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2016 BOD, Disciplinary Questions 

The following questions are guidelines for the preparation of the examination: 
a) Theology  

1. Give examples of how the practice of ministry has affected your experience and 
understanding of: 

a) God? 
b) Humanity? 
c) The need for Divine Grace? 
d) The Lordship of Jesus Christ? 
e) The work of the Holy Spirit? 
f) The meaning and significance of the Sacraments? 
g) The kingdom of God? 
h) Resurrection and eternal life 

 2. How do you understand the following traditional evangelical doctrines: 
a) Repentance 
b) Justification 
c) Regeneration 
d) Sanctification?  
e) What are the marks of the Christian life? 

3. How has the practice of ministry informed your understanding of the nature and 
mission of the Church? What are its primary challenges today? 
4. The United Methodist Church holds that Scripture, tradition, experience, and 
reason are sources and norms for belief and practice, but that the Bible is primary 
among them. What is your understanding of this theological position of the Church, 
and how has your practice of ministry been affected by this understanding?  

b) Vocation 
1. How has the experience of ministry shaped your understanding of your vocation 
as an ordained elder? 

 
c) The Practice of Ministry 

1. How has the practice of ministry affected your understanding of the expectations 
and obligations of the itinerant system? Do you offer yourself without reserve to be 
appointed and to serve as the appointive authority may determine? 
2. Describe and evaluate your personal gifts for ministry and how they have 
resulted in fruitful ministry. What would be your areas of strength and areas in 
which you need to be strengthened in order to be more fruitful in ministry? 
3. For the sake of the mission of Jesus Christ in the world and the most effective 
witness to the Christian gospel, and in consideration of your influence as an 
ordained minister, are you willing to make a complete dedication of yourself to the 
highest ideals of the Christian life; and to this end will you agree to exercise  
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responsible self-control by personal habits conducive to physical health, intentional 
intellectual development, fidelity in marriage and celibacy in singleness, integrity in  
all personal relationships, social responsibility, and growth in grace and the 
knowledge of the love of God? 
4. Provide evidence of your willingness to relate yourself in ministry to all persons 
without regard to race, color, ethnicity, national origin, social status, gender, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, age, economic condition, or disability? 
5. Will you regard all pastoral conversations of a confessional nature as a trust 
between the person concerned and God? 
6. Provide evidence of experience in peace and justice ministries. 

 


