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Distinctive Wesleyan Emphases 

 
 Although Wesley shared with many other Christians a belief in grace, justification, assurance, and 
sanctification, he combined them in a powerful manner to create distinctive emphases for living the full 
Christian life. The Evangelical United Brethren tradition, particularly as expressed by Phillip William 
Otterbein from a Reformed background, gave similar distinctive emphases.  
 Grace pervades our understanding of Christian faith and life. By grace we mean the undeserved, 
unmerited, and loving action of God in human existence through the ever-present Holy Spirit. While the 
grace of God is undivided, it precedes salvation as “prevenient grace,” continues in “justifying grace,” 
and is brought to fruition in “sanctifying grace.”  
 We assert that God’s grace is manifest in all creation even though suffering, violence, and evil are 
everywhere present. The goodness of creation is fulfilled in human beings, who are called to covenant 
partnership with God. God has endowed us with dignity and freedom and has summoned us to 
responsibility for our lives and the life of the world.  
   In God’s self-revelation, Jesus Christ, we see the splendor of our true humanity. Even our sin, with its 
destructive consequences for all creation, does not alter God’s intention for us—holiness and happiness 
of heart. Nor does it diminish our accountability for the way we live.  
Despite our brokenness, we remain creatures brought into being by a just and merciful God. The 
restoration of God’s image in our lives requires divine grace to renew our fallen nature.  
      Prevenient Grace—We acknowledge God’s prevenient grace, the divine love that surrounds all 
humanity and precedes any and all of our conscious impulses. This grace prompts our first wish to 
please God, our first glimmer of understanding concerning God’s will, and our “first slight transient 
conviction” of having sinned against God.  
  God’s grace also awakens in us an earnest longing for deliverance from sin and death and moves us 
toward repentance and faith.  
     Justification and Assurance—We believe God reaches out to the repentant believer in justifying grace 
with accepting and pardoning love. Wesleyan theology stresses that a decisive change in the human 
heart can and does occur under the prompting of grace and the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  
      In justification we are, through faith, forgiven our sin and restored to God’s favor. This righting of 
relationships by God through Christ calls forth our faith and trust as we experience regeneration, by 
which we are made new creatures in Christ.  
This process of justification and new birth is often referred to as conversion. Such a change may be 
sudden and dramatic, or gradual and cumulative. It marks a new beginning, yet it is part of an ongoing 
process. Christian experience as personal transformation always expresses itself as faith working by 
love.  
      Our Wesleyan theology also embraces the scriptural promise that we can expect to receive assurance 
of our present salvation as the Spirit “bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.” 
    Sanctification and Perfection—We hold that the wonder of God’s acceptance and pardon does not 
end God’s saving work, which continues to nurture our growth in grace. Through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, we are enabled to increase in the knowledge and love of God and in love for our neighbor.  
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     New birth is the first step in this process of sanctification. Sanctifying grace draws us toward the gift 
of Christian perfection, which Wesley described as a heart of “habitually filled with the love of God and 
neighbor” and as “having the mind of Christ and walking as he walked.”  
      The gracious gift of God’s power and love, the hope and expectation of the faithful is neither 
warranted by our efforts nor limited by our frailties.  
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TOUCHING GRACE WORKSHEET 
List ministries where individuals who are not members of your church have 

opportunities to “touch grace”. 

1. ________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________________________ 
 

For each ministry, what is the “free gift” that is offered with the love of Christ in this ministry? 

 

 

How do program participants and leaders experience the free gifts of this ministry as prevenient 

grace, justifying grace and/or sanctifying grace? 

 

 

 

List ideas you have for raising awareness and helping people to experience this ministry as a means of 

touching grace. 

1. ________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________________________ 
 

List ideas for using this touching grace ministry as a pathway that draws people to Sunday 

morning worship and other faith forming activities in your church. 

1. ________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________________________ 
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THE MISSION of the West Ohio 
Conference IS 

TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES to 

MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST 
FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE 

WORLD… A WORLD 

OF JUSTICE, LOVE and PEACE filled 

with people GROWING in the 

likeness of JESUS CHRIST 
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  Dimensions of Diversity 

 

 
Activity 

• Look at the Secondary Dimensions “Community layer” 

• Circle items that have changed since you turned 18 

• Place stars by 3 items that were really important changes 

• Working in pairs, share a story behind one of the items that received a “star” on your diagram. 
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Mission To and For Exercise 
Created by Deanna Stickley-Miner 

Volunteers from the congregation 

 

1. 3 people are needed 

a. 2 people are intake volunteers who sit at a table inside the door 

b. 1 person provides food to community members 

2. Scenario…First United Methodist Church has begun a food pantry for their community. 
They have decided to serve people in their zip code who live below the poverty line. At their 
administrative council meeting, they decided on the following guidelines and procedures. 

3. Please note—You are to act in a way that values efficiency and following the rules 

a. Each person will need to bring with them a birth certificate and social security card 
for every member of their family each time they come to the food pantry. 

b. Once a month, each person will need to provide pay stubs for the previous month 
to ensure that they live under the poverty line. 

c. Each person must also bring a picture ID with proof of address. 

d. They will be open from 830 am – 1030 am each Monday and Wednesday. 

e. Volunteers will have a check list provided to them to ensure that they receive all 
required documentation. If someone does not have a piece of information required, 
they will be asked to leave and can return when they possess all required documents. 

f. Once they have been approved for service, each person will sit in a room and be given 
a bag of groceries approved for their family size. 

g. Upon receiving their bag of groceries, the person and his or her family must leave 
immediately to make room for additional people. 

4. Two volunteers from the congregation will be seated at a table. 

5. When a client comes to the table, each volunteer will ask the client for each piece of information 
that appears on the check list. If the client has all of the required documents, the volunteer will 

give a slip of paper to the 3rd volunteer who will give the client a bag of groceries. 

6. If the client does not have all of the required documents, they are asked to leave and come 
back when they have all required documents for each person in the family. There are no 
exceptions, because the church wants to make sure that they are helping those who really need 
help. 

7. After giving the bag of groceries, the 3rd volunteer will ask the client to leave and remind 
him/her that they can come back in two weeks, but must bring all of the same documentation 
with them. 

8. If anyone asks if there can be substitutions, please explain that your policy clearly 
indicates that available food is given to people based on the size of their families. You do 
not have the ability to exchange food, because it would set a precedent that would not be 
sustainable. Also, they do not want to appear to other clients as though they are showing 
favoritism. 
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(Mission To and For Exercise – Continued) 

 

Client #1 

1. You are a single mother of 3 children. 

a. When asked for documentation, you indicate that you do not have a birth certificate 
for your youngest child, because you do not have the money to get one. 

b. You possess a picture ID, however, it is an out of state driver’s license. You have no 
proof of living within the service area of the pantry. You are currently staying with a 
friend, and you have no bill that verifies that you live in that house. 

c. If you are denied service, plead to receive food for your children. They are hungry 
and there is not enough food in the house. State that you would be fine if you did 
not receive food for yourself, your only concern is feeding your children. 

d. If you are asked to leave, plead one more time…share with the volunteer that you had 
to take to take time off of work in order to come. When you take time off of work, you 
do not get paid, because you have no paid leave. Additionally, because of the hours of 
operation, your two school age children will be late to school. Having to come back is 
not as easy as it might seem. 

 

 
Client #2 

You are diabetic and work in construction. Your construction company has not received very 
many job and has had to lay you off. Your wife is disabled, but has not been approved for 
disability assistance through Social Security. You have two children. Your oldest child is highly 
allergic to peanuts. 

a. You possess all the documents that are required by the food pantry. 

b. When you are given the bag of food, inquire into the nutritional value of the food. 
Indicate that the food is highly processed and would cause additional health problems 
for you. As it is, you do not have financial resources to pay for your insulin. Ask if you 
can exchange some of the highly processed food for more fresh produce. 

c. You also realize that your bag of groceries includes a large tub of peanut butter. 
Indicate to the volunteer that you cannot bring peanut butter into your home, because 
your oldest child is highly allergic to peanuts. If you cannot exchange some of the 
highly processed food for fresh produce, request that the peanut butter be replaced by 
a non-peanut based product. 

d. If you are not allowed to exchange any of the food, remove the peanut butter and 
state that you just cannot bring this into your home, because you are not willing to risk 
the health of your oldest child. 
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(Mission To and For Exercise – Continued) 

 
Church Volunteer Check List—complete for each client 
 
Name of Client: ________________________________________________________ 
 
How many people are in the family? _______________________________________ 
 
 
 
Does the client have birth certificates for each person in the family?     Yes     No 
 
Does the client have social security cards for each person in the family?     Yes     No 
 
Does the client have proof of address within the service area?     Yes     No 
 
Does the client have pay stubs for the past 30 days verifying income?     Yes     No 
 
Does the client meet the threshold to receive food?     Yes     No 
  

Family of 1 $983.33 per month or less 

Family of 2 $1,335 per month or less 

Family of 3 $1,680 per month or less 

Family of 4 $2,025 per month or less 

Family of 5 $2,370 per month or less 

  
 
If the client meets all requirements, hand this form to the volunteer who will give the client the food 
they can have.  
 
 
If the client does not meet all of the requirements, please ask him or her to leave. Inform him or her that 
they can come back when they are open if they can produce all required documents. Not exceptions can 
be made, because you have to be fair to everyone.  
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Stretch Your Cultural Comfort Zone  
 

The following activity involves stretching your cultural comfort zone by experimenting in real life 

situations. 

First, decide which is your natural preference regarding one of the six categories and then take a 

card with a task related to your preference. Once you have read and understood your task, please 

put the card back and enjoy the stretching! 

Since culture is about interaction and appropriateness, know that some of these tasks may be 

challenging for you. Please also remember that every interaction offers an opportunity to learn - 

about your own communication style, boundaries and preferences, as well as about the 

preferences of others. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 © Copyright 2013 by AFS Intercultural Programs, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Connection Blueprint 

Session 3—Touching Grace 

Assignment 

 

During this next month, your congregational team will take the concepts learned and apply them to the 

ministry you identified out of the second session. This will be an opportunity to develop an intentional 

plan of integrating faith sharing into your specific ministry being developed or expanded. 

1. Meet with the other members of your team and share with them the concepts you learned and 

practiced during the Touching Grace session. 

2. Taking the ministry you are developing or expanding from the second session, identify the 

following: 

a. What cultural boundaries are being crossed through this ministry? 

b. What will you do in order to minimize the impact of implicit bias? 

3. Taking the ministry you are developing or expanding from the second session, develop the 

following. 

a. How does this ministry invite participants and leaders to touch grace (prevenient, 

justifying, sanctifying)?  List specific ways. 

b. What will you do to maximize this opportunity? 

c. How does this change the way you talk about and lead this ministry? 

d. What will you do to intentionally shape other leaders and participants in this 

understanding? 

e. Craft a written description of this ministry as an expression of grace. 

4. Submit a written report on number 2 and 3 above to John Edgar (jedgar@4allpeople.net ) and 

Dee Stickley-Miner (dstickley@wocumc.org ) by September 19, 2017.   

 
 
 

Copyrights 

The West Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church (WOC) reserves all copyrights in this 

work.  United Methodist entities may use these materials without prior permission or royalty for non-

commercial, religious purposes, on the condition that you prominently display the following attribution: 

“These copyrighted materials are used with the permission of The West Ohio Conference of the United 
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