
VENUE: Epworth Camp and Retreat Center, 8580 E Wesley Lane, North Webster, IN  46555 

DATES: August 8-10, 2014  COSTS: vary as to your housing choices 

CONTACT: Lorna Jost (umvim-ncj@brookings.net) ; 605-692-3390 

REGISTRATION: online:  www.umvimncj.org  click on RoundUP Celebrates the RxConneXion



 

RoundUP – Epworth Forest Aug 8-10, 2014 - Schedule 

Music Leaders:  Carlene Stringer & Lyndy Zabel  

 

FRIDAY (Aug 8) 

1:00 – 5:00 Work project can be arranged at the camp for early comers. 

1:00 – 4:00 Annual Conference UMVIM coordinators meeting 

1:00 Beach House open for displays, Freshly brewed Fair Trade Coffee on sale 

4:00 Registration, meet and greet, set up displays, get settled, etc. 

5:00 Meet the speakers, UMVIM Board, workshop leaders and guests, Glass Room 

6:00 Dinner 

7:00 Friday evening Keynote speaker – Una Jones on the new Handbook, Glass Room 

8:15 Three 20 minutes Travelogues of mission trips     (medical: Dr Sang Lee - DET; ERT team: E OH; Mission 

Discovery: North Katanga) 

9:30 Campfire with s’mores?  

 

SATURDAY (Aug 9) 

7:00 Beach House open for displays, freshly brewed Fair Trade Coffee on sale 

7:30 Bible Study:  Ardell & Gordon Graner, outdoor chapel on the lake 

8:00 Breakfast 

8:00  Silent Auction starts 

8:45 – 9:45 AM Plenary:  missions and social justice. Chett Pritchett, Methodist Federation for Social Action. 

10:00 – 11:15 workshops morning session 

11:30 – 12:00 visit displays, drink coffee, purchase items! 

 

12:00  Lunch 

1:00 – 1:50 Plenary: Round Table discussion- Community Health: Sustainability projects – Rhett (Panama) & 

Debbie and Jeff (Bolivia) and Ardell & Gordon (Dominican Republic) Willie Berman, Mexico  

2:00 – 3:30 Afternoon workshop session 1 

3:45 – 5:00 Afternoon workshop session 2 

5:00  Dinner 

6:00  View displays 

6:30  Keynote: Denise Honeycutt – Deputy General Secretary of UMCOR  

7:45 Talent show and results of silent auction. Skits on what can happen on a mission journey.  

 Players: missionaries, UMVIM-NCJ Board members, Guests and Conference Coordinators. 

 

SUNDAY (Aug 10) 

7:00 Beach House open for displays and freshly brewed Fair Trade Coffee on sale 

7:30 Sunday Bible Study – Rhett Thompson, outdoor chapel on the lake  

8:00 Breakfast 

9:00 Worship Sunday preaching: Willie Berman, Mexico 

~1:00 Jurisdictional Coordinators meet. 



WORKSHOPS (1 hr & 15 min sessions): 
 

All Day : 9:00am – 5:00pm 

Special all day course covering Connecting Neighbors curriculum, Jim Byerly 

 

Morning : 10:00 – 11:15 

 A Mission Journey: Build your own Cultural Muscle – problem solving, interactive exercise.*  elmira 

Nazombe 

 Country Destination: Panama, Rhett Thompson 

 Country Destination: Dominican Republic, Gordon and Ardell Graner 

 teachUM: Taking Vacation Bible Schools on the Road ( the MUMS Story, Iowa), Cherie Miner 

 Health: Community Based Primary Health Care (CBPHC) – Primer, Gloria Borgman 

 

Afternoon : 2:15 – 3:30 

 A Mission Journey – new handbook information*, Nick Nicholas and Lorna Jost 

 Disaster Response – Academy in 2015, overview of UMCOR classes,  International Response, Jane    

Cheema and Denise Honeycutt 

 Health: "STAR Project: Using an UMCOR Grant Process to Empower Women and Children in Panama" 

Jane Dunn and Rhett Thompson, Advanced CBPHC  

 Country Destination: Bolivia, Jeff and Debbie Wasilevich 

 

Afternoon : 3:45 – 5:00 

 Country Destination: Mexico, Willie Berman 

 General Information: Packing – Primer, Teresa Miller 

 Health: Haiti Solar Oven Project – Why Do Haitians Love Solar Cooking? , Rick Jost 

 Nuts and Bolts of team leadership*, Lorna Jost 

 Care of Creation from a Biblical and Theological perspective, Rev. Pat Watkins 
 

* If you want UMVIM team leader training certification, take the three workshops with the asterisk! 

DISPLAYS (Beach House) 
 
Creative Women – Haitian Artisans for Peace International – Fort Wayne, Lorelei Verlie 

Each conference bring one or more highlighting their UMVIM projects 

Operation Classroom – Bob Coolman 

Equal Exchange – with coffee brewed for purchase Tammy Kuntz.  

Midwest Mission Distribution Center - Pat Wright 

Haiti Solar Oven Project – Rick Jost 

In Mission Together, Greg Gelzinnus 

NOMADS - Carla Kinsey 



DISPLAYS Cont’d (Beach House) 
Bunny Wolfe - Liberia Partnership 

Joyce Carrasco - Bolivia Partnership 

Joyce Fry - Vietnam Partnership 

Kathy Dickreide - Camphor Mission, Liberia 

Dee Stickley-Miner - Wings of the Morning, DRC 

Don Gotham - Haiti Task Force 

Katy Grisamore, Jericho Vision Clinic 

Robert Gabrieles , P.E.T. , Indiana 

Gary Henderson, Imagine No Malaria 

Health: Safe Water,Beth Ferrell 

Peru : Judy Bruun 

Medical teams 

RoundUP attendees will also bring some. 

 

Speakers and Workshop leaders 

The Rev. Dr. Denise Honeycutt, a pastor from Virginia and former Global Minis-
tries missionary who has a background in the local church, global     mission, and 
theological education is the new  deputy general secretary of the United Meth-
odist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).  She served her eight years as a director of 
Global Ministries, including serving on the UMCOR board. Thomas Kemper, Gen-
eral Secretary for Global Ministries said, “I have known Denise for many years, 
since the time she served as a missionary in Nigeria, sharing the simple life of 
the community in Bambur. I am excited to have her on our leadership team at 
Global Ministries as we work to be an expression of the worldwide mission and 
ministry of The United Methodist Church.”  

Una Jones, born in Johannesburg South Africa, has been connected with Gen-
eral Board of Global Ministries of the UMC for the past fifteen years. She is 
married to clergy and finds the local church very grounding and supportive to 
her work with volunteers in mission. Both her roles in the Mission Education 
and The Advance afforded her the opportunities to engage globally with the 
church. Her role as Assistant General Secretary of the Mission Volunteers fur-
ther    provides opportunities to connect volunteers to become faithful 
“hosting” and “sending” agents of the UMC.  



A missionary with the  Board of Global Ministries of The UMC, Guillermo (Willie)  
Berman is serving in his home country of Mexico as the Mexican Methodist Border 
Mission Coordinator based in Reynosa. Serving in a similar ministry since 2001, Willie 
has worked with UMVIM teams from several annual conferences :  Louisiana, Texas, 
Oklahoma, Arkansas, Ohio, Tennessee and Iowa. Willie's call to mission was inspired 
by the work of his parents (lay persons) as they received and worked with mission 
teams in the poor areas of Reynosa, Mexico. He began sensing God's call to mission 
as he saw how US teams in Reynosa worked with the people with so much love and 
care, and how inactive his local church was in mission. "I felt they (US teams) were 
doing what we (the Methodist Church of Mexico) were supposed to be doing as a 
church," Willie shares. In 2008 Willie began helping in developing a new strategy 
for the Methodist Border Mission  as the program works with immigrants along the 
US-Mexico border. Willie and his wife Veronica are the parents of two children and 
attend Ebenezer Church in Reynosa, Mexico. 

Rev. Rhett Thompson, a missionary for the  Board of Global Ministries, UMC in 
Panama also serves as pastor of an Evangelical Methodist Church in Panama 
City. In addition to his pastoral duties, Rev. Thompson has coordinated efforts of 
the church to strengthen its outreach into the surrounding low-income neigh-
borhood through a day-care program and other projects. Rhett also serves as 
the National Coordinator of UMVIM in Panama, helping mission teams from the 
UMC in the selection of projects as well as with all of the logistical details in-
volved. Projects include construction and medical services. In recent years Rhett 
has been involved in the development of a comprehensive rural health project 
which serves the Ngobe indians, who are the poorest of the poor in Panama. 
This project includes the provision of potable water, adult literacy classes,    
community organization, community Based Primary Health Care instruction, and 
pre-school education for the Ngobe children.  

elmira Nazombe—Consultant to National Office of United Methodist Wom-
en, wrote the cultural pieces in the “A Mission Journey.”  She was Secretary 
for Racial Justice , United Methodist Women, and has lived and worked  for 
10 years in  African countries. Now she teaches social justice at Rutgers    
University and has been a writer for several “Mission U” studies!   

Lyndy Zabel is the Minnesota Annual Conference Director of Missional 
Impact (1/2 time) and Associate Pastor at Messiah UMC in Plymouth, MN 
(where I serve as the director of staff).  I play music in a couple of jazz 
bands in my spare time.  Lyndy is a member of the Board  of Directors for 
UMVIM-NCJ. 



Jane Dunn serves as Health Consultant to the UMVIM-NCJ Board and manages 
a blog for health volunteers for GBGM.  She is a life-long United Methodist and a 
Master's Level Registered Nurse.  Jane began her nursing career over 40 years 
ago and has since served in in-patient, outpatient, management and BSN nursing 
faculty positions.   During her nursing career, Jane has been  published in two 
professional nursing journals and has been a speaker at three national nursing 
conferences. 
  
In the early 1990s Jane and her husband became involved with the UMVIM    
program that led to participation in and leadership of over 35 UMVIM trips 
world-wide.  Since 2006, she and team members from the NCJ have participated 
in short-term clinics serving the needs of the Ngobe, indigenous peoples of   
Panama. Within the past 5 years, the focus of the Panama relationship shifted to 
a Health Promoter training and empowerment program encouraged by Mission-
ary Rhett Thompson and facilitated by team health professionals and                     
volunteers.  Jane's current focus is a pilot project,  "The STAR Family Wellness 
Program".   This program will utilize locally trained health promoters as             
educators and advocates for mother/child health. 

Cherie Miner is director of Mobile United Methodist Missionaries (MUMMs) in 
the Southeast, South Central and Southwest Districts of the Iowa Conference. This 
home grown ministry makes disciples for Christ in rural Iowa by helping build    
children’s ministries and conducting work projects with rural churches and              
communities. My name is pronounced Shar- ee’ (the French pronunciation);     
however, I do answer to Sherry. Family called me the latter, but used the proper 
pronunciation when I was in trouble.   
Taking Children’s Ministries on the Road – the MUMMs story—For 18 years, 
MUMMs has traveled across southern Iowa to bring God’s love to children through 
vacation Bible school and after-school programs. Learn how this home-grown    
ministry began and how it partners with churches and communities to build kids’ 
ministries.  

Ardell and Gordon Graner are a missionaries with the Board of Global 
Ministries , UMC serving with the Iglesia Evangélica Dominicana 
(Evangelical Church in the Dominican Republic). This denomination 
unites churches started by Methodist, Presbyterian, Moravian, and 
Wesleyan missionaries whose roots stretch back to 1919. Prior to this 
they served 23 years at the Thiu Rancho Center, a rural ministry 20 
miles outside the city of Cochabamba in Bolivia.  Gordon has extensive   
training in agriculture. Ardell works in the area of Christian education 
within The church has some 10,000 members.  “We have been in Santo 
Domingo since April 4, 2013, and are visiting the 70 churches on the 
island and listening,” she says. “We are in a new country, with a new 
culture and reality, and what seems, many days, a ‘new’ language with 
the Caribbean accent, fast speaking, and different vocabulary. 



Rev. Pat Watkins is a Global Ministries Missionary with the Care of God’s Crea-
tion.  He focuses on the care of creation from a Biblical and Theological perspec-
tive that is well received by person on both sides of the global warming issues and 
as well as those who consider themselves very conservative to very liberal. He has 
done a number of trainings for other UMVIM events across the denomina-
tion.  The workshop he will offer and make specific for UMVIM is entitled 
“Theology of Creation Care: Implications for the Health of God’s Creation and 
God’s people” Pat is      Denise Honeycutt’s husband.   

Working through an office in Brookings, SD, oven manufacturing shops in Vol-
ga, SD and Moffit, ND, and reaching out to the mission field, Haiti Solar Oven 
Partners provides solar cooking classes and solar ovens to the people of Haiti. 
This is done in partnership with The Advance and UMCOR, funded largely 
though the donations of churches and individuals and made possible by the 
service of a host of volunteers. Rick Jost is missionary/director for the program.  

Chett Pritchett, Executive Director, is a graduate of West Virginia Wesleyan 
College and Wesley Theological Seminary. Before coming to MFSA, Chett 
honed his talents in Christian retail, campus ministry, and non-profit admin-
istration. He also loves the Appalachian mountains and wants to halt the 
mountaintop removal method of coal extraction. Chett lives in      Washington, 
DC and an active member at Dumbarton United Methodist Church.  

The Rev. Paul “Nick” Nicholas is a Deacon in Full Connection and a 
member of the Northern Illinois Conference. His wife, also a Deacon, 
The Rev. Jane Cheema, serves as minister of Children, Youth and Family 
Ministries at Evanston First UMC and teaches at Garrett Evangelical 
Theological Seminary. They have three grown children, one lives in 
Grand Rapids MI, one in Evanston and one in New Orleans.  In his 27 
years in ministry Nick served six churches as youth minister and one as 
coordinator of missions. Before being appointed as Coordinator 
UMVIM-NEJ, he lead over 50 mission journeys to places as close to 
home as Chicago and as far away as Palestine. Nick’s passion is to help 
people remove the barriers that separate and build bridges of under-
standing.  In his spare time Nick enjoys walks on the beach, any beach, 
watching movies and, dare he say this in Philadelphia, cheering for the 
Northwestern Wildcats and the Detroit Red Wings.  



Jeff and Debbie Wasilevich, Individual Volunteers 
at Mision Fronteras, Cochabamba, Bolivia 

Carlene Stringer, Indianapolis, IN pianist and music 
coordinator. 

Lorna Jost, UMVIM-NCJ Coordinator, lives in Volga, SD and attends 
Brookings First UMC.  She loves to garden, read, and play with grand 
children in her spare time. 


