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Unit 3: Touching Grace  
KEY CONCEPTS 

• Grace is an English translation of the Greek word “Charis” 
which means “gift”. In the early church, Charis was the term 
used to describe any good gift from God. 

• The Connection Blueprint in each church comes alive as 
relationships of mutuality become the bridge for persons from the 
community to participate in asset-based ministries where they touch 
grace. 

• Expanding cultural competencies and addressing implicit bias are 
essential components of developing healthy relationships where 
people authentically touch grace. 

• Direct services programs and ministries that introduce people to God’s 
grace can be one and the same. 

 

OBJECTIVES 
• Participants will learn the Greek term Charis and understand its root 

meaning is gift. 
• Participants will explore the Biblical concept that any good gift from 

God is grace. 
• Participants will learn about asset-based ministries that enable people 

to touch grace. 
• Participants will learn to use the Wesleyan concepts of prevenient, 

justifying and sanctifying grace to refine ministries to better allow 
people to touch grace. 

• Participants will assess the effectiveness of their ministries in helping 
people touch grace. 

• Participants will begin to develop plans/blueprints for new ministries 
to ensure people in their community are touching grace. 

 
SCRIPTURES 

• John 1:14-18 
• Luke 6:17-19 

MORNING SESSION 
• Opening worship 
• Review of homework from the second session 
• Presentation on the Biblical concept of “Touching Grace” 
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• Stories and illustrations of ministries where people touch grace 
• Interactive learning experience in which people share their own 
experiences of touching grace 
• Church teams will review their local ministries and assess their 
effectiveness in touching grace 

 
AFTERNOON SESSION 

• Missional Discipleship 
• Connecting It All Together 

• Work in Congregational Teams 
• Presenting Plans for Feedback 

• What’s Next 
 

HOMEWORK 

• Use the Connection Blueprint resource tools to envision and develop 
asset-based ministries that enable people in the community to touch 
grace. 
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Distinctive Wesleyan Emphases 

 
     Although Wesley shared with many other Christians a belief in grace, justification, 
assurance, and sanctification, he combined them in a powerful manner to create 
distinctive emphases for living the full Christian life. The Evangelical United Brethren 
tradition, particularly as expressed by Phillip William Otterbein from a Reformed 
background, gave similar distinctive emphases.  
     Grace pervades our understanding of Christian faith and life. By grace we mean the 
undeserved, unmerited, and loving action of God in human existence through the ever-
present Holy Spirit. While the grace of God is undivided, it precedes salvation as 
“prevenient grace,” continues in “justifying grace,” and is brought to fruition in 
“sanctifying grace.”  
     We assert that God’s grace is manifest in all creation even though suffering, 
violence, and evil are everywhere present. The goodness of creation is fulfilled in 
human beings, who are called to covenant partnership with God. God has endowed us 
with dignity and freedom and has summoned us to responsibility for our lives and the 
life of the world.  
     In God’s self-revelation, Jesus Christ, we see the splendor of our true humanity. 
Even our sin, with its destructive consequences for all creation, does not alter God’s 
intention for us—holiness and happiness of heart. Nor does it diminish our 
accountability for the way we live.  
Despite our brokenness, we remain creatures brought into being by a just and merciful 
God. The restoration of God’s image in our lives requires divine grace to renew our 
fallen nature.  
      Prevenient Grace—We acknowledge God’s prevenient grace, the divine love that 
surrounds all humanity and precedes any and all of our conscious impulses. This 
grace prompts our first wish to please God, our first glimmer of understanding 
concerning God’s will, and our “first slight transient conviction” of having sinned 
against God.  
      God’s grace also awakens in us an earnest longing for deliverance from sin and 
death and moves us toward repentance and faith.  
      Justification and Assurance—We believe God reaches out to the repentant 
believer in justifying grace with accepting and pardoning love. Wesleyan theology 
stresses that a decisive change in the human heart can and does occur under the 
prompting of grace and the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  
      In justification we are, through faith, forgiven our sin and restored to God’s favor. 
This righting of relationships by God through Christ calls forth our faith and trust as we  
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experience regeneration, by which we are made new creatures in Christ.  
     This process of justification and new birth is often referred to as conversion. Such a 
change may be sudden and dramatic, or gradual and cumulative. It marks a new  
beginning, yet it is part of an ongoing process. Christian experience as personal 
transformation always expresses itself as faith working by love.  
     Our Wesleyan theology also embraces the scriptural promise that we can expect to 
receive assurance of our present salvation as the Spirit “bears witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God.” 
     Sanctification and Perfection—We hold that the wonder of God’s acceptance and 
pardon does not end God’s saving work, which continues to nurture our growth in 
grace. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we are enabled to increase in the 
knowledge and love of God and in love for our neighbor.     
     New birth is the first step in this process of sanctification. Sanctifying grace draws 
us toward the gift of Christian perfection, which Wesley described as a heart of 
“habitually filled with the love of God and neighbor” and as “having the mind of Christ 
and walking as he walked.”  
      The gracious gift of God’s power and love, the hope and expectation of the faithful 
is neither warranted by our efforts nor limited by our frailties.  
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TOUCHING GRACE WORKSHEET 
List ministries where individuals who are not members of your church have 
opportunities to “touch grace”. 
1. ___________________________________________________________________ 
2. ___________________________________________________________________ 
3. ___________________________________________________________________ 
4. ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
For each ministry, what is the “free gift” that is offered with the love of Christ in this 
ministry? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
How do program participants and leaders experience the free gifts of this ministry as 
prevenient grace, justifying grace and/or sanctifying grace? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
List ideas you have for raising awareness and helping people to experience this 
ministry as a means of touching grace. 
1. __________________________________________________________________ 
2. __________________________________________________________________ 
3. __________________________________________________________________ 
4. __________________________________________________________________ 
 
List ideas for using this touching grace ministry as a pathway that draws people to 
Sunday morning worship and other faith forming activities in your church. 
1. __________________________________________________________________ 
2. __________________________________________________________________ 
3. __________________________________________________________________ 
4. __________________________________________________________________ 
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