWA==


innovative steps to sharing Jesus within a new, emerging culture. It is only one session
lasting from 10am – 3pm. Lunch will be provided by the Cristian Family Credit Union.

Bio: Rev. Matt Rawle is the Lead Pastor at Asbury United Methodist Church in Bossier
City, Louisiana and a graduate from the LSU School of Music and Duke Divinity School.
He is an international speaker who loves to tell an old story in a new way, especially at the
intersection of pop culture and the church. Matt is also the author of The Heart that Grew
Three Sizes, The Grace of Les Misérables , What Makes a Hero?,  The Faith of a
Mockingbird, Hollywood Jesus, The Salvation of Doctor Who , and The Redemption of
Scrooge. He and his wife Christie have four kids: Isabelle, Annaleigh, Cecilia, and Robert.

REGISTER HERE

An Opportunity to Practice our Social Principles in Reentry
You are invited to become part of an Ohio United Methodist social holiness collaborative
effort to “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all
the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you
can.” Leaders of All In Community, West Ohio Conference’s justice-involved ministry,
invite you to a special meeting on Tuesday, September 26, at 11:30AM – 12:30PM  to
learn about a grant opportunity that puts our social principles into practice across Ohio.
This opportunity invites us to act as conveners, collaborators, and connectors for coalition-
building around support for men, women and their families upon their return home from an
incarceration experience.
 
As United Methodists, we are called to“support the basic rights of all persons to equal
access to housing, education, communication, employment, medical care, legal redress
for grievances, and physical protection.” (The Social Community, 162.III)
 
Does this include people who have been incarcerated, their families, and their victims?
YES, it does.
 
Our social holiness also encompasses “a responsibility to innovate, sponsor, and evaluate
new forms of community that will encourage development of the fullest potential in
individuals.…We therefore support social climates in which human communities are
maintained and strengthened for the sake of all persons and their growth.” (The Nurturing
Community, 161.II)
 
Does this responsibility extend to our neighbors and loved ones who have been
incarcerated, their families, and their victims? YES, it does.
 
We know what happens when we do not act to create continuums of care in our
communities for those returning following an incarceration experience. Increased violence,
decreased safety, increased basic human needs, decreased human dignity,
disenfranchisement, and discrimination are just a few of the social ills we all witness and
experience.
 
The Good News is that we can change the landscape and create genuine reentry
continuums of care when we collaborate and co-labor with others in our community.
 
Join us on September 26th @ 11:30AM to explore multiple congregations working
together to create local reentry continuums of care.

Who should attend? Pastors, mission chairs, and outreach chairs in congregations in the
following Western Lakes District counties: Van Wert, Mercer, Shelby, Logan,
Champaign, and Clark.

Register here to receive a zoom link: https://forms.gle/UxYedVobzgFookSN9

Wake Up World Authors Coming to West
Ohio

https://mattrawle.com/publications/the-heart-that-grew-three-sizes/
http://mattrawle.com/publications/the-grace-of-les-miserables/
http://mattrawle.com/publications/what-makes-a-hero/
https://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=1310424&rank=0&txtSearchQuery=mockingbird
https://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=1310421&rank=1&txtSearchQuery=hollywood jesus
https://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=1310471&rank=0&txtSearchQuery=doctor who matt rawle
https://www.cokesbury.com/product/9781501823077/the-redemption-of-scrooge/?rank=0&txtSearchQuery=scrooge
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/fresh-starts-exchange
https://forms.gle/UxYedVobzgFookSN9


Is your church looking for a way to learn more about creation
justice and the climate crisis? Wake Up World: A Curriculum
on the Climate Crisis for Faith and Community Groups is an
ecumenical tool for moving members to a common
understanding and motivating meaningful action. Authors Anita
and Bob Dygert-Gearheart will be hosting a conversation about
the curriculum at Trinity United Methodist Church in Ottawa on
Sunday, September 24, from 4:00-5:00pm. During the session,
Anita and Bob will introduce the curriculum, answer questions,
and share ways it can be used with your congregation. They
will also provide information on a new video series on Creation
Care that can be used in or before worship services. Trinity
UMC is located at 137 N Pratt St, Ottawa, OH. The event will

also be offered by Zoom. For more information or the Zoom link, email Marcella Ciccotelli
at umcpastormarcella@gmail.com.

The Fresh Starts <Large Church
Ministry> Exchange is on September
21st @ Lewis Center UMC in Columbus.
Our special guest for this exchange is Tony
Morgan. There will be two sessions to choose from: a
morning session from 9-noon and an afternoon session
from 1-4pm. An opt-in lunch will be provided by the
Christian Family Credit Union. 

Bio: Tony is the Founder and Lead Strategist of The
Unstuck Group. Started in 2009, The Unstuck Group
has served 500 churches throughout the United States
and several countries around the world.

Previously, Tony served on the senior leadership teams of three rapidly growing churches.
He has five published books including, The Unstuck Church, and, with Amy Anderson, he
hosts The Unstuck Church Podcast which has thousands of listeners each month. He
grew up attending Piqua Grace UMC in our very own Western Lakes District.

REGISTER HERE

New HealthFlex Plan Coming January 1, 2024
The new HealthFlex Plan is coming January 1, 2024. HealthFlex is rapidly gaining
popularity, thanks to the collaboration between West Ohio Board of Pension and Health
and Wespath Benefits and Investment.
 
This innovative program offers comprehensive health and wellness solutions for WOC-
eligible active clergy (non-retired), conference/district employees, and their families. To
learn more about this change, how it works, key concepts, and essential dates for
upcoming education sessions, click below for more information and follow relevant
materials to clarify any queries and to supplement your learning.
 
Our next scheduled communication will cover the tools listed below to get you thinking
about “how to shop” the benefits plan menu and apply your “premium credits” to cover the
cost or reap the savings of your benefit plan elections:
 
•           HealthFlex “premium credit” dollar amounts.
•           Premium rates for multiple healthcare plans.
•           Summary plan descriptions for the various benefit plan options.
•           Information and resources specifically for Medicare-age working clergy.
•           Enrollment automation process and service enhancements.
•           October Annual Open Enrollment meetings and timeline.
Read more...

mailto:umcpastormarcella@gmail.com
https://www.westohioumc.org/event/fresh-starts-large-church-ministry-exchange
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lCqYhqrgf0CGmo3BAGIsqjzm0MryaCzh2R7LG6Tm_-ltm7TUbkqeo2HBJSnF8oWrwXQ9XVOEqOSRFVpmXC0myjGG0k_K8UH_DmJjTYMjXKBbg_NZBF8pUG_Y9o__Tmkpmb4ojMRhpTf6DqKqwvFRPn3r7OTmh0T5C3cvfCKM_EUssTIbooRP9jR7T2rPaTGrsqTHvYtjQLQF4lYWKHo70g==&c=CVsjR7AqlrtvbJgjaGqFJT_6iMrRqFiqd4w3YWtXkl8eKsg3ySIEdA==&ch=BV-KRHQ0DPv7Qwy5VqJ6UgorF6BES1S4i8h_wN9mCFz473MVKSQ29A==


Fresh Expressions - GHX
Another opportunity to join a GHX Cohort begins this fall on September 15, 2023! GHX is
a new approach to revitalization, bridging your established church to those in your
community. In the GHX Cohorts clergy and laity teams are trained to dream new ideas for
new ministries to connect with people outside the walls of the church. GHX Cohorts last 3
months. There is an in-person opening meeting, 3 coaching sessions via zoom, an in-
person closing meeting, followed by a final zoom coaching call.

What are people saying about their experience from the GHX Cohorts?

“Our goal is to make connections in the community, and we are doing it!” ~ Rev. Linda
Ward, Bremen UMC
 
“Our church is continually looking at ways to be out in the community. I don’t believe this
would have happened had we not been a part of a GHX Cohort.” ~ Rev. Ruth Carter-Crist,
Pandor UMC and Gilboa UMC
 
“Because of our GHX, I see people who haven’t had some hope or dignity in a long time
while we sit down and eat with them. When you give time to someone and actually listen,
something happens inside of them.” ~ Rev. Karl Penn, Fort McKinley UMC 
 
It’s time to take church to the people! We encourage teams of 3-4 to register together.
(pastor + 2-3 laity). Click here https://www.westohioumc.org/ghx for more information or to
register!

2024 Go Grant Applications Are
Now Available
Go Grants are for passionate individuals and
churches eager to explore unchartered
territory. We encourage everyone, regardless

of background or experience, to apply. Diversity is key to inspiring fresh perspectives, and
we are excited to help nurture churches in their ministry.

Innovative ideas will be considered in the following 7 categories:
Family Ministries [a ministry supporting families, children, youth, or college aged
leaders]
Emerging Gen Leaders [a ministry led by children, youth, or college aged leaders]
Inclusion [a ministry focused on hospitality; intentionally including people who are
often overlooked]
Social Transformation [a ministry focused on changing/alleviating institutionalized
norms]
Community Engagement [a ministry focused on cultivating long-term relationships
within your community]
Fresh Expressions/GHX [a new expression of church happening beyond the
building]
Building Bridges [a building enhancement to support better accessibility and
connection for those outside of the church building ie. signage, handicap
accessibility, media enhancements]

Deadline to submit applications via our online application is October 1, 2023.
 
*All Go Grants recipients will be invited and celebrated at Bishop’s Go Awards on
February 4, 2024

Events
Ohio PAUMCS recognizes the position of
the church administrator as a professional
within the church. We provide leadership

https://www.westohioumc.org/ghx
https://www.westohioumc.org/ghx
https://westohioumc.org/form/2024-go-grant-application


and educational opportunities around Ohio
and via zoom. The Ohio PAUMCS chapter
links church administrators, secretaries,
administrative assistants and volunteer staff
together to support each other in local
ministry.

The Ohio Chapter of PAUMCS is thrilled to
extend a warm invitation to all our West
and East Ohio Administrators - whether
you're from the Conference, District, or a
Local Church. We've missed connecting
since 2020 due to Covid, and its high time
we gather again! Join us for a delightful
Lunch & Learn via zoom on September 27,
2023 from 11:30am - 12:30pm. It's a
fantastic opportunity to eat your lunch over
Zoom with fellow church admins, discover
more about PAUMCS, and simply
reconnect. We're so looking forward to
"seeing" you!

You can register here

Registration is Now Open for the 2023 Building Bridges
Community Experience!
Join us for the annual gathering of the Ohio reentry community on October 4-5. The
Building Bridges Community Experience is free to attend. The theme this year is A Charge
to Keep: Hope, Help, & Healing with Returning Neighbors with a focus on the role of
volunteer partners and reentry allies. The October 4 session is all virtual and looks at
statewide initiatives, foundational learning, and best practices. October 5 then consists of
regional gatherings in Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, Lima, Toledo, and Youngstown.
The goal is for reentry allies, justice professionals, impacted persons, and service
providers to become more deeply committed to creating positive reentry experiences by
being more deeply connected to each other in community. There are topics,
conversations, connections, and collaborative opportunities for everyone who is walking
with or serving returning neighbors. You can check out further details about the 2023
Community Experience on the Building Bridges of Opportunity  website. Registration
deadline is September 27th. Register here.

Miami County-Are you ready for another volunteer collaboration?
From Sept 21st 2023 -Sept. 30th, 2023 join us to volunteer, support, and fellowship with
other non-profits in Miami County.

Also, You are cordially invited to attend our pre kick-off event,
“Together Miami County/Declare @APAC” on Sunday September 17th, 2023

4pm/Festival (Inflatables, food, networking, etc)
6pm/Worship (Genuine experience)

Your attendance is greatly appreciated.

For more details click the following: https://declare.org/togethermiamicounty and click on
"Serve Week".

Date of Festival of Sharing:
Friday/Saturday, September 29-30, 2023
The annual Festival of Sharing will be collecting kits the

https://westohioumc.org/event/ohio-paumcs-lunch-learn
https://www.westohioumc.org/ministries/building-bridges-opportunity
https://forms.gle/tnWCmVpp8f3yCna66
https://declare.org/togethermiamicounty?fbclid=IwAR0qINlCPb170poZXCgSz-b3f6s6yCedKeKym2xdyvlfHUNDjF-BDBf7L0o


month of September. For more information on the several
kinds of kits that you and your church can pack, please go
to the FOS website. There you will find the list of different
kits needed and the packaging instructions for those kits.
The kits should be dropped off at one of the locations below
between September 18 and September 22, 2023 

Drop Off Sites:
Defiance St. Paul's UMC, 400 Wayne Ave., Defiance 419-
782-3751, Mon - Fri 8:30am to 4:30pm (Please call ahead)

Findlay Journey at Christ, 225 W. Bigelow Ave, Findlay,
419-422-6662, Mon - Fri 9:00am - noon, (Please call ahead)

Spencerville Trinity, 119 N. Main St., Spencerville, 419-647-4451, Mon - Fri, 9:00am -
noon (Please call ahead)

NWP District Office, 910 E. Third St. Ottawa, 800-589-7828, Mon - Wed, 9:00am - 3:00pm
(Please call ahead to make drop off arrangements)

Van Wert First UMC, 113 W. Central Ave., Van Wert 419-238-0631, Mon - Thu, 8:30am -
1:30pm & Friday 8:30am - noon (Please call ahead)

Dates for the kits to be dropped off to the locations above will be: September 18 -
September 22 or what works best for your location, but these dates will be communicated
in the newsletters - always best to call ahead first to be sure and use the above list details.

Save the Date for an UMCOR Kit Collection!
Midwest Mission Distribution Center is in need of UMCOR Hygiene and Menstrual
Hygiene Kits! After sending kits to Maui and other locations hit by disasters, Midwest
Mission is in need of more supplies. So get your church, mission team, United Women in
Faith circle, or youth group together and make some kits! Hygiene and Menstrual Hygiene
Kits will be collected in four locations across the Conference from October 16-November
10. Cleaning kits will also be accepted. More information on locations will be provided at a
later date. Instructions for how to assemble kits can be found here:
https://umcmission.org/relief-supplies/. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XqQ3O1MY93TuoX68sg96DKVuCM6aK2_YhbqNCit-KOgyZOXr4_p1w2YvEpBzH6lrJBHYRg0xZp1C28o6zhOdM9BvBCkd11s8fdAg3oOCCRQArBkNqyCk2xqVkbx4XV80KwgjIFnsTVo=&c=5MluYZNF8464c8yi6LJZNorpMZ30JDiwBm6o_0yly-L_XfJilKHiKw==&ch=arfRQgueIEiRpDVNWt5kcUXxWIJHkpqu3nX8Um47xYz5YjKErm_SHQ==
https://umcmission.org/relief-supplies/


The United Methodist Community Development Collaborative is an initiative for East and
West Ohio churches and leaders. This collaborative empowers leaders to engage and
transform communities with the gospel of Jesus, the work of the Holy Spirit, and the
command to love our neighbors.
 
At the Launch Gathering, explore the intersection of community and congregational
development while connecting with others engaged in this work. You don’t have to do this
alone! Join the Collaborative and Join the Movement! Learn more at OhioUMCDC.org

Please join us! Ada First United Methodist Church will host an Advance Care Planning
Workshop facilitated by Deacon Ruth Myers for her doctoral nursing degree as faith
community outreach. The workshop involves viewing video scenarios and answering
questions relating to choices at the end of life. This workshop is designed for adults at any
age or stage of health and is free and open to the public. You’re invited to one of these
workshops and can come alone or bring family or loved ones. Please register by scanning
the QR code above or contact Ruth Myers or the church office, as listed in the information
above. 

Bible Land Exploration with Bishop Gregory Palmer and the West
Ohio Conference | Feb. 12- 21, 2024 -10 days The Holy Land
Join Bishop Gregory & Cynthia Palmer as they set off on a Bible Land Exploration in the
Holy Land.

"Experiencing the Holy Land with fellow pilgrims in community adds immeasurably to the
learning. Knowledge and devotion are so much more when we do it together."
- Bishop Palmer

Click here for more information.

Resources

Unclaimed Funds Found for United Methodist Churches
Did you know you can conduct a free search through
https://www.missingmoney.com/app/claim-search to see if your church has any
outstanding unclaimed funds? This service is linked directly to the Ohio Department of
Commerce Division of Unclaimed Funds and the entire process is free.   

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rd6jnfkV1UlQX3rc2trvNNtrN5NmKs6laZ5YBu8vRCPrhc4KXYa7cOBEHMuqXoUiYhbqFPg0Z_BUxvGSi27iBfuilHx9SAU3KMfyNEpu7DRc7U7y1G-fPasSDNBrkItaEVjzFEOj-Up5vejgnMzhqg==&c=1hyyTfcK0J_2n6Q_HQizmelPmI5HVdFuzKgwDPdBF9YtR2FTZzZlRQ==&ch=NkXByDxl-EE1YNorMpzBYnxAI8gjdurnX8P41ZytKPwT0yup37O1VQ==
https://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/hl24021224t/#eotours
https://www.missingmoney.com/app/claim-search


Our search of “UMC” uncovered nearly 50 Ohio United Methodist Churches with
unclaimed funds. When searching, try using varied parameters i.e., church name with
UMC or church name with United Methodist. Or try just UMC. Also, select Ohio to narrow
down the results.

If a claim is found, a one-page application is required along with documentation. You will
receive instructions on what documents are needed to prove the claim is valid i.e., photo
ID, Tax ID, proof of address etc.  Their toll-free number is listed on the instructions if you
have questions. Once complete, send the application and pertinent documents by mail
directly to the Ohio Department of Commerce. 

You may receive a request for additional information. Please be patient, as they hold the
burden of ensuring they release funds to the correct person/s.  If the claim is approved,
you will receive a check by mail. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to receive funds that are due to your church.  

Hospitality Tips for the 21st Century
Many of us sit in the church sanctuary on Sunday mornings with an eye turned toward the
door, hoping that new visitors will enter. This might not happen as frequently as we’d like.
 
“To really be hospitable to our neighbors who aren’t connected to the church, and
probably never will be in its current form, we need to figure out how to create pockets of
hospitality to be more inclusive and connect with more people,” says The Rev. Michael
Beck, pastor, professor, author, consultant and Director of Fresh Expressions at
Discipleship Ministries.
 
Beck shares time-tested tips that all United Methodists should consider when learning how
to be more welcoming. Read more...

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved
one, and remember in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:
Caroline Buckey (nee Cooper), 94 of West Chester, passed away peacefully on
September 10, 2023.

Caroline was married to Rev. David A. Buckey for 68 years. During that time she helped
support her husband and the churches that he served which were:  Church of The Saviour
(Cleveland), Min of Ed 1953; Centenary (Cleveland) 1955; Middlefield, Akron 1956; Mason
(W) 1960; Columbia Heights (CS) 1963; Zion (T) 1971; Centerville (DS) 1978; Shiloh (C)
1985

Preceded in death by her parents, George and Muriel Cooper and her husband, Rev.
David Alden Buckey. Caroline is survived by her two loving sons, David E. (Jean) Buckey
and Alan H. (Karen) Buckey, seven grandchildren, David (Amanda) Buckey, Dan Buckey,
Caroline (Marshall) Polaris, James Buckey, Mitchell Buckey, Grace Buckey and Kris
Buckey, and two great grandchildren, Shelby Buckey and Elliott Polaris.

Services: A visitation will be held on Friday, September 15th from 10:00am-11:00am
Funeral service at 11:00am all at Mueller Funeral Home, 6791 Tylersville Road, Mason,
OH 45040. Interment to follow in Rose Hill Cemetery. To view entire obituary click here

In lieu of flowers, please consider making a donation In Caroline’s name to the United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) at umcmission.org/give-to-umcor/ or Global
Ministries/ UMOR, PO Box 9068, New York, NY 10087-9068.
Mueller Funeral Home is honored to serve the Buckey Family. 513-398-9100

Collection of Music Available
There is a collection of instrumental music (with accompaniments) to pass on to a church
that can use it. It is music for brass, woodwind, and string instruments. Please contact

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lCqYhqrgf0CGmo3BAGIsqjzm0MryaCzh2R7LG6Tm_-ltm7TUbkqeo2HBJSnF8oWrN6q4WrrVkTCAuHrv_UvSNyePiykT4sa0Bf1WwY7FkZbtcRA7c-_u8vBhuYd_k571OwQM1gj8CnDregBG7-zG5A==&c=CVsjR7AqlrtvbJgjaGqFJT_6iMrRqFiqd4w3YWtXkl8eKsg3ySIEdA==&ch=BV-KRHQ0DPv7Qwy5VqJ6UgorF6BES1S4i8h_wN9mCFz473MVKSQ29A==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lCqYhqrgf0CGmo3BAGIsqjzm0MryaCzh2R7LG6Tm_-ltm7TUbkqeo2HBJSnF8oWr7aKIzFpTvacilKtokbavA47kk4XSzkAnMmA7x9tomIXkAZ66N_bRNULY3wU46K6zh3GwhozgMalHQ2xfL-0EO6V9d0b3GSWAHf9OXtM895AC6xM1g0jLZm-zV1f7BRxWBVUIVfYTwA8=&c=CVsjR7AqlrtvbJgjaGqFJT_6iMrRqFiqd4w3YWtXkl8eKsg3ySIEdA==&ch=BV-KRHQ0DPv7Qwy5VqJ6UgorF6BES1S4i8h_wN9mCFz473MVKSQ29A==
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Jeannine at jmiesle@zoomtown.com or call 513-779-6172. The music is located in West
Chester.

2023-2024 Appointments
The list of pastoral appointments beginning July 1, 2023 can be accessed clicking here.
 
Please refer back to these lists as they are updated frequently.
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