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BMV 2009 letter

Interpreting the BMV 2009 letter
 
• Driver license status

• Suspension types and 
reinstatement requirements

• BMV contact information



Driver License Status

• VALID – the driver has a valid Ohio driver license.

• NOT VALID – the driver does not currently have an Ohio driver license but is eligible to obtain one.

• EXPIRED – driver license is expired, but person is eligible to obtain a license.

• SUSPENDED – driving privileges are currently under a hard suspension.

• SUSPENDED/PRIVILEGES – driving privileges are currently under a hard suspension. A court has granted 
limited driving privileges and/or authorized a payment plan for reinstatement fees. Driver must carry a 
document from the courts detailing when and where they are allowed to operate a vehicle.

• FAILURE TO REINSTATE – the hard suspension has expired. Driver must comply with remaining 
reinstatement requirements.

• FAILURE TO REINSTATE/PRIVILEGES – the hard suspension has expired. Driver has satisfied all reinstatement 
requirements with the exception of paying the reinstatement fees and court has authorized a payment plan.



CDL Status

• VALID – driver has a valid CDL

• DISQUALIFIED – disqualified from commercial driving

• NO CDL PRIVILEGES – driver cannot drive a CDL

• SUSPENDED – driver is currently under a hard suspension

• FAILURE TO REINSTATE - the hard suspension has expired but driver 
has failed to comply with all suspension requirements.



CDL Status

CDL SUSPENDED

The operator license may still be 
VALID even though the CDL is not.



CDL Disqualification (DL)

A driver’s privilege to operate a commercial motor vehicle is disqualified when 
he or she is convicted of certain violations in a private passenger vehicle or 
commercial motor vehicle.

• No CDL driving privileges are permitted during the disqualification.
• Disqualification may last from 60 days to a lifetime 

Reinstatement Requirements:
• Serve disqualification period
• Pay $40 reinstatement fee



CDL Disqualification (DL)

*Driving privileges do not apply to CDL 
vehicles.

“DL” references a CDL Disqualification
 and its end date.



Amnesty Status

When fees have been reduced or waived under 
Amnesty, current proof of insurance is required. 



License Forfeiture (LF)

Imposed by the court when an individual fails to appear in court

• Not eligible for driving privileges 
• Individual must satisfy court requirements.

Reinstatement requirements:
• Official court release 
• Pay $25 reinstatement fee

“LF” indicates a License Forfeiture.  The issuing court, 
case #, and phone number are provided.



Warrant Block (WB)

A Municipal or County Court may send the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV) 
a report for any person for whom there is an outstanding court issue. 

• Any driver license or vehicle registration transaction will be denied.
• Not eligible for driving privileges 

Reinstatement Requirements:
• Official court release
• Pay $15 reinstatement fee

“WB” indicates a Warrant Block.  The issuing court, 
case #, and phone number are provided.



Violator Compact Suspension (VC)

An out-of-state court informs the Ohio BMV an Ohio licensed driver failed 
to appear for a traffic ticket.

• Not eligible for driving privileges 

Reinstatement Requirements:
• Official Court receipt showing paid in full
• Pay $30 reinstatement fee

“VC” indicates a Violator Compact Suspension.  The 
issuing court, case #, and phone number are provided.



Non-Compliance Suspension (NC)
Failure to show proof of insurance at time of citation or accident. 

Reinstatement requirements:

If insured: The suspension can be removed if driver provides valid proof of insurance that 
covers the date of the traffic stop or accident to the BMV.

If uninsured: Pay the reinstatement fee, serve the suspension time, and maintain SR-22

• 1st offense –     Pay $40 fee, Indefinite Suspension*, 1 Year SR-22
        *until requirements satisfied

• 2nd offense –    Pay $300 fee, 1 Year Suspension, 1 Year SR-22
• 3rd + offense – Pay $600 fee, 2 Year Suspension, 1 Year SR-22

Driving Privileges: 
May be granted through a Municipal court. SR-22 must be on file, and 
reinstatement fee paid or on an active court ordered payment plan.

• 1st offense – Privileges are not available
• 2nd offense – Privileges are available after a 15-day hard suspension
• 3rd + offense – Privileges are available after 30-day hard suspension



Non-Compliance Suspension (NC)

Proof of insurance is required for the
offense date of 12/16/2024.

• Insurance may be provided for the vehicle or in the 
name of the driver.

• Acceptable proof of insurance includes an Insurance 
card, declarations page, or verification letter from 
the Insurance company.

In this example, the Non-Compliance suspension is pending and not yet in effect.



Judgment Suspension (SJ)

The result of an imposed Judgment by the court due to property damage or 
personal injury that resulted from the use, care, or maintenance of a motor vehicle.

• This suspension is indefinite as long as the other party is taking collection action
• Not eligible for driving privileges

Reinstatement Requirements:
• File an agreement or release from the other party
• File a court order payment agreement or court order release from the court 

granting the judgment
• File for Bankruptcy (Chapter 7 or 13)
• If the other party has not taken collection action or had the judgment recertified 

in 10 years,  individual may file the BMV 2204 to have the suspension lifted.

The attorney handling the claim, claim #, and 
contact phone number are provided.



Security Suspension (SS)

Created when a party in an accident or their insurance company files a 
BMV 3303 alleging the driver/owner was uninsured at the time of the 
accident and had $400 or more in damages or injuries.

• 2 year suspension unless active insurance is provided, or a payment 
agreement/release is received. 

Reinstatement Requirements:
• Active proof of insurance on the accident date may remove the 

suspension.
• Pay damages – either in full or with a payment agreement.

• An agreement will clear both the owner and the driver.
• Only one payment agreement is allowed.

• If a payment is missed, the 2 year suspension will be 
reinforced. 

• Make a deposit with the BMV for the full amount of damages. 
• File for Bankruptcy (Chapter 7 or 13).



Security Suspension (SS)

• To pay in full or make a payment arrangement, the 
driver/owner should contact the claimant listed.    

• Security deposits are mailed to:
Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles 

Attn: Compliance
P.O. Box 16520

Columbus, OH 43216 -6520



Court Order Suspension

A court may order a suspension for a traffic violation. The length of the 
suspension is determined by the court.

The Court may grant driving privileges.

Reinstatement Requirements:
• $40 reinstatement fee for minor offense
• $315 reinstatement fee for major offense
• Provide current proof of insurance 



Administrative License Suspension (AR/SI)

A driver is stopped by law enforcement for suspicion of driving under the 
influence of Alcohol or a controlled substance. The driver is placed under an 
Administrative License Suspension (ALS) for either a positive result (AR) or 
refusal (SI) to take the test.
 
• Driving privileges can be granted by the Court after the hard suspension.

Reinstatement Requirements:
• Serve Suspension time based on prior offenses:

• Positive: 90 days to 3 years 
• Refusal: 1 year to 5 years 

• Pay $315 Reinstatement fee 
• Provide proof of insurance that covers the end date of the suspension 



Administrative License Suspension (AR/SI)

“SI” indicates an Administrative License Suspension - Refusal

“AR” indicates an Administrative License Suspension - Positive



Pre-Trial Suspension (PT)

If someone is arrested for operating a vehicle under the influence of 
alcohol and/or drugs (OVI) and is not placed under an Administrative 
License Suspension (ALS) or successfully appeals the ALS, a court may 
place the individual under a Pre-Trial suspension.

• A Pre-Trial suspension stays in effect until the court notifies the 
Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV) of a decision on the OVI case.

• A court may grant driving privileges. 



Pre-Trial Suspension (PT)

“PT” references a Pre-Trial Suspension

The suspension end date, court, court case number, and 
contact number are listed



OVI   (D1)

Convicted and sentenced by a court of operating a motor vehicle while 
impaired.

Reinstatement Requirements:
• Serve the Court Suspension
• Provide proof of insurance that covers the end date of suspension
• Pay a $315 reinstatement fee
• Court can grant driving privileges
• Takes down the ALS suspension and reinstatement fees  

‘”D1” references an OVI Suspension

The suspension end date, court, and contact number are 
listed



Physical Control (PH)

Convicted and sentenced by a court of being in physical control of a 
vehicle while intoxicated.  

Reinstatement Requirements:
• Serve the Court Suspension
• Provide proof of insurance that covers the end date of suspension
• Pay a $315 reinstatement fee
• Court can grant driving privileges
• Takes down the ALS suspension and reinstatement fees 

“PH” references a Physical Control Suspension

The suspension end date, court, and contact number are 
listed



Out of State Drug/ Alcohol Suspension (C5) 

An Ohio licensed driver or resident is convicted of an Alcohol or Drug related 
offense in another state.

Ohio Court of Record can grant driving privileges. 

Reinstatement Requirements:
• Serve the 6 months suspension
• Pay a $40 reinstatement fee

If a court document or official driving record from the state where the 
offense occurred is provided and lists specific suspension dates with a 
matching case number, the Ohio BMV will match the suspension dates.

The BMV will no longer suspend drivers for Out of state drug offenses unless 
the driver would be required to serve a suspension if the offense occurred in 

 Ohio.



Out of State Drug/ Alcohol Suspension (C5) 

“C5” references an Out of State Drug or Alcohol suspension

The suspension end date, out of state court, and contact 
number are listed



In-State Drug Suspension (C4) 

• An Ohio licensed driver or resident is convicted of certain drug-related 
offenses, a court may order a suspension from 6 months to indefinitely. 
Previously, courts were able to impose a license suspension for many drug 
offenses. 

• Under new HB 29, Courts will now only be able to impose a license 
suspension if the offender “used a vehicle to further the commission of 
the offense”. 

Ohio court can grant driving privileges.

Reinstatement Requirements:
• Serve the suspension

• Pay a $40 reinstatement fee

“C4” references In-State Drug Suspension

The suspension end date, court, and contact number are 
listed



Habitual (HB)

3 or more OVI, ALS, or Drug convictions from an Ohio or out-of-state court within the 
immediately preceding 3 year period.

• Submit BMV form 2326 indicating the driver has completed an alcohol treatment 
program after the last OVI conviction and maintained a continuous period of sobriety 
from alcohol and/or drugs for six (6) months after completing the program. 

• The reinstatement form may be completed by a licensed physician, licensed 
psychologist, certified alcohol counselor II or III or their parole officer.

• The BMV form 2326 must be submitted within ninety (90) days of the final signature 
to be acceptable. Otherwise, it must be signed & dated again.

• The program must be completed after the last conviction date that caused the 
Habitual case.

• If an individual is convicted of any offense that creates a habitual 
suspension within one year of clearing a habitual suspension, the 
case will reopen.



Habitual (HB)

“HB” references a Habitual Suspension

A completed BMV 2326 form is required to clear a habitual Suspension



Probationary OVI (PD)

Conviction of a Driver with a BAC of .08 or higher who was under 18 at 
the time of offense. 

There is no provision in the law for driving privileges. 

Reinstatement Requirements:
• Serve the 6 month suspension
• Complete a juvenile remedial course at an approved school

o If over 19 when reinstating can take the adult remedial class
• Pay a $40 reinstatement fee
• Retake a complete driving examination 



Probationary OVI (PD)

“PD” references the Probationary OVI suspension. 

The suspension end date, court, and court phone number are listed.



Operating a Vehicle After Underage 
Consumption (UA) 

A driver under the age of 21 at the time of the traffic offense was 
convicted by a court of driving with a blood alcohol concentration of .02 
or more but less than .08.

Reinstatement Requirements:
• Serve the 6 month suspension
• Complete a juvenile remedial course at an approved school
• Pay a $40 reinstatement fee
• Retake a complete driving examination 
• If over 19 when reinstating can take the adult remedial class

The court that imposed the suspension may grant driving privileges.

“UA” references an Underage Alcohol suspension
The suspension end date, court and contact number are listed



Probationary Suspension - 2 Violations (P2) 

An Individual is convicted of committing 2 separate moving violations prior to 
their 18th birthday.

The Juvenile Court can grant privileges on this suspension.

Reinstatement Requirements:
• Serve 90-day suspension
• Complete juvenile remedial driving course at an approved school
• Pay a $40 reinstatement fee
• Retake complete driver license exam

The juvenile court can waive this suspension when they send 
the conviction to the BMV.

If the juvenile court adds a court suspension for the offense, the 
P2 will not be set up.



Probationary Suspension - 3 Violations (P3)

An Individual is convicted of committing 3 separate moving violations prior to their 18th 
birthday.

The Juvenile Court can grant privileges on this suspension.

Reinstatement Requirements:
• Serve 1 year suspension
• Complete juvenile remedial driving course at an approved school
• Pay a $40 reinstatement fee
• Retake complete driver license exam

The juvenile court can waive this suspension when 
they send the conviction to the BMV.

If the juvenile court adds a court suspension for the 
offense, the P3 will not be set up.



12 Point Suspension (S1)

An accumulation of 12 or more points within a 2 year period.  

Driving privileges are available through local Municipal court.  

Reinstatement Requirements:
• Serve suspension time
• Remedial Driving Course
• File an SR-22
• Pay a $40 reinstatement fee
• Retake complete driver license exam



12 Point Suspension (S1)

“S1” references a 12 point suspension

BMV case number and end date are listed



Juvenile Court Suspension (MN) 

A court finds an individual under the age of 18 unruly or delinquent or charges 
them with possession or use of drugs, alcohol, or tobacco and orders the 
license or driving privileges suspended.

Reinstatement Requirements: 
• Serve suspension until 18th birthday or until terminated by the court
• Pay a $40 reinstatement fee

“MN” indicates a court suspension

The suspension end date, court, and contact number are listed



School Dropout Suspension (SD)

HB 29 Changes: Starting on 04/09/2025, we will no longer create new school drop out 
suspensions. Any existing school drop out suspension will remain. 

The individual’s temporary permit, driver license, or right to apply for a license will be 
suspended until their 18th birthday or until the suspension is terminated. The suspension 
will terminate if:

• The individual is at least 18 years old;
• A high school diploma or GED certificate is received;
• A petition filed in court shows the suspension was set up in error; or
• The school superintendent notifies the BMV that the individual was suspended in 

error, has satisfied requirements or is now attending/enrolled in an approved 
program to obtain a diploma.

• Drivers have the option to petition their local Juvenile Court to have 
previously imposed school drop out suspensions terminated

Reinstatement Requirements:
• Serve suspension until termination or 18th birthday
• Pay a $40 reinstatement fee



School Dropout Suspension (SD)



Medical Suspension (MD)

Failure to submit a medical statement, failure to comply with an order to re-
test, failure to pass the re-test, or medical reasons indicated by a doctor will 
result in an administrative indefinite suspension. 

A suspension notice is mailed to the subject.

Not eligible for driving privileges.

Reinstatement Requirements:
• BMV2310 must be completed by a Physician
• Any required exams must be passed



Medical Suspension (MD)

“MD” references a medical suspension

The 2009 advises the customer to refer to prior correspondence 
for direction on how to comply.  

Medical case requirements depend on the reason for the case
 



Child Support Suspension (KS)

A child support enforcement agency can suspend a license for failure to pay 
on a child support order or failure to answer to a warrant or subpoena for 
child support issues.

The court with jurisdiction over the Child Support order may grant limited 
driving privileges for a Child Support suspension.

Reinstatement Requirements:
• Child Support Enforcement Agency releases the hold electronically
• Pay a $40 reinstatement fee

“KS” Indicate a Child Support Suspension

The child support enforcement agency, case number, and 
contact number are listed. 



Violation of Restriction Suspension (RV)

A violation of restriction suspension is established when a driver has violated 
a license restriction such as not wearing corrective lenses, using mechanical 
control devices as required, operating a motorcycle without an 
endorsement, disregarding a daylight driving only restriction, etc.

Not eligible for Driving privileges. 

Reinstatement Requirements:
• Serve 6 month suspension
• Pay a $40 reinstatement fee



Immobilization Block (IM) 

The court can order a block or impoundment of the registration and license 
plates for a period of time.

Registration Requirements:
• Serve the immobilization period
• Pay a $100 reinstatement fee

“IM” references an Immobilization Block

The Court case number, court, contact number, and expiration 
of the block are listed 



Court Order Registration Blocks (CR)

Court Ordered Registration blocks will prevent vehicle registration transactions 
due to unpaid fines or fees.

To release this block, the person must comply with court requirements.  Once 
satisfied, the court will release the block electronically. 

Court Ordered Registration blocks are listed near the bottom of the 2009. 
These only block registration of a vehicle. 

The court case number, name, and contact number are listed



D.E.T.E.R Blocks
Drivers with Excessive Tickets Excluded from Registration

The Ohio BMV has the authority to block vehicle registration for failure to pay 
a single disability parking violation or three parking violations.

To release this block, all outstanding judgments must be paid in full. The local 
Traffic Violations Bureau may electronically clear the block, or may provide a 
D.E.TE.R. Block release which can be turned into the BMV. 

 *Payments are not accepted by the BMV or deputy registrar.

The Traffic Violation Bureaus name, and contact number are listed



Remedial 

Certain suspensions, such as a 12-Point suspension or Probationary suspension, 
require a remedial driving course rom an approved driving school be completed. 
The 2009 will list the required course and the website for course information.  

Once on the site, the driver may 
select the appropriate course for 
their suspension type:

• Adult Remedial Online
• Adult Remedial School
• Juvenile Remedial School



Reinstatement Fees

The total amount of all Reinstatement fees owed to the BMV will be listed on 
the 2009

If they have been given the automatic amnesty reduction it will show along with 
information on the BMV fee payment plan 



CONTACT US- CUSTOMER OPTIONS

www.bmv.ohio.gov
• View reinstatement requirements
• Pay reinstatement fees online
• Access online chat

Call (844) 644-6268

• Speak with a customer service representative M-F 8 am to 5 pm 

• Pay Reinstatement fees with the automated system 24/7

• Listen to reinstatement requirements with the automated system 

24/7

Visit us in person!  Full reinstatement services are available at all 

Deputy Registrar locations. (Service fee applies) 



Questions?
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