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Ohio Governor John Kasich has introduced a budget that would extend Medicaid to cover 
uninsured adults who earn less than $15, 415 a year—people with income up to 138% of the 
federal poverty line. 
 
Extending Medicaid is Good for Our Neighbors and Good for Ohio.  Why? 

 Extending Medicaid will bring $13 billion in Ohioans’ federal taxes back to Ohio over 
the next 7 years. 

 The Federal Government pays 100% of costs for newly eligible Ohioans for the first 
3 years, gradually decreasing to 90% starting in 2020. 

 
Medicaid Expansion Will Improve the Health of Ohioans. 

 It will extend coverage to over 275,000 Ohioans in the first two years. 
 Families with health insurance will stay healthy by receiving regular preventive care 

instead of seeking crisis care in hospital emergency rooms. Healthy people can do 
meaningful work and provide better environments for children. 

 Extending Medicaid will make it possible for community and rural hospitals to 
remain open and provide care when needed. 

 
Expanding Medicaid Rebuilds Community Mental Health Services. 

 Medicaid expansion provides the single largest investment in mental health and 
addiction services, $105 million over two years. 

 New services will provide hope to persons who cycle in and out of jail, when what is 
needed, is mental health services. 

 
Medicaid Expansion Helps Our Economy. 

 A healthier more productive workforce leads to a growing state economy, more 
local jobs and a vibrant future. 

 The expansion will bring in billions in federal funding that will spur growth and 
create jobs in many local industries—from medical services to construction to small 
businesses such as restaurants and convenience stores and other service sectors. 

 
For More Extensive Policy Details, Please Go To 
www.healthtransformation.ohio.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=l0zZsKDC728%3d&tabid=1
60 
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Faith Based Talking Points - to Support the Expansion of Medicaid 
 
As people of faith, we turn to the Bible to inform our thinking and guide our action.  
 
God Asks People of Faith to Do Justice. 

 Micah 6:8 We believe that expanding Medicaid answers God’s call to do justice, which is to 
stand beside the most vulnerable people. (Micah 6:8) 

 
 The story of the Good Samaritan Luke 10:29-37 begins when a lawyer asks Jesus, “Who is my 

neighbor?” Jesus answers by telling the story of traveler who was robbed, beaten, and left 
for dead. People passed him by, averting their gaze, and not taking the risk to help. Finally, a 
man from the area of Samaria walked by, saw the man, and stopped to help. The man from 
Samaria used his resources to clean the man’s wounds, used his transportation to take the 
man to an inn, and used his money to pay for the man’s stay at the inn. The man from 
Samaria is the model of what it means for people of faith to be a good neighbor. It is to share 
our food and water, share our transportation, share our money, to provide the basic needs 
for people in their time of need. In God’s model, to be a neighbor is to show compassion.  

 
Expanding Medicaid shows compassion to the most vulnerable people.  
To expand Medicaid takes seriously the biblical model of being a neighbor.  

 
God Asks People of Faith to Contribute to the Community. 

 In Mark 2:1-12, a paralyzed man wants to be healed. But he can’t get to Jesus. So four friends 
carry the paralyzed man on a mat. But when they arrive at the house, there is such a huge 
crowd, they can’t get near Jesus. So the friends go up on the roof, dig a hole through the roof, 
and lower the paralyzed man on his mat through the roof to the feet of Jesus where he is 
healed. 

 
God calls people of faith to be the friends who carry the mat, dig the hole, give our 
time, talents, and treasures, to make it possible for people to receive basic health 
care. To be this kind of friend is to participate in God’s kingdom on earth, and to treat 
everyone as a beloved child of God.  

 
As People of Faith, We Believe that People Want to Become Healthy and Contribute to 
Society.  

 We believe that expanding Medicaid will make it possible for some of the most vulnerable 
people to re-enter Ohio’s workforce.  

 
 In Luke 8:40-56, the writer tells the story of Jesus who healed a bleeding woman. The 

woman had been suffering from 12 years of bleeding. She had spent all her resources, gone 
to every physician, without a cure. As a bleeding woman, she would have been an outcast in 
society, unable to work, removed from her family and community. The bleeding woman 
reached out and touched the hem of Jesus’ robe, and was healed.  

 
People across Ohio are reaching out to receive basic health care, regain their health 
and reenter the work force.  

 

For More Information 
Contact Dee Stickley-Miner at dstickley@wocumc.org; 800-437-0028 
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