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this year’s
studies

Location: 
Ohio Northern University 
525 South Main Street 
Ada, Ohio 45810

Mission u reflects the theology of The United Methodist Church and 
the practice of joining personal holiness with social holiness. Through 
worship, in-depth study, music, prayer, sharing and exploring, we invite 
you to grow with us in understanding the mission of the church.

a diverse community of people learning 
to put their faith into practical action  
in the current world context.

Spiritual Growth:  
Embracing Wholeness:  
An Earth Perspective for Covenantal Living

Global and Geographic Understanding:  
Missionary Conferences in  
The United Methodist Church

Social Justice Understanding:  
What About Our Money? A Faith Response

Youth Study:  
Is It Just Money? Our Dollars, God’s Economy 

Children’s Study:  
Money Matters 



From the dean...

Welcome to Mission u 
Another circle is almost complete and I can hardly believe 
I am a part of this one.  Mission u 2018 will be here and 
gone before we know it, and another Circle of Life will  
be completed.

Words cannot express how honored I have been to  
have served as Dean of Mission u. Some of you have  
been on this journey with me since it began as a district 
officer shortly after I graduated from college. For all  
of the mentoring, support and encouragement, I am  
truly grateful.

I hope that you will join us at Mission u 2018 and I hope that you will embrace all that 
we have to offer. Whether you are male, female, young, old, a youth or a child, we 
have something for you at Mission u. Mission u is an experience like no other and an 
opportunity in which I hope and know that if you embrace it, you will grow in hope, 
faith and love and then leave putting that faith, hope and love into action.

Come and circle up with me at Mission u 2018. I look forward to seeing you there!

Where is Mission u?
Ohio Northern University, Ada, OH

When is Mission u?
4-Day Program: Thursday, July 5—Sunday, July 8

Day Sampler: Saturday, July 7

The Youth Program is offered during all schedules

The Children’s Program is offered during all schedules

The Adult Hispanic Program is offered during the Saturday schedule

How do I register to attend Mission u?
Online at www.westohioumc.org

Or use the registration form in this booklet and mail it in to:  

Kris Shoaf, West Ohio Conference, 32 Wesley Blvd., Worthington, OH 43085

 

Rev. Jeaninne Lewis Walker,  
Dean of Mission u



Course Descriptions:
 
Spiritual Growth:  
Embracing Wholeness: An Earth Perspective for Covenantal Living 

> Required for Adult Track, School of Ministry Track

The 2018 spiritual growth study explores the ways God has called us to 

live in covenantal relationships with all of creation, and challenges readers 

to work toward stronger and healthier relationships with creation, their 

communities, themselves, and God. Chapter 1 begins the text with the 

theological and biblical foundation for our covenantal relationship with 

creation and moves forward into our community, our relationships, and 

our very selves. Each chapter explores both our personal and corporate 

responsibilities to those around us and addresses current issues, such as 

climate change, social responsibility, and justice concerns.

Sections examine our relationship with creation, the sacred community, our relationship with  

others, and what the Bible and other theological voices say we ought to do in order to live faithfully. 

This includes topics such as the importance of worship, acts of justice and mercy, the work of being  

in solidarity with others, and the social responsibility of seeking happiness.

Our materials discuss our relationships with ourselves and how we are indeed sacred. The final 

chapters explore the more practical side of covenantal living and work toward helping the reader  

to develop a covenantal living plan, or rule of life.

For Global and Geographic 
Understanding:   
Missionary Conferences in  
The United Methodist Church  

>  Elective for Adult Track, School of Ministry Track

The 2017 Geographic Study tells the story of the three missionary conferences of The United Methodist 

Church: Alaska United Methodist Conference, Red Bird Missionary Conference, and the Oklahoma Indian 

Missionary Conference. You will learn about their history and how the conferences were founded adding to 

The United Methodist connection in the United States. See the ways the church comes together supporting 

creative and authentic ministry. 

2018 mission studies



Social Justice Understanding:  
What About Our Money? A Faith Response 

> Elective for Adult Track, School of Ministry Track

This study explores how we relate to money within the context of our faith. 

Through this connection between our faith and our money, readers discover 

how to live closer to God and God’s people, even in our North American culture 

that is so deeply defined by money. She explores the biblical foundation of 

abundance (sufficiency), which stands in opposition to the scarcity narrative 

our culture tells us from the time we are very young.

The focus of this study is both personal and communal. Readers will explore 

their own relationship with money, the money choices available to us, and how we individually and 

collectively respond in light of our faith. The text takes into account that we are all in different places,  

in different financial circumstances, health, family structure, race, age, and stage of life, and each of us 

has our own values and capacities.

Is It Just Money? Our Dollars, God’s Economy 

> Youth Grades 7-12 Study:  

This study is for engaging youth in an exploration of money as it relates 

to faith and justice. Participants will deepen their understanding of the 

complex questions that surround making, having, giving, and using money.

Throughout the sessions, eye-opening role-playing activities, games, and 

questionnaires, (along with real-life examples of individuals who’ve shared 

what they have generously with those in need) reinforce the concept that 

God wants us all to be healthy, happy, well fed, sheltered, and safe, and in 

service to the people and creatures with whom we share the earth.

Money Matters: A Study For Children

> Children K-Grade 6 Study:  

Money Matters teaches children about the concept of money, the 

importance of generosity, and how God intends for us to use money as 

an expression of love. During the four sessions, children will learn through 

biblical examples how to be responsible with money and how it’s part of 

God’s plan. The sessions contain suggestions for children’s literature that 

correspond with the central topics. These are reinforced through games, 

arts-and-crafts projects, and other learning experiences. Scripture is used  

in the materials to further enhance young learning experiences.



schedule Option 1

4-Day Program: 
Thursday, July 5, 2 pm – Sunday, July 8, 4 pm. 
The 4-Day program is the complete opportunity for in-depth study, fellowship, worship, and learning. 

You will have resources and training for you to teach the study later in your local church. Special 

activities are available for school age children and youth; and child care is offered for pre-K children.

 4 Tracks Offered

n 1. Adult Track: 
This track will focus on two mission topics. All participants will take the Spiritual Growth Study, 

Embracing Wholeness: An Earth Perspective for Covenantal Living, plus either the global and 

geographic study, Missionary Conferences in The United Methodist Church, or the social justice 

study, What About Our Money? A Faith Response. 

n 2. School of Ministry Track:
This track is for persons seeking advancement in lay servant ministry or clergy continuing education. 

In addition to the adult track elements, it will include additional study and class hours with written 

reflections provided to participants for advance preparation. Professional CEU options are offered.

n 3. *Youth (Grades 7-12) Track:
Youth will be provided multiple opportunities for educational experiences and fellowship. The study 

used will be Is It Just Money? Our Dollars, God’s Economy. Youth participants may register for the 

4-day program without an adult. They will be housed together in a separate area of the dormitory 

with adult counselors. Alternatively, youth may register as part of the Family Plan* and sleep in the 

room with their parent. (See details below.)

n 4. *Children (Grades K-6) Track:
Children will experience an opportunity to learn about mission in a creative environment, entertained 

with crafts, songs, games, and their own version of the social justice study, Money Matters. Children 

K-6 must be registered with a paying adult and are required to be housed with their parent.  

*Please review the Family Plan below for details.

 Costs

Adults, Youth/Children* 

Registration with housing: $275—$175 without housing 

-Deduct $25 for Early Bird Discount if registered and paid by April 15 

+Add $25 for Late Registration Fee after June 15 

*Family Plan— 
The Family Plan is a discount program offered for children and youth who attend with their parent(s). 

Children/Youth will bring their sleeping bags or bedding, and sleep on the floor of their parent’s room.  

This will be at a cost $75 per Child or Youth.



schedule Option 2

Day Sampler: 
Saturday, July 7, 8:30am-5:30pm* 
A one-day experience that provides an overview of the mission topics, with materials 

and resources provided for use in your church. Special activities are available for school 

age children and youth; and child care is offered for pre-K children. Day participants have 

the option to stay for dinner and evening activities for an additional fee. 

 4 Tracks Offered

n 1. Adult Track: 
All participants will take the Spiritual Growth Study, Embracing Wholeness: An Earth Perspective  

for Covenantal Living, plus either the global and geographic study, Missionary Conferences in The 

United Methodist Church, or the social justice study, What About Our Money? A Faith Response.

n 2. Adult Spanish Language Track: 
The same elements as the adult track, with Spanish-speaking study leaders. Translation equipment is 

available for use during worship services.

n 3. Youth (Grades 7-12) Track:
Youth on this track will be provided multiple opportunities for educational experience and fellowship. 

The study used will be Is It Just Money? Our Dollars, God’s Economy. Youth attending the day 

program must be registered with and accompanied by an adult.

n 4. Children (Grades K-6) Track:
Children will experience an opportunity to learn about mission in a creative, entertaining 

environment with crafts, songs, games, and their own version of the social justice study,  

Money Matters. Children must be registered with and accompanied by an adult.

 Costs

Adults 
Registration: $50 (includes lunch) 

 

Youth and Children:  
$20 each (includes lunch) 

+Add $10 for Late Registration after June 15

Day Sampler ends at 5:30 p.m., and includes lunch only.  
Participants have the option to stay for dinner and evening activities for an additional fee.



 

registration
Please register at: www.westohioumc.org
Click “Register for Events” and look for the start date of your desired schedule option. 
If you prefer to register through the mail, please complete the form below.

Name:               

Address:  

City:                                                         State:                                  Zip:              

Email:       

Phone:                                    District:                                                                                      

Please Note:  Email will be used by the Registrar to send confirmations.  Therefore, it must be a viable means of 
contact with the ability to print.  Those who do not have an operable email address will be sent their confirmation 
through USPS (mail).

Please check all that apply: 

 Female                                                      Male 

 CEU                                                        Scholarship Request 

 UMW District/Conference Officer       Special Needs (Please specify)

                       

All participants will attend the Spiritual Growth study, Embracing Wholeness— 

An Earth Perspective for Covenantal Living. Please choose one of the following  

for your second topic.

 The United Methodist Church Conferences (Global and Geographic Understanding)  

 What About Our Money: A Faith Response (Social Justice Understanding) 

                         

Family Plan Option (if youth/children are joining you, please list them)

Name:                                                                      Age/Grade:                                  

Name:                                                                      Age/Grade:                                  

Name:                                                                      Age/Grade:                                  

Name:                                                                      Age/Grade:                                 

(registration continues on next page)

adds unique “Knowledge You Need” to have;



 

If registering by mail, please use one form per person (or family).

 Mail to: West Ohio Conference 
 Attn: Kris Shoaf • 32 Wesley Blvd. • Worthington, OH 43085

Checks payable to: West Ohio Conference

adds unique “Knowledge You Need” to have;

g OPTION 1:  4-Day Program (July 5–8) 

Preferred Track:   n Adult Track      School of Ministry Track     Youth Track     

 g $175 no housing included ($150 if postmarked by April 15 with payment)

 g $275 housing for all 3 nights ($250 if postmarked by April 15 with payment)

  n Apartment     n Dorm

  n Roomate Request—I would like to room with:             

 g Addtional Fees: 

 g Family Plan Discount—$75 per Child/Youth 

      (Children and youth who bring a sleeping bag and sleep on the floor of their parent’s room)  

    Late Registration Fee after June 15 ($25)   

  Option 1 Total Cost                         

 

g OPTION 2:  Day Sampler (July 7)  

 g Adult: ($50 each  x        = $               total)      

 g Youth/Child: ($20 each  x        = $             total) 

 g Addtional Fees: 

  

  n  Late Registration Fee after June 15 ($10)     

  Option 2 Total Cost                        

 

register, choose options, and learn “Your Way”! 



 

additional info
THE INFORMATION in this section will assist you with Housing, Meals, Family Plan 
Discounts, Study Materials, Professional CEU Options, Scholarships, Cancellations, 
and if you have any questions. Key Dates are also shown to assist you in avoiding any 
registration problems. 
 
HOUSING is provided in student dorms and apartments in 2BR/1 bath or 4BR/2 bath 
units, both are air conditioned. Have a roommate preference? Indicate that on your 
registration. Bring your linens (towels, bedding, and pillows) to fit extra-long, twin-size 
beds. Reduced fees are available for those who commute from home or make their own 
housing arrangements. Youth may register for the 4-day program without a parent,  
and will be housed in a separate area of the dorm with adult counselors.

MEALS are included in the fees for all programs. Meals are served cafeteria style at 
scheduled times in the University Dining Room, with a variety of selections. Evening  
and between-meal snacks are not provided. Coffee/Tea/Water are available in the 
lounge. The day sampler program includes lunch only; there is an option to stay for 
dinner and activities for an additional fee.

FAMILY PLAN DISCOUNTS are available for children and youth attending the  
4-day program with their parent(s).

STUDY MATERIALS for children and youth will be provided. Adult study books are 
offered for sale in advance through the UMW Mission Resource Center (advised),  
or onsite in the mission resources room. UMW Mission Resource Center:  
www.umwmissionresources.org

PROFESSIONAL CEU OPTIONS (CLERGY AND LAY SERVANTS) requires full 
participation in the 4-day program plus additional study and class time. Contact  
your local district director of lay speaking ministries for verification.

SCHOLARSHIPS are available for first-time adult and youth attendees. Limited financial 
need scholarships are also available, and will be considered in the order they are received 
by the registrar. To apply for a scholarship, check “Scholarship Request” when completing 
the registration form, and you will be contacted by the scholarship coordinator. Deadline 
for scholarship requests is April 15, 2017.

CANCELLATIONS AND REFUNDS* for registrations cancelled by June 15, 2018, refunds 
will be issued for fees paid, less $50. No refund is provided after June 15.  
*No refund is provided after June 15.

“Knowledge is     Love, and Light and Vision.” —Helen Keller



 

Register online at: 
www.westohioumc.org  
Click on “Register for Events”

Questions? 
Elaine Powers, Registrar 
2770 Country Woods Lane 
Cincinnati, OH 45248 
Phone 513-922-6088 

ebpowe00@gmail.com

 

Dates to Remember 

April 15:  Scholarship Request and Early Registration Discount Deadline

June 15:  On-line Registration Deadline (No refunds after this date)

June 16-30:  Late registration (Additional fee applies)

June 30:  Registration Closed

“Knowledge is     Love, and Light and Vision.” —Helen Keller
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