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Biblical Story
Luke 10:25-37

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://gingerharrington.com/who-is-my-neighbor/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Biblical Story

“Jesus replied, ‘A man went down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho. He encountered 
thieves, who stripped him naked, beat 
him up, and left him near death. 



Biblical Story 

Now it just so happened that a 
priest was also going down the same 
road. When he saw the injured man, 
he crossed over to the other side of 
the road and went on his way. 



Biblical Story

Likewise, a Levite came by that spot, 
saw the injured man, and crossed 
over to the other side of the road 
and went on his way. 



Biblical Story

A Samaritan, who was on the 
journey, came to where the man 
was. But when he saw him, he was 
moved with compassion.”  Luke 
10:25-37 (vv. 30-33)



Biblical Reflection

QUESTIONS FOR BIBLICAL 
TEXTS:

What assumptions are made 
or do we have about the 
people mentioned in the 
text?

The Man

Priest

Levite

Samaritan

CHARACTER ASSUMPTION
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Biblical Reflection

What reflections arise from the table above? 

What, if any, stereotypes/biases do you notice in the text. 

What does the text attempt to teach us? And how?

Adapted from 
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Definition 
IMPLICIT: unconscious thinking that is very 
real; influences our conscious thoughts, 
speech, and actions; and can be in direct 
conflict with our stated beliefs, values, or 
commitments. 

BIAS: the evaluation of one group and its 
members relative to another. 

IMPLICIT BIAS: unconscious thinking that 
evaluates one group and its members relative 
to another group even when that thinking does 
not align with our stated beliefs, values, or 
commitments.
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What does that 
mean?…. Simply,  it’s 

about...

What we don’t think, 

we think!



Who does this 
happen to?

MYTH: 

Only bad people have implicit 
biases.

MYTHBUSTER: 

All people have implicit biases 
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Exercise:
First Thoughts

Think of a specific instance when your 
first impression of someone turned out 
to be completely or mostly incorrect.

Note your first thoughts when you 
encountered this person who was 
different from you. 

Do not judge your first thoughts, just 
make a list on a piece of paper. 

Adapted from Implicit 
Bias Resource/ 
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Exercise

Implicit biases happen very 
quickly; often so quickly that we 
allow them to occur without 
giving them a second thought. 

That’s how they stay implicit. 
Your list makes your implicit 
thoughts explicit.  
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Preparing for 
the inevitable

Four things to consider:

1. Mindfulness- focus your 
awareness on the present moment, 
while calmly acknowledging and 
accepting your feelings, thoughts, 
and bodily sensation

2. Be present- do not be thinking 
about what you will say next, or of 
the upcoming football game



Preparing for 
the inevitable

3. Pause- allow time for active 
listening. Consider what you are 
about to say. Ask yourself, is it 
helpful?

4. Persevere- seek to understand, 
not to be right!

5. Pray for the HOLY SPIRIT to give 
you guidance (in the moment!)



Preparing for 
the inevitable

Tips for effectiveness in cross-
cultural dialogue:

• What difference does the 
difference make?

• Slow knee-jerk (reaction)

• Intent does not always equal 
impact!

• Assume positive intent


