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Recommended Reading

Life with God by 
Richard J. Foster 

Richard Foster, bestselling author of Celebration of Discipline, Streams of 

Living Water, and Prayer, shows the intimate connection between Scripture and 

spirituality, revealing the secrets to living the “with-God life.”
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Recommended Reading

Transforming 
Discipleship: Making 
Disciples a Few at a 
Time by Greg Ogden

Many church leaders, yearning for church growth, look to the latest evangelistic 

strategies or seeker-targeted worship services. But lack of growth might not be 

due to lack of concern for new people it may be because we are not effectively 

discipling the people we already have. Greg Ogden address the need for 

discipleship in the local church and recovers Jesus' method of accomplishing life 

change by investing in just a few people at a time. Ogden sets forth his vision 

for transforming both the individual disciple and discipleship itself, showing how 

discipleship can become a self-replicating process with ongoing impact from 

generation to generation. This revised and updated edition includes a new chapter 

on discipleship and preaching.

The Class Meeting: 

Reclaiming a Forgotten 

(and Essential) Small 

Group Experience by 

Kevin Watson

Dr. Kevin Watson has written a fresh new guide to the theory and practice of the 

Wesley class meeting, an essential element of truly Wesleyan spirituality. This 

book is for clergy and congregations who are looking for ways to develop deeper 

discipleship. The class meeting is made workable without losing its essential 

dynamic as a gospel-based accountable community. Watson has resurrected the 

class meeting and given it new meaning, showing its relevance for the church 

today and how it may be a perfect means for church renewal.
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Recommended Reading

Renovation of  
the Church by 
Kent Carlson & 
Mike Lueken

2012 Christianity Today Book Award winner! 2011 Leadership Journal Top Book 

of the Year! Copastors Kent Carlson and Mike Lueken tell the story of how God 

took their thriving, consumer-oriented church and transformed it into a modest 

congregation of unformed believers committed to the growth of the spirit--even 

when it meant a decline in numbers. As Kent and Mike found out, a decade 

of major change is not easy on a church. Oak Hills Church, from the pastoral 

staff to the congregation, had to confront addiction to personal ambition, resist 

consumerism and reorient their lives around the teachings of Jesus. Their renewed 

focus on spiritual formation over numerical growth triggered major changes in 

the content of their sermons, the tenor of their worship services, and the reason 

for their outreach. They lost members. But the health and spiritual depth of their 

church today is a testimony of God's transforming work and enduring faithfulness 

to the people he loves. Honest and humble, this is Kent and Mike's story of a 

church they love, written to inspire and challenge other churches to let God 

The Master Plan 
of Evangelism by 
Robert E. Coleman

For more than forty years this classic study has shown Christians how to minister 

to the people God brings into their lives. Instead of drawing on the latest popular 

fad or the newest selling technique, Dr. Robert E. Coleman looks to the Bible to 

find the answer to the question: What was Christ's strategy for evangelism? This 

convenient, portable format has an updated look for a new generation of readers.
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Recommended Reading

The Ways of the 
Alongsider: Growing 
Disciples Life2Life" by 
Bill Mowry    

Disciple-making can be intimidating. You might think that someone who makes 

disciples has to be a teacher, a missionary, or someone who is seminary trained. 

Would it surprise you to know that disciple-making is just a lifestyle in which you 

offer people love, comfort, and encouragement where they live, work, and play?

Despite our weaknesses and fears, Jesus invites us to participate in the Great 

Commission by helping people live for Christ in the here and now. All you have to 

do is live intentionally, love God, and journey alongside others―life to life.

This ten-week Bible study with discussion questions spells out the “how” of 

making disciples through an alongsider approach to life. Discover and apply the 

practices of an alongsider, such as reading the Bible with others, asking questions, 

telling stories, encouraging application, and living on mission.



   1

Recommended Reading

Safe Sanctuaries®: 
Reducing the Risk of 
Abuse in the Church for 
Children and Youth by 
Joy Thomburg Melton

The Only Resource of Its Kind. 2-bestsellers-in-1! 10th anniversary edition of 

Safe Sanctuaries for children and youth Featuring updated and timely information 

about protecting young people from online predators.

Safe Sanctuaries® 
- Older Adults: The 
Church Responds to 
Abuse, Neglect, and 
Exploitation of Older 
Adults by Joy T 
homburg Melton

Have you ever thought of older adults in your church as being vulnerable to 

exploitation, abuse, or neglect? The statistics are sobering. According to the AARP 

Bulletin, each year 1 in 7 older Americans is victimized physically, emotionally, or 

financially. But many cases of elder abuse go unreported. Elder abuse can happen 

to any older person-- someone in your church, your neighbor, your loved one, even 

yourself -- and anywhere. No church is immune from this reality. Don't let your 

church be part of the problem. In this Safe Sanctuaries resource, Joy Thornburg 

Melton, an attorney and a former minister, offers valuable, practical advice to 

help churches reduce the possibilities for abuse and exploitation of elders. Melton 

provides a wealth of knowledge and expertise in this excellent resource. 
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Recommended Reading

Safe Sanctuaries® in 
a Virtual World by Joy 
Thomburg Melton

Safe Sanctuaries in a Virtual World, the latest addition to the Safe Sanctuaries® 

series, addresses the challenges of ministry that have arisen in the face of rapidly 

changing technology, sometimes referred to as the digital age. Technology now 

pervades our lives on almost every level; it is nearly inescapable and, as Melton 

and Foster point out, easily accessible and increasingly user-friendly and intuitive, 

streamlining the way we work and interact with one another and the world around 

us. Safe Sanctuaries in a Virtual World is both timely and practical, covering 

topics including copyright in the digital age, the application of law to the life of 

the church, the basics of ministry in a virtual world, pornography and obscenity. 

Safe Sanctuaries for 
Ministers: Reducing 
the Risk of Abuse in 
the Church by Joy 
Thomburg Melton

Melton understands the need to educate clergy concerning basics of ethical 

practice within their particular leadership role in the church. She also helps clergy 

become aware of the potential traps they face: isolation, improper self-care, and 

lack of accountability. Safe Sanctuaries for Ministers explores three large areas of 

special concern to clergy:

• Counseling and the potential improprieties within the 

counseling relationship

• Finances and the potential improprieties related to  

church finance

• Sexuality and potential for sexual misconduct.

Melton writes not only for clergy, but also those who work with pastors, such as 

Staff-Parish Relations Committees or Church Relations Committees.
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Recommended Reading

Safe Sanctuaries 
for Children and 
Youth DVD by Joy 
Thomburg Melton

Following up on her two bestselling Safe Sanctuaries manuals (children and 

Youth), Joy Thornburg Milton now offers a DVD/video to use in training and in 

raising awareness in your congregation. The three key segments address the why 

and how of developing and implementing a policy to reduce the risk of abuse in 

your church, and provide a Report and Response Plan to implement in the event 

of an incident. The DVD also includes an interview with Joy, stores from her 

experience working with churches and forms.
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Recommended Reading

Flood Gates: Holy 
Momentum for a 
Fearless Church by 
Sue Nilson Kibbey

Sue Nilson Kibbey follows up the Abingdon Press leadership classic,  

Ultimately Responsible, with her latest experience-based research about how  

your congregation can make the shift from plateau or even decline – to opening 

the flood gates of spiritual upsurge. This resource is a practical “how-to” guide  

for pastors and church leaders who dream about releasing holy momentum in their 

current setting.

Whatever your church’s history, setting or mission field, you can set the stage 

to unleash the floodgates of a Breakthrough Prayer Initiative, learn the skills of 

making an urgent case for change, shift your church’s culture to “ubiquitous 

discipleship,” identify and deploy new leaders and other key crucial catalysts.  

All of these have the potential to transform your congregation into a fearless, 

Spirit-driven church that will make new spiritual history for Christ in your own 

mission field and beyond.



Recommended Reading

Listening for the 
Soul by Jean Stairs

This book explores the relationship between the practices of pastoral care and the 

practices of spiritual direction with the aim of enabling pastoral caregivers to draw 

upon the guiding principles, resources, and techniques of spiritual direction within 

the Christian tradition. With an emphasis on both “practice” and “presence,” 

the book reclaims the tradition of “soul care” for the pastoral ministry, thereby 

complementing the medical, or crisis intervention, model of pastoral care with a 

wellness/growth model of pastoral care.

Listening for the Soul: 1. Challenges clergy to take seriously the relationship 

between pastoral care and spiritual direction. 2. Integrates theological and 

psychological insights with issues of spiritual life and formation. 3.—Includes 

a chapter on the spiritual formation of children. 4. Provides practical guidance 

for integrating spiritual direction with pastoral care. 5. Tends to the pastoral 

caregivers own needs for spiritual deepening. 6.Includes reflection questions 

and case studies to enable the text to function on both the individual reader and 

classroom levels.

A Culture of Peace: 
God’s Vision for the 
Church by Alan 
Kreider, Eleanor 
Kreider and Paulus 
Widjaja

Why is peace such a divisive issue, even among Christians? Why is it so hard to 

practice right here right now? Why is peace often considered an extra, rather than 

an essential, to faithful Christian living? The three authors decided to write this 

book when the Indonesian member of the team remarked to the other two: "If the 

Christian church is to make any impact on Indonesia, it must address itself to the 

biggest peace issue — reconciliation with Muslims." But before the writers could 

honestly consider that explosive possibility, they first had to ask why Christians 

find it so difficult to live peaceably with other Christians. They've discovered that 

conflict is often a prerequisite of peace. They grant that peace is a continuum -- 

easier to live in some areas of life than in others. They've learned that peace has 

two parents -- hard work and grace. Living in peace is muscular activity.   

The authors suggest how to develop "peacemaking reflexes"; how churches "can 

learn to handle conflict well"; and how to cultivate vulnerability and humility, two 

essential "attitudes of peacemakers." True stories from communities around the 

world support this hopeful but strenuous call to faithful living.
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Recommended Reading

Holy Listening: 
The Art of Spiritual 
Direction by 
Margaret Guenther

Guenther uses the images of the spiritual director as host, teacher, and midwife 

to describe the ministry of spiritual direction today. She pays particular attention 

to spiritual direction for women, and addresses such down-to-earth questions as 

setting, time, and privacy. The stories of real people bring the practice of spiritual 

direction alive.

“In the pages that follow, I will attempt to describe the shape that spiritual 

direction might take for people of our time, aware that the subject is an elusive 

one. I am speaking to the beginner, those persons lay or ordained, with or without 

formal theological training, who find themselves drawn to this ministry. Perhaps 

they feel the stirring of their own unacknowledged gifts. Or perhaps they wonder 

about receiving direction, whether it is a ministry available to ‘ordinary people' or 

reserved for the especially holy. I hope some dark corners will be illuminated and 

some questions answered.”



Recommended Reading

Faith in Formation 
by Sondra Higgins 
Matthaei 

The ministry of congregations is to make disciples of Jesus Christ. Behind that 

simple and seemingly self-evident statement lies a problematic reality, however. 

While congregations know that disciple making is at the heart of their identity, 

they often have trouble understanding how to go about it. Apart from such 

traditional Christian education ministries as Sunday school, too little formal 

thinking or planning goes into the task of forming Christians in the faith. 

In this book Sondra Matthaei casts a vision in which congregations open up 

their life of faith to others as an invitation to connect the universal longing for 

authentic relationships and deeper meaning with the church’s practice of faithful 

discipleship. As folks enter the church’s communion of grace, Matthaei challenges 

church leaders to utilize the gifts of every member and lays out a plan to help 

congregations grow in faith and communion with God and creation, including the 

context and goal of such ministry, deciding what to teach and who shall teach, 

and attendant relationships, structures, and practices.

Equipping the Saints: 
Mobilizing Laity for 
Ministry by Michael  
J. Christensen

Experts on congregational life tell us that ministry in the next century will depend 

more on called, trained, and committed lay leadership than it has since the days 

of the early church. But how will congregations recruit these lay leaders? How will 

they develop new models for training and equipping them for all the ministries of 

the church? What will the role of clergy be in adopting this new partnership that 

Leonard Sweet calls “ancient-future ministry”? Equipping the Saints seeks to help 

congregational leaders answer these and other questions related to mobilizing lay 

ministry in the years ahead.

Key Features: • Responds to emerging trends that promise to be determinative 

of the shape of ministry in the next century • Addresses an important practical 

need in congregations • Offers help in formulating new models for congregational 

ministry

Key Benefits: • Readers will understand the important emerging need for called, 

trained, and committed laypersons to engage in ministry • Readers will learn how 

to recruit and train lay leaders • Readers will identify a new model of clergy/lay 

ministry partnership.
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Recommended Reading

Crafting a Rule of 
Life by Stephen 
Macchia

Your personal rule of life is a holistic description of the Spirit-empowered rhythms 

and relationships that create, redeem, sustain and transform the life God invites 

you to humbly fulfill for Christ's glory. All of us have an unwritten personal rule 

of life. We wake at certain times, get ready for our days in particular ways, use 

our free time for assorted purposes and practice rhythms of work, hobbies, and 

worship. There is already a rule in place that you are following. Isn’t it time to 

give up your unwritten rule and prayerfully write one that more closely matches 

the heartbeat of God? In this practical workbook Stephen A. Macchia looks to 

St. Benedict as a guide for discovering your own rule of life in community. It is a 

process that takes time and concerted effort; you must listen to God and discern 

what he wants you to be and do for his glory. But through the basic disciplines of 

Scripture, prayer and reflection in a small group context you will be lead forward 

in a journey toward Christlikeness. The invitation is transformational, so brace 

yourself for sweet release. By letting go and trusting God, you will receive the gift 

of life in its fullest and richest form.

The Spirit of the 
Disciplines by Dallas 
Willard 

Dallas Willard, one of today's most brilliant Christian thinkers and author of  

The Divine Conspiracy (Christianity Today's 1999 Book of the Year), presents 

a way of living that enables ordinary men and women to enjoy the fruit of the 

Christian life. He reveals how the key to self-transformation resides in the practice 

of the spiritual disciplines, and how their practice affirms human life to the 

fullest. The Spirit of the Disciplines is for everyone who strives to be a disciple  

of Jesus in thought and action as well as intention.



Recommended Reading

Three Simple 
Rules: A Wesleyan 
Way of Living by 
Rueben P. Job 

In Three Simple Rules, Rueben Job offers an interpretation of John Wesley's 

General Rules for today's readers. This simple but challenging look at three 

commands, "do no harm, do good, stay in love with God," calls us to mutual 

respect, unity, and a deeper relationship with God. This insightful work is designed 

for individual reading or group study. 
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Recommended Reading

Thriving in the Second 
Chair: Ten Practices for 
Robust Ministry (When 
You're Not in Charge) 
by Mike Bonem

Mike Bonem, author of Leading from the Second Chair, takes that important work 

to the next level, with Thriving in the Second Chair. Here, Bonem points readers 

beyond their external circumstances to the ways they can act and think differently. 

He highlights ten key factors that will help second chair leaders do more than just 

survive. These deep “springs” will enable them to thrive, so that their lives and 

ministries are fulfilling, vital, and sustainable.

The first three springs relate to the single most important professional relationship 

for any second chair leader – their relationship with the first chair. The next four 

look at some of the most common and essential aspects of the second chair’s job. 

The final three springs are arguably the deepest and most important. They enable 

second chairs to thrive even if they’re struggling with the first seven. These three 

springs offer help for staying spiritually anchored, overcoming loneliness, and 

becoming re-energized.

How to Lead When 
You're Not in Charge: 
Leveraging Influence 
When You Lack 
Authority by Clay 
Scroggins

Are you letting your lack of authority paralyze you?

One of the greatest myths of leadership is that you must be in charge in order to 

lead. Great leaders don't buy it. Great leaders lead with or without the authority 

and learn to unleash their influence wherever they are.

With practical wisdom and humor, Clay Scroggins will help you nurture your vision 

and cultivate influence, even when you lack authority in your organization. And 

he will free you to become the great leader you want to be so you can make a 

difference right where you are. Even when you're not in charge.


