
Dear Friends and Family, 

     Happy Thanksgiving!  We pray that your day will be filled with family and friends, and that 

you will enjoy laughter, love, and good food!  We pray also that if it is a day that is full of sad 

memories, that you will still find ways to be thankful, and that God will be your comfort. 

     It has been many months since we wrote to you – but we so enjoyed meeting with many of you 

during our four months of home assignment in the U.S.  We did a quick count and think we 

visited 32 churches, and did about 60 programs on Nepal.  We were thankful for those 

opportunities to share, and especially happy to be able to meet many who pray and give regularly 

to support us.  We couldn’t be here without you.  We are most grateful to our family who 

continue to be so welcoming to us whenever we show up – and to love us when we come and go. 

     So – what’s been going on these past 4 months?  We really enjoyed being very present with 

people during that time – more time talking and sharing than writing letters, emails, etc.  So, 

forgive us for not being in touch better, and forgive us if we didn’t get to connect with you in 

person this time.  We will pray for a future face to face connection!    

     We arrived in Ohio the last day of June and hit the ground running.  We put together our 

presentation (at least the first one!) and enjoyed being at the MissionU in Ada, Ohio on July 7.  

On July 8, we flew to UK (four generations on one plane!) to be at the wedding of Nathan and 

Hannah (our youngest daughter).  It was such a joy to 

be there together with so many friends and family – 

and to have the chance while in UK to visit some old 

and dear friends there, and to see some sights! 

     After a wonderful 2 weeks, we were back in the 

U.S. starting our church visits.  We enjoyed starting 

in Michigan…we have to confess that we not only 

enjoyed the church visits in Michigan, but also the 

time spent with our 2 beautiful granddaughters!  We 

got to take a couple of days to make a brief excursion 

up to northern Michigan and took a chance to drive through the Upper Penninsula – first time we 

had done that.  It was beautiful, and it was also great to catch up with friends in Wisconsin and 

the Chicago area as part of that trip. 

    We spent time in Indiana and Northern Ohio connecting with churches and friends there, and 

then headed over to Illinois.  We confess to enjoying the fruits of the summer in the Midwest – 

especially lots of corn on the cob!  We couldn’t get enough of that yummy sweet corn! 

     We enjoyed our newer churches in the East this trip – traveling through Pennsylvania, 

Virginia, the Carolinas, and Georgia.  Thanks to new friends and old friends who housed us and 

took great care of us all along the way. 

     It was a great pleasure to have a few days with our Samdhi/Samdhini in Knoxville – Laura’s 

parents.  What a blessing to be able to be friends with our son’s in-laws.   

     Our time at the Billy Graham center in Asheville, NC, was a highlight of our trip, too.  Les was 

able to present at the World Medical Mission – speaking to hundreds of doctors who have some 

connection to medical mission work.  We thoroughly enjoyed the beauty of the location, and the 

wonderful, inspiring speakers for the Prescription for Renewal conference – Jim Cymbala of the 

Brooklyn Tabernacle, and Joni Earickson Tada.  We were so encouraged by their sharing. 

  



     We left Ohio on Nov 5 and flew to California.  We got to visit with a couple of great 

churches there, and to spend time with Les’s mom and Deb’s sister and family.  We got to attend 

the wedding of Les’s nephew – it was the third wedding of our time back – we also enjoyed being 

at Debbie’s niece’s wedding in Sept in Indiana.  We enjoyed a couple of days in Hawaii (and got 

to meet more great church friends there) and then some time in Korea at the Asian office of 

Global ministries.  We arrived in Kathmandu on Monday night, and came safely to Tansen this 

afternoon – Thanksgiving day here. (And the bus trip took only 8.5 hours!) 

     So many good memories made in a short time!  As we shared with many of you, the hardest 

part of being in Nepal is being far from family and friends who are in the U.S.  And it is hard in 

the U.S. to be far from our friends in Nepal.  Many of you understand having your heart in two 

places – but perhaps that helps us to remember that we are just pilgrims on this earth – just 

passing through.   

     We return with thanks for what we had…. We got to see our 11 month old granddaughter 

take some of her first steps, and to enjoy the growing vocabulary and personality of our 2 ½ 

year old granddaughter.  We enjoyed summer in the Midwest, and the beautiful autumn colors, 

too.  We spent some time and money on house cleaning and repairs, mowed grass, and raked 

leaves.  We attended wonderful music performances, ate lots of great food, and enjoyed 

meeting so many people who have been praying for us and supporting us. 

     As we return again to serve in Tansen, we are sad for the goodbyes we have had to say – but 

we look forward to what God has in store for us in the coming weeks and months.  There are lots 

of uncertainties, but we go trusting that we are held in God’s faithful Hands, and that He is still 

in charge. 

     We go praying for our family, friends, and the churches who have heard our story and who 

have been so encouraging to us.  We pray that you would be the hands and feet of Jesus in your 

own country where there often seems to be so much anger, hatred and bitterness.  We pray for 

healing and for God’s love to once again cover this earth and rule in all hearts. 

 

     And – after Thanksgiving and Black Friday, if you still have giving on your hearts, please 

consider supporting the work at Tansen Mission Hospital.  Below are 3 links – one for Les, one 

for Debbie, and one for the Free Care for patients in Tansen.  God Bless you! 

https://www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-

Profiles/Dornon-Lester 

https://www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-

Profiles/Dornon-Debbie 

https://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/13421A 

 

https://www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-Profiles/Dornon-Lester
https://www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-Profiles/Dornon-Lester
https://www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-Profiles/Dornon-Debbie
https://www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-Profiles/Dornon-Debbie
https://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/13421A


With our beautiful granddaughters at our niece’s 

wedding celebration.  We are so thankful to have been a 

small part of their lives over these past months.    

And – we thank God for skype, messenger, etc!   

Hannah and Nathan are now living in England.  We 

are thankful Nathan has a good job, Hannah has a 

part time one, and they are doing well.  Please 

pray for Hannah’s application for her spouse 

visa. 

 

 

Enjoying a morning as a “King and Queen” in Korea – 

thanks to good friends there.  Keep in touch with 

us!  Love, Debbie & Les 


