
Thursday, February 8, 2018

������ (Konnichiwa!)   Hello! 
     I really appreciated all of your well wishes.  I needed them, so 
thank you all very much! 

     Flights were very smooth, and food on the plane was 
good!  (And my luggage passed with no problems)! 
     I had kiwi juice on the plane, and assumed it would be 
popular when I landed.  I found out Kiwi fruit is very popular in Japan (as it is can be grown in cold 
weather) but when I asked about juice, they told me that it is something that people generally make in 
their houses.  (It is very good).  One of my new friends from Brazil says that he had never heard of 

kiwi before moving to Japan. :) 
     It was nice to come in on a Friday, because I had the weekend to rest before things got busy.  I was able to 
recover from the sore muscles I got from lugging my bags.  During the week I got to know the farm, I went to a 
Setsubun festival, and I helped some university students practice their English. 
     In case you’re wondering, Setsubun festival marks the first day of Spring on the Japanese seasonal calendar 
and roasted soybeans are thrown to drive out evil and bring in good.  As you can see in the photo below, the 
people are ready to catch the good… 
     While helping in English, I gave one of the students a list of popular singers in America, and he was very 
appreciative.  One of my fellow volunteers from the Philippines is a huge fan of Celtic Woman, so we were sure 
to tell one of the students about that group, and then they shared their favorites with us. 
     Also, when I told two of the students that I am a missionary, they asked me how do I accept being a single 
(believing) person among many (figuratively speaking).  It was a rather hard question to answer.  After all, that 
is a missionary’s work.  I told them sometimes it is the same at home in the US.  Let me know what you think of 
this question, or what you would have said. 
     I also went to a gospel singing, we sang in English and Japanese and I will be going back next week! 
     The only disappointment of the week?  I had to stay away from the animals, so that I didn’t give them any 
new germs… :( 
     Also, cooking for 40+ people is a new and scary experience, but so far no one has complained! 
     The Japanese people that I've been talking to and practicing English with are very 
interested in America and are always excited that I come from there.  I will be doing 
a program maybe next month, and I will be telling them about my home.  If any of 
you have pictures/stories you would like me to share of local history or anything 
interesting about your lives in America, please email them to me.  I have a lot of 
time I need to fill so please send away!  Until next time, peace and blessings! 
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          (Kristin Hubbard)
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