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SERVICE OF CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE 
Wedding Planning Worksheet 

 
B1 L2 G1 L1 
DATE TIME  
 

ENTRANCE 
 
PRELUDE  
 
PROCESSIONAL 
 
GREETING 
[1] Dearly beloved, we are gathered together here in the sight of God, and in the presence of 
these witnesses, to join together B1 and G1 in holy matrimony; which is an honorable estate, 
instituted of God, and signifying unto us the mystical union which exists between Christ and his 
Church; which holy covenant Christ adorned and beautified with his presence in Cana of Galilee.  It 
is therefore not to be entered into unadvisedly, but reverently, discreetly, and in the fear of God.  Into 
this holy covenant these two persons come now to be joined. 
 
[2] Friends, we are gathered together in the sight of God to witness and bless the joining together of 
G1 and B1 in Christian Marriage.  The covenant of marriage was established by God, who created us 
male and female for each other.  With his presence and power Jesus graced a wedding at Cana of 
Galilee, and in his sacrificial love gave us the example for the love of husband and wife.  G1 and B1 
come to give themselves to one another in this holy covenant. 
 
[3] G1 and B1 have invited you here this evening, in the sight of God, to witness and to celebrate 
the joining of their two lives in marriage.  They look upon marriage as a sacred joyous covenant, a 
way of life ordained by God.  Into this sacred covenant they now desire to enter.  Let us ask God's 
blessing on the commitment they wish to make to each other. 
 
[4] G1 and B1 have invited you here today to share in their joy as they begin their new life 
together.  The marriage service leaves us looking out along a road that leads to endless joy.  There 
will be hardships along that road and disappointments.  To travel it will require strong disciplines 
and intelligently worked out ways.  Much that is ahead is uncertain but some things can be depended 
on as absolutely sure.  Faith, hope, love abide these three; but the greatest of these is love. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
[1] Almighty and ever blessed God, whose presence is the happiness of every condition and 
whose favor hallows every relation, we pray that you will be present and favorable with G1 and B1, 
that they may be truly joined in the honorable estate of marriage, in loyalty to their covenant with 
you.  As you have brought them together by your providence, sanctify them by your spirit, give them 
a new frame of heart fit for their new estate; and enrich them with all grace, whereby they may enjoy 
the comforts, undergo any cares, and perform the duties of life together as becomes Christians, under 
your heavenly guidance and protection; through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 
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[2] Dear God:  G1 and B1 can set forth with high hearts because they have faith in each other, 
which is founded on their faith in you.  They can face the future full of hope because they know what 
will bring their marriage its daily comforts and ultimate success.  Side by side they can start down 
across the years, held to each other by a love whose source is in your heart.  Amen. 
 
[3] Eternal God, you have created us in love, and for love, and made our hearts restless until we 
respond in love to you and to each other.  Bless B1 and G1 who stand before us now; we are 
thankful for all of the joy they bring to this sacred hour in their lives, as we are grateful for those 
who have taught them love and nurtured them in love.  May they feel and know your presence as 
they now make their promises to each other.  In Christ's name.  Amen. 
 
 

DECLARATION OF INTENTION 
 
DECLARATION BY THE MAN AND WOMAN 
 
[1] G1, will you have B1 to be your wedded wife, to live together in the holy estate of 
matrimony?  Will you love her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in sickness and in health; and 
forsaking all others keep yourself only unto her? 
 

B1, will you have G1 to be your wedded husband, to live together in the holy estate of 
matrimony?  Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in health; and 
forsaking all others keep yourself only unto him? 
 
[2] G1, will you take B1 to be your wife -- loving her, honoring and caring for her in sickness 
and in health, through poverty and good fortune, in times of comfort and times of struggle, and 
forsaking all others keep yourself only unto her? 
 

B1, will you take G1 to be your husband -- loving him, honoring and caring for him in 
sickness and in health, through poverty and good fortune, in times of comfort and times of struggle, 
and forsaking all others keep yourself only unto him? 
 
[3] G1, will you take B1 to be your wife, to live together in the holy estate of matrimony?  Will 
you love her, respect her, honor and keep her in sickness and in health, through poverty and good 
fortune, in times of comfort and times of struggle, and forsaking all others keep yourself only unto 
her? 
 

B1, will you take G1 to be your husband, to live together in the holy estate of matrimony?  
Will you love him, respect him, honor and keep him in sickness and in health, through poverty and 
good fortune, in times of comfort and times of struggle, and forsaking all others keep yourself only 
unto him? 
 
[4] What greater thing is there for two human souls than to feel they are joined for life? 
 

G1, will you take B1 to be your wife, to strengthen each other in all labor, to rest on each 
other in all sorrow, to minister to each other in all pain, to be one with each other in silent, 
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unspeakable memories at the moment of the last parting? 
 

B1, will you take G1 to be your husband, to strengthen each other in all labor, to rest on each 
other in all sorrow, to minister to each other in all pain, to be one with each other in silent, 
unspeakable memories at the moment of the last parting? 
 
ADDRESS TO FAMILY OF BRIDE AND GROOM 
[1] Who presents B1 to be married to G1? 

[a] HER MOTHER AND I DO. 
[b] MY WIFE AND I DO. 
[c]  I DO 

 
[2] B1 is appreciative of all of the love and nurture she has received from you throughout her life 
until now.  Her capacity to love another this day is in part enabled by the love she has already 
received.  But from this time forward her prior commitment is to the love and relationship she has 
with G1.  She will always be a part of your family.  She simply asks you if you will receive G1 into 
your family that you might love and nurture them together from this day forward.  If you will do so, 
please say WE Will. 
 

G1 is appreciative of all of the love and nurture he has received from you throughout his life 
until now.  His capacity to love another this day is in part enabled by the love he has already 
received.  But from this time forward his prior commitment is to the love and relationship he has 
with B1.  He will always be a part of your family.  He simply asks you if you will receive B1 into 
your family that you might love and nurture them together from this day forward.  If you will do so, 
please say WE Will. 
 
PRESENTATION OF ROSES TO PARENTS: [OPTIONAL] 

To you, their parents, B1 and G1 wish to thank you for sharing part of your life with them 
and for giving them the guidance and love which they will now share together.  They now present 
you with these roses as a symbol of their love for you. 
 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
 
SCRIPTURE  - Suggested scriptures can be found in the United Methodist Book of Worship 
 
HOMILY 
 

THE MARRIAGE 
 
EXCHANGE OF WEDDING VOWS 
[1] I, G1, take you, B1 to be my wedded wife, to have and to hold, from this day forward, for 
better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death us 
do part, according to God's holy ordinance: and thereto I pledge you my faith. 
 

I, B1, take you, G1 to be my wedded husband, to have and to hold, from this day forward, for 
better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death us 
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do part, according to God's holy ordinance: and thereto I pledge you my faith. 
 
[2] In the name of God, I, G1, take you, B1, to be my wife, to have and to hold from this day 
forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, 
until we are parted by death.  This is my solemn vow. 
 

In the name of God, I, B1, take you, G1, to be my husband, to have and to hold from this day 
forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, 
until we are parted by death.  This is my solemn vow. 
 
[3] I, G1, recognizing my love for you, B1, want very much to have you as my wife and partner 
throughout life.  I promise to love you and to cherish you, always to be honest with you, to share my 
life completely, and to keep you always at my side until by death we part. 
 

I, B1, recognizing my love for you, G1, want very much to have you as my husband and 
partner throughout life.  I promise to love you and to cherish you, always to be honest with you, to 
share my life completely, and to keep you always at my side until by death we part. 
 
[4] I, G1, recognizing my love for you B1, and knowing in my heart my solemn vows to you, 
wish to share my life completely with you. 
 

I, B1, recognizing my love for you G1, and knowing in my heart my solemn vows to you, 
wish to share my life completely with you. 
 
WEDDING RINGS 
[1] The wedding ring is the outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, signifying 
to all the uniting of B1 and G1 in holy matrimony, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
[2] These rings are the outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, signifying to us the 
union between Jesus Christ and his church. 
 
[3] Love is a circle that is always moving.  So the wedding ring is a visible circle which has no 
beginning nor end, but symbolizes one continuous bond of love for each other. 
 
BLESSING OF THE RINGS 
[1] Bless, O Lord, the giving of these rings, that they who wear them may live in your peace and 
continue in your favor all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
[2] Bless, O Lord, these rings, that they may always be a sign of what is good when two people 
unite as one in your presence.  Amen. 
 
EXCHANGE OF RINGS 
 
[1] B1, in token and pledge of our constant faith and abiding love, with this ring I thee wed, in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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G1, in token and pledge of our constant faith and abiding love, with this ring I thee wed, in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
[2] B1, I give you this ring as a sign of my vow, and with all that I am, and all that I have, I honor 
you; in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

G1, I give you this ring as a sign of my vow, and with all that I am, and all that I have, I 
honor you; in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
[3] B1, as a symbol of our love, with this ring I thee wed, in the presence of God and these 
friends. 
 

G1, as a symbol of our love, with this ring I thee wed, in the presence of God and these 
friends. 
 
[4] B1, as a symbol of our love, with this ring I thee wed, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

G1, as a symbol of our love, with this ring I thee wed, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
[5] B1, as a symbol of our love, with this ring I give my circle of love to you in the presence of 
God and these friends. 
 

G1, as a symbol of our love, with this ring I give my circle of love to you in the presence of 
God and these friends. 
 
PRONOUNCEMENT OF MATRIMONY 

Forasmuch as G1 and B1 have consented together in holy wedlock, and have witnessed the 
same before God and their families and friends, and have declared the same by joining hands and by 
giving and receiving rings; I, ministering in God's name and by the authority of the state of Ohio, 
pronounce that they are husband and wife together, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.  Those whom God hath joined together, let no one put asunder.  Amen. 
 
UNITY CANDLE [OPTIONAL] 

G1 and B1, the light of your own candle signifies the presence of your own individuality.  
The candle you now light together represents the bond you have chosen to create with each other.  
Through your love for each other, and for yourself, may the light grow ever brighter. 
 
BLESSING OF THE MARRIAGE 
 
[1] O eternal God, creator and preserver of all, giver of all spiritual grace, the author of 
everlasting life: Send your blessing upon B1 and G1, whom we bless in your name; that they may 
surely perform and keep the vow and covenant between them made, and may ever remain in perfect 
love and peace together, and live according to your laws. 

Look graciously upon them, that they may love, honor, and cherish each other, and so live 
together in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness; that their home may be a haven 
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of blessing and a place of peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
[2] O God, B1 and G1 know that You are the Author of Love; that the love which they bear for 
each other is Your gift to them.  Help them in the years ahead never lightly to regard that gift.  We 
know that in Your sight, their marriage will be an eternal union.  It is the clasping of their hands, the 
blending of their lives, the union of their hearts, that they may walk together up the hill of life to 
meet the dawn together to bear life's burdens, to discharge its duties, and to share its joys and 
sorrows. 

We know that their marriage will stand and endure -- not by the wedding ceremony or by any 
marriage license, but rather by the strength of the love which You have given them and by the 
endurance of their faith in each other and in You,  the Master of their lives. 

We are thankful that Your blessing will go down the years with them as a light on their way, 
as a benediction to the home they are about to establish.  May that home always be a haven of 
strength and love to all who enter it ... their children, loved ones, neighbors, and their friends. 

We thank You, O God, in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
[3] O Father, our hearts are filled with great happiness on this wedding day.  G1 and B1 come 
before you at the altar of love, pledging their lives and their hearts to one another.   

Grant that they may be ever true and loving, living together in such a way as to never bring 
shame or heartbreak into their marriage.  Temper their hearts with kindness and understanding and 
rid them of all pretense or jealousy. 

Help them that together, they may meet the cares and problems of life more bravely.  And as 
time takes away their youthful charm, may they find contentment in the greater joy of rich 
companionship. 

May their home be a place of love and harmony where your spirit is ever present.  Bless their 
wedding day, we pray and walk beside them, Father, through all their life together.  Amen. 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER [may also be solo] 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever.  Amen.  
 

SENDING FORTH 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
[1] God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit bless, preserve, and keep you; the Lord graciously 
with his favor look upon you, and so fill you with all spiritual benediction and love that you may so 
live together in this life that in the world to come you may have life everlasting. Amen. 
 
[2] God the Eternal keep you in love with each other, so that the peace of Christ may abide in your 
home.  Go to serve God and your neighbor in all you do. 

Bear witness to the love of God in this world, so that those to whom love is a stranger will 
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find you generous friends. 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  Amen. 
 
KISS 
 
PRESENTATION OF COUPLE 
Friends, I am pleased to present 
[1] B1 and G1 L1. 
[2] the new Mr. & Mrs. G1 L1. 
 
RECESSIONAL 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 


