
THE FOOTPRINT OF
A COMMUNITY

session 4:

Read Revelation 21:1-5

It is common for people to think
of the physical world as passing

away at the end of Revelation. But
what Revelation actually says is
that the world will be made new.
Most biblical scholars agree this

passage refers to a renewal of the
physical world. 



Some Christians question whether people should care about the

physical world at all, suggesting God cares only for spiritual

things. But The United Methodist Church asserts that God cares

for creation holistically. A growing field of emphasis within the

church is what is called ecotheology - which combines the words

“ecology” and “theology” - and explores the relationship between

God and all of Creation.

Watch Ecotheology & Sustainability
with Dr. Elaine Nogueira-Godsey

www.westohioumc.org/footprintstudy

How can theologies that denigrate the

physical world cause or allow long-term

harm to the environment? To local

economies? To communities?

The United Methodist Church calls for the renewal of the environment,

the economy and communities by envisioning a new earth for all of

creation: "All creation is the Lord’s, and we are responsible for the ways

in which we use and abuse it. Water, air, soil, minerals, energy

resources, plants, animal life, and space are to be valued and

conserved because they are God’s creation and not solely because

they are useful to human beings. God has granted us stewardship of

creation. We should meet these stewardship duties through acts of

loving care and respect. Economic, political, social, and technological

developments have increased our human numbers, and lengthened and

enriched our lives. However, these developments have led to regional

defoliation, dramatic extinction of species, massive human suffering,

overpopulation, and misuse and overconsumption of natural and

nonrenewable resources, particularly by industrialized societies. This

continued course of action jeopardizes the natural heritage that God

has entrusted to all generations. Therefore, let us recognize the

responsibility of the church and its members to place a high priority on

changes in economic, political, social, and technological lifestyles to

support a more ecologically equitable and sustainable world leading to

a higher quality of life for all of God’s creation."

- Introduction to The Natural World

Social Principle of the UMC



Spend more time in nature

Recycle and reuse!

Vote! Elect candidates with good climate plans.

Talk about climate change.

Travel to state and national parks.

Disinvest from fossil fuels.

When traveling, stay and eat at local establishments.

Extend your efforts to your school, church, or club.

Calculate your household’s carbon footprint.

Do a home energy audit.

Check out the General section from A Non-Expert’s Guide to

Living More Sustainably to get ideas about practical ways to

renew God’s world.

Why is it important for people of faith to join

forces with individuals and organizations to

preserve the environment? Restore the

economy? Invest in local communities?

Change the Climate

www.westohioumc.org/footprintstudy

Watch Changing the Climate of
Appalachian Ohio

In Southeast Ohio, a new generation of local leaders is rising up to

create a higher quality of life for all of God’s creation. In an area

where the environment, the economy, and the community have long

suffered from unsustainable practices, they are seeking to transform

attitudes and change the climate of environmental discussions. 

How can environmental sustainability

lead to “a higher quality of life for all of

God’s creation”?



When it comes to renewing God's world,

what is one change you would be willing

to make in your personal life? In your

church? In your community? Are there

any other ideas you would add?

Learn More

Watch The Footprint of the Foothills documentary to see

how efforts to preserve the environment, restore economies,

and invest in communities are reshaping the future of

Southeast Ohio. You can schedule a virtual or in-person

screening with the producers (email

gracepicturesumc@gmail.com).

Read the full version of A Non-Expert's Guide to Living More

Sustainably

Visit ruralaction.org, westohioumc.org/footprint, and

facebook.com/GracePicturesLLC

Learn more about sustainability in your community!




