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DID YOU KNOW…?      
 

Did you know that as year-end giving approaches, 

now is the time to prepare church members for ways to 
give?  Obviously, most give directly through cash gifts.   
 
Did you know according to Gallup Economy, April 2011: 
 

 “The percentage of Americans saying they hold 
individual stocks, stock mutual funds, or stocks in 
their 401(k) or IRA fell to 54% in April -- the lowest 
level since Gallup began monitoring stock 
ownership annually in 1999. Self-reported stock 
ownership has trended downward since 2007 -- 
before the recession and financial crisis began -- 
when 65% of Americans owned stocks. 

 Eighty-seven percent of upper-income Americans -- 
those making $75,000 or more annually -- own 
stocks,  

 as do 83% of postgraduates and 73% of college 
graduates.  

 Sixty-four percent of Republicans hold stocks, 
compared with half of Democrats and 
independents.  

 Men are more likely than women to be stock 
owners.  

 Those aged 50 to 64 are the most likely of any age 
group to say they have money invested in the stock 
market. 

 
 
 
 
However, for those holding securities of one form or 
another, stocks and appreciated gifts can be a great way for 
individuals to give.  With uncertainties in the Congress 
related to tax codes, these incentives for tax deductions can 
be beneficial for the remainder of 2012.  They are deductible 
at the full present market value, with no tax on the 
appreciation.  Not everyone can give in this manner but for 
those who are able, the Council on Development can be of 
assistance. 
 
As a service, the Council on Development will receive a gift 
of appreciated securities, value the gift, provide a receipt to 
the donor, liquidate the gift, pay the commission 
(brokerage fee), and remit the proceeds for the intended 
purpose in the local church.  This can be for operating, 
Building Funds and Endowments.   
 

Did you know the Council on Development is here to assist 
your local church?  Call or email for assistance to implement 
a plan to communicate the above opportunities.  A limited 
number of Year-end Giving brochures are available on 
request. 
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