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this year’s
studies

Location: 
Ohio Northern University 
525 South Main Street 
Ada, Ohio 45810

Mission u reflects the theology of The United Methodist Church and 
the practice of joining personal holiness with social holiness. Through 
worship, in-depth study, music, prayer, sharing and exploring, we invite 
you to grow with us in understanding the mission of the church.

a diverse community of people learning 
to put their faith into practical action  
in the current world context.

Spiritual Growth:  
The Bible and Human Sexuality: 
Claiming God’s Good Gift

Global and Geographic Understanding:  
Latin America: People and Faith

Social Justice Understanding:  
Climate Justice: Call to Hope and Action

Youth Study:  
Joining Voices for Climate Justice

Children’s Study:  
God’s Extravagent Garden, 
A Study on Climate Justice



From the dean...

Welcome to Mission u 
You are invited to attend a transforming life experience. This year’s three studies are 
exciting, challenging and timely.

Who comes to Mission u? 
Everyone! In our diversity we can look beyond what is 
comfortable to us and engage in opportunities that only 
God can plan for us.

What is Mission u? 
It is a transformative mission opportunity. Mission u 
provides an opportunity for all to grow in faith, hope 
and love in action through the mission work of The 
United Methodist Church. We’re a diverse community of 
people learning to put our faith into practical action in the 
current world context.

Why is there a Mission u?
Mission u happens each year all around the world to offer a time to move away from 
our regular busy lives and reflect on: what the Bible is saying about how we are to 
be in partnership with God, what the United Methodist Church believes, how to put 
our beliefs into action, and how we can be in mission WITH people all over the world. 
Mission u is the greatest educational program of the United Methodist Church. 
Thousands of women, men and children attend Mission u every year.

When is Mission u?
• The Four Day Mission u is July 7-10
• The Weekend Mission u is July 8-10
• The Day Sampler is July 9
• The Youth Mission u is being offered for all three of the events listed above
• The Children’s Mission u is July 8-10
• The Hispanic Mission u is July 8-10

Where is Mission u? 
Ohio Northern University in Ada, OH

How do you register to attend Mission u?
Online:  Visit www.westohioumc.org, click on “Register for Events.”

By mail:  Use the registration form in this booklet and mail it in to: Mary Blackstone,  
 West Ohio Conference, 32 Wesley Blvd., Worthington, OH 43085

 

Jane Benner,  
Dean of Mission u



Three Featured Courses:
 
Spiritual Growth:  
The Bible and Human Sexuality: Claiming God’s Good Gift 

> Required for Adult Track, School of Ministry Track

The 2016 Spiritual Growth study invites us to explore the complexity of the 

biblical text and our varied understandings of it in light of human sexuality. 

We will also examine the influence of theologians and church leaders 

throughout thousands of years of JudeoChristian history. Finally, we will 

consider the influence of family systems, heritage, and changing gender 

roles, along with the impact of race, class, age, ethnicity, and orientation  

and how each of us was reared and instructed in our Christian faith. 

We are sexual beings. God made us that way. Sexuality can be celebrated and it can be exploited; 

it can draw us closer to the one we love, or it can divide whole communities of faith. Yet, we are 

called to be the Beloved Community of healing, wholeness, reconciliation, and love. How we help 

one another make sense of the beauty and complexity of sexuality is the purpose of this study. 

Open your minds and hearts, and let’s wrestle together.

For Global and Geographic Understanding:  
Latin America: People and Faith 

> Elective for Adult Track, School of Ministry Track

People and Faith is an overview of the richness of Latin America and its people 

for readers on the North American continent. The study examines the history 

of the region from pre-Columbian times until colonization and the struggle 

for independence. It also explores the current challenges of the nations, 

along with their rich art, culture and the ongoing contributions of women. 

The role of religion is woven throughout the pages and will help the reader 

understand how Latin America has been influenced by various religions and 

faith traditions.

2016 mission studies

ELLEN A. BRUBAKER

THE BIBLE 
AND HUMAN 
SEXUALITY 
CLAIMING GOD’S 

GOOD GIFT

This study explores the Bible and human sexuality as two essential com-
ponents of our Christian faith. The Bible is part of the foundation of our 
faith. Human sexuality is part of who we are as human beings, created 
by God and called good. The study invites us to explore the complexity 
of the biblical text and our varied understandings of it in light of human 
sexuality. It examines the influence of theologians and church leaders 
throughout thousands of years of Judeo-Christian history. Finally, it 
considers the influence of family systems, heritage, and changing gender 
roles, along with the impact of race, class, age, ethnicity, and orientation 
and how we were raised and instructed in our Christian faith. 

We are sexual beings. God made us that way. Sexuality can be celebrated, 
or it can be exploited; it can draw us closer to the one we love, or it can 
divide whole communities of faith. Yet, we are called to be the Beloved 
Community of healing, wholeness, reconciliation, and love. How we 
help one another make sense of the beauty and complexity of sexuality 
is the purpose of this study. 

Open your minds and hearts, and let’s wrestle together.

www.umwmissionresources.org • 800-305-9857 • $10 

Processed chlorine free 

PARTICIPANT’S GUIDE 

M. GARLINDA BURTON

T
H

E
 B

IB
L

E
 A

N
D

 H
U

M
A

N
 S

E
X

U
A

L
IT

Y
:

C
L

A
IM

IN
G

 G
O

D
’S

 G
O

O
D

 G
IF

T
B

RU
B

A
K

ER

UMW



Social Justice Understanding:  
Climate Justice: Call to Hope and Action 

> Elective for Adult Track, School of Ministry Track

This study will deepen your understanding and awareness of climate change 

and its impact on God’s creation. The study highlights justice, peace, and 

integrity of creation as important dimensions of partnering in God’s mission 

today. It offers participants biblical, theological, and ethical insights as the 

basis of their advocacy on climate justice in churches and in the public sphere. 

Learn not only about climate change, but also about the justice concerns 

raised by the drivers of climate change and the communities affected by 

it. Participants in this study will also learn how their own actions contribute 

to climate change and what they can do to positively affect the environment. Equipped with this 

information, they will be able to share their knowledge, be intentional about living a sustainable 

lifestyle, and learn how to support those who suffer because of climate change. 

Joining Voices for Climate Justice
> Youth Grades 7-12 Study:  

This study is designed for study leaders to engage youth in the issue 

of climate change as both a justice and faith issue. At the heart of the 

study are five climate voices. These voices are five individuals who have 

been engaging climate justice issues in a variety of contexts. The study 

encourages youth to interact with the voices in each session to deepen 

their understanding of climate change through perspectives from around 

the world. The study also includes bible studies, interactive activities, art, 

and timeline to study climate change and justice issues. 

God’s Extravagent Garden
> Children K-Grade 6 Study:  

This study affords elementary-aged children the opportunity to do what 

they are naturally inclined to do from ages five to seven—freely explore 

the natural world; and from ages eight to eleven—get to know and 

care about it. Our work in this study is to support, rather than prevent, 

children’s natural desire to explore and be in wonder at life around them. 

This is a great gift that they bring to the life of the planet. From here, we 

can hope they will continue to grow in their love of the natural world 

that is their home, feel comfortable in it, understand their part in creation, 

and find the courage and receive the grace to do the challenging work of climate justice that lies 

before them—alongside the Source of Life, so that there can be life everywhere.

CLIMATE 
JUSTICE

Edited by Pat Watkins

A CALL TO HOPE 
AND ACTION

We live on a small blue planet in the midst of a mind- 
bogglingly huge universe. It is a fragile planet, and it’s 
the only one we have to call home. Our responsibility  
is to learn how to live in right relationship with God,  
each other, and with the earth itself. 

Climate Justice: A Call to Hope and Action invites you 
to seek climate justice, which means setting right our 
relationships with each other and the earth. Climate  
injustice is the result of climate change.

This study will challenge you to see what needs to  
happen for climate justice to become a reality in the  
world today. The church needs to more powerfully  
model how to address climate injustice. This entails  
not only focusing on the environment, but also asking 
hard questions regarding financial profit, a growing  
economy, our independent way of thinking, and our  
understanding of efficiency.

Start the movement for transformation!

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org • 800-305-9857 • $10
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GOD’S 
EXTRAVAGANT 

GARDEN
A Children’s Study 
 on Climate Justice

PAT HOERTH

In God’s Extravagant Garden: A Children’s Study  
on Climate Justice, author Pat Hoerth provides a  
learning experience for children ages five to twelve  
in four sessions. Children are encouraged to learn 
more about God’s creation through experiencing  
it firsthand during each of the sessions. Every  
encounter leads them into a deeper understanding  
and appreciation of the delicate balance of our  
environment and how our actions impact others,  
helping the children to develop their own action  
plans for caring for God’s Extravagant Garden where 
they live.

Jay Godfrey

www.umwmissionresources.org • 800-305-9857 • $10
Processed chlorine free 

Greenhouse 
Gases

Stuff
Climate 
Change

JOINING VOICES
FOR CLIMATE JUSTICE

Carbon 
Footprint

Creation

A Study for Youth

Joining Voices for Climate Justice is designed 
for study leaders to engage youth with climate 

change as a justice and faith issue.

At the heart of the study are five climate  
voices. They are individuals who have been  

engaging climate justice issues in a variety 
of contexts. This resource will encourage  
youth to interact with the voices in each  
session to deepen their understanding of  

climate change through global perspectives.



schedule Option 1

4-Day Program: 
Thursday, July 7, 9am – Sunday, July 10, 4 pm. 
The 4-Day program is the complete opportunity for in-depth study, fellowship, worship, 
and learning. 

 3 Tracks Offered

n 1. Adult Track: 
This track will focus on two mission topics, with enough resources and training to teach the study 

later in your local church. All participants will take the Spiritual Growth Study plus ONE OF EITHER 

the Global and Geographic Understanding Study or the Social Justice Understanding Study. See 

“Additional Info” section for information on purchasing study books. 

n 2. School of Ministry Track:
This track is designed for persons seeking advancement in lay servant ministry or clergy continuing 

education, and will include additional text with written reflections provided to participants for 

advance preparation. All participants will take the Spiritual Growth Study plus ONE OF EITHER 

the Global and Geographic Understanding Study or the Social Justice Understanding Study. See 

“Additional Info” section for information on purchasing study books. Professional CEU options will  

be offered.

n 3. Youth (Grades 7-12) Track:
Youth on this track will be provided multiple opportunities for educational experiences and fellowship. 

The Study used will be Climate Justice, and all materials will be provided to participants.

 Costs

Adults/Youth* 

Registration with housing: $270 ($245 Early Bird postmarked by April 15) 

 - Includes meals and 3 nights of housing 

 - Add $12 for university provided linens 

Registration without housing: $170 ($145 Early Bird postmarked by April 15) 

 - Includes meals 

* Youth may register for the 4-day program without an adult and will be housed with a group  

     in a separate area of the dormitory with adult counselors.



schedule Option 2

Weekend Event: 
Friday, July 8, 3pm – Sunday, July 10 4pm 
A perfect opportunity for families to experience mission exploration, with simultaneous 
classes and activities especially designed for youth and children. The weekend program 

also offers a Spanish Language track for adults. Child care is available for Pre-K children. 

 4 Tracks Offered

n 1. Adult Track: 
This track will focus on two mission topics, with enough resources and training to teach the 

study later in your local church. All participants will take the Spiritual Growth Study PLUS ONE 

OF EITHER the Global and Geographic Understanding Study or the Social Justice Understanding 

Study. See “Additional Info” section for information on purchasing study books. 

n 2. Adult Spanish Language Track: 
All participants will take the Spiritual Growth Study and the Social Justice Understanding Study. 

See “Additional Info” section for information on purchasing study books. Translation equipment 

is available for use during worship services.

n 3. Youth (Grades 7-12) Track: 
Youth on this track will be provided multiple opportunities for educational experiences and 

fellowship. Study used will be Climate Justice and all materials will be provided to participants.

n 4. Children (K-6) Track: 
Children will experience an opportunity to learn about mission in a creative, entertaining 

environment with crafts, songs, games, and their own mission study. Study will be Climate 

Justice and all materials will be provided to participants.

 Costs

Adults 
Registration with housing: $210 ($185 Early Bird postmarked by April 15) 

 - Includes meals and 2 nights of housing 

 - Add $12 for university provided linens 

Registration without housing: $145 ($120 Early Bird postmarked by April 15) 

 - Includes meals 

Youth (Grades 7-12) 
Registration: $145 ($120 if registered by April 15) 

 - Includes meals, study materials, and housing in dorm with other youth and adult counselors 

 - Add $12 for university provided linens

Family Plan:  
With full registration paid by one adult, children and youth who share a room with their parent may be 

added to the weekend program at a reduced rate of $40 each. Children/youth must bring a sleeping bag 

and sleep on the floor of parent’s room. Cost includes meals and study materials.



 

1-Day Sampler: 
Saturday, July 9, 8:30am-5:30pm 
A one-day experience that provides an overview of the mission topics with lots of great 

materials provided for use in your church. Special activities are available for school-age 

children and youth; child-care is offered for pre-K children. Lunch is provided. 

 3 Tracks Offered

n 1. Adult Track: 
This track will focus on two mission topics, with enough resources and training to teach the study 

later in your local church. All participants will take the Spiritual Growth Study PLUS ONE OF 

EITHER the Global and Geographic Understanding Study or the Social Justice Understanding Study. 

See “Additional Info” section for information on purchasing study books. 

n 2. Youth (Grades 7-12) Track:
Youth on this track will be provided multiple opportunities for educational experiences and fellowship. 

Study used will be Climate Justice and all materials will be provided to participants. Youth must be 

registered with an accompanying adult. 

n 3. Children (Grades K-6) Track:
Children will experience an opportunity to learn about mission in a creative, entertaining 

environment with crafts, songs, games, and their own mission study. Study will be Climate 

Justice and all materials will be provided to participants. Children must be registered with an 

accompanying adult. 

 Costs

Adults 
Registration: $40 

 - Includes lunch

Youth/Children 
Family Plan: With full registration paid by one adult, youth and children may be added to the day 

sampler at a reduced rate of $15 each (includes lunch). Children and youth must be registered with an 

accompanying adult.

schedule Option 3



 

registration part 1
Please register at: www.westohioumc.org
Click “Register for Events” and look for the start date of your desired schedule option. 
If you prefer to register through the mail, please complete the form below.

Name:        

Ethnicity:  

Address:  

City:                                                                            State:                 Zip:        

Phone:                                           District:        

Email:    
Please Note: email will be used by the Registrar to send confirmations. Therefore, it must be a viable 

means of contact with the ability to print. Those who do not have an operable email address will be sent 

their confirmation through USPS (mail).

Please check all that apply: 

g Male g Scholarship Request g Member, United Methodist Women (UMW)

g Female g CEU g UMW District/Conference Officer 

g First Time Attendee g Special Needs: (please specify) _______________

     ________________________________________________________________________

Please choose the topic you’d like to explore: 

g Global and Geographic Understanding  -or- g Social Justice Understanding 

Weekend or 1-day Family Plan Option (if youth/children are joining you, please list them)

Name:                                                                   Age/Grade:                   

Name:                                                                   Age/Grade:                   

Name:                                                                   Age/Grade:                   

Name:                                                                   Age/Grade:                   

(registration continues on back of this page)

If registering by mail, please use one form per person (or family).  
Mail to: West Ohio Conference 
 Attn: Mary Blackstone • 32 Wesley Blvd. • Worthington, OH 43085

Checks payable to: West Ohio Conference



 
OPTION 1: 4-Day Program (July 7-10)   
  Preferred track:  n Adult Track   n School of Ministry Track   n Youth Track  

  g $170: Registration without housing ($145 if registered and paid by April 15)

  g $270: Registration with housing ($245 if registered and paid by April 15)
   n Apartment   n Dorm
   n Roomate Request—I would like to room with:        

  g $12: University-provided linens

        $                        Total Option 1 Registration Cost

OPTION 2: Weekend Event (July 8-10) 
Adults:
  Preferred track:   n Adult Track    n Adult Spanish Track  

  g $145: Registration without housing ($120 if registered and paid by April 15)

  g $210: Registration with housing ($185 if registered and paid by April 15)
   n Apartment   n Dorm
   n Roomate Request—I would like to room with:        

  g $12: University-provided linens

Youth:
  g $145 ($120 if registered and paid by April 15) 
   Cost includes meals, study materials, and housing in dorm with other youth and adult counselors.

  g $12: University-provided linens

Family Plan:
g  $40 each Youth/Child: ($40 each x ________ = $_______________ total) 

With full registration paid by one adult, children and youth who share a room with their parent may be 
added to the weekend program at a reduced rate of $40 each. Children/youth must bring a sleeping bag 
and sleep on the floor of parent’s room. Cost includes meals and study materials

        $                        Total Option 2 Registration Cost

OPTION 3: 1-Day Sampler (July 9)
 Adults:
  g $40 each ($40 each x ________ = $_______________ total)

 Family Plan:
  g $15 each Youth/Child: ($15 each x ________ = $_______________ total) 

  With full registration paid by one adult, youth and children may be added to the day sampler at a reduced 

rate of $15 each (includes lunch). Children and youth must be registered with an accompanying adult.

        $                        Total Option 3 Registration Cost

Choose Your Schedule:

registration  
part 2



 

additional info

Housing 

Dormitory Suite (2 BR/1 bath) or Apartment (2 BR/1 bath or 4 BR/2 baths)  

Both dormitory rooms and apartments are air conditioned. Bring your own linens 

(towels, bedding, and pillows) to accommodate an extra-long, twin-size bed or reserve 

an optional $12 linen pack.  

Meals  
Delicious meals (included in your school fees) are served cafeteria style and offer a wide 

variety of selections!

Study Materials 

All children and youth program materials will be provided. Adults must purchase study 

materials in advance at the Mission Resource Center (recommended) or onsite at check-in 

at event. Mission Resource Center: 800-305-9857, missionresourcecenter.org

Professional CEU Options (Clergy and Laity) 

Full participation in 4-Day Program is required. Contact your local district director of lay 

speaking ministries for verification. 

 

Scholarships  
A limited number of scholarships are available for first-time adult and youth attendees. 

Additional scholarship assistance is available to returning Hispanic participants. These 

scholarships will be awarded in the order in which they are received by the registrar.  

To apply for a scholarship, check “Scholarship Request” on the registration form.

Deadline for scholarship requests is April 15, 2016. 

 

Refunds  
Provided minus a $50 fee for any registration cancelled by June 15, 2016. (No refund 

provided after June 15.)

 

Dates to Remember 

April 15:  Scholarship Request and Early Registration Discount Deadline

June 15:  On-line Registration Deadline

June 16-30:  Late registration 
 (add $25 for Four-Day Program and Weekend program; $10 for Day Sampler)

June 30:  Registration Closed



R
eg

is
te

r o
nl

in
e 

at
: 

w
w

w
.w

es
to

hi
ou

m
c.

or
g 

 

C
lic

k 
on

 “R
eg

is
te

r 
fo

r 
Ev

en
ts

”

Q
ue

st
io

ns
? 

C
on

ta
ct

 P
eg

 A
dd

in
gt

on
, R

eg
is

tr
ar

: 
61

4-
87

7-
42

0
0

 (h
om

e)
 

61
4-

27
0

-1
63

9 
(c

el
l) 

m
ad

di
n0

95
2@

sb
cg

lo
ba

l.n
et

 

 32
 W

es
le

y 
B

lv
d

W
or

th
in

gt
on

, O
H

 4
30

85

N
on

pr
ofi

t 
O

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

U
S 

Po
st

ag
e

PA
ID

C
ol

um
bu

s 
O

H
Pe

rm
it

 #
14

89




