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DID YOU KNOW…? 
Did you know that… A Charitable Bequest is one of 

the easiest ways you can leave a last ing impact on your 
church or any United Methodist organizat ion.  A 
bequest may be made in your will or trust. 
 

Benefits of Your Bequest 
 Sustain or create ministry and mission. 

 Receive estate tax charitable deduction. 

 Lessen the burden of taxes on your family. 

 Leave a last ing legacy. 
 

How Do You Make a Bequest? 
A bequest is one of the easiest gifts to make.  With the 
help of an advisor, you can include language in your will 
or trust  specifying a gift to be made to family, friends or 
a charity as part of  your estate plan. 
 

Bequest Language: 
Suggested Language to discuss with your attorney can 
be found at:  
http://www.westohioumc.org/page.asp?PKValue=1126 

 
Your Bequest Options 
A bequest may be made in several ways: 

 Gift of a percentage of your estate 

 Gift of a specific dollar amount or asset 

 Gift from the balance or residue of your estate. 

 
 
 
A bequest can be designated for a specific ministry, 
endowment, or project.  If you choose to designate, 
please discuss it with your pastor or church leader to 
assure it advances the church's mission.  
 

Making a Bequest of Your Retirement Assets 
A ret irement asset, such as an IRA account, 401K, 403B, 
Pension Plans, etc., makes an excellent bequest.  If the 
ret irement asset were given to your family, much of the 
value may be lost through estate and income taxes.  By 
designating a charity as the beneficiary of all or part of 
your ret irement asset (using a beneficiary designation 
form provided by your custodian), the full value of the 
gift is transferred tax-free at your death and your estate 
receives an estate tax charitable deduction. 
 
 
Please do not hesitate to call or E-mail to obtain more 
information so we can serve you! 
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